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Conservatives Ban Television At 
Crowning; Figured Sure Set-Seller 


London, Feb. 9. 

Seen as an outcome of the reaction 
following the abdication of King Ed- 
ward, Westminster Abbey authorities 
have refused permission to the Brit- 
ish Broadcasting Corp. to install tele- 
vision apparatus for the purpvse of 
radiating the full ‘coronation cere- 
mony. 

King Edward, supporter of all pro- 
gressive trends, favored such plans, 
but since accession of George VI the 
Government has rejected many in- 
novations and restored ancient tra- 
ditions to the fullest degree. 

Television companies are gravely 
disappointed at the news, anticipat- 
ing the coronation transmission 
would put the service on the map 
and sell many sets. B.B.C. had 
planned the job in detail, fixing 
camera spots and planning lighting 
requirements. 

Decisions of the authorities passes 
over the newsreel companies, which 
had anticipated permission to film in- 
side the Abbey, establishing a prece- 
dent thereby. Television impasse 
may be solved by putting the news- 
reel on the air same day. 


Make Uncle Sam Host 
And Washington, D. C., 
Convention City—Idea 


Washington, Feb. 9. 

Campaign to put the Federal Gov- 
ernment into the convention-hosting 
business in competition with cities 
all over the country moved forward 
last week, when Congress authorized 
a Capitol Auditorium Commission to 
prepare plans for a huge assembly 
hall for public use. 

Under terms of a bill sponsored by 
Senator Joe T. Robinson of Ar- 
kansas, a group of Congressional 
chiefs and Federal officials would 
compose the commission, which 

(Continued on page 60) 











Tourists Escape Auto 


Radio Tax in Canada 


Montreal, Feb. 9. 
Federal officials in charge of issu- 
ing radio licenses have ruled that 
anyone paying the annual $2 levy 
for a receiving set in the home is 
not required to obtain another li- 


home but has one in his car, the 
deuce must be laid on the line. Offi- 
Cials claim this new ruling parallels 
the license system of Gt. Britain. 
Fact that many American cars 


| 





Makes It Official 


Pix spun off at the Cervantes, 
N. Y., Spanish language house, 
undoubtedly have less celluloid 
in ’em when they finish their 
run than when they started. 

When crix ask for cast and 
credits, the manager, in lieu of 
issuing press books, calmly snips 











| Connecticut 
cense for a radio in an automobile,| presented ‘The 
but, if a citizen has no radio in his| last week. 





| for advice. 


pieces out of the film. 


SONG-WRITING 
BUG BITES FDR 








President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
has turned songwriter, and in so 
doing, has dissipated the myth that 
his favorite song is ‘Home on the 
Range.’ The Prez one night sat 
himself down at a piano in the com- 
pany of his immediate family with 
Mr, and Mrs. Eddie Peabody and 
plunked out (one finger system) a 
folky song called ‘Yellow Rose of 
Texas,’ while Peabody copied the 
notes and lyrics. 

The Peabodys have been White 
House guests many times for dinner 
and entertainments. F.D.R. is re- 
ported especially fond of Peabody’s 
banjo instrumentalizing. It was dur- 
ing one of these home gatherings 
that the tunesmiths collaborated in 
putting the original ‘Rose’ down on 
paper. 

The President first heard the song 
while attending Harvard in 1904. A 
roommate, Charles Shea, hummed 
the tune incessantly. Mr. Roosevelt 
was caught by the tune and has 
since that time nursed the idea of 
getting it on a sheet. A song of the 
same title exists, but it is reported 
entirely different from the Presi- 
dent’s favorite. 

Song was first heard on grand 
scale after the Press Ball in Wash- 
ington. Peabody played the song 
for the assemblage. 





Eva Le Gallienne Coaches 


Thespic Prisoners’ Play 


Hartford, Feb. 9. 
Coached by Eva LeGallienne, the 
State Prison Players 
First Legion’ twice 


When the prisoners, several weeks 
ago, decided to form a dramatic 
club, they wrote to Miss LeGallienne 
She made the sugges- 
tion to try ‘The First Legion,’ and 


entering Canada are equipped with! came to Wethersfield State’s Prison 
radios was not overlooked. Tourist! 0n her own to coach them. Regular 
travel has become a major industry | | direction was Luman Beckett, a lifer. 

within the Dominion in recent years | 


and any danger of annoying motor- 
ing holiday-seekers by slapping on 
a two-spot levy for ownership of a} 
radio has been removed by the new | 
ruling. Visiting motorists, having a 
radio in the car, will not require 


a Canadian radio permit. 


LITTLE RIBB 





‘Old Vaudeville 











Nb, 
MUCH OALUTING 








Exchanges | 
of Barbed Wit Not Fig-| 
ured Appropriate—Light | 
Kidding With Essentially | 
Complimentary 


Is the Key to the Art of 
Reciprocal Visits 


‘GUESTS’ 


Logrolling among performers on 
the air is fast developing into an 
Alphonse-Gaston routine of gentility. 
It is a sharp contrast with the mode 
of combat which used to prevail 
among the topliners in vaudeville. 
Whereas the visit of one comic to 
another on the stage invariably 
sprouted into a hot and heavy rib- 
bing fest, the boys of the mike try 
to outvie one another in syrupy 
compliments. Slap on the back has 
replaced the plying of the needle. 

Agency men say that is the way it 
should be. It is a logical code of 
manners for radio. Whole psychol- 
ogy of air entertainment is predi- 
cated on the theory that the mike- 
sters are the listener’s visitors and 

(Continued on page 60) 


‘ACT OF GOD’ WILL 
CLOSE ‘STAGE DOOR’ 


‘Stage Door,’ which was figured to 
last into warm weather at the Music 
Box, N. Y., may have to call it a sea- 
son before Easter (March 28). Reason 
is that the play’s featured actress, 
Margaret Sullavan, wii! become a 
mother some time next summer. She 
is Mrs. Leland Hayward in private 
life. 

First instance for a hit 
closed for similar 
‘Coquette’ which starred Helen 
Hayes (Mrs. Charles MacArthur). 
Her child was referred to as the 





to be 
cause was 


Emphasis | 





'$130,000 Radio Rights for 2 N.Y. 
Mammoth Flood Shows; 2006 Gross 





That’s One Way 





Budapest, Feb. 1 
Last week Karoly Guttman, 
local rep for MGM, and Sandor 
Lederer, theatre manager, 
fought a sabre duel. 
This week the theatre is play- 
ing Metro product exclusively. 








‘Act of God Baby’ after Equity ruled | 


the management was 
sible for salary claims during the 
closed period nor could the actress 
be blamed. 


not respon- | 


| 








SHUBERTS SHAW 
PLAYS FOR U. S. 


London, Feb. &. 
Milton Shubert has closed a deal 
here with Bernard Shaw for the 
Shuberts to control sole rights to all 











| Billy Rose, 


past, present and future works of | 


the playwright in America. 


That | 


takes in all rights for legit produc- | 


tion, pictures, amateur rights and ra- 
dio having gone into effect immedi- 
ately. 

Shubert sails back for New York 
tomorrow (10). 





Variety stated about a year ago 
that the Theatre Guild, which had 
been producing all the GBS plays in 
New York for years, has grown cold 
on the idea of producing any 
more of the series, At the time the 
Guild stoutly denied it, insisting it 
still intended to do new Shaw plays 
if and when, and laughing off all 





thoughts of the 52n@ street house be- | 


ing chary of possible losses in- 
volved, 

There have been no Guild produec- 
tions of Shaw plays since and Shaw 
himself has remained consistently 


quiet on the subject. 


U. S. Hall of, Fame 


Washington, Feb. 9. 
Erection of an American Hall of 
Fame was suggested last week by 
Congressman George Holden Tink- 
ham, of Massachusetts. 
Pained at the lack of a suitable 
building to house busts and statues 








Miss Sullavan will tour in ‘Door’ | of renowned Americans, bewhiskered 


next season. 


| week and rated one of the season's 
| comedy standouts. 


LITERARY TRUSTixS 
Hollywood, Feb. 9. 


| 


Show is now in its 17th | Massachusetts legislator, art. patron. 


| introduced a bill in Congress re- 
| quiring a Government commission to 


} 





prepare plans and estimates of the 
cost of such a structure. Hall would 
be last resting place of pieces of 
sculpture now strewn around the 


Writers in that indie studio which | Capitol and other Federal buildings. 


houses its overset in an auto court 
refer to the scribblers outside the 
gate as ‘trusties.’ 


| 


New York University’s Hall of 
Fame, in N. Y. City, is perhaps the 


| best known of this type. 
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Radio Station Showmanship Survey 











Two largest theatrical benefits ever 
tendered are scheduled for Carnegie 
Hall and Radio City Music Hall in 
N. Y., Feb. 20 and 11, respectively, 
to aid the Red Cross relief fund for 
flood sufferers in the Ohio Valley. 
Estimated gross of the combined 
shows is expected to top $200,000, 
with radio sponsors of the events 
biting off greatest chunk. Henry 
Ford is radio-underwriting the Car- 
negie show for $100,000 and Wrigley 
yum is bankrolling the Music Hall 
fala for $30,000, in exchange for the 
radio rights. 

Show at the Music Hall, arranged 
by allied theatre interests, will 
start on midnight, Feb. 11, after 
the house closes. Theatre commit- 
teemen have arranged for every 
available leading theatrical per- 
sonality to perform. Over 100 acts 
and stars have signified their assent. 
Leonard Sillman and 
Leon Leonidoff are planning the 
layout. 


Program, expected to last four or 
five hours, will be picked up by the 
four nets, NBC, CBS, Mutual and 
Intercity, on a time-sharing basis. 
House is scaled from $1 to $10, which 
will bring in about $30,000 more, 
Souvenir book will carry advertising. 


(Continued on page 4) 


9-Yr.-Old Tenn. Bride 
Offered Stage Dates; 
Lawyer Acts as Agent 








Tennessee’s nine-year-old child 
bride, Eunice Wistead Johns, and her 
22-year-olc husband, Charlie Johns, 
are being approached with offers of 


| stage contracts, 


| 





| 


Lewis Winstead, father of th. girl, 


'and her husband, have engaged A. 


T. Drinnon, 
town, Tenn., 
representative. 

Legal barriers have stymied the 
attempts of New York agents to con- 
tact thé principals of New York’s 
own child marriage, Leona Rosha, 
12, and her husband, Stanley Backus, 
18. Backis is held by police of 
Watertown, N. Y., and his bride is 
in the hands of a W-lfare agency. 


an attorney of Morris- 
as legal and personal 





Kids in Sit-Down Strike 
When Giddyapper Stalls 


Hundred youngsters engaged in a 
sit-down strike at a Lewistown, Mon- 


,tana, theatre when the western 
thriller failed to arrive as adver- 
tised. 


Stayed all day, into the night, and 
finally left when Manager Jack Ed- 


| wards gave them rainchecks. 





Hollywood, Feb. 9. 
Initial yarn concerning the site 
down Romeo of Excelsior Springs, 
Mo., has hit the studios. 
Charles Kenyon, Universal sr@ 
narist, is peddling the story. 


~~ T e 
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Wednesday, February 10, =. 


Academy Announces Nominations: 
Best Pix, Players, Directors, Et Al. 


Acad’s Stiff Rap i 


2 VARIETY 


| Radio Interests Join Hollywood 
| In Combating Anti-Foreign Talent 
Ban; Awakened to Its Seriousness 


PICTURES 





























Hollywood, Feb. 9. 
The Academy of M. P. Arts and 
Sciences has announced its nomina- 









































—_ cz; + Hollywood, Feb. 9. tions for the awards March 4 in the 
he : ’ ; s 
: Washington, Feb, 9. Rain Over H’wood Film players on the Coast are acting, writing and directing divis- 
Lib : é : i burning plenty about the in- ions. Selections were mad I 
aa Bitterest fight in history over the nee 22) e by 
i question of prohibiting importation vitations to the annual Acad- 50 members representing the five 
a foreign talent looms on the Goa- : Hollywood, Feb. 9. emy of Motion Picture Arts and branches of the organization with se- 
gressional horizon _ There are two kinds of rain Sciences awards hanquet March cret ballot by general membership to 
With the House of Representatives in the picture biz—real and 4. Invitation establishes price determine the winners. 

Immigration Committee almost cer- phony. When Universal tried for performers at $5 and guests Nominated as the 10 best pictures 
i tein to ‘stamp apeeovel on those to shoot outdoor scenes last $10 and then specifies that pre- of the year are ‘Anthony Adverse’ 

‘ . peer WP Sa peng Saturday (6) for ‘Wings Over ferred, or ringside seats, will ‘Dodsworth,’ ‘The Great ; ld? 
perennial alien-actor bills, principal , erred, or ringside seats, ’ reat Ziegfeld. 

yarties in the controversy are ready- Honolulu’ it rained real = cost $25. ‘Libeled Lady,’ ‘Mister Deeds,’ ‘Ro- 

ing ly an unprecedentadly serious epi gle “ae wen Many players and technical meo and Juliet,’ ‘San Francisco’ 
1 shy ae ‘ What was require jas syn- . ee i a ‘ as i _ a a 
i scrap in contrast to the customary thetic aie goes dose y MARLYN STUART | workers believe the tariff is too The Story of Louis: Pasteur, ‘A 
i. rhat-of-it attitud fe loyers d } : steep. Tale of Two Cities’ and ‘Three 
what-of-it attitude of employers an Now the company has -to - \ 

listless manner of labor groups. stand te toe én oO wr the Boston Record. Jan. said— | mart Girls.’ , 

First round is carded for Feb. 17 ects bri = “t 4 “td "- “‘Mama, That Man's bat Again,’ The nominations for best per- 
when the house crowd opens hear- a a a childish treble familiar to radio’s FRED STONE READY T0 formances by an actor: Gary Cooper 
5 ings on the Kramer and Dickstein millions through the Ken Murray in ‘Deeds,’ Walter Huston in ‘Dods- 

measures. ? R program is the voice of Marlyn LEAVE H’Wo00D HOSP worth, Paul Muni in ‘Pasteur.’ Wil- 
% A solid-front crusade by film and COLUMBIA’S CA Y Stuart, who is one of ea prettiest liam Powell in ‘My Man Godfrey’ 

broadeasting industries is plotted, blondes mn 158 show ween wae Spencer Tracy in ‘San Francisco.’ 
despite conviction of local politics- GRANT FOR 4 YEARS Opening with Ken Murray and Hatiewood. Feb. 9 Best performances by an actress: 

+ at} : Oswald, Chicago Theatre, Chicago, | ) » Seb. 9. I D ; , a é 
watchers that the restrictive legis- Treas 1% | Fred Stone is slated to leave | +7ene unne in Theodora Goes 
lation cannot be headed off in the ok . ee |Cedars of Lebanon hospital next Wild’; Gladys George in ‘Valiant Is 
} lower branch of Congress, Organ- Hollywood, Feb. 9. WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY | week, after a stay of number of | the Word Sor Carrie’; Carole Lom- 
Hf ized labor is preparing to counteract After five years at Paramount, . weeks. bard in ‘Godfrey’; Louise Rainer in 
zi the pooling of resourees by radio} Cary Grant has signed a four-year ‘ollowing appearance at an ama- | Zi€8feld’; Norma Shearer in ‘Ro- 

and picture groups. deal at Columbia. Ticket provides FRENCH PLAYWRIGHT T0| pom rodeo last fall, Stone developed | ™©°: 


The situation on the alien-actor 
front is entirely different from the 
. | past, now that films and broadcast- 


Best by an actress in a support- 


for two pix yearly over that period ing role: ‘Beulah Bondi in ‘Gorgeous 


| | rec urring trouble harking back to 
and permits the actor to freelance. 


SCRIPT U PIC FOR WIFE | tis2iizne accident of several years 
| 20. Osteopathic treatment given 

















low tee telnet tment During negotiations for a new Par ; amar F sacar my rg Bd posed 

ing have joined hands in a Coopera- | nact, studio refused to permit actor him only aggravated the case, and | pe en inter ath” 

1 ' tive attempt to out-argue advocates i> tee. lanned out 4s other enmmenies it was necessary for him to enter | Maria Ouspanskaya in ‘Dodsworth’; 
! of stricter immigration rules. For-| Gant's last picture was with Sane Hollywood, Feb. 9. hospital, where he has been most | Gale Sondergaard in ‘Adverse. 

- | merly the broadcasters were almost Mooré in "When You're in Love’ at Henry Ducoin, French playwright, | of winter. Best support by an actor, Mischa 

| 100% disinterested, merely going | Gj ymbia. has been signed to a term writing; Back to normal, vet showman is | Auer in ‘Godfrey’; Walter Brennan, 

my through the motions of opposing contract at Universal. Studio re-| expected to be able to resume film ome ans es te, Severe Srwin, 

oy such —*, oe the mong tent cently sigged his wife, Danielle Dar- | work by next month. Le once —- Basil Rathbone, 

4 cetranctory eflerts to mill or uberal. (Pic Troupes on Location | "23%, 222 Both the actress and es se 


eral Died at Dawn.’ 


eee 


ize the legislation. It is all different 
this year. 
Joint Campaign 


While there is no complete agree- 
ment, strategy of radio and film in- 


Find Going Too Tough 





Hollywood, Feb. 9. 


writer will come from Paris early 
in the summer. 

Ducoin will do a story to star his 
wife as his first assignment. 











‘Next M-G Rammer Fie 


From Molnar ‘Trieste’ 





Best direction: William Wyler for 
‘Dodsworth’; Robert Z. Leonard for 
‘Ziegfeld’; Frank Capra for ‘Deeds’; 
Gregory La Cava for ‘Godfrey’; W. 
S. Van Dyke for ‘San Francisco.’ 


terests involves an attempt to out- Two picture troupes on location Hollywood, Feb. 9. Best original story, ‘Fury,’ by 
; maneuver the advocates of alien-|found the elements too tough to F arewell to Mustangs ‘Once There Was a Lady,’ an|Norman Krasna; ‘Ziegfeid,’ by 
1a talent bans by staging a show at the | buck and were ready to call it quits jadaptation of the Ferenc Molnar | William Anthony McGuire; ‘San 
i ' hearing which will blanket the ful- | unless more favorable weather set Hollywood, Feb. 9. stage play, ‘The Girl from Trieste,’ | Francisco,’ by Robert Hopkins; 
' minations of the America-first legis-|in. In Sun Valley, Idaho, Para- Jimmy Ellison, who appeared in| Will be Luise Rainer’s next produc- ‘Pasteur,’ by Sheridan Gibney and 
ie & lators. Pictures 


Ng eT = 





and broadcasting 
will make a desperate play for pub- 
lic support by bringing big-name 
contingent on from New York and 
Hollywood to grab headlines and 


dom for the arts and protection from 
Federal bureaucracy. 

Detailed arrangements are incom- 
plete but general understanding has 
been worked out that radio, legit, 
and film interests will coordinate 
their fights instead of following an 
every-man-for-himself technic. CBS 
and NBC are planning a joint pres- 
entation for the sake of their con- 





cert and artist bureaus. The Hays 
organization will manage the de- 
fense for the film industry. Legit 
managers will send their customary 
spokesmen down to argue their case. 
The only unit which is still aloof is 
National Association of Broadcasters 
which intends merely to submit 
written protest against the whole 
idea of alien bans. 

A dispute over strategy may re- 
sult in modification of the scheme 





mount’s ‘I Met Him in Paris’ outfit 
was virtually isolated by snow drifts 


the Hopalong Cassidy pictures for 





16 feet high and the mercury drop- 
ping to 20 below. Dogsleds were 
pressed into service to transport pro- 


Bridge went out and villagers had 
to pontoon the troupe to safe ground. 


Cagney in ‘Hot Oil 


Hollywood, Feb. 9. 

Richard Rowland will produce the 
next James Cagney picture, ‘Hot Oil,’ 
for Grand National. 

‘Without Honor’ will be a Warners 
remake of ‘He Was Her Man,’ which 
had Cagney and Joan Blondell in top 
spots. 








STRAUSS SAILS FEB. 17 
Paris, Feb. 9. 
Oscar Strauss sails for New York 
Feb. 17 from here. He goes to 
Hollywood to write the score for the 





Harry Sherman, is being pulled from 
his boots and saddles to appear in 
Sherman’s production of “The Bar- 
rier,’ which goes before the camera 


son in the gallopers. 





Seiter’s ‘Latchkey’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 9. 

William Seiter will direct “Three 
on a Latchkey,’ which Edward Kauf- 
man produces at RKO. Production 
start is slated shortly. 

Cast includes Gene Raymond, Joe 
Penner, Thelma Lee, Parkyakarkas, 
Victor Moore, Helen Broderick, Eric 
Blore and Erik Rhodes. 





tion at Metro. 
cameras upon the actress’ 
from New York. 


‘Skidding’ 
gives Edwin L. Marin ‘Married at 
Noon’ his first supervisorial job for 
Sam Zimbalist. 
was slated to handle ‘Skidding.’ 


and Eric Linden 
which was partially prepared by 
Lucien Hubbard before he moved to 
Paramount. 


It will go before the 
return 


Dorothy Arzner will direct, Joseph 
Mankiewicz producing. 





Seitz in M-G Switch 
Hollywood, Feb. 9. 

George B. Seitz is directing Metro’s 

in a studio switch that 


Marin previously 


Lionel Barrymore, Cecelia Parker 
top ‘Skidding, 








Hollywoodites’ Recent Defis to 
Publicity Threats 1 Way to Lick It 





Pierre Collings; “Three Smart Girls,’ 
by Adele Comandini. 

Best screen play ‘After The Thin 
Man,’ by Frances Goodrich and Al- 
bert Hackett; 


‘Dodsworth,’ by Sid- 

demonstrate that locked doors | visions. in April. ney Howard; ‘Deeds,’ by Robert 

; against foreign talent would mean; Heavy downpour at Kernville,! Russell Hayden, recently con-| ¢qyp:44:._9 Riskin; ‘Godfrey,’ by Morrie Rys- 

: poor screen and air entertainment. | Calif., virtually marooned Republic’s| tracted by Sherman, replaces Elli- Skidding Skids to kind and Eric Hatch; ‘Pasteur,’ by 
4 As usual, battle cry will be free-| ‘Git Along Little Dogie’ company. 


Gibney Shendon 
lings. 

Best by an assistant director or 
unit manager: William Cannon for 
‘Adverse’; Jack Sullivan for ‘Charge 
of the Light Brigade’; Eric Stacey 
for ‘Garden of Allah’: Clem Beau- 
champ for ‘Last of the Mohicans’; 
Joseph Newman for ‘San Francisco’ 

Nominating committees of the art 
directors’ and assistant directors’ 
sections of the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences have made 
their selections for the annual 
awards. 

Seven films were selected for art 
direction. For the first time the pro- 
duction is to be selected from those 
nominated by the committee repre- 
senting the directors as well as all 
other branches of the Acad, rather 
than by a general vote of the mem- 


and Pierre Col- 


bership. 
to send a number of performers with | next Bobby Breen picture, ‘Boy Nominations are: ‘Anthony Ad- 
widely-known names to head up the | Blue.’ eat” Ces nies Gasee Thede. 
opposition. Some observers feel that , ‘ ; 


consider the subject rationally and | 
logically. Judging from past per- 
formances, at least, there is plenty 
of reason for taking this slant. 


Must Muster Forces 


The strategists who want to make | 
a serious fight against the bill right | 


from scratch are staking their hopes 
on changes in committee personnel 
during recent years. They are par- 
ticularly heartened by the attitude 
of Representative Caroline O’Day. 
of New York, who has been ener- 
getically rounding up votes to head 
off the bill when it gets to the floor 
and who bas been urging the indus- 
tinued on page 25) 











Yascha Bunchuk, Herbert Brenon, 
Mary F. Mc- 
Marie Hollis, 


| Jean de Cavaignac, 
Carthy, Billy Revel, 
(Paris). 

Feb. 5 (West Indies Cruise) Paul 
Larazus (Carinthia). 

Feb. 2 (New York to London) 
Tullio Carminati, Brian Aherne, Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry Wilcoxon (Bremen). 





ARRIVALS 


Mr. and Mrs. Joseph V. Connolly, 
Sir Harold A. Wernher, E. M. Dala- | 
field, Artur Schnabel, Milowa Nei- 
burger, John Brownless, 





Duthey, Lou Holtz. 


Hollywood, Feb. 9. 











lin England and under billing of | him for a sucker. 


Frank Billings. Convinced that Gable | 


was in the northwest at the time, the | d. a., 


gendarmes took the offensive. 











In the end he had 
to call in the bar association, the | 
and his own 
| courage. 


badly flopping | 
The exposure proved to! 


Mary Miles Minter’s demand that have no kick-backs worth all that | 


| the county either prosecute her for worry. 


| the William Desmond Taylor murder | 


thing was another case of showing | licity- skeered, though they now are | 


that put-up-or-shut-up is a_ better | 


approach than sh -sh. Cops after 15 been so jittery. 


years had to admit that there never 


| 
| 


But ever since the Arbuckle case | 


or stop dragging her name into the| the name-players have been pub- | 


beginning to see they needn't have | 


If the L. A. cops won't play ball 


was a nightie with M M M embroid- | because of politics or because they're 
| ered on it in their exhibits as evi- | _ headline- hungry themselves, the stars | 


| dence. 
Worst forms 


of blackmail 


| 


stars the G-men, 
Marcel | have to face and for which no solu- | 


| tion has yet been found are the au- Li 


' 


can, they are assured, always call in | 
since most threats of ex- | 
posure come through the mails, mak- ' 


ing the racket a federal offence. i 





J. J. Milstein. 
Charles Paine. 
Bill Powers. 
Spyros Skouras. 
Lelah Tyler. 
Herbert Yates, 
Ed Zabel. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Marlene’ Dietrich. 
Charles S. Goetz. 
Sol Lesser. 

Cecil Lewis. 
Marian Spitzer. 
Roger Stern. 
Harlan Thompson. 
Gene Towne, 


dio i ticul ld be sticki _thentic ex-mates and living ances-| worth’ (Goldwyn-UA), Richard Day: 
‘ — a pee : ae 7 rahe oe a Strauss’ last film chore in America| ‘Typographical stickups, which/|tors. When these hit the headJines| ‘The Great Ziegfeld’ (MG), Cedric 
, ats neck ou’ pe - — aes Tap was at Paramount four years ago | have become the squawk of the town,|or threaten to, it's something else | Gibbons and Merrill Pye; ‘Lloyds of 
are due for heckling and razzing by for Maurice Chevali are due for the works from now on, | again. : 
Z ommitteemen who not only like to ree weer ' (Continued on page 62) 
eo | ® reg inded S h y tf the stars and dicks agreeing that; Robert Taylor’s grandfather on re- 
oat egy Tham. gre en hied runarounds only aggravate the is-| lief, Mary Astor’s parents in a poor- 
as SAILING sues. house and Murad-reaching incidents 
a at chances to berate films and broad- : NGS Clark Gable’s fast rub-out of an | of similar nature can’t be ducked. ; L. A. to N. Y. 
‘ae casters. The advocates of conserva- Feb. 17 (Paris to New York) Oscar | attempt to stick a paternity pin on| Ex-husbands and, worse, ex-wives, Irving Barry. 
7 es nay ag —— at Rew gee Straus (Champlain). him is proof, the square-shooters | give stars more headaches than su-| Myrt Blum. 
M aw sarees SO SVG Soe See we Feb. 10 (London to New York) | among the constabulary point out, of | pervisors. One comic was splitting| Ned Depinet. 
a B | individuals who think the situation} Milton Shubert (Berengaria). d by following the | 50-50 all he had wi 3 ‘enye| Sam Hellman. 
in | : ; k th what can be done by following the all he had with a wife 15 years 
Ae is serious enough to risk everything.| Feb. 10 (London to New York) | sue-and-be-damned technique. ago. Recently he began getting wires| George Hirliman. 
1@ This division of opinion results | Irwin Dash, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.| Jy Gable’s case the Federal men | for succor. He sent a couple of hun- Stan Holt. 
a ee from the fact that a preponderant (Aquitania). proved to their own satisfaction that | dred bucks. Little by little he found| Milt Hossfeldt. 
ime | majority of the House Immigration | Feb. 10 (London to New York)! Gable was never in England before | himself nicked till he was in for| Stan Laurel. _ 
a) | group is entirely convinced of the | Nicholas Bros. (Ile de France). | they acted against the mother of a | $6, 000. He called a halt and then be- | M. H. Lavenstein. 
oer | =, — Parry wea! of Ss PP sto gy bie to gan | 13-year old girl when the mother | gan being threatened with ‘exposure.’ 1? Wd 
H proposed legislation, has a deep bias | Mark Leady, Lou Wollson, Mr. an laimed Gable had sired the moppet | Even his own lawyers were playing - Machnovitch, 
| | against films and radio, and will not | Mrs. Robert Schless, A. K. Mills, | clai pbs yy te Fe ee ge 
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‘On the Avenue, Radio-Excerpted, : 


Cues Pitfalls of Such Air Bally 





Unsolved problem of radio-film 
overlapping concerns the question of 
whether excerpts of film releases de- 
livered over the radio helps or hurts 
the box office probabilities. There is 
obviously something to be argued 
both ways. Danger on occasion seems 
pretty real, Example within the past 
week was ‘On the Avenue,’ 20th 
Century-Fox picture which was used 
on the Campbell soup ‘Hollywood 
Hotel’ program last Friday (5), 

Picture had only just opened at the 
Radio City Music Hall, New York. 
First half of the hour-long radio pro- 
gram was a salute to composer Irving 
Berlin and was rated socko (see ra- 
dio this issue). But the sec- 
ond 30 minutes developed an almost 
complete synopsis of the film’s plot. 
And that’s where the possible rub 
comes in. 





review 


Two points may be made: 

First, the excerpt was an unflatter 
ing sample with which to whet the 
public appetite to see the picture. 

Second, the whole story is revealed 
in advance and would leave little for 
the radio listener to enjoy since sur- 
prise or tension is cancelled. 

‘On the Avenue’ is in itself prob- 
ably good example of the type of 
thing that poses a challenge to judg- 
rnent. It’s a musical which means | 
the plot, shcrn of its musical trap- 
pings and visual values, is pretty thin | 
and transparent when reduced to ra- 
dio continuity. It must almost in- | 
evitably give a weak approximation 
of its celuloid virtues when com- 
pelled to stand on a plot never meant 
to bear such a critical weight as the 
radio listener—cold-blooded at the 
loudspeaker—may give it. 

Pros and Cons of the Plue 

Publicity value of the build-up is 
very real. But the over-easy device 
of using the actual plot of the film 
seems dubious. Trade may no doubt 
eventually evolve a_ substitution. 
Probably a 
the players using comedy comment 
about the story, but without tipping 
it off, would keep the publicity ad- 
vantages and at the same time side- 
step the menaces, 

It’s practically impossible to ac- 
curately gauge the result of such 
splurges as the Campbell soup event. 
On the one hand the transcontinental 
ballyhoo for the music and its com- 
poser, plus the attention-getting array 
of personalities from the cast, must 
whip up a lot of fan interest. Against 
that, the not-very-funny radio ex- 
cerpt of what’s supposed to be a 
comedy cannot fail to have some ad- 
verse influence. Perhaps enough to 
justify a warning and a change of 
the technique in presentation of film 
material over the air. 

This matter is entirely a question 
of plot and story values and omits 
the matter of star or featured players 
being damaged. That has been exten- 
Sively debated during the past year. 
It requires no recapitulation here and 
now. 


, . . 
It’s True About 4 Dixie 
| . 
Gals Anyway—‘Wind’ Tests 
Atlanta, Feb. 9. 
Well, it looks like some of the 
Dixie gals are going to get a crack 
at some of those ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ roles after all. 
Robert, Atlanta socialite 
of ‘Chip’ -Robert, well 
political circles; Adela 





Louisa 
daughter 


Known in 


Falligant, Georgia U. co-ed, and 
Alicia Rhett, Charleston, S. C., 
Socialite, had been chosen as four 


Southern beauties who will be given 
Screen tests for parts in the forth- 
coming picturization of Margaret 
Mitchell's tome. 





Major’s Stiff Shirt 


Hollywood, Feb. 9. 


+ 


|} Zanization 


|} various 





Hollywood, Feb. 9. 
‘Careless Rapture,’ an original by 
Edwin Mayer and Franz | 
Shulz, is being written into a vehi- | 
cle for Marlene Dietrich at Para- | 
mount. Shulz is working on the} 
treatment. | 


Justus 


Mayer currently is doing the story, 


‘The Buccaneer,’ for C. B. De Mille. 


a - 


Proposed New 
rg. of Pix Fans 








Meeting Opposish 


Announcement of aims and pur- 
poses of the recently organized Or-| 
of Film Audiences 
brought unfavorable reaction among 
groups affiliated with the 
Better Films Council program this 
week because it was feared that the 
new outfit would drag in the contro- 
versial angle in film reviewing. An- 
other angle hit in the Film Audi- 


|ences Association setup was the an- 


line of patter between | 








nounced intention of going over 
questionable scripts since industry 
spokesmen pointed out that obvi- 
ously the Joseph I. Breen code ad- 
ministration (Hays organization) of- 


fice undoubtedly would refuse this | 


request to an outside organization 
set up on a commercial basis. 

That the public wants unbiased 
pictures and that it would lose con- 
fidence in screen productions if 
swayed by propagandistic organiza- 


tions was the opinion expressed by | 


Howard M. Le Sourd, an educator, 
entirely outside the film. Le Sourd, 
who is dear ~~ the Graduate School 
at Bosi... University and chairman 
on the Committee of Social Values 
in Motion Pictures, said he felt that 
this new association could add little 
to the evaluating activities of numer- 
ous church, fraternal and club or- 
ganizations now in existence for sev- 
eral years. It was his opinion that 
the idea of developing audience in- 
terest and so conditioning motion 
pictures in a constructive social di- 
rection is not new by any means. 
The plan of interesting certain pub- 
lic groups in films so as to make the 
pictures take a definite trend in the 
ways the particular organization 
thinks is an old one, according to Le 
Sourd. 


Arthur Ripley’s Chores 


Hollywood, Feb. 9. 
Arthur Ripley, signed by Walter 
Wanger to a termer as a writer di- 
rector, for his work on Fritz Lang’s 


‘You Live Only Once’ and Frank 
Borzage’s ‘History Is Made At 
Night,’ finished added scenes on 
latter production Saturday (9) and 


began Monday 

Lightning’. 
‘Lightning’ was origiially penciled 

in for William K. Howard to direct, 


on ‘Summer 


| but Howard n.g.’ed the thing, caus- 


|ing Wanger to shelve it. 


Piece is be- 


|ing dusted off now for Ripley’s first 
Longmore, New Orleans steno; Susan 





‘Man in Evening Clothes’ will be | 


made by Major Pictures as a Para- 
mount release, 

Andre Picard-Yves Mirande play 
Was given a Broadway staging by 
Henry Miller, 


| 


under his new two-way deal. 





LAEMMLE’S PEG 0’DONNELL 


Carl Laemmle, Jr., is dickering 


with the William Morris office for | 


Peggy O’Donnell, currently in ‘Tide 

Rising’ on Broadway. 
He'll take her to the 

tests alter the show folds. 


ADLON, JR., TO ACT AT U 


Hollywood, Feb. 9. 
Jr., scion of the 
family, has been 


Coast for 





Louis 
European 


Adlon, 
hotel 


handed a role in Universal’s “The 
Road Back.’ 
Adlon recently personal-repped 


for Pola Negri at Ufa, 


° ° ae ? : 
Dietrich s Rapture ” B. Mayer’s Move Follows | 
| New York Visit—Chiefly | 


—_—_——— 
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a Curtsy to the Exhibitors 
—B. O. Damage Fetched 


Squawks—Metro. Figures 


It Won’t Complicate Its’| 


New Selling Season Any 
More Than Necessary 


FEW EXCEPTIONS 


By ARTHUR UNGAR 
Hollywood, Feb. 9. 
Metro has put the ban on broad- 


casting by all its contract people with 


the exception of a.few who have 
this privilege in their contracts. 
Other studios are expected to follow 


suit and with it ban all free broad- 


| casting by their people in the future. 


[See herewith Paramount’s idea of 
its own radio commercial program.] 

This decision was made at Metro 
by Louis B. Mayer following his visit 
to New York. Exhibitors’ squawks 
were responsible for the ban and, as 


result, two of Metro’s most impor- 
tant pictures of current release date 
will not hit the ether lanes. They 
are ‘Good Earth’ and ‘The Last of 
Mrs. Cheyney.’ 

Metro resisted all of the heavy 


pressure brought to give the two pic- 
tures the usual Hollywood free send- 
| off, via the ether lanes, and other 
studios which have been reluctant to 
say no to the free airing are now pre- 
pared to do likewise. 


| Understood that strong home-office 
the | 


has been brought on 
| studios to soft-pedal on the ether 
| problem. With a new selling season 
on and exhibs letting out plenty of 
steam on the quulity of ‘B’ or slough 
| product, the sales department does 
not want any more resistance on the 
part o1 the exhibs than is necessary. 
Having been informed by the latter 
that there must be a kan on star 
perso ielilies doing any broadcasting, 
word has been passed to Hollywood 
to nix free air shows ard to restrain 
contract people, unless they had spe- 


|} pressure 


contrary, from doing any ether 
chores in the near future at least. 
Another angle the New York bosses 
(Continued on page 60) 


cific contractual provisions to the | 


A 


M-G BAN ON BROADCASTING 








vv 








Radio’s 507, Dent 


Minneapolis, Feb. 9. 

that bu fell off as 
cal theatres last 

Monday during the two-hou 
Red Cross flood 
cast is being cited by Northwest 
lied States leaders here as 
of the harm done to the 
by ether entertainment. 

The local organizetion has made a 
demand upon Metro that it prohibit 
its stars from broadcasting on com- 
mercial programs. 


The fact usiness 
much as 50 in ] 
} all-star 
efit radio broad- 
Al- 
*vidence 
box-office 


ben 


NBC CALLS OFF 
PAR’S FILMING 
MANS FAMILY 


Hollywood, Feb. 9. 
between Paramount 
3roadcasting Co. for 
‘One 
have gone by 
boards. Don Gilman, NBC Coast 
head, called off the deal after sev- 
eral months of huddling when studio 
execs held out for their own direc- 
tor, screen play and general handling 
of the production. Contract drawn 
up gave Gilman and Carlton Morse, 
show’s scripter, 
production. 
After the chilling, Gilman 
a statement to the effect 


Negotiations 
and, National 
the filming of 


radio _ serial, the 


issued 
that 


Family’ audience, which has 


| 





Man’s Family,’ | 


Zukor Favors Par’s Own Radio Show, 


Supervised Direct from Hollywood 


lacie, 


Paramount is seriously considering 
a pr ; own on the air and 
may reach a deci on the matter 
shortly, either in the east or at the 
studio where 


‘ 


gram Ol 


mn 


Adolph Zukor is in 
charge and where a Par program 
would originate. However, while 
the company is enthusiastic about 

ing on the air and Zukor is known 
to favor the idea, to date nothing 
concrete has been worked out. 

It is understood that a broadcast 
by Par from its Hollywood studio 
has been discussed for some time 
and that recently Zukor and others 
have grown particularly warm about 
developing plans in that direction. 
Whe Zukor was in New York a 

ago tl mat " dis- 
f th home office executives, 
it irned, Boris Morros, Par’s 

I director, who presumably 

( I f e the radio programs, 
vas here at the same time and is 

iid to have figured in the discus- 

ns along with Zukor. 


Par had a program of its own once 
bef 


re when the company was Para- 
mount Publix and a 50% interest 
, was held in Columbia Broadcasting 
| Co. That interest was turned back 
around seven years ago. At that 
time Par’s own program was sus- 
taining but if returning to the air 
lanes, it may be that a commercial 
ponsor will be sought. This and 

| other angles, including the limita- 
tions, have been discussed, includ- 
ing whether the Par studio would 


have difficulty in providing material 


| for an hour’s broadcast each week, 


an equal say on the | 


Many of its own people are tied up 


| for radio, including Bing Crosby, 
Jack Benny, Burns and Allen. Bob 
| Burns, Fred MacMurray, Martha 


“ 
It | 
would not be fair to the ‘One Man’s | 
again | 


and again manifested its loyalty to | 
the program, to offer a film produc- | 


tion which might be in any degree 
inferior to the standards which have 
been set on the air.’ 

Several of the cast had gone 
through plastic surgery in anticipa- 
tion of their film bow. 





MARY PICKFORD’S OP 
Hollywood, Feb. 9. 
| Mary Pickford is recovering from 
|a gallstone operation at St. Vincent's 
| hospital. 
She is expected to leave the in- 
stitution within a week. 








Hollywood, Feb. 9. 


If the studios and/or exhibitors 


| have anything in their craw against 


it has not come to the attention of 
William S. Paley, Columbia Broad- 
casting prexy. He said he knew of 
nothing serious in the wind and was 
sure that everything would straight- 
en itself out so that even a friendlier 
relation with the studios and theatre 





| operators would result. Paley is 
| here to look over the new KNX 
| layout. 

| While intimating that the Coast 
would lose a lot of air shows if the 
studios cracked down with a non- 


airing edict to its acting personnel, 
| Paley doesn‘t share the belief of 
|others that Hollywood would be a 
dead duck if the film players are 
withdrawn from the kilocycies. He 
doesn’t look for a wholesale exodus 
east, but admits things won’t be the 
same, 

Whatever action exhibs at their 
Miami convention may take against 
air competition will come as a ‘com- 
plete surprise’ to radio, Paley said. 
He added that no concessions have 
been talked to square accounts in 





the event the exhibs reared up’ and 
brought enough pressure on 


the 


radio’s encroachment on their talent 


studios to give their players the 
air—but not the government-con- 


| trolled kind. 
Sapolioing—what again? 
Another revelaticn 
the report that radio biggies were 
overturing the Hays office and 


Raye and until recently Jack Oakie, 
now under RKO contract. 


Rita Johnson Set 


Johnson, 


: 
Rita opening 


tonight 


| (Wednesday) at the Morosco, N. Y., 





CBS Prexy, Paley, Sees No H'wood 
Tiffing With Radic—Just Palsy-Walsy 


to Paley was | 


studio publicists on how best to cam- | 


paign against possible adverse legis- 
lation growing out of concerted 
squawks. Picture industry came 


through a major crisis unscathed and | 


if such an eventuality dawns 
radio it wants to be prepared. 
said it was all news 
he thought ‘ve had 
, 

ome time ago. 
Television, he thoughi, was around 
two years away. Sets will sell for 


on 
He 


o 
Ink 


to him and that 
yur houseclean- | 


around $400 and Hollywood will re- | 


tain its importance as a broadcasting 
center. 


As long as picture names maintain | 


their popularity with radio’s millions | 
they will continue to be top draws, | 


he opined. 

He exploded a Hollywood myth 
when he said that the average men- 
| tality of the masses is way over the 
|accepted 12-year-old level. 
|has made cosmopolites out of 
| provincials, he said, and the cross- 
roads are as up to date as the popu- 
lous centers. 


; ' 
tadio 


SARIETY 


in George M. Cohan’s ‘Fulton of Oak 


Falls,’ has a deal set with Sam Goide 


wyn for pix. 
after the run of the play. 
William Morris office agented. 
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Physical Damage in Tri-State 
Flood Sector Low; Theatres Wary 


! 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 9. 
Check-up over the tri-state terri- 
tory in flood’s wake reveals very 
little physical damage to theatres. 
In most cases, losses will be con- 
fined almost entirely to shutdowns 
and expense of labor crews neces- 
sary to clean up the debris. 





Warners’ experience in Parkers- 
burg, W. Va., pretty typical. 
There, as elsewhere, managers 
weren't caught short, as happened 


almost generally last year, and were 
fully prepared for deluge. WB's two 
houses in that city were under water 
but rugs, seats and equipment sus- 
ceptible to dampness were all re- 
moved to safety in plenty of time. 

C. J. Latta, assistant zone manager 
for WB here, jumped down to} 
Parkersburg over weekend and also 
skirted other towns hit by high 
water and came back with prac- 
tically same report from every- 
where. Houses are rapidly being 
readied for resumption of trade and 
it’s expected that all of the closed | 
sites will be going full blast again | 
by end of week. 

Although danger is practically nil | 
now, town won't really be breathing 
easier until after next month. It was 
in March that the disaster hit in 1936 
and boys have been eyeing the re- 
cent heavy snows distrustfully, re- | 
membering that it was just this that | 
touched off the fireworks a year ago. | 





Charlotte, N.C., Feb. 9. | 


Objections of Baptist ministers at | held this week with Fox-West Coast 


Greenville, S. C., caused cancellation 
of three scheduled Sunday shows for | 
funds to aid flood sufferers. Green- 
ville Red Cross officials announced 
several days ago films would be 
shown at three theatres Sunday af- 
ternoon at which free will offerings 
would be taken. 

* Ministers of the Greenvile and | 
North Greenville Baptist association 
met and adopted resolutions disap- 
proving the shows and asking Red 
Cross officials to cancel them. 





While winter floods have taken 
their toll from Pennsylvania to the 
upper reaches of the Mississippi and 
now are endangering the states of 
Arkansas, Mississippi and Louisiana, 
no fears are felt by operators that 
there will be a recurrence of last 
spring’s floods later on. This is predi- 
cated largely on the fact that the 
winter hasn’t far to go and there is 
little likelihood that snow and ice 
will pile up as it did last year. 

New England operators who were 
severely struck last spring when 
the big thaw came, accompanied by 
rains, are no more apprehensive over 
the possibility of spring floods than 
other theatre men. In spite of the 
fact that New England, particularly 
the upper states, are in the heavy 
snow territory, this year the flakes 
have been few ana far between. New 
England was for a while gently 
threatened by floods last month but 
the threat didn’t materialize, which 
makes this territory much luckier 
than the Ohio and Mississippi val- 
leys, hit both last year and this 
winter. 

Showmen League's $750 
Chicago. Feb. 9. 
J. C. McCaffery, president of the 


Showmen’s League of America, last! fied in recent months. 





| chon & Marco's St. Louis, took up 


| two houses, performers from every 
| radio station 
| KMOX and WIL, in addition to acts 
| from hotels and niteries, participated. 





half of show which ended at 11 p.m., 
and Johnny Perkins, m.c. at Fan- 


stint until curtain was lowered at 3 
a. m. Besides talent from F&M’s 


in town, KSD, KWK, 





The band of Sixth Infantry, U. S. A., 
stationed at Jefferson Barracks, Mo., 
played throughout show. 
Cincinnati, Feb. 8. | 

During flood layoff all RKO em- 
ployees, including card boys, were 
paid in full for first week and half 
salary for second week, with lesser 
help drawing regular pay through- | 


out. 


| fit sponsored by picture names got 





COAST'S $50.00 | 
FLOOD RELIEF 


Hollywood, Feb. 9. 
Picture industry contributions to 
flood relief totals more than $50,000, 
$20,000 of this cleared through the 
producers’ association. Shrine bene- 


$10,000. 


Numerous other benefits being 


affair at Grauman’s Chinese expect- 
ing a $4,000 sellout. 





Fields’ Fleed Film. | 


Holiywood, Feb. 9. | 

While Leonard Fields, Republic | 
producer, was in the east during the 
flood he had newsreel lensers grab 
off a flock of shots for him. Then 
he wrote a story about the ravaging 
situation. 

He is trying to peddle his property 
to all studios, not necessarily Re- 
public. 


| sington, have been put 


Parkersburg OK Again 


Pittsburgh, Feb, 9, 

Waiers in Parkersburg, W. Va., 
had receded enough and damage was 
repaired in time to permit Warners 
to open the Smoot after two-week 
shutdown. WB's other site there, 
Strand, however, was still shut, but 
circuit expects to have it in opera- 
tion again over weekend. 

Emphasizing improved conditions 
in this territory generally, WB an- 
nounced at same time that the 
Prince, in Ambridge, Grand in 
Greensburg, and Ritz in New Ken- 
in full-time 
operation. Previously they were open 
only on weekends. 


JUST A DETAIL—THEY 
ONLY FORGOT TICKETS 


Milwaukee, Feb. 9. 
Plans for a city wide midnight and 
morning show in an endeavor to 
raise $45,060 for flood refugees, went 
awry when mystery surrounded the 
whereabouts of the tickets. 





With the mayor, the chief of po- | 


lice, fire commissioner and _ school 
officials and other dignitaries co- 
operating 100% with theatre execu- 
tives who advanced the idea, every- 
thing was in readiness for the affair. 
The newspapers agreed to give free 
space generously, tickets were to be 
sold by firemen and policemen, ar- 
rangements were completed for the 
film and every theatre in Milwaukee 
representing 100,000 seats was set 
for the affair. 

Came the day for the big ticket 
drive, but there were no tickets. It 
appears that in the scuffle and 
bustle the tickets were forgotten 
with the result that it would take 


| too long to have same printed. Show 
| was only two days off, so, the antici- | 


pated $45,000 never materialized. 


Parker’s Script Job 


Hollywood, Feb. 9. 
Austin Parker is finishing up script 
on ‘Something to Sing about’ for 
Grand National. 
This 


| ing Lawrence Tibbett, 





| town. 





et 
a 


L’ville Feverishly Drying Up Its 
Theatre Seats, Carpets, Etc., for Biz 





By GEORGE WIEDERHOLD 

Louisville, Feb. 9. 
After the all-time record floor of 
1937 has done its worst, Louisville 
showmen are feverishly working 
long hours, with crews of men going 
at top speed to clean up, repair the 
damage done by the flood waters, 


and get their houses in shape for 
opening. Just when they will be! 
opened is problematical. City health 
authorities say they ean get going 
just as soon as the houses are 


properly cleaned and heated, but the 
important thing now is that no posi- 
tive assurance has been given as to 
power for lighting, projection, sound, 
etc. 

The Kentucky, operated by the 
Switows, was a little more fortunate 
than some of the other houses in 
By chance, the Switow Bros. 
requisitioned a crew of 12 Negro 
laborers when the flood seemed to be 





Flood Benefit | 








(Continued from page 1) 
American Guild of Musical Artists 
organized the benefit at Carnegie 


Hall for Feb. 20. House is expected to | 


gross around $40,000 with seats sealed 
from $250 for boxes down to $25, $15. 
$10, $5, $3, $2 and $1. Radio time 


| sold to Henry Ford for an additional 


| 


| berg, Efrem Zimbalist, Jaspar Cas- 


is the story Wallace Smith | 


was working on at the time of his | 


death. The musical will be produced 
by Victor Schertzinger. 





'B Pix Send More and More Eastern 


Talent Into the 


Hollywood Hopper 





Vast increase in the number of 
Class B and program pictures in the 
last six months not only has hiked 
activity of eastern talent depart- 
ments, but it also has given young 
contract players, sent to the Coast 
from N. Y., an opportunity they have 
not realized in the past. It has 





speeded up their ‘testing’ in actual 
feature production work by placing 


similar to a newspaper office, reports 
being received almost daily from 
Washington, Philadelphia, Boston 
and Chicago representatives. After 
these come in and are filed, assign- 
ments are made to go out on forth- 
coming shows or acts to be caught 
in various local fields, 


Incidentally, vet talent officials 
scout the idea that mass tests can 


the outset. 


With production schedules of not 
only independents but all 
companies considerably increased 
and an enlarged demand for pic- 
tures suitable for spotting on the 
ever-increasing quantity of double 
bills, the search for talent along the 
Atlantic seaboard has been intensi- 
Consequently, 


week presented a check for $750 to| veteran talent officials in N. Y. are 


the Red Cross as a donation from the 


League for the fiood relief fund. 
Springfield, Mass., Feb. 9. 
Nate Goldstein, of Goldstein Bros., 
Paramount partners in Massachu- 
setts, who with Meyor Henry Martins 
of Springfield is on the flood relief 
committee there, arranged three 


benefits for sufferers. One was held | 


Monday night (8) at the Par, Spring- 
field, with the house scaled from $1 
to $3 in hopes of raising around 
$5,000 on that benefit alone. Gold- 
stein made this estimate last week 
when in New York contacting: the 
Par home office. 

The other two benefits were held 
Tuesday night (9) in the Capitol, 
Pittsfield. and the Par, North Adams, 
at $1 top. 

St. Leuis’ $12,000 
St. Louis, Feb. 9. 


A seven-hour show in municipal | 


auditorium, sponsored by MPTO of 
St. Louis, raised $12,000 for flood suf- 
ferers Saturday (6) and this added 
to other donations raises city’s do- 
nations to $300,192 to date. 
which started at 8 p. m., attracted 
9,000 who paid from $1 general ad- 
mission to $5 for-box seats. 

Paul Whiteman, currently at Am- 
bassador, took his troupe for first 


Show, . 


not greatly disturbed when some 
cide there is no talent in the east 
after spending a week in Manhattan. 
They figure the Hollywood exec on 
an eastern junta won't be able to un- 
cover talent any easier than a New 
Yorker visiting London would be 
able to straighten out Europe's prob- 
lems in a week's time. 

Top West Coast talent officials of 
old-line major companies realize that 
the snaring of suitable screen talent 
in the east or anywhere else is the 





| 





routine process of assembling and 
inspecting 500 to 1,000 different 
people in hopes of discovering one 
suitable performer. 

It’s a well-known fact that a ma- 
jority of major companies are bend- 


ing over backwards to encourage | eastern islest. desestaieets ond be | 


and aid the eastern divisions in their 
quest for embryonic talent. De- 
tailed reports are received daily giv- 
ing the outline of Coast current 
casting problems. Grand opera, 
burlesque, vaudeville, WPA theatres, 
amateur shows, college productions, 
radio, night clubs and every walk 
of life are combed thoroughly in 
hopes of locating suitable new people 
for films. 
Censtantly Scouting 

The average major company’s 

New York talent office is patterned 


West Coast executives suddenly de-| juct so much wasted footage and| 


| either to the actors or the film com- 
| pany. They figure that a worthwhile 
major | test must permit the thespian to 


| carry through at least one definite 
| dramatic or comedy scene. 


| 
| 11 tests in a period of 12 to 14 hours 
| does not furnish the directors, pro- 

ducers or cameramen an opportunity 
| to bring out the most pertinent qual- 
| ities in a person’s ability, they say. 
| In many respects such methods mean 


small chance of any such tests re- 
ceiving any notice whatever on the 
Coast. Few major companies fol- 
| low such a plan. 

Influx of Grade B and C produc- 
tions has permitted numerous so- 
called ‘discoveries’ being sent to the 
Coast With the recommendation to 


roles soon after their arrival. It’s a 
distinct break, for both the player 
and the film company thus 
out quickly whether the performer 
can deliver or approach expectations. 





major film companies were consider- 
| ing several strip-tease artists from 
New York burley shows is rated in 
top burlesque managers as strictly a 
gag. Several of the more youthful 
strippers recently were offered to 
film company casting officials in 
N. Y. but none was seriously con- 
sidered even as test possibilities. 
Unless the burlesque beauts are 
adept at singing, dancing and read- 
once-over. Talent execs 
and figures in burlesque houses but 
they've been disappointed to date. 





$100,000 will bring the who’s who 


concert figure to $140,000 exclusive of | 
the souvenir program of names, ad- | 


vertising and contributions. 

Top Cencert Names 
Guild has arranged for appear- 
ances of 15 of its top names includ- 
Jascha Hei- 
fetz, Lotte Lehman, Gladys Swarth- 
out, Josef Hoffman, Albert Spalding, 
Lauritz Melchior, Elizabeth Reth- 


sado, Jose Iturbi and Sergei Rach- 
maninoff. Latter has never played 
any type of benefit in his career. 
Couple of other names omitted be- 


cause of conflicting commercial en- | 


| gagements, but will appear as ‘sur- 





Idea of shooting through five te | 


| 


step up into reasonably prominent | 


find | 


Reports in burlesque circles that | 


ing lines, they are not given the | 
are con- | 
stantly on the prowl for new faces | 


prises.’ 

Heifetz, unable to be released from 
an engagement, will have his bit 
wired from his dressing room in| 
Philadelphia to Carnegie Hall. Each 
artist will be allotted about eight 
minutes which should run program | 
into two hours. 

As in case of Music Hall benefit, | 
nets will divvy time. Entire pro- 
ceeds of both, minus incidental ad- 
ministration expenses, go to the! 
charity. Everything from radio time | 
down the line is on the cuff with | 
exception of Carnegie Hall, which} 
feared establishing a precedent in | 
permitting a cuffo tenant. 

Benefit held at the Fox, Brooklyn, | 
Feb. 5, under sponsorship of Broad- | 
way Flood Relief Committee, grossed 
$1,783 on a three-hour show of stage | 
fare, plus a previewed film. Admish 
was 50c. flat. 

Chairmanned by Dick Gilbert, | 
show comprised Bob Hope, Mitzi | 
Mayfair, Harry Hirschfield, Vaughn | 
De Leath, Jacques Frey, Mario Brag- 
giotti (maestros dueted on pianos), 
Gracie Barrie, Henny Youngman, | 
Billy Glason, Abner Silver, Irving 
Caesar and Ernie Mack. 

Show was aired by WMCA for two 
hours and relieved by station WNYC | 
for remainder. House previewed | 
‘She Shall Have Music’ after the per- 
formance. 





Grace Moore’s Next 





Hollywood, Feb. 9. 


| aged, 


| seats 


| the water 


most menacing, and had them take 
up all seats, carpets, etc., and move 
them to an upper floor. The crew 
was then to have moved over to 
Loew’s State, for the same routine 
but when they arrived they were 
unable to function, George Hunt. Jr. 
manager of Loew’s State, states that 





the boys said they were too dov- 
tired to take up any more seats. and 
added ‘they certainly looked it.’ As 
a result, about half the seats in 


Loew's were damaged by wate; 
the basement was flooded. Hunt was 
| busy with a crew of men, working 
by the light of gasoline lamps, re 
placing seats which had been a 
and making preparations to 
| Open. The heating plant had not 
been dried out, but the house was 
being dried with the aid of sala- 
manders, open stoves for heating 
and drying, and which burn coke, 
charcoal or wood. 


, and 


re- 


ame 


Across the street at the Rialto, 
Fred Dolle was supervising the _ 
installation of new seats. Little 


damage was done at that house, ac- 
cording to Dollie, for the reason that 
were taken 


up, as well as 
|earpets, and moved to an upper 
floor, before the flood water came 


into the house. 
At the Strand, another Fourth Ave. 


| Amus. Co. house, A. J. Kalberer, 
|; Manager, was diligently at work 
supervising the pumping of the 


basement. Two gasoline pumps were 
| busy belching streams of water from 
the basement, and the drying out 
process was about to commence. 
| There was little damage, actually, in 
the house. Water came into the or- 
chestra pit, but none on the floor. 
Some carpets were taken up, as well 
as several rows of seats, as a pre- 
cautionary measure. The house has 
its own light plant, and was never 
without lights at any time during 
the flood disaster. 

Libson’s Mary Anderson got off 
lightly. Water came into the base- 
ment, and seeped into the house, 
| taking in four rows of seats. Work 
| is underway to pump the water from 
| the basemenf, and the house will be 


| ready “tf resume when given the 
word that power is available. 
Brown fit Hardest 
The most severe damage was 


suffered by the Brown, which was 
waterlogged over the entire lower 
floor. The tremendous pressure of 
under the stage, caused 
the wood and concrete to buckle, 
raising the center of the stage under 


| the sound horns, to a height of eight 


feet. The house is covered with a 
layer of mud, and at present no 
efforts are being made to rehabilitate 
the house, with the exception of 
gasoline pumps which are clearing 
the basement of water. No one 
would attempt to estimate the prob- 
able damage, and the future of the 
house is problematical. 

The Ohio, subsequent run on 
Fourth avenue, suffered little from 
the water, although seats and fur- 
nishings received rough treatment by 
1.500 refugees who were housed 
there. The Uptown, in the High- 
lands, was also occupied by the flood 
refugees (colored), for several days, 
and the Fourth Avenue Amusement 
Company is prepared to spend con- 
siderable on repairing the damage 
done by the flood visitors. 

House completely inundated by 
the flood waters, were the Broadway, 
Ideal, Oak, Park, Palace, Parkland, 
Shawnee, and Towers. The damage 
has been terrific, and an accurate 
figure on cost of rehabilitation will 
be difficult until the actual work 
begins. One of the main items of 
expense, theatre operators advise, 15S 





Stephen Morehouse Avery’s orig- | 
inal, ‘The Sound of Your Voice,’ is | 
being readied for Grace Moore at 
Columbia to follow ‘When You're in 
Love.’ 

Avery scripting on writer-director 
contract but not set as pilot. 





Wanger’s Lookers 
Hollywood, Feb. 9. 


Walter Wanger has signed 11 art- | 


ists’ models for his proposed produc- 
tion cf ‘Vogues of 1938.’ Posers will 
be billed as most beautiful girls in 
the world. 

Hal Horne lined up the lookers in 
the east for Wanger. 





DIETZ ON COAST 


Hollywood, Feb. 9. 
Howaréed Dietz will fiy from Miami, 
Fla., to Hollywood Wednesday (10). 
Due here following day. 


that of soap powder, disinfectants, 
etc. 

The Memorial Auditorium, located 
at Fourth and Kentucky, also 
suffered from the water. A 
current, four feet deep, eddied 
around the building, filling the 
basement and coming onto the house 
floor back to the 26th row. There 
are 34 rows in the house. Nazimova 
in ‘Hedda Gabler’ was cancelled for 
Monday (25), and the forthcoming 
concert by Nelson Eddy, under the 
| local management of J. H. Thuman. 
| scheduled for Feb. 11, will be set 
| back to a later date. 

Quarantine on the flood area has 
been lifted, and people are being 
| permitted to move into their home: 
| just as soon as sanitary facilities, 
heat, etc., are available. 

From all indications, show busi- 
ness is leading the way in the re- 
| habilitation of Louisville, and should 
|play a big part in restoring the 
| morale of citizens in this stricken 
city. 
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Talking Bryan Foy for Production 
Head of Republic in Levine s Spot 


Coast advices are that Bryan Foy 
may move to Republic, succeeding in 
the berth made vacant by Nat Le- 
vine. Foy is now with Warner Bros. 
under an option deal. His termer is 
stated to be expiring in April. 

Additionally, Wall Street advices 
are that Herbert J. Yates is bent on 
some kind of financial reorganization 
of Republic, but details on this are 
not known. 

On the Foy matter, it is understood 
that Yates feels that Foy knows how 
to make the type of films which Re- 
public wants. 

In line with the general reorgani- 


zation of Republic, Jack Fier, long 
production manager under Nat Le- 
vine. has resigned and leaves the 


It is understood that Fier 
a vacation before rejoining 
the latter’s new connec- 


company 
will take 
Levine on 
tion. 

Yates got back East on Monday (8) 
and has been home ill since. 





| 





Hollywood, Feb. 9. | 

Selling his half interest in Seoouhine 
studio for a figure reported at $500,- 
000, Nat Levine tendered his resig- 

nation as production head to Herbert | 


1 
(Continued on page 27) | 


U CONFEREES EAST: 


PETTI JOINS COWDEN | 


Hollywood, Feb. 9. 
Following conferences with Uni- 
versal execs, Charles B. Paine, Uni- 
versal treasurer, and M. Machno- 
vitch, representing eastern interests, 
trained out for New York “Yast Fri- 


day (5). 
They discussed next season’s pro- 
duction slate and policies with 


Charles R. Rogers, J. P. Normanly 
and other studio producers. 

Anthony Petti, private secretary to 
J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of Uni- 
versal Picture’s board, has been 
called to London by the U. official, 
to clean up unfinished business 
abroad. 

Cowdin has been abroad since the 
first of the year visiting principal 
key cities. 








Spitz Has Aylesworth 
Spot Also; Divvy Soon? 


Conditions are fortuitous for 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum to resume re- 
gular dividends on its 7% preferred 
stock, on a regular basis, s00n. KAO 
is the chief theatre subsidiary of 
RKO. 

At the same time, Wall Street sees 
Leo Spitz, president of RKO, being 
named additionally to chairmanship 
of RKO and all RKO subsidiary 
companies, succeeding M. H. Ayles- 
worth. in this post. Aylesworth be- 
comes a member of the Scripps- 
Howard management board. 

REKO’'s definite officer slate, under 
Spitz, upon RKO’s reorganization, 
is still a matter of conjecture. 

No official word concerning Spitz’ 
return from the Coast as yet. He 
has been on the Pacific slope more 
than a month, on general studio 
business. Certain personnel changes 
in the company’ 
fected in consequence of Spitz’s con- 
fabs with Sam Briskin, studio head 





and other studio factotums. Offi- 
ci. lly, however, nothing specific is 
known. 

At present there is no indication 
as io who will succeed the late 
James Fie.d, as counsel for the 
Kceith-Albee-Orpheum circuit. Field 
came to KAO from the law firm of 


Goldwater & Flynn, counsel for the 
M J. Meehan interests. The Meehan 


people are said to own approxi- 
mately 30,000 shar of KAO opre- 
ferred stock, of the approximately 


63,000 shares outstandin; 

Dividend payments on KAO pre- 
+ —— 
aerread were resumed under the ad- 
ministration of Herbert Bayard 
Swope, as chairman of the 
company. 


+ 








I Niek Schenck Miami-ing | 


WINTER SPORTS 





* 





NOW OPPOSITION 


Until Early in March | Theatre Managers Fornaite | 


Nick Schenck will return to his | 
New York desk from Miami early in | 
March. | 

Al Lichtman, who was down there 
a couple of weeks ago for a brief 


stay, is now at the Metro home office. 


PAR’S JANUARY 
GROSS UP 317, 
OVER 1936 





The month of January for Para- 
mount saw rentals leap to the best 
figure since 1930, a compilation 
showing that this January was 37% 
better on distribution than the same 
month a year ago. Rise is partly due 
to improved conditions but also im- 
portantly reflects results being ob- 
tained by Par during its Silver 
Jubilee drive which was inaugurated 
Jan. 3. 

During the month, among pictures 
which Par has sent on release for 
pushing on the sales drive have been 
‘College Holiday,’ ‘Plainsman’ and 
‘Champagne Waltz,’ plus a few open- 
ing dates on ‘Maid of Salem.’ 


When he was in New York re- 
cently, Adolph Zukor, on the basis 
of the first week’s business in Janu- 
ary, declared that rentals were 
showing an increase of around 40%. 
His percentage was based on busi- 
ness the first week in January, as 
against the business the same week 
in 1936. 


MAYER FETES EXECS; 
HEADS PRODS. 7TH YR. 


Hollywood, Feb. 9. 

At a dinner on the Metro lot yes- 
terday (Monday), given by Louis B. 
Mayer to members of the Producers’ 
Association, celebrating his seventh 
consecutive year as president, Will 
H. Hays reported on his European 
trip and the condition of film biz 
abroad. He told of conferences in 
Italy and the status on quotas and 
restrictions. The two-hour session 
was attended by 35. 











Looked on the Ice- and- | 


London, Feb. 2. 
Snow as Chaser-Inners for Charles Laughton has registered 
his new production unit, The May- 
the B. O. — Now the flower Pictures Corp., Ltd., with a 
Masses Are Ski, Snow- | 2Ominal capital of $150,000. Direct- 


America-Minded 


HOCKEY, ETC. 


| 


| operate at 


Chicago, Feb. 
Show business used to rose doce 


| await winter, because the theatres 
were convinced that the ice and 
snow were their best allies in getting | 
them customers. Ice and snow 


chased people indoors to the heated 
comfort of the theatres. But all that 
is changed now. 

Theatre managers throughout the| 
nation have come to regard ice and 
snow no longer an ally, but a stead- 
ily growing competitor. For ice and 
snow in themselves have become 
powerful magnets, and ice, on its| 
own, is now an outstanding box-| 
office inducement. 

Ice has become responsible for an 
annual business running into nearly 
$15,000,000, and now rates as an im- | 
portant part of show business. In| 
hockey alone there is annual gross | 
of- nearly $3,000,000, and it’s gener- | 
ally admitted that hockey as a box-| 
office sport is still in short pants. | 
In such towns as Chicago, New York, 
Detroit, Montreal, Boston, 
and other key cities, the hockey 
matches are filling stadia seating as 
high as 20,000 people, at $3.30 top. 
The games draw the type of audience 
that regular theatres have always 
had their tongues out for and a Sun- 
day or Thursday evening at the 
hockey games brings out the spend- 
ers in a body. 

Heckey 

Hockey is today the nation’s ace 
sports draw of midwinter, and is the 
leader by a wide margin, despite re- 
cent efforts to build up basketball. 
Hockey is too well organized on 2 
professional league basis. 

Nite clubs have found a terrifi 
wallop in ice as boxoffice; those 
niteries using floor shows on ice have 
been big b.o. winners. College In: 
of tne Hotel Sherman here is an 
example. Two years ago put the 
ice show on for a six-week novelty 








and wound up keeping the ice show , 


in for 18 months so great was the 
public response. Other nite clubs 





v.p. for the fifth time, while Charles 
R. Rogers was elected second vice 
prexy to fill vacancy created by 
Joseph M. Schenck’s resignation. 
Fred W. Beetson was retained as 
secretary and treasurer. 

Schenck resigned because he be- 
lieved he would be called away too 
much to give service to the job. 





Harold Berg Sent to 
Bellevue; Observation 








studi, may be af- | 


+t - - | 
‘eatre 


Harold Berg, 


who recently 


itinerant film man 

organized British Na- 
| tional Pictures of America, and was 
| subsequently arrested on a charge of 
| writing worthless checks. was com- 
mitted to the psychopathic ward at 


Bellevue hospital, N. Y., last week, 
at request of his counsel, 
Judge Bohan of Special Sessions 


agreed to a residence by Berg in the 
hospital for several weeks, 
servation. 


Hubbard’s Moving Day 


Hollywood, Feb. 9. 
Lucien Hubbard has cleaned up his 
| contract at Metro and moved over 
to Paramount, where he will pro- 
duce. 
His first Par assignment will be 
‘Spawn of the North.’ 





J. L. Warner was reelected first | 


throughout the country have had the | York this week conferring on the) 


___ (Continued o1 on page 27) 


F.D.R.’s Supreme Ct Idea Augurs 
Quick NRA, and Pix Biz Favors It 


Train and St. Moritz-in- he 


| R. Jenks. 


| $50,000, and 


Toronto | 





: 





ra. 


Laughton, Inc. 


are Laughton, Erich Pommer, 
M. Guedalla, A. T. Chenhalls and 


Previously stated that the unit will 
Denham, releasing 
through United Artists, and will set 
sail when Laughton finishes ‘I, 
Claudius’ for Korda. 


FLU CHECK-UP 
SHOWS HEAVY - 
LOSSES 


Hollywood, Feb. 9. 
Studios checking up on losses due 
to flu layoffs found all majors affect- 
ed beyond the five figure mark, ex- 
cept Columbia. 


Metro hardest hit with seven-day 
shutdown on ‘Captains Courageous’ 
shooting the budget up another | 
‘Last of Mrs. Cheyney’ 
socked for $110,000 on a two-week 
layoff. ‘Parnell’ accounted for an- 
other $100,000 red ink splash. 

















| 


Twentieth Century-Fox counted its | 


loss around $25,000. Paramount 
charged off same amount for two 
days’ loss on ‘Souls at Sea.’ 

‘Toast of New York’ idled for a 
week with RKO, estimating loss at 
$75,000. Warners nicked for $10,000 
on six pictures and Universal saw 
$30,000 go up the flue (no pun). 

Heaviest losses were incurred by 
location troupes and pictures with 
heavy extra call. 





Schaefer Back Feb. 20 


George J. Schaefer is due back in 
New York from Florida around Feb. 
20, a few days ahead of the return 
of Paul Lazarus, head of the contract 
department at United Artists, who 
sailed on a West Indies cruise Fri- 
day (5). He is due back Feb. 24. 


D. J. McNerney, UA’s_ branch 
manager at San Francisco, is in New 


| Schaefer drive. 








No Otterson Deal for Erpi; Talk 
Anent Joe Kennedy Also Chills 





can Telephone & Telegraph Co. has 
nixed an offer from John E. Otter- 
son to acquire Electrical Research 


of the sources from which Otterson 


wight raise the necessary millions in | 


such an eventuality. Trade talk has 





for ob- | 


| revolved around the probability of 

| Otterson returning to the helm of 
ERPI but this held to be 
remote. 

| Once financial circles and the trade 

| believed that the A.T. & T. was 

| thinking of disposing of ERPI, but 


also is 


opinion is definite now 
er equipment subsidiary of Western 
Electric will not be disposed of to 
private interests. Perhaps this latest 
attitude of the A.T. & T. follows 
more mature consideration of the 
situation and after long delibera- 
tion. Opinion is that as a matter of 
public policy, the A.T. & T. would 
not do this. 

Once the matter reached the con- 
ference stage when the majors, some 
months ago. had been considering 





Banker opinion is that the Ameri- | 


Products, Inc. There is no indication | 


that the talk- | 


as a group to purchase ERPI for the 
| industry. The matter reached the 
conference stage but faded. 

Joseph P. Kennedy’s nzme also 
has been linked with a possible pur- 
chase of ERPI control, but that’s 
| offside. 

Downtown, It is felt that if A.T. & 


T. were considering severance from | 
would be | 


ERPI, the phone company 
inclined rather to liquidate ERPI as 
that firm is constituted today, then 
dispose of it to private interests 
ERPI as a subsidiary of the A.T. & T. 
is one thing, but as a private firm 
it would be something else. 

In its present state, ERPI can draw 
upon Western Electric and Bell 


Laboratory resources for information | 
= | 
As an A.T. & T.| 


and development. 
subsidiary, ERPI has access to all of 
the A.T. & T. patent files and experi- 
mentation. 

Even if the way were 
inconceivable to financial 
that the A.T. & T. 


open, it is 
observer 


owned ERPI to be privy to the same 
associations and the benefits thereof. 


! unions in various branches of 
| ness believe that some Government 
; 

agency such as 


| such as trade unions, 


Move by President Roosevelt to 
increase the number of U.S. Supreme 
Court justices this week was viewed 
by legal lights of the picture busi- 
ness as paving the way for imme- 
diate restoration of the NRA or some 
similar set-up. By setting up a spe- 
cial code operation for various U. S. 
industries by this method, filmite 
attorneys envisioned the re-establish- 
ment of the Blue Eagle in some form 
in a few months’ time. 


And not only are those familiar 


with the old NRA administration 
heartily in favor of the latest na- 


tional administration move but in- 
dustry leaders generally have voiced 
[ the opinion that it will aid business. 
Figure that it would better condi- 
tions generally. 

Those who have watched the ever- 
increasing power of trade labor 
busi- 
the NRA and its 
code line-up will prove the most 
effectual protection for the admin- 
istrative section of industry. They 
admit that labor is organized by in- 
dustries or trades with the definite 
right of collective bargaining while 
business cannot organize collectively 
on an equal basis with unions. 

Industry spokesmen this week ad- 
mitted that unless business itself is 
brought together in some strong or- 
ganization or combination of forces 
it always will 
be at a loss to successfully defend 
itself against unionism demands. 
Obvious reason for business being 
unable to organize like unions under 
present limitations is because mon- 


opoly would be charged. Conse- 
quently, the film industry leaders 


as well as individuals in other lines 
of business think that Governmental 
effort will be needed to bring about 
changes legalizing such organiza- 
tion of biz groups. 

Not only is this deemed essential 





would for a mo- | 
ment consider allowing a privately | 


|as a matter of self-preservation but 


it is also thought it will speed up 
business recovery. Veteran former 


| NRA officials contend that the back- 


ground for the current recovery 
move can be traced to the activities 
of the Blue Eagle during its brief 
tenure of life. 


Some sort of NRA _ alignment 
would be welcomed in many in- 
dustrial quarters as being a sure 
means of eliminating the vast 
amount of anti-trust litigation which 
has been a constant source of an- 
noyance to film distributing com- 
panies ever since the Blue Eagle was 
knocked off by the Supreme Court 
decision. 

With success of the President’s plan 
for revamping the entire national 
court setup assured in the present 
session of Congress, some industry 
observers were looking for speedy 
enactment of some sort of NRA 
legislation and its installation by 
midsummer. 





Jessel’s Florida Vacash 
Before Joining LeRoy 


George Jessel will vacation in 
Florida until April 15, when he joins 
Warner Bros. as assistant to Mer- 
vyn LeRoy on Jatter’s pictures. He 
is expected to have an important 
hand in the making of a Rodgers 
;and Hart musical, ‘In the Deep 
| South,’ which will star Ethel Merman 
|}and Fernand Gravett. Jessel closed 
his deal during the past week. He 
| was last on the Universal lot. Max 
Gordon also will sit in with LeRoy 
| on this production. 

Actor-producer is now personally 
supervising mounting of Nat Perrin’s 
play, ‘Glory for All,” current in Phil- 
adelphia. 





Philadelphia. Feb. 8 

George Jessel took over direction 
of ‘Glory for All’ from Frank 
Craven when latter insisted on de- 
| leting certain risque lines. but was 
balked by the author, Nat Perrin. 
Show bankrolled by film people, 
including, besides Jessel, Bert 
Wheeler, Sam Briskin. Fred Kohl- 
|mar, Bert Kalmar, Harry ° Ruby, 
Burns and Allen, 


and Nat Goldstone. 
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Show Biz Grosses in 46 States 


Upped $125,000,000 From ‘33 to 35 


4 
— > 





Washington, Feb. 9. 
Grosses of amusements in 46 states 
rose nearly $125,000,000 from 1933 to 
1935, with the number of spots in- 
creasing almost 6,000, according to 
Census Bureau figures released to- 


Incorporations 


NEW YORK 
Albany. 
Island Film Cerp., Manhattan: deal in 


| motion pieture film and sound equip- 
day. } ment; capital stock, 106 shares, no par 
With data complete for every sec- | ae saberperaters: ; Sateen E, rsa 
7 y a ence } imen, ¢ ony e 
tor except the New York-New Jer-| aii of 36 West 44th street, New York 
sev-Pennsylvania area, the Census } Cit» é 
amine ‘ . agccregate take Peoples Cinema, Ine., Manh: ur deal 
survey revealed an aggregate ake | in motion picture film and sound equip 
in the remainder of the nation of | ment; capital stock, 100 share no par 
"Ee 9 ( ic mmc he ) Value [Inecorporators came i above 
$476,288.000 This wee $123,421 ,0( 0 American Bolex Co., Inec., Manhattan 
ahead of the 1933 total. Declines | geal in motion pictures: capital stock 
occurred in only three states, Illi- | 190 shares $100 par value. Incorpora.- 
° tor George ascaden ’ cast 46! 
nois, Mississippi and Louisiana na: ee Sao aes Pt ethan’ MI 
The studies on the East and West | Cascaden, 239 East 46th street. New 
. ” > . : . _ — York C : Giver <¢ Macy, 155 Last 
North-Central groups of states Were | idth street. New York City 
published last week, indicating box-| Film Histerians, Ine., Manhattan; mo- 
office hauls in these 12 states zoomed | {on picture aes, ag tt 100 
. « agee snares q a ai » co orators 
$36.426.000 to a total of $193,663,000 | Davia Klinger, Myer PD Mermin, 
There were 1.685 more spots lighted ag Tarle, all of 61 Broadway, New 
, ‘ arp a | York City 
in 1935 than two years earlier. } Elgin Radio and Television Corp., 
The data on the dozen states of the | Manhattan: general radio and television 
j : j ; | business; capital stock, 200 shares, no 
upper mid-West did not result in | par mata Incereeratera: Heary M 
any change in the leadership so far. | Sehneiderman. 1854 Ocean avenue, 
California, with a 1935 gross of $66.- | Brooklyn Esther Zins, 133 Gates ave. 
526 7 990 c i nue trooklvn: tober a ug ) 
686.000 and a rise of $22,549,000. | nichols avenue. Brooklyn 
sticks on top. lLUlinois slid into sec-| Barbara’ Robbins, = Man! 
ig sral theatrical 1 motior picture 
ond place, nosing out Massachusetts, opel cane sl stock. 7% shares. $160 
despite a drop of $2,114,000 in the } Par valu Incorporators: awit pe 
> < > i reveale ; | Green and Bernard H Cone, both « 
1935 take. Ohio revealed the third lice Ney caehane Meer Yak. eas 
largest gain yet recorded, with a | Frances 27. Fairview _ street, 


Weiss, 27 
| Yonkers, N. Y¥. 
Clever Cinema Corp., Manhattan: ger 


jump of $9,165,000. 
The following is the dope on the | 


| eral theatrical and motion picture busi- 


Central group: | ness; — stock, ek meg ier Pema a 
, _ ° e | value. neorporators: Joseph entuek, 
Towa. 1,016 houses, up 162; $8.502,- | loake Tannenbaum, Allan J. Schneider, 
000 gross, up $1,502,000. all of 521 Fifth avenue, New York City 
Kansas, 774 houses, up 49; $7,740,- B .- oo See b= get mnstion 
mec e US 2SS > é BLOCK, 4 
000 gross, up $2,280,000. shares, 06..Bak Wales basanites’ 
Minnesota, 871 houses, up 139; | Frank Witthun,, 45r0 Wert 35th street. 
" | Cley and, es rove ‘ zee ane Sac 
$11.881,000 gross, up $2,770,000. | Frances y's) eek 66th attest, ew 
Missouri, 1,212 houses, up 288; York City bettas : ie 
; Oxford Theatre Co., Inc., Oxford; the- 
$19.217,000 gross, up $6,059,000. BB ns a Ng he Ben ig 
Nebraska, 618 houses, down 48: ! shares, $25 par value. Basovperatere: 
7 Fred W. Seymour, William E. Waldorf, 
$4 158.000 ee. Se $881,000. M. Hoffman, all of Oxford, 


North Dakota, 267 houses, down 5; | ¥°y""* 
$1.947,000 gross, up $487,000. International Rodeo Corp., Manhattan; 
South Dakota, 306 houses, up 9; | Stasing rodeo shows, etc.; capital stock, 





100 shares, $100 par value. Incorpora- 
$2.267.000 gross, up $515,000. tors: Fay Rubin, 110 Andersen avenien, 
inoi : 1. rle ar > ) Eas 2 
Mlinois, 1,726 houses, up 190; $50,- sree’ new fork Ghy; Noah Rubin, 1275 
732,000 gross, down $2,114,000. Boscobel avenue, Bronx. . > 
Indiana, 1,085 houses, up 230; $15,- a Sa coe ae Bhi 
" gener: e t 
497.000 gross, up $6,827,000. business; capital stock, 200 shares, no 
Michigan, 1,558 houses, up 348; | par value. gig ae = 
" . Fabian, Samuel Rosen, Mary ecker, a 
$23.728,000 gross, up $6,115,000. of 1501 Broadway, New York City. Sub- 
Ohio, 2,201 houses. up 315; $36,- | scribers, John J. Boyle, Re os 
5 | Palais a Straus all of 20 ine 
846.000 gross, up $9,165,000. | Palais, Anna Strauss, 4 
. street, New York City. 


Wisconsin, 842 houses, up 26; $10,- 


Paradise Productions, Inc.; Manhattan; 





7 2,221,000. general theatrieal and motion picture 
ere, . business; capital stock, 200 shares, no 
par value. Tncorporators: Sylvia 


Miller, Joseph Ullman, Helen Sherry. all 
of 151 West 40th street, New York City. 

Paogulsul Corp., Kings.: general the- 
atrical and motion picture’ business; 
capital stock, 50 shares, $100 par value. 
Incorporators: Florence IT. Heslin, 185 
Montague’ street, Brooklyn; Gertrude 
Davis. 781A East Eighth street, Brogk- 
Ivn; Celia Chainkin, 1540 Sterling place, 
Brooklyn. 

Listeners Digest, Inec., New York; gen- 


RCA NET PROFIT UP 
19%, OVER PREVIOUS YR. 


Net profit of Radio Corp. of 
America rose 19% in 1936 over pre- 


j ; ; eral musical, operatic, theatrical and 
ros year. Estimated smcome was amusement business; capital stock, 1,190 
outlined by the corporation in a let- | shares, 1,000 shares $100 per value, 100 

i i shares no par value. neorporators: 
ter to stockholders informing them | shares mo Peron $5 East 30th street. 
of the annual meeting to be held | New York City; Rosalind M. Abeles, 320 


April 6. These figures showed net 
profit to be $6.100.000 in the past 


West 89th street, New York City; Sophie 
Borkan, 1701 West 50th street, Brooklyn. 
Bradmore Productions, Ine., Rochester: 





year as against $5,126,900 in 1935. deal in motion pletere Sime, Spearetes 
j j and appliances; capita stock, 2 
The ny estimated its groves shares, no par value. Incorporators: 
income from all sources to be $101,- | charles Boketta, 79 nave terrae. 
i Rochester; John J. Mahoney, 82 Colby 
850,000 as compared i = Fh sce ee street, Rochester: Helen L. Ryan, 240 
in the previous year. This is 14.1% | wimaort avenue, Rochester. 


Inter-Globe Pictures Corp., New York; 
motion picture business: capital stock, 


200 shares. no par value. Incorpora- 


increase. The RCA net income 
fore provision for income taxes, in- | 


terest, depreciation, amortization of | tors: Julien D. Cornell, William T. 
, , Pullman, Henry L. Pierson, a °o a 
patents and goodwill was placed at ceanat, thou adhe then 


$11,500,000 or 11.2% above the 1935 


Statement and Designation 
figure of $10,343,200. Condor Pictures, Ine., 10¢ West oth 
i street. Wilmington, Del.: motion picture 
The letter to stockholders pointed business: capital stock, 1,000,000 shares. 


out that this increased profit and | ¢; 


. par value. New_ York office 729 
consummation of the recapitalization Seventh avenue, New York City. Frank 


M. Snell. vice-president. 


plan approved last year by stock- Glory for All, Ltd@., Los Angeles, Calif: 


holders made 











possible estimated | theatrical business; eapital flack. a, 
i 800,000 _|shares no par value. New York office, 
Sern of $2, “en a the com 314 “West 42nd street; Fred Kohlimar, 
mon stock after setting aside $3,300,- | president. 
000 for all preferred dividend re- 
quirements. DELAWARE 
Wilmington. 
Goodman Wonder Show, Ine.; to en- 
L ’ E t 50c gage in business of ‘furnishing amuse- 
oew s xtra ment, entertainment, and a tet as s 
s * the public.” D. B. Hilliard, R. M. Hil- 
Earnings thus far this year have liard. J. A. Twomey, Wilmington. (Corp. 
bee ning so far ahead of last} Fiscal Co.). 
ae = . s of L , I Action Movie Flash Studios, Ine.; 506 
year that directors 0 maeripe bend ne. shares. M. Cc. Swearer, M. E. Pinder, 
last week voted an extra 50c dividend! 4. T. Foulk, Wilmington. (Agent, 
‘hi is j iti Charles G. Guyer, Wilmington.) 
on the common. This is in addition | Goodwill Theatres, Ine.; operate plays 
to the regular 50c quarterly distribu- | motion pictures, etc., 1,000 shares. Reest 
i ; ock ivi : R. Herrington, Harrington, Del.; Thomas 
tion on the — st ck, giv ing a total B. Herrington, Hasrington, Del. ; Thome 
of $1 already declared this year. fen. Milford Del.) (Agent, Melvin Hop- 
avable March 31 to stock | kins, Dover, Del.) 
uae ate payaik Stinnett Radio Corp.: operate radio | 
on record March 12. , | broadcasting station, $100,000. M C. 
c rterly statement of Loew's! Swearer, M. E. Pinder, A. G. Foulk, 
arent que , 2 al that th t | Wilmington. (Charles G. Guyer, Inc.) 
is expected to revea a e net! " cons MeCretk Ca.; deal in motion pic- 


profit of the company is virtually | ture equipment. $25,060 and 500 shares. 





. > ae 8 c z, Philadelphia; C. A Mc- 
double that of comparable quarter of J —_ re elt oe 
the previous fiscal year. | Bala-Cynwyd, Pa. (The Capital Trust 

Co. of Delaware.) 
Television Corp. of America; ‘to im- 
LENSER OUT FRONT prove, develop and perfect the arts and 


business of electronics. photography. 


Hollywood, Feb. 9. 





electrics.” 250 shares. Edwin E Lind- 

> " , mera-/gren, David H Jackman, Charles N 

Charles Clai k, veteran = h Caldwetl, Jr... New York. (U. S. Corp Co.) 

man, makes his directing bow Ch the Marine Studios, Inc; to engage.in the 

i a ‘Pigskin ham-! motion picture business. 100,000 shares. 

Pete Smith short & B Pack Robert F. Faragher, Thomas A. McGov- 

pions, starring the Green ay ack ern, Frank G. Wisner, New York. (The 
rofootballers. Corp. Trust Co.) 

— champ P th was to have United Artists Censervatory of Music, 

David Miller, w no Ine.: ‘to establish schools or studios of 

megged, is down with the flu. music.’ §00 shares. J. W. Moore, Pitts- 


See Small Dividend 
On Pathe Common Stock 


Possibility of small dividend pay- 
ment on the common stock will be 
taken up by directors of Pathe Film 
Corp., at the monthly session late 
this month. If taken, such divvy 
probably would not be payable un- 
til late in March or early April. 

The rate of earnings and undis- 
tributed profits for the first two 
months of the year probably will de- 
termine such action with recent 
‘earning rate reported to justify a 
,small cash distribution. Company 
|only has $7 rate on the preferred, 
| with comparatively few shares out- 
standing, to maintain. 


STOCK ANNOUNCEMENT 
UPS WB COMMON 2 PTS. 











Announcement by Warner Bros., 
printed on ticker services about 1 
o'clock yesterday (Tues.) afternoon 


to the effect that no additional com- 
mon stock would be issued at this 
time, produced such a flood of buy- 
ing orders on the N. Y. stock ex- 
change that it was necessary to halt 
trading in the issue for about an 
hour. When trading resumed about 
2 o'clock, initial sale of 20,000 shares 


was at 17 or 2 points above Mon- 
day’s closing level 

Stock later ran up to 175%, just 
three-quarters of.a point from the 
| 1936-37 peak. The close was 17, 2 


points net gain on the mad scramble. 
| Reason for the action in suspend- 
| ing trading was that so many orders 
accumulated on the books that spe- 
cialists in Warner Bros. had _ to 
scurry about in an effort to find 
| enough stock on offer so that trans- 
actions could resume. Whole affair 
was aided by the desire of shorts 
to cover and others to get in on the 
unexpected move. Interest, 
had been centered on several other 
stocks earlier in the day, suddenly 
switched to Warners, figures show- 
ing that 68,600 shares changed hands 
during the day, making it about 


stock in point of volume. 





moderately higher while the bonds 


| were off on the day. The announce- | 
ment several weeks ago that Warner | 
issuing several hun- 


Bros. intended 
| dred thousand additional shares of 
|ecommon at around $12.50 per share 
brought a prompt reaction in price 
of the stock, low for move being 
slightly under 15 as compared with 
17 to 17% price at which it had 
been 
more stock was announced. 

Play in Warners brought strength 
to some other film company issues. 
Paramount first preferred soared 614 
points as the common lifted more 
than a point. Columbia Pictures 
certificates advanced nearly 2 points 
while Loew was up 1% at one time. 
Pathe Films rose about a_ point. 
20th-Fox preferred went up 114 on 
a few transactions. Eastman Kodak 
was off fractionally despite the $1.50 
already declared this year in divi- 
dends. 


Gen. Film Co. Producing 








Hollywood, Feb. 9. 
General Film Co. has been or- 
ganized by Lawrence W. Fox. Jr.. 


to produce a series of Crime Club | 


films. Several 


literary properties 


| have been acquired from Doubleday, | 
formerly | 


Doran, publishers. Fox 
was with Standard Capital and Led- 
dington, Fiske & Fox. 

Stories to which film rights, have 


Morgyie’ and ‘Headed for a Hearse,’ 
beth by Jonathan Latimer; ‘Murcer 
in the Surgery, by Dr. 








O. B. King. 

| 

|} burgh; Frank Embs, Jeannette, Pa.: 
| George C. Thoma Herminie P; (Ever 
ett E. Borton, Wilmington.) 

Fert Sisnten Park, Ine. 2.000 shares 
|} 8S. L. Mackey, J. Skrivan, H. Kennedy, 
Wilmington (Corp. Service Co.) 

First National Turf Association. 2,1 
shares J Vernon Pimn Albert G 
Bauer Philadelphia m Spurgeon, 
| Wilmington, (Corporation Guarantee and 
Trust Co.) 

Bowling Recreations, [ne.; operat: 
bowling alleys $250,000 Walter Lenz 
|; B. R. Jones, J P. Murray, Wilmingtor 
(The Corp. Trust Co.) 
| Arlington Kadio Service, Ime.: own 
operate and conduct a radio broadcast- 
ing station. $10,000. C. P. Diekson. J. E 
| Waddell, Charles R. Fenwick, Washing 
|ton, D ch (The Capital Trust Co of 


| Delaware.) 
CHANGE IN NAME 


INCREASE IN CAPITAL 
National Advertising Service, Inc., New 
York, 160 to 
Trust Co.) 


Sterling Pictures Corp. to Monogram 
| Wictures Corp., New York. (U. 8. Cor- 
} poration Co.) 

Lester Pianes, Inc., of New York, to 
i F. A. North Co., Ine., Philadelphia. (The 
| Corp. Trust Co.) 

| 


300 «shares (ihe Corp. 


which | 


twice as active as the closest picture | 


Warner Bros. preferred was only | 


selling before plan to offer | 


New Crime Club Series 


been acquired are: ‘The Lady in the | 


James G. | 
Edwards and ‘$5,000,000 in Cash,’ by 


Inside Stuff—Pictres 


Film-music bunch, on both coasts, can’t figure out why the Acade 
nominating committee for the 1936 awards in the picture tune diy 
didn’t include ‘Mr. Paganini’. The Tin Pan Alleyites and the Hollywood 
savants on matters of this sort concede that this Sam Coslow was one 
of the most original special numbers in a film production (from Par's 
‘Rhythm on the Range’) and while no big seller—in fact, very poor—the 
Acad awards are not supposed to be influenced by song plugs or Sales, 
but strictly in direct relation to the musical context in the picture pro. 
duction. As such, it was a happy blend of song with Martha Raye’s tale 
ents, then making her film debut, and no question about the ‘Paganinj* 
song (otherwise known as ‘You Gotta Swing It!’) having done much 1 
impress her with the picture fans. 
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Warned by Tricolor Corp. that it has filed an injunction suit and an 
action for damages in the VU. S. District Court of Southern California 
against Technicolor and a group of major producers for alleged infrinse- 
ment of patent, exhibitor members of the Independent Theatre Owners of 
Southern California have been instructed by association heads to demand 
a release from all exchanges before screening any color films. Positio; of 
ITO is that as exhibs bought product several months ago they had nc way 
of knowing about any infringement action that might be started, and feel]. 
ing is that it is up to distributors to assume any responsibility that may 
be incurred by the screening of color pictures. 


Chronic returner to place of first crimes is John C. Moffitt (author of 
current FTP show, ‘Roaring Girl,’ in Los Angeles, and Par contract writer), 
First brought out by Universal, which discovered him as drama criec of 
Kansas City Star, Moffitt did stretch for Laemmles about five years ago, 
leaving under strained circumstances. Topper to that episode came when 
it was he who was selected by state board of censors to cut ‘Frankenstein’ 
so as to make-it acceptable in Missouri. Since then, on two trips back to 
Hollywood, although mainly at Par, Moffitt has always gravitated back to 
U, if only for brief stay. Most recent stretch was scripting of ‘Night Key.’ 
recently completed. Seems like nothing can break him of that U fixation. 


Star, who once had a rep of being regular and then went the patron- 
izing way, found his shots going screwy and couldn’t figure a way to get 
in right with studio crew without backtracking on his dignity. Day came, 
however, when final take of the day, if delayed five minutes, would run 
the shooting past 5:30, in which case crew and extras would get an extra 
quarter-day for overtime. 

Star took in situation and tripped on his cane coming into scene. 
necessitated a retake, giving 300 workers the desired overtime. 
again rated okay among the downstairs help. 


Bull 
Star is 


A contrast in audience reaction to news pictures is being provided in the 
Canadian theatres. When views of the abdicated King Edward are shown, 
cheers and clapping are dominant. Then, when the switch is made to 
pictures of Mrs. Wally Simpson there is a quick shift to hostility, with 
hisses and boos and catcalls filling the air. The likenesses of Premier 
Baldwin of England are mildly cheered. 

The Stars and Stripes, once hissed and booed heavily in picture houses 
here, appears to be headed back into audience disfavor to some extent, 
because of Mrs. Simpson, she being a citizen of U. S. 

Although RKO has announced it will begin releasing Walt Disney 
shorts this spring, a total of 11 remain to be delivered to United Artists 
on Disney’s old contract, the last of which will probably not get on 
release until the end of the summer. UA is still to get four Silly Sym- 
phonies and 11 Mickey Mouses. 

Meantime work has begun on the Coast toward production of shorts 
| based on the Skippy cartoon strip. A total of nine are to be sold on the 
| 1937-38 UA program. 


i 





Cameraman under contract to an indie producer with a major release 
has been earning around $700 a week, but all coin over and above $250 
reverts to the coffers of the executive. Thrown out of work due to labor 
troubles, lenser sought only way out by signing a personal management 
contract. Deal is said to have made the producer a nice yearly turnover 
on loanouts. Whether he grinds for the producer or does an outside job 


the check is the same, with the producer more than doubling the camera- 
man’s coin. 





Louis B. Mayer and W. S. Van Dyke pinned nurse badges on Barbara 
Stanwyck, Myrna Loy, Mae Clarke, Elissa Landi, Martha Raye and Jeannette 
MacDonald recently at a Coast benefit for the California Forestry Medical 
Corps. Money obtained will be used to buy a mobile hospital to be utilized 
in forest fires and other emergencies. Others who appeared and took part 
in the festivities were Dixie Dunbar, Jack LaRue, Louis Da Pron, Arthur 
Hamburger, Robert Taylor, Nellie Breen, Lester Allen, Gene Raymond 
and Leah Ray. Fred Keating emceed. 


Option of 40,000 shares of Grand National shares held by Time has 
been purchased by Kirk W. Todd of Pittsburgh, who also has become 
a director. Understood the option price to Time was $2.50 per share. 
Whether this sale removes Time from all financial interest in GN isn't 
known. As far as can be traced, Time has no GN shares of record. The 
40,000 shares were taken up by Todd’s investment company and the amount 


figures roughly to around 6% of the 650,000 shares of GN stock out- 
standing. 


| A wire from Everett Crosby, Bing’s brother, cleared up the mystery 
of why M. J. (Mike) Pecarovich, football coach, has not shown up for 
spring practice at Gonzaga University, Spokane. Mike has a bit part 
in Bing’s next film, ‘Waikiki Wedding. When they went to Gonzaga 


| together several years ago Mike played the lead in the Passion Play and 
| Bing carried a torch. 


RCA Photophone has just issued a new loose-leaf catalog of its High 
Fidelity recorders which gives the users of this system a means of keeping 
tab on equipment and parts. Loose leaf feature will permit removal of 
dead material and insertion of live matter. It will appeal to a compara- 
tively limited list, but highly useful to these. 

Metro paid $100,000 for Fannie Hurst's ‘Great Laughter’ but so far no 
producer has wanted to take on the production chore. It was to 
been produced by Irving Thalberg and had been submitted to a dir¢ 
for preliminary discussion. Since then it 
tentatively offered it. 


have 


has been sidetracked by those 


Bill Thomas and Bob Hussey of the Columbia studio publicity depart- 
ment are doing nipups in order to keep blurbs on ‘Lost Horizon’ alive. 
Picture went into production several months ago but encountered several 
delays and added scenes were necessary. Studio now believes the film 
will be previewed in Hollywood within a week. 

Current lull in technicolor production on the Coast has caused layoff of 
several employes at the film lab. Those remaining on the payroll had 

their hours reduced from 48 to 30 weekly. Two local plants are expected 

to resume normal production within six weeks. 
For the first time Universal sports its new trademark on ‘Top of the 

Town.’ Designed by John Harkrider, it abandons the familiar airplane 
| encircling the globe for an ultra-modernistic design with letfers outlined 

in neon. 
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Par’s Field and Home Office Forces 
To Convene Right After MPTOA Meet 





A mass meeting of Paramount's 
theatre forces here and in Canada for 
a three-day huddle on all matters 
bearing upon theatre operation will 
be held in Miami, March 18-20. It 
will be the first convention of its 
kind since Publix Theatres passed 
out of existence in 1932 and the Par 
theatres were decentralized. 

The conclave, similar in scope and 
importance to the three annual con- 
ventions which the old Publix or- 
ganization held in Atlanta, Atlantic 
City and Chicago, will also mark the 
first attempt, as noted by a Par op- 
erating executive, to assemble and 
co-ordinate home office theatre 
forces, legal men, field operators, 
partners and associates. With a 
heavy attendance expected, Par may 
arrange for special trains from New 
York and other points. 

In addition to cementing relation- 


ships between its theatre men, law- | 


yers, technical experts and others. 
the parleys in Miami will be devoted 
to serious discussion of 
policies, film 
relations, taxation, legislation, insur- 
ance, real estate, projection, sound, 
management, labor and other mat- 
ters. It is virtually obligatory to 
confirm acceptances of letters on the 
convention now being sent out to 
small as well as large operators or 
partners. 

The pourparlers will open on a 
Thursday (18), which is the final 
day of the Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of America convention, also 
in Miami. While originally Par had 
considered holding its huddles in 
Hollywood, plans were revised in 
favor of Miami because of the fact 
that many of Par’s operators would 
be attending the MPTOA meet there. 


On March 18 Par will have a 
morning session of its own, while in 
the afternoon its group, in a body, 
will attend the MPTOA convention 
which, that day, will be addressed 
by Adolph Zukor. In the evening 
the whole Par crowd, including 
Zukor, will be guests at the MPTOA 
banquet. After Par’s own conven- 
tion is over, two or three days of 
relaxation is planned for its people. 
Everybody is being asked to get into 
Miami on March 17, day ahead of 
the conclave. 


Y. Frank Freeman, Par vice-presi- 


dent in charge of theatres, together | 
with other topflight executives from | 
including Barney | 


the home office, 
Balaban, will attend. It is presumed, 
also, that the distribution depart- 
ment will be represented. 


While other theatre chains do not 
hold mass conventions such as 
planned by Par, in operating circles 
it is believed to be a good idea and 
a vogue in that direction may be set. 


S.E.C. Reveals Wm. Fox’s 





Film Inspection Corp. 





Washington, Feb. 9. 


Control of Film Inspection Ma- 
chine Corp., one of the many sub- 
ordinate units in which William Fox 
was interested, is in the hands of 
All Continent Corp., the deposed 
film czar’s personal 
pany, Securities Exchange Commis- 
sion reported Wednesday (3). Latest 
SEC tabulation of interests 


delisted last August, showed All 
Continent held 36,805 shares of com- 
mon in Film Inspection. 
in 1935, when listing was obtained. 

Members of the Fox family, who 
resigned as officers and directors 
during the past 15 months, held no 


direct interest in Film Inspection, 
SEC revealed. William Fox quit 
Dec. 31, 1935, while Eva Fox and | 


Mona Fox resigned May 22, 1936. 
Two directors, one officer, and one 
ofticer-director likewise have no 
Stake in the company. These dis- 
interested managers are Joe Hart. 
Atlantic City; Moe Altman and 
Theodore Altman, New York City. 
and Herbert Leitstein, Atlantic City. 





. ’ 
Henigson’s Story Buys 
Hollywood, Feb. 9. 
Henry Henigson has returned from 
his four-month jaunt around Europe 
with a French novel and a play. 
Henri Macorlan’s 
novel, bought by 
title undisclosed, 


‘La Baneera.’ 
Henigson. Play's 


operating | 
problems, distribution | 


holding com- | 


in the | 
Fox company, stock of which was | 


This was | 





1 3 NEW CALIF. DRIVE-INS 





Camden Outfit Erecting Cinedromes 
at L.A., Long Beach and Glendale 





Los Angeles, Feb. 9. 

Three new Drive-In theatres, cost- 
ing $225,000, will be erected in 
Southern California by W. W. Smith, 
head of the Camden, N. J., firm hold- 
ing patents on such structures. Each 
will accommodate 650 cars. 

One in L.A. will be opposite Gil- 
more stadium. Others will be erected 
in Long Beach and Glendale. At 
present one such theatre is in opera- 
tion in L.A. 





Fox K. C. Pool to 
| Be Dropped, But 
| RKO-Par Talk One 





Kansas City, Feb. 9. 

The Fox picture pooling deal 
which includes all first run theatres 
| With exception of Loew’s Midland is 
| Slated to discontinue shortly. E. C. 
| Rhoden of the local Skouras office 
| said that the pool was never official 
but more in nature of a ‘test’ 
would either be made official or 
ousted by Feb. 12. 

Pool hasn’t delivered desired re- 
sults. Set-up pointed to Mainstreet 
| as key house. Attempt was made to 
| build this house to its old standing 
| but was no go. The Newman was 
| given a double feature policy, the 
| Tower the ‘B’ pics and the suburban 
Fox house, catching the 


; Uptown, 
| fill-ins. 

The Tower probably fared the best 
with its vaudefilm policy. Fox ac- 
|quired half interest in this house 
last summer and rumor is it will 
purchase remaining stock held by 
the Rewot Corp. 

If Fox pool is out RKO-Radio and 
Paramount are expected to pool in 
supplying the Mainstreet, Newman 
and the Orpheum which will prob- 
ably be relighted shortly. The New- 
man will under this deal again fall 
heir to a dual policy. There’s noth- 
ing definite to date on the thing and 
no one wants to talk. 


SKOURAS EAST AFTER 
COAST PRODUCT SESH 


Los Angeles, Feb. 9. 


| Spyros Skouras pulls out for New 
| York first of the week, following a 
series of product conferences held 
here with division and district man- 
agers of Fox-West Coast theatres in 
California and Arizona. 

Sitting in with Spyros and Charles 
Skouras from the New York end 
were Attorney William T. Powers, 
Ed Zabel, Milton Hossfeldt and 
Irving Barry. 

Film deals for all circuit houses 
were discussed individually in an at- 
tempt to clarify the situation so that 
| circuit can proceed with an early 

buy of the 1937-38 product. 


Educ, Reorg Plan OK'd 


Wilmington, Feb. 9. 
Reorganization plan of Educational 
| Pictures, Inc., was approved yester- 
day at special stockholders’ meeting 
here called by Philip Cohen, special 
master, on authorization of Chancel- 
lor Josiah O. Wolcott. 

Plan provides recapitalization, ex- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 




















| change of stock and corporate sim-| While Harry donated 32,500, leaving | 


| 

| plification. Figures on the voting 
| withheld, but Cohen said approval 
| was overwhelming. Almost all shares 
voted by proxy. Plan now is sub- 


ject to approval by the Chancellor. 


| be ready Thursday (11) Cohen said, 


and will be available for inspection | 


by parties affected at his office. 


McIntyre, Brod Upped 


Hollywood, Feb. 9. 


Bob McIntyre upped to _ super- 


| partments by Sam Goldwyn. 


| Sid Brod, from Paramount, moves | 


| shortly after. 








| distributors 


and | 


Report on the reorganization will | 


On Goldwyn Production | 


visor of casting and new talent de-| 





I. A. 27%, War Chest Again 


Hollywood, Feb. 9. 
IATSE has reinstated the 2% as- 
sessment on members for the org’s 
war chest at executive meeting here 
Jan. 20. 
Levy was first applied about a 
year and a half ago and taken off 








Distribs Claim Legal 
Right to Control B.0. 


Prices in Texas Suit 





j 
| 


Dallas. Feb. 9. 


Court here to the charge made by 
the Government that provisions in 
contracts with first and subsequent 
run exhibitors in Dallas, Fort Worth. 
Houston and San Antonio, Texas 
were in restraint of trade in viola- | 
tion of the Sherman Act. Compa- 
nies filing the answers: Paramount, 
Vitagraph, RKO, Columbia, United 
Artists, Universal, Metro, 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox. 

The answers deny the Government 
charges and state that since all the 
motion pictures are copyrighted, the 
have the legal right 
under the copyright laws to require 
subsequent run exhibitors to agree 
that any motion picture shown first 
run at an adult admission price of 
40c shall not be shown subsequently 
in the same city at a night adult 
admission price of less than 25c, nor 
as part of a double feature program, 
and that such agreements are not 
in restraint of trade. 

The question of law raised by the 
charge and the answers is expected 
to be tried shortly and the decision 
will be of vast interest to the picture 
industry. ' 


Additional $15,000 Fees 
To Fox Trustee Weisman 


Milton C. Weisman, trustee for 
Fox Theatres, was allowed $15,000 
added interim allowance by Federal 





} -- 
| 
| Answers were filed Monday (8) by W d ‘Af rs Fil 
| distributors in the U. S. District or ter in hm 


| Artists on Dec. 8, 
| Rockaway Park and the Park, both 


| conspired with United to exhibit the | 





Judge Martin Manton on his request 
for $20,000 for his services during 
the period from July 13, 1936, to 
Jan. 12, 1937. Weisman was con- 
tinued as trustee for an additional 
six months, 


it developed that during the last 
six months claims against Fox The- 
atres totalling $3,861,693 had been 
settled for $1,258,391. These _ in- 
cluded that of the Franklin Operat- 
ing Co., which received $25,399 on 
its claim for $816,666; Ridgeway Op- 
erating Co., $11,568, asked $550,000; 
Trust Co. of Georgia, got $400,000 
on its claim for $1,032,563; the The- 
atre Realty Co. received $773,300 
after seeking . $1,073,028, and the 
Philadelphia Co., for guaranteeing 
mortgages accepted, $48,134 on its 
demand for $389,436. 


At the hearing on the allowance | 


Par’s Answer In on MPTOA 10-Point 
Platform; Reports Being Analyzed 





Dix’s Nemesis 





Hollywood, Feb. 9. 
Richard Dix has established 
some sort of a record witb his 
Columbia pictures. Titles on 
last three were ‘Devil's Squad- 
ron,’ ‘Devil's Playground,’ and 
‘The Devil Is Driving.’ 














Booking Contract Has 
Vague Meaning—Court 





A temporary injunction to restrain 
United Artists Corp. from supplying 
a rival picture house with the film 
‘Come and Get It’ before it had been 
shown in its theatre was denied | 
Thursday (4) to Rockbeach, Inc.. | 
operators of the Gem, at Far Rock- 
away, L. I. Plaintiff is suing for a 
permanent injunction to compel UA 
to carry out certain terms relating 
to a booking contract. The Court 
held that the word, ‘after’ in the 
contract has a broad meaning and 
does not specify any particular date. 

Rockbeach, which is controlled by | 
the Brandt Theatres chain, claimed | 
that it signed a contract with United 
last, under which 
the film corporation was to furnish 
them with ‘Come and Get ‘It’ after 
the picture had been run at Loew's 


at Rockaway Park, L. I. Plaintiff | 
complains that the Century Circuit, 
Inc., another defendant in the suit, 


film at Century’s Cedarhurst, L. I., | 


| theatre before the Gem obtained it. | 


In denying the temporary stay, | 
Justice Cotillo held that the facts | 
were insufficient to warrant a short | 


| injunction and that the plaintiff's case | 


must be tried. ‘The words ‘follow 
Loew and the Park theatres’ do not 
indicate a specific time but merely 
intended to mean ‘after’ the Park 
theatre,’ Judge Cotillo decided. 


BOB MOCHRIE RESIGNS WB 


Bob Mochrie, for past six years a 
home office distribution executive at 
Warner Bros., has resigned and will 
announce a new connection later. 
He is first taking a vacation in the | 
South, returning to New York in 
three or four weeks. 

Mochrie has been eastern sales 
manager under Grad Sears. He was 
promoted to that post when Sears 
became general sales chief of the 
company. 





Santa Clausing in Pix Stocks 


And Other Deals Are Recorded 





Washington, Feb. 9. 

| Substantial gifts of Warner Bros. 
securities by two of the trio running 
the company came to light last week 
in semi-monthly report of the 
Securities & Exchange Commission. 

Biggest year-end transaction af- 
fecting film paper was disposition of 
97,500 of the 6% convertible de- 
bentures held by Jack L. and Harry 
M. Warner. Identity of the recipient 
was not disclosed. Jack played 
Santa Claus with 65,000 bonds, 
cutting his holdings to 1,652,000, 








| him 1,436,500. 
Sales by other Warner Bros. in- 
| siders were revealed 





in the S.E.C. | 


tabulation. Joseph Bernhard of New | 


| York unloaded 500 shares of com- 


while Samuel Carlisle sold 300 and 
gave away another 400, leaving him 
1,500. 

More sales of 20th Century-Fox 
| Film paper by Chase National Bank 
were reported. Operating under the 
escrow agreement which the bank 
has been carrying out for several 
months, Rockefeller-Aldrich group 
peddiled 429 common, cutting the 
portfolio to 352.347. and 858 pre- 
ferred, leaving 704.694. Sidney R 


in to head the production depart-| Kent, through his Berkshire Finance 


ment berth 
Brod resigned last week as unit man- 
ager for Par. 


Phil Baker. in featured role in the | 


vacated by McIntyre. | Co., swapped some of his preferred 


for common. Turning in 5.084 pre- 
ferred tickets, he wiped out his hold- 
ings of this series and took in their 


‘Goldwyn Foilies,’ starts production] place 6.355 common. 


| this summer. 


—— 


David Bernstein gave away i00 


mon, halving his previous holding, | 


| batch 23,987. 


shares of Loew’s common, cutting 
his holding to 1,790 in the only other 
Santa Claus transaction reported. 

Edward L. Aiperson, prime mover 
in Grand National, picked up more 
common in his firm through conver- 
sion of purchase rights. Added 
15.000 shares of common, swelling his 
total to 35.946. 


Overdue reports revealed host of 
sales of Columbia tickets by Harry 
Cohn during the spring and summer 
of 1936. Commish learned the Col 
exec unloaded 1,400 trust certificates | 
in July. giving away 100 of the | 
total; 700 more in June, 600 in April, | 
cutting his holdings to 68,868 cer- | 
tificates at the end of July. In} 
August he acquired 1,723 through | 
stock dividends, raising the total to | 
70,591. Also in August, he received | 
585 purchase warrants, making a 





Eight directors of St. Louis Amus-| 


Co., registered last summer, hold 
only single qualifying shares. The 
belated statements show one piece 


of Class B apiece in the hands of H 
Burnet, Ben Chapman, Nelson Cun- 
iff, Tom Freeman, William T. Jones, 
Otto E. Rugg, E 
Wiegand. 
Newly-elected 


National, 


D. Ruth and G. L. | 


director 
Edward J. 


of Grand 
Peskay of New 


York, reported possession of 300 
common when he took his seat last | 
September, while Timothy F. 
Murphy, treasurer of the company 


added to the directorate in De-| 


has no stake in G.N. 


and 


cemober, 


The last of the majors to ‘render 
its answer to the 10-point program 
of the Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of America, Paramount, is 
in and the matter of similar 


now 
cone- 


sideration of the proposals for 
various trade practice reforms will 
be taken up with lessers such as 


Republic, Grand National and Mono- 
Warners Bros., 


has been disinterested. 


gram. from the start, 

After acknowledging receipt of the 
Par decision, in the form of a letter 
to Ed L. Neil F. 
Agnew, Par’s general sales manager, 
Kuykendall is expected to 
general analysis of all the 
distributor proposals with a view 
partly to campaigning for greater 
uniformity and further concessions, 
dis- 


Kuykendall from 


make a 


major 


Kuykendall is known to be 


| satisfied that fuller acceptance of the 
| 10-point 


program hasn't sventuated 
and in the MPTOA it is believed he 
will press the distributing companies 
for additional relief. 


Among other things, the various 
distributors do not agree on certain 
points. Principal among these is the 


score charge question. While Colum- 


bia a week ago indicated it would 
eliminate the score charge as a sepa- 
rate item, putting everything into 


‘complete rental terms,’ Paramount 
very clearly indicates it will not cut 
this charge out. Par declares in its 
answer to Kuykendall that ‘the score 
charge is an essential part of our 
revenue and we cannot afford to 
forego it.. The MPTOA believes that 
if some companies will cut out the 
annoying score charges, all of them 
should. 

The question of designated play- 
dates and the ‘forcing’ of shorts are 
other matters on which the majors 
have carefully side-stepped, calling 
these things matters of negotiation 
between distributor and exhibitor. 
Agnew, for Par, declares that it is 
Par’s policy to negotiate with its 
customers for the use of its short 
subjects according to the customer’s 
needs. ‘We, of course expect our 
customers,’ he wrote, ‘according to 
their requirements to take at least 
the same proportion of our short 
subjects as they do of our features.’ 
Par is thus clearer on this point 
than others, in that it cites this 
expectation. 

On the 10% cancellation privilege, 
the MPTOA has no serious axe to 
grind except for a few conditions 
that have been imposed, including, 
among others that Col restricts 
cancellations to the lower bracket 
percentage pictures. 


Par agrees to permit an exhibitor 
to cancel up to 10% of the pictures 
offered provided notice in writing is 
given within 10 days after notice of 
availability has gone out and that 
the exhib is not in default under his 
contract at the time. This is cone 
sidered satisfactory. 


Par is willing to cooperate in an 
effort to set up local conciliation 
boards but makes no suggestions. So 
far as clearance is concerned, the 
company does not believe that clear- 
ance can be left to local boards, in- 
dicating that this must be a matter 
of individual negotiation between 
distrib and exhib. 


A standard licensing agreement is 
not favored by Par partly for legal 
reasons but also because ‘the pro- 
posed standard form which you 
recommend contains certain pro- 
visions which are inconsistent with 
our sales policy and for that reason 
we could not adopt it.” Par believes 
the proposed short form of contract 
is impracticable. 


HYDES AND ROYAL FILM 
PROMISE TO BEHAVE 


Washington, Feb. 9. 
Government hounds were called 
off L. H. and W. C. Hyde of Holly- 


wood, makers of advertising reels 


| under name of Royal Film Studios 
, and Royal Revues 


following signing 
behave last week. 
after a formal com- 


of a promise to 
Within 24 hours 


plaint was issued, Federal Trade 
Commission announced the negotia- 
tion of a stipulation under which 


the Hydes will agree to discontinue 
unfair methods of competition in 
connection with renting and leasing 
of films for commercial ballyhoo 
purposes 
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Biz No Better Than Product, So L. A. 
Grosses N.S. G.; ‘Waltz Tops Town, 





$18,500; ‘Love Song’ 156; ‘Earth’ Big 


Los Angeles, Feb. 9. 
Mostly run-of-the-mill pictures 
currently is keeping down grosses | 
with only a couple of bright spots | 
in the entire town. Looks as though | 





only three of the 12 first runs cur- | 
renily will hit five figures, with} % 
Metro’s ‘The Good Earth’ and Par’s | 
‘Champagne Waltz’ the solo toppers. | 


Trade is away off in the two day- | 
and-date Fox West Coast initial runs, 
where ‘You Only Live Once’ (UA) | 
and MG’s ‘Dangerous Number’ are | 
dualing to just so-so returns. Move- 
over of ‘Camille’ figures to give the 
continued first run pair, Wilshire 
and United Artists, slightly upped 
returns, while the other pair of day- 


daters, Pantages and RKO, are doing 
a little better than they did the pre- |: 
vious stanza. | 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circie (Fox) (1,518; 55- 
83-1.10-1.65)—"The Good Earth’ (MG) 
(2nd week). Healthy advance for 
this opus on its second week. Initial 
week, including $5 preem, garnered 
smash $16,500. 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028: 30-40- 
55)—You Only Live Once’ (UA) and | 
‘Dangerous Number’ (MG), dual. 
Lack of outstanding b.o. names cut | 
in heavily so will have to be satis- | 
fied with meagre $8,800. Last week, 
‘Camille’ (MG) and ‘Off to the Races’ 
(20th), brought satisfactory $12,800, 
about as expected. 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Sing Me a Love Song’ (FN) 
and ‘Once a Doctor’ (FN), dual. 


Trade off slightly so at $7,000 won't 
spell much profit. Last week, ‘Be- 
loved Enemy’ (UA) and ‘Woman In 
Distress’ (Col), poor at $6,400. 


Four Star (Fox) (900: 30-40-55)— 
‘Men Are Not Gods’ (UA). House is 
handicapped by lack of suitable 


product for this nabe solo-biller, and 
Miriam Hopkins’ draw limited to 
slim $3,200. Last week, final stanza 
of ‘Man of Affairs’ (GB), on five 
days, weak at $1,300. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Sing Me a Love Song’ (FN) 
and ‘Once a Doctor’ (FN), dual. Biz 
a little better than average and at 
$8,000 profitable. Last week, ‘Be- 
loved Enemy’ (UA) and ‘Woman in 
Distress’ (Col), finished with fair 
$7.000. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280: 25-30-35- 
40)—‘General Spanky’ (MG) and 
‘Beware of Ladies’ (Republic), dual, 
and vaudeville. Pretty disappointing 
and lucky to reach $6,000. Last week, 
‘Secret Valley’ (20th) and ‘Fugitive 
in Sky’ (WB), didn’t mean much, 
but Benny Rubin, topping stage 
unit, credited with most of $9,300 
draw. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55)— 

hite Hunter’ (20th) and ‘We’re on 
the Jury’ (RKO), dual. Hitting about 
normal and $5,500 nothing to rave 
about. Last week, ‘Condemned Row’ 
(RKO) and ‘They Wanted to Marry’ 
(RKO), similarly weak at $5,100. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) 
and stage show. Plenty of advance 
bally aided the Zukor anniversary 
film and at $18,500 plenty healthy. 
Last week, ‘Secretary’ (Col) and 
‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Par) (dual), 
helved materially by Ethel Waters’ 
unit for smash $19,700. 


RKO (2.950: 
Hunter’ (20th) and ‘We’re on the 
Jury’ (RKO), dual. This combina- 


tion doesn’t spell much at the wicket, 
so $6.500 best in sight. 
‘Condemned Row’ (RKO) and ‘They 
Wanted to Marry’ (RKO), 


hundred ahead of expectations for 
fair $5,900. 


State (Loew-Fox) (2.024; 30-40-55- 
75)—‘You Only Live Once’ (UA) and 
‘Dangerous Number’ (MG), dual. 
This pair, particularly the Sidney- 
Fonda topper, strongly plugged but 


best in sight is fair $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Camiile’ (MG) and ‘Off to 


the Races’ (20th), profitable $17.200. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100: 
30-40-55 )—‘Camille’ (MG) and ‘Off 
to the Races’ (20th) dual. Following 
its hefty week at the State, move- 
over bill continuing to hit steady 
pace and at $5,000 oke all around. 
Last week, ‘Love on the Run’ (MG) 
and ‘Laughing at Trouble’ (20th), 
within few dollars of $3.900, oke. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296; 30-40-55-65) 
—‘Camille’ (MG) and ‘Off to the 
Races’ (20th). dual. Since this house 
became a continued first run it has 
been drawing heavy nabe trade. 
Current bill headed for $9.000, which 
is plenty good. Last week, “Love on 
the Run’ (MG) and ‘Laughing at 
Trouble’ (20th), $6,900, as antici- 
pated. 


Birm. Prefers Indians to 
o , oT) ~ 
‘Waltz’; ‘Mohicans,’ $3,500 
Birmingham, Feb. 9. 
‘Last of Mohicans’ is giving ‘Cham- 
pagne Waltz’ run for the money. 
Riiz, with the Indian picture, taking 
the coin, while ‘Wal*z’ doing mod- 
erately at larger Alabama. 
Estimates for This Week 
Alabama (Wilby-Kincey) (2,800; 


1 W eek, 











Last week, | weather opening day. 


ran few | third for ‘Smart Gir 





30-35-40) ‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par). 
Moderate at $7,600. Last week, ‘After 
Thin Man’ (MG), good $8,300. 

Empire (Acme) (1,100; 25) ‘Your | 
Heart’ (WB). Not much this week; 
$2,000. Last week, ‘Polo Joe’ (WB), 
$2.500, good. 

Ritz (Wilby-‘Si 
‘Mohicans’ (Uz 
and may beit. 
‘Smartest Girl’ 
hot $2,300. 

Strand (Wilby-Kincey) 
‘White Hunter’ (20th). 
better than average 
week, ‘Trail Dust’ 
Take All’ (MG), 


*y) (1,600; 25-30) 
Off to great start 
big $3,500. 
(RKO), not so 

(800; 
Looks 
$2,300. 
(Par) and 
split, not 


25) 
like 
Last 
‘Sinner 
much, 


| $1,800. 


Pantages (Wilby-Kincey) (2,300: 


Last | 


30-40) ‘Thank You, Jeeves (Ind) and | 


‘1937 Swing Show,’ unit. Good lay- 
out should get $3,400, good. La 


$2,500, fair. House 

days a week only. 
Galax (Acme) (500; 25) ‘Theodora’ 

(Col) (4th wk). 


overates .three 





Gale Vice Frisco 
Strike, Biz Dives: 
‘Lawyer, $13,500 


San Francisco, Feb. 9. 


With three months’ marine strike 
out of the way, exhibs expected a 
swing back to normal biz but were 
disappointed when a 65-mile gale hit 
town bringing a storm which is last- 
ing a greater part of the week. 

Four of the seven Market street 
houses have holdovers, which means 
just passable biz. New pics are 
‘Criminal Lawyer’ at the Golden 
Gate; ‘More Than Secretary’ at, 
cama and ‘Great O’Malley at 

ox. 





Estimates for This Week 


Embassy (RKO-Cohen) (1,512; 30- 
35-40) ‘Forbidden Adventure’ 
(Dwain Esberg) (2d wk). House has 
been rented out for this sex show, 
which is doing fair enough $2,500. 
Last week very good $5,000. 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40)—‘Great 
O’Malley’ (WB) and ‘Dangerous 
Number’ (MG). Pat O’Brien always 
popular in this Irish town; Humphrey 
Bogart also coming along. Public 
seems to like combo, a good one for 
this house which draws heavily on 
mugg trade from the Mission dis- 
trict. Looks okay at $16,000. Last 
week ‘Stolen Holiday’ (WB) and 
‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Par) skidded 
to $12,000, poor. . 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—Criminal Lawyer’ (RKO) and 

vaude. Lee Tracy hasn’t been seen 
here for some time, but pic drawing 
only $13,000, fair. Last week, ‘Con- 
demned Row’ (RKO) and vaude, got 


30-40-55) —‘White | $15,500, good. 


Orpheum (F&M) (2,440: 30-35-40) 
—‘Secretary,’ (Col) and ‘The Mighty 
Treve’ (U). Got miserable break in 
but will come 
out okay with $11,000. Last week. 
Is’ (U) and ‘Find 
the Woman’ (Col), strong $6,500. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-35- 
40)—‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) and 


Will get fair $1,500. 
| Last week okay $2,000. 


st} 
| week ‘Racing Lady’ (Ind) and vaude, | 





| Last 
; 





Ist Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 





Week of Feb. 12 


Astor — ‘Good Earth’ (MG) 
(2d wk). 

Capitel—‘Camille’ (MG) (4th 
wk). 

Criterion—‘Great Guy’ (GN) 
7th wk). 


Music Hali—‘On the Avenue’ 
(20th) (2d wk). 
Paramount— ‘Champagne 
Waltz’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Rialto—‘We’re On the Jury’ 
(RKO) (9). 
Rivoli— You Only Live Once’ 
(UA) (3d wk) 
Rexy— Head 
Love’ (GB). 
Strand—‘Green Light’ 
Week of Feb. 19 
Astor — ‘Good Earth’ 
(3d wk). 
Capitel—‘Last of Mrs. 
(MG) (18). 
Criterion—‘Man 
(GB). 
Music Hall—‘When You're 
Love’ (Col) (18). 
Paramount — ‘John 
Woman’ (Par) (17). 
Rialto—‘Doctor’s Diary’ 
(16). 
Rivoli.— 
Work Mi 
Roxy ‘Head 
(GB) (2d wk). 
Strand — ‘Great 
(WB). 


Over Heels in 
(WB). 


(MG 


Cheney’ 
of Affairs’ 
in 
Meade’s 
(Par) 


‘Man 
racles’ 


Who Could 
(UA) (20). 
Over Heels’ 


O’Malley’ 














‘Career Woman’ (20th) (2d wk) dual. 
Expecting nice $9,000 on 
week swell at $16,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 30-35- 
40)—Thin Man’ (MG) and ‘Hats 
Off’ (5th wk). Fair $5,000 in sight. | 
Last week good $6,500. 

United Artists (UA-Cohen) 
25-40)—‘Allah’ (UA) (4th wk). Rain 
holding ‘Allah’ to fair $4,000. Last |! 
week was around $5,000, good. 

Warfield (F-WC) 
—‘Lloyds’ (20th) and ‘Off to the 
Races’ (20th) (2d wk). Still going 
strong. at $23,000. Last week very 
good $16,000 for same pix. 


(1,200; 





‘Romeo’ Hot in Three 
Prov. Days, $5,000; 
‘Lloyds,’ $11,000, Big 


Providence, Feb. 9. 


Spotty grosses. Featuring first half 
of the-week is ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
roadshow engagement at Carlton. 
Picture in for three days only. 

Regular picture houses will be 
topped this week by ‘Lloyds,’ doing 
a solo at the Majestic. Other stands 
all sporting twin bills. 


Estimates for This Week 


Carlton (Fay) (1,400; 55-83-$1.10)— 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG). Best road- 
show engagement here in some time, 
largely due to fine work done among 
colleges, schools and organizations. 
Big at $5,000 for three days. 

Fay’s (2,000; 15-25-40) — ‘Great 
O’Malley’ (WB) and vaude. Nice biz 
here again. Looks like another $7,- 
500 unless things go blooey before 
week is over. Last week ‘Secret Val- 
ley’ (20th) and vaude, $7,500, okay. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Dangerous Number’ (MG) and ‘Un- 
der Cover of Night’ (MG), dual. 
Fairly good combo, but no names to 
draw; lucky if biz will hit so-so $8.- 
500. Last week ‘Man of People’ 

(MG) and ‘Woman in Distress’ (Col), 
way behind at $7,600. 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-25-49)— 
‘Lloyds’ (20th). Got swell breaks in 








Loew s Balto Vaude Revival, ‘Night’ 
Plenty Red $15,000 Despite Lupe & Co. 





Baltimore, Feb. 9. 
Big disappointment in a week that 
reveals no outstanders is the floppo 
| biz being done by Loew’s Century | 





House, with ‘Under Cover of Night’ | 
on screen, 
Johnny Weissmuller topping four- | 
will dip deep into the crimson with | 
week is around $19,000. 


stage shows’ future at Century. 
Stanley is out in front with ‘Stolen | 
Holiday,’ very gay at $8,000. Kay 
Francis doing dandy job of pulling 
flock of femmes in for the mats. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 15-25- 
35-40-55)—‘Cover of Night’ (MG) | 
a Velez-Weissmuller on stage. Biz | 
badly off, with $15,000 tops. 








|(GN) and vaude. 
iw ith first stage show in six months. | Last week swell $15. 600 for ‘Plough’ 


act vaude bill costing around $8,300, 25-30-35-40-55 ).—‘Man 


| 
| 


Last | Waltz’ 
week, second of ‘Camille (MG) sans | $9,200, 


stage-show, sour at $6,700. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,300; 

15-25-35-40-55-66 ). ‘Great Guy’ 

Solid at $13,500. 


(RKO) and ‘Broadway Junfors’ unit 


and Lupe Velez andj on rostrum. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500: 15- 
of Affairs’ 
(GB). Opened last night (Monday) 


gross no higher than $15,000. Nut this | at supper show. Last week ‘Men Not | 


Soggy biz| Gods’ (UA) wound up with wavering | 
greeting vaude’s return may affect | $4,000; 


nix-notices the cause. 

New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-30- 
35-40-55).—Lloyds’ (UA). Second 
week ended Yriday (5) with strap- 
ping $3,600, and winner holds over 
for four days, which will 
better than $1,000. Starting 
row (Wed.), ‘On Avenue’ (20th). 

Stanley (WB) (3,450: 
55).—‘Stolen Holiday’ (FN). 
some $38.000. Last week 

(Par) plenty effervescent at 


‘Spring in Pitt,, and B. 0.’s Okay; 
Swarthout 126, Enemy,’ $11,300 


—_ 





dailies and should hit swell $11,000. 
Last week ‘God’s Country’ (WB) and 
‘Once a Doctor’ (WB), n.s.g. at $6,500. 

RKO Albee (2,300; 15-25-40)—‘Join 
Marines’ (Rep) and ‘We About to 
Die’ (RKO). Off to fairly good start, 
but not holding up; nothing to indi- 
cate week will wind up with more 





holdover. ! 


(2,680; 35-40-55) | 


wangle | 
tomor- | 


15-25-35-406- | 
Hand- | 
‘Champagne | 


than $6,000 in the till; so-so. 
Strand (Indie) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Secretary’ 
| sidy’ (Par). 
but anticipated 
sneeze at. Last 
Waltz’ (Par) and 
(Par), great $10,600. 


0’ in Cleve., But 
Benny Fields Plus 
Country 2G 


Cleveland, Feb. 9. 
Food show is diverting the femmes 
but not enough to dent grosses. 
What’s worrying exhibs more is 
| rising temperature, reaching sum- 
| merish heat of 70 degrees Monday. 
‘God's Country and Woman’ backed 
by Benny Fields in p.a. at Palace 
are galloning to week’s front line 
with elegant $21,500. ‘Champagne 
Waltz’ draw ing mixed reactions but 
| Still hot enough to get second money 
| for State. 
Estimates for This Week 


Could be a lot better, 
$9,000 nothing to 
week ‘Chamrmgne 





Alhambra (Martin Printz) (1,200: 
20-30-35) — ‘Man Betrayed’ andj 
|‘Smart Girls’ (U) (2d run) (dual). | 


| Latter is hiking up biz tremendously, 
| $3.000. Last week ‘Counterfeit Lady’ 
(Col) and ‘Join Marines’ (Rep), dual, 
four days, $1,700, about average. 

| Allen (RKO) (3,000; 25-40)—Holy 
Terror’ (RKO). Snaring Jane 
Withers fans and fine $7,000 without 
help from cricks. Last week ‘Criminal 
Lawyer’ (RKO) rambled along to | 
collect only $5,500. 

Hipp (WB) (3,700; 30-40)—‘Stolen 
Holiday’ (WB). Ballyhooed to limit, 
though below Kay Francis standards, 
it’s magnetizing the femme trade. 
Should climb up to a dandy $17,500. 
‘Black Legion’ (WB) last week was 
a tougher nut to sell. Reviewers 
used up all their superlatives on it, 
the male draw was comforting but it 
didn’t warm up the wimmen. Their 
lukewarm __ attitude __—s resulted 
$13,500, which hurt. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-60) — 
‘God’s Country’ (WB) with Benny 
Fields topping vaude. Pix only ex- 
cess baggage despite’ technicolor. 
Flesh show strengthened by Buck 
and Bubbles turned tide, bringing 


in $21,500, corking. Last week 
‘Woman Alone’ B) also was 
needled by stage ‘Scandals,’ names 


of Helen Morgan and Howard Bros. 
being responsible for a socko $25,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 35-40-55)— 
‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par). Milt Harris 
gave it circus exploitation, notices 
were fairly complimentary, but sum- 
mer weather will hold it to $19,500, 
which is still sweet. Last week ‘Be- 
loved Enemy’ (UA) got pants kicked 
by strong competish. A smart $21,000 
was expected but $15,500 was a 
shock hard to take. 


‘Plainsman’ (Par). An extra snappy 
$7,000 is easily indicated for third | 
stanza of this glorified western, after | 
shift from State. Second week’s h.o. 
rated $8, 00, exe excellent. 


“ENEMY. BIG $6,000 
IN SEATTLE, TO H. 0. 


Feb. 9 














Seattle, 





Mouse over ‘Champagne Waltz,’ 
though the race was a close one. 
was figured former 
kale in second week than ‘Waltz.’ 

Two-week run was enough 
‘Camille.’ ‘One in Million’ continues 
surprise socko of year, going into 
sixth solid stanza. ‘Man of Affairs’ 
weak and couldn’t last more than 
six slim days. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900; 27-37- 
42)—‘Winterset’ (RKO), and ‘Woman 
Wise’ (20th), dual, moved from Para- 
mount for second week. Fair 
in sight. Last week. ‘Camille’ 
(2d week), $3,100, okay. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) 
32)—‘Tarzan Escapes’ (MG) 
| ‘Hideway Girl’ (Par), dual. 
$3.000. Last week, ‘Come : 
(UA) and ‘Reunion’ 
2,300, slow. 

Colonial (Sterling) (850: 11-16-21) 
y Saddles’ (U) and ‘Go Get 
"Em Haines’ (Rep), dual, split with 
‘Devil On Horseback’ (GN) and/| 
‘Motive for Revenge’ (Rep), dual. 
Anticipate good $2,300. Last week, 
‘Coming Round Mountain’ (Rep) and 
‘Too Tough to Kill’ (Col), dual, split 


al- 
It 


(MG) 
(1,800; 


21- 
and | 

Okay at 
ind Get It’ 
(20th ), dual, 





{ with ‘Weekend Millionaire’ (GB) and 


(Col) and ‘Hopalong Cas- 


‘Arizona Mahoney’ | 


in | 


Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 25-35)— | 


‘Winterset’ got moveover to Blue | 


would get more | 


for | 


$2.800 | 





Pittsburgh, Feb. 9. 
Unseasonable weather, with spring 
in the air and in some cases the 
cooling plants in operation, seems to 
be bringing them out these days 
Looks like a healthy session eve ry- 
where, with takes in most cases up 
|over last week, when flood scare 
| Semen and things got back to nor. 
mal, 








While not spectacular, Penn with 
‘Beloved Enemy’ and Stanley with 
‘Champagne Waltz’ are running neck 
and neck for leadership and should 
show moderate profit, while ‘Plaine. 
man’ is continuing its downtown 
smash at Warner. This one was 
moved here after corking week at 
Penn and still showing surprising 
strength. 

Both double feature sites alri:; 
too, although few 


would know the 
Fulton has a dual. House is topping 
| ‘Men Are Not Gods’ and barely men- 
| tioning ‘Laughing at Trouble, with 
billing suggesting an apology for 
running it on the same bill. At Al- 
vin ‘Charlie Chan’ is doing ok: Ly 
! twinned witb ‘More Than Secretary 
| Estimates for This Week 
| Alvin (Harris) (2,600; 25-35-49)— 
‘Charlie Chan’ (20th) and ‘Sec: y’ 
(Col). Those Channers are pr 
ight up as b.o. lures, slowly 
| surely, with ‘Opera’ rated best of 
recent flock and hyping ‘Secretary.’ 
which at least has star power, oO 
| neat $6,800. Last week ‘Great Guv’ 
| (GN) something of a disappointment 


} 


int 
imt 


falling away after good start to 
$6,500. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—Men Not Gods’ (UA) and ‘Laugh- 
| ing at Trouble’ (20th). Latter might 
as well not be there at all. House 
is barely mentioning flicker, just in 


agate in corner of advertisements as 
‘accompanying feature.’ Hopkins 
name has something, it’s true, but 
not enough to give this one more 
than fair $3,800. That’s at least more 
than site has been doing of late. ‘On 
Avenue’ (20th) comes in Saturday 
(13) and house is hoping for a run 
| after series of unimpressive weeks. 
Last week ‘Accuséd’ (UA) and 
‘Crack-Up’ (20th-Fox) so-so, $3,100. 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—Beloved Enemy’ (UA). Raves 
for this one everywhere, but the 
Oberon-Aherne combo isn’t quite 
enough to bring more than $11,300, 
fair. Last week ‘Plainsman’ (Par) 
an out-and-out smash at $20,000. 


Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par). No raves 
for this one, but it does have Mac- 
Murray and Swarthout and that’s the 
difference. Setting nothing on fire, 
but will do all right for itself at 
$12,000 or slightly better. Last week 
‘Black Legion’ (WB) couldn’t get the 
femmes in and only wild-eyed en- 
thusiasm for this one in press and 
pulpit can be credited with pretty 
fair $11,500. 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Plainsman’ (Par). Brought here 
after sizzling stanza at Penn and still 
showing its heels. Off to smash start 
and there should be no trouble at 
all getting $8,000. That’s real biz 
here. Last week, ‘Make Way for a 
Lady’ (RKO) and ‘Mad Holiday’ 
(MG), okay at $5,400. 








| 
‘Mandarin 
$2,300, good. 
Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,400; 
| 27-37-42)—‘Lloyds’ (20th and ‘On 
the Jury’ (RKO), dual. Looks like 
$10,000, big. Last week, ‘Champagne 
| Waltz’ (Par) and ‘Sinner Take Al’ 
a ), dual. $7.000, moderate. 
uiberty (J-vH) (1.900; 27-37-42 )— 
Bel oved Enemy’ (UA). Getting 
| | hee ivy publicity blasts and big $6,000 
is indie: ated. Will hold over. Last 
wee ecretary’ (Col) and ‘Woman 
in Dis eee (Col), dual, $4.300, good. 
| Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 27-37- 
| 42)—‘One in Million’ (20th) (6th 
week). Swell $4.000 in sight. Last 
week, fifth, garnered $3,900, big. 
Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,300: 27- 
37-42)—“You Live Only Once’ (UA) 
| and ‘Holy Terror’ (20th), dual. Fair 
| at $4,500. Last week, ‘Man of Affairs’ 
(GB) and ‘Night Waitress’ (RKO>, 
al, six days, simmered to sickly 
300. 


Mystery’ (Rep), dual, 


| 


Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,700: 

—‘Daniel Boone’ (RKO) and 
Off’ (GN), dual, and vaude. 
| combo at $5 500. Last week, ‘Plot 
Thickens’ (RKO) and ‘Laughing at 
| Trouble’ (20th), dual, with vaude, 
| $5.100, fair. 
Palomar (Sterling) 
| 37)—‘Easy to Take’ (Par) and Bowes’ 
| Ams holding over. Big at $5.000. 
Last w eek, ‘Love on Ice’ (WB) and 


27-37) 
‘Hats 
Fair 


(1,450; 16-27- 


| Bowes’ unit, $5.500, swell. * 
Paramount (Evergreen) (3.106: 27- 
37-42 )— Stolen Holiday’ (FN) and 
Inder Cover of Nicht’ (MG), dual. 
Expect good $5,000. Last week, 
‘Winterset’ (RKO) and ‘Woman Wise? 
| (20th), dual, $6,100, great. 
| Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32) 
|—Light Brigade’ (WB) and ‘Smart- 
lest Girl’ (RKO), dual. Drawing 
| big $3,000. Last week, ‘Polo Joe’ 
| (WB) and ‘Don’t Turn ’Em Loose 
(RKO), dual, $2,100, fair. 
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Legion’ $11,000, Only Sour Note 
In Chis B.0. Crescendo; Ritz P.A.; 
Plough Big 256; Garbo H.0. 176 


' PORT. DIGS OUT OF BLIZ: 





Chicago, Feb. 9. 

There is no mistaking this week 
what the public likes, because the | 
customers are expressing their pref- 
erences in coin at the town’s various | 
box offices. And even in those houses | 
where there may be a difference of | 
opinion, whether it’s the stage or the 
screen that’s bringing ’em in, the 
customers are speaking right out 
loud and telling the ushers what 
they’ve come in to see. 

For instance, the Palace will rise 
to big $25,000 easily this session, but 
there is no doubt that it isn’t the 
picture, ‘Plough and the Stars,’ that’s | 
accountable for the trade, but, rather, 
the Ritz Bros., who are now in the | 
‘personal appearance’ brackets on the 
rostrum. ; 

Also big are the Chicago, with its | 
holdover of ‘Champagne Waltz’ and 
Veloz and Yolanda, the United Art- 
ists with the second week of ‘Ca- 
mille,’ ‘Rembrandt,’ ‘Thin Man,” and 
the two vaudfilm spots, Oriental and 
State-Lake. 

Only disappointment in the loop’s 
setup is ‘Black Legion,’ which is go- 
ing nowhere at the Roosevelt. Get- 
ting no femme play, and even few 
male drop-ins. Poor business for this 
picture may be due to previous re- 
lease in loop of ‘Legion of Terror,’ 
which got whirlwind campaign at 
Oriental several weeks ago. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-45-65-75) 
—‘Rembrandt’ (UA) (2d week). 
Turned in bang-up $9,500 last week 
and will hold to around $6,000, okay, 
currently. Replacing with ‘Sing Me 
Love Song’ (WB) this week. House 
goes into roadshow policy at $1.65 
ton Feb. 19 for ‘Good Earth’ (MG) 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) and stage | 
show (2d week). Veloz and Yolanda 
and pic got $48,700 last week, and 
will stick to better than $36,000 this 
session, very good. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-45-65)— 
‘Thin Man’ (MG). Now in sixth loop 
stanza and still in money at $6,000. 
Got nifty $10,200 last week. 

- Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 30-40-55)— 
‘Secretary’ (Col) and vaude. House 


i}— Smart Girls’ 


| $4,500 


}on My Knee’ (Fox) and ‘In His Steps’ 


| istering big $9,000. 
Country’ 


, | $4,200. 





hitting excellent stride these days, 
and again rides into $20,000 mark. 
Last week ‘Banjo’ (20th) garnered 
profitable $20,600. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) | 
—‘Plough and Stars’ (RKO) and | 
vaude. Ritz Bros, headlining bill and | 
reason for walloping business; will 
top $25,000, swell. Picture getting 
mixed reviews and reactions. Last 
week ‘Smart Girls’ (U) fell down in 
second session and had to be satisfied 
with so-so $16.700. 

teosevelt (B&K) (1.500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Black Legion’ (WB). Lagging 
behind the procession sadly, maybe 
$11,000, limp. Last week ‘God’s | 
Country’ (WB) got nice $9,800 in sec- | 
ond week. 7 | 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 30-35- 
40)—‘Ladv from Nowhere’ (Col) and 
vaude. House has steady draw and 
getting neat $16.000 currently. Last 
week ‘Join Marines’ (Rep) hit fine 
$16,200. 

United Artists (B&K-MG) (1,700; 
35-55-75 )—‘Camille’ (MG) (2d week). 
Holding pace in splendid fashion for 
holdover and will touch $17,000, ex- 
cellent. Topped $25.000 in first week. 
‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA) to follow. 


B’KLYN STILL ALIVE 


Dual, Nice $16,000; 
H. O. Good $17,000 


‘Enemy,’ ‘Legion’ 





Brooklyn, Feb. 9. | 

Bright biz at majority of down- 
town deluxers, Albee, Met and Par | 
holding up strong. Par opens tomor- | 
row (Wednesday) with Kay Francis} 
in ‘Stolen Holiday’ (WB) and ‘Mind | 
Your Own Business’ (Par). 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (2.500; 25-35-55).—‘One in) 
Million’ (20th) (2d week) and! 
‘Plough and Stars’ (RKO) (ist 


week). Should grab off nifty $18,000. 
Last week Henie pic and ‘Off to 
Races’ (20th) got fine $20,000. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-55).—‘Black Le- 


gion’ (WB) (2d week) and ‘Once a 
Doctor’ (WB). Getting okay $17,000. 
Last week, $19,000. 

Metropolitan (2,400: 25-35-55).— 
‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA) and ‘Sinner 
Take All’ (MG), dual. Will receive 


Pleasant $16,000. Last week ‘Rem- 
brandt’ (UA) and ‘Under Cover of 
Night’ (MG), $16,000, fine. 
Paramount (4,000: 25-35-55 ).— 
‘Stolen Holiday’ (WB) and ‘Mind 
Your Own Business’ (Par) due to- 
morrow (Wed.). ‘Plainsman’ (Par) 
and ‘Let’s Make Million’ (Par) (2d 
week) produced splendid $19,000. 
Strand (2,000; 25-35-50).—‘Conflict’ 
(UA) and ‘Kidnapped in Shanghai’ 


(Ind), featuring Phil Regan, local 
boy. House will get okay $8.500.' 
Last week, ‘Man Betrayed’ ( Rep) | 


and ‘Counterfeit Lady’ (Col), $8,000,| Opening stanza bango $19,000, best in | | trade. 


good, 





“MILLION BIG $9,000: 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 9. 

Terrific blizzard blocked streets 
and took every b.o. in town for a k.o. | 
last week. Result is some pix hold- | 
ing over, with second week getting | 
okay money. 7 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-40). 
(U) and ‘Mad Holi-} 
day’ (MG) (3d week). Doing well at | 
Last week, second, hit badly 
by weather conditions, fair $4,000. 
First week big $6,600. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,400: 
30-40).—‘Man of Affairs’ (GB), and 
“General Spanky’ (MG). Clicking 
nicely for okay $3,006. Last week, 
‘Country Gentlemen’ (Rep), with 
Weaver Bros. on siage, got swell | 
$5,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,000; 30-40).—‘Winterset’ (RKO) 
and ‘Secretary’ (Col). Well exploit- 
ed for big $6,000. Last week, Banjo 

















(GN), second week, fair $3,700. First 
okay, $6,000. i 
Paramount (Evergreen) (3,000; 30- | 
40).—‘One in Million’ (Fox), rena 
‘Counterfeit Lady’ (Col), dual. Reg- 
Last week, ‘God’s | 
(WB) and ‘Find Witness’ | 
(Col), second week, fair $3,900. First | 
good, $7,000. 
United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 


30-40).—‘Stolen Holiday’ (FN), (2d | 
wk.). Building up well and will 
close with $4,000, good enough. First 
week hit by bad weather and got | 





‘Lloyds, Baker, 
Fetchit Strong 
In Hub, $32,000 


—_——_. 


Boston, Feb. 9, 

‘Lloyds of London,’ with stage | 
show starring Belle Baker and Step- 
in Fetchit, is this week’s winner, 
sharing honors with ‘After Thin | 
Man,’ which is taking important coin 
at the Orph and State on a holdover. 
‘Maid of Salem,’ second run, on 


dual bill, at the Par and Fenway, is | 
showing to better advantage, rela- 
tively, than in its first-run solo, 


Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Join the Marines’ (Rep) and stage | 








show topped by Leon Errol and. 
Louise Beavers. Heading toward | 
satisfactory $21,000. ‘Flying Hostess’ j 
(U) and ‘Mardi Gras’ unit okay 


$19,000 last week. 


Fenway (M&P) (1,400: 25-35-40- 
| 50)—"Maid of Salem’ (Par) (2nd 
run) and ‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Par) | 
(Ist run), dual. Is_ surprisingly | 
strong at gate, aiming at dandy $8,- | 
500. Last week, ‘One in a Million’ 
(20th) (2nd run) and ‘Man of Af- 
fairs’ (GB) (1st run), dual, with- 
stood opposition of ‘Thin Man’ across 
the street and came through with 
happy $8,000. 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,806): 
25-35-55) — ‘Plough and Stars’ | 
(RKO). Just so-so at $15,000. Last | 
week. ‘Rainbow on River’ (RKO), 
dismal $12,000. : 


Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35-55- 
75)—Lloyds’ (20th) and Belle Baker, 
Stepin Fetchin on stage. Show may | 
| scrape very good $32,000. Miss Baker | 
credited with draw. ‘Champagne | 
Waltz’ (Par), with Ray Noble on 
stage, quite okay last week, $25,500. | 

Orpheum (Loew) (3.000; 25-35-40- | 
50)—Thin Man’ (MG) (2d wk). 
Pointing to hotsy $15,000. First week 
zammo $22,300. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-30- 
50)—‘Maid of Salem’ (Par) (2nd 
run) and ‘Return Bulldog Drum- 
mond’ (Par) (lst run), dual. Sweet 
combo, crowding $14,000. Last week 
‘One in Million’ (20th) (2nd run) 
and ‘Man of Affairs’ (GB) (1st run), 





dual, also healthy at $13,200. 
Scollay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-40- | 
50)—‘One in Million’ (20th) (3rd 


run) and ‘God’s Country’ (WB) (2nd 
run), dual. Made to order for this 
stand, lining up good $8,500. ‘Gold | 
Diggers’ (WB) (2nd run) and ‘Case | 
of Black Cat’ (FN) (lst run), dual, | 
medium $7,000 last week. | 
State (Loew ) 320; 25-35-40-50 )— | 
‘After Thin Man’ MG). Earned 
holdover and will hit $11, 000 groove. 


}many weeks. 


| Court. 


| than ordinary, continues to be town’s 
'only house unaffected by current 


| soon, 





Lent Starts 





Lent begins today (10), this 
being Ash Wednesday, and ends 
with arrival of Easter, March 
28. During that period there 
are two holidays as offsetters, 
Lincoln’s birthday this Friday 
(12) and Washington’s birthday, 
Feb. 22 (Monday). 

While the Lenten season af- 
fects grosses in some sections 
more than others, in New York 
it has made little noticeable dif- 
ference the past two years. 


‘Holiday No Panic 
In Buff, $15,000: 
Other Picts Okay 


Buffalo, Feb. 9. 
Business at local box offices con- 
tinuing at u nice pace. ‘Rainbow’ at 

















ithe Century turned in exceptionally 


fine gross last week and being held 
over. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55)— | 
‘Stolen Holiday’ (WB) and Jesse 
Crawford at organ. May do around 
$15,000, fair. Last week, ‘Champagne 


Waltz’ (Par) and Jesse Crawford 
| good $16,300. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Rainbow on River’ (RKO) and 


‘Without Orders’ (RKO) (2d week) 
Still going strong at $9.090. Last 


week same pix got fine $12,900. 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 30-50) 

—God’s Country’ (WB). Probably | 

$8,500, nice. Last week. ‘Black Le- 


gion’ (WB), slow at $6,700. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)—‘One 
in Million’ (20th) (2d run). Looks 
to do around $8,000, okay. Last 
week, ‘Doctor’s Diary’ (Par) and 
‘Mind Your Own Business’. (Par), | 
average $7,100. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘North of Nome’ (Col) and ‘Lady 
From Nowhere’ (Col). Okay at 
$8,000. Last we k, ‘Great Guy’ (GN), 


fine $10,000. 


Roxy’s $3,619 Net Profit 
For the Past 27 Weexs 


Roxy theatre ainsi 2,267,079 
customers during the period cover- 
ing July 3 to Jan. 7, or a daily aver- 





| age of 11,995, according to the report | 


of Howard S. Cullman, trustee, filed 
yesterday (Tuesday) in N. Y. Federal 
The total receipts for the pe- 
riod amounted to $961,532. Against 
this amount $771,664 was disbursed 
in operating expenses. 

After other debts were paid, the 
report states, the profit for the 
period before depreciation and 
funded indebtedness were deducted 
amounted to $97,726, or a weekly | 
profiit of $3,619 for the 27 weeks. | 


}and on its first six days, 


{Considered to be in 
| the fact that the town has more than 
| The 


| this show at the Paramount. 


| probably 
{cause Of the 


B way OK; ‘Avenue $90,000, Holds; 
~ ‘Champagne’-Waring Big at $50,000; 


Garbo 306, ‘Girls’ 376, in 3d Weeks 





Against the numerous sturdy hold- 
overs lingering on Broadway, three 
new pictures which rolled the dice 
this week all turned up with | 
naturals. These are ‘Good Earth,’ on 
a $2 run at the Astor; ‘On the Ave-| 
nue’ which is in its first week at the 
Musie Hall, and ‘Champagne Waltz’ 
the Paramount, aided by Fred 
Waring’s Pennsylvanians in person. | 

‘Earth’ had its premiere at the | 
two-a-day Astor Tuesday night (2) | 
including 


the opening night, is a sellout at! 
$17,600. This figure discounts the 
large number of passes issued for 


both the premiere and second night. 
Picture has a strong advance sale, 
being $12,000 as of Monday (8). 

The Irving Berlin filmusical, ‘On | 
the Avenue,’ is figured for a hearty 
$90.000 and holds a second week. | 
favor of this 
picture, ‘Gcod Earth’ and ‘Waltz’ is 
number of holdovers. 
draught of the Fred Waring 
name as a bolsterer for ‘Waltz’ 
means $50,000 on the first week for | 
Waring 
and ‘Waltz’ go a second week, plan 
being to bring in ‘John Meade’s | 
Woman’ and the Guy Lombard band 
Wednesday (17). 

Two of the holdies whose grosses 
suggest plenty of stamina. are} 
‘Camille’ and ‘Three Smart Girls,’ | 
both in their third weeks. The Garbo 
picture may reach to a_ healthy 
$30,000 and goes a fourth lap but | 
‘Girls,’ though very commanding at 
37.000, will not remain another 
week. Roxy is bringing in ‘Head 
Over Heels in Love’ Friday (12). On 
completion of the run of ‘Camille’ at | 
the Cap, the house goes into a 
Thursday opening. next picture be- 
ing ‘Last of Mrs. Cheyney.’ 


the average 


Neither ‘You Live Only Once’ nor 
‘Stolen Holiday’ are up to hopes on 
their second weeks but both are! 


held down somewhat be- 
strong competition 
‘Live Once’ probably 
will not get the Riv as much as 
$20,000 but stays a third week. 


against them. 


| Fred Waring’ 


{much as $20,000 


day (3), first six days a sellout at 
$17,600. Advance sale stands at $12,- 
VOD, 

Capitol (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Camille’ (MG) (3d week). Possesses 
plenty of vitamins, looking $30,000 or 
sae this we ek (3d) and goes a 

|fourth. The second week was just 


under $40,000, bad weather last week 


having hurt somewhat. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—Great 
Guy’ (GN) (6th week) Running 
at a pace around $11,000, oke, and 


stays a seventh. Fifth week, $11,500. 


House has another picture booked, 
‘Man of Affairs’ (GB), before being 
turned over to Col for roadshow 


|} opening of ‘Lost Horizon’ March 4 


Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—Black 
Legion’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Off to 
Races’ (20th) (ist run), coupled. 


This pair may force its way to $10,- 
000. Last week’s duo, ‘God’s Coun- 
try and Woman’ (WB) 2nd run) and 


|*Holy Terror’ (20th) (1st run) $9,100. 
Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) and 


s Pennsylvanians. War- 
ing band furnishing stout support 
for third of Gladys Swarthout star- 


|}rers and first week a big $50,000 is 


the answer. Show starts second 
week today (Wed.). Last week, 
| third for ‘Plainsman’ (Par) and Nat 
Brandwynne orchestra (lst week), 
$31,000, very good. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,989; 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65)—‘On Avenue’ (20th) 


and stage show. Off well and should 
come under the wire at $90,000, re- 
maining a second wek. ‘Plough and 
Stars’ (RKO) onened okay but ended 
up sourly, $65,000. 

Rialto (750: 25-40-55)—‘We'’re on 
the Jury’ (RKO). Brought in yes- 
terday morning (Tues.) after a week 
of ‘Sinner Take All’ (MG) at $7,500. 


| ‘Criminal Lawyer’ (RKO) in ahead, 


zood at $9,000. 

Rivoli (2,092: 25-55-7 5-99) 
Only Live Once’ (UA ary week). 
Although close to $ 330.000 on its first 
week. good, the shanres aren't strong 
the second (currently) will be as 
but stays a third 


“You 


‘Mant week. ‘Man Who Could Work Mir- 
Who Could Work Miracles’ being | acles’ (UA) due Saturday (20). 
penciled to open Saturday (20).| Roxy (5,836: Rot 15-55-75 )}—Smart 
‘Holiday’ will be replaced at the} Girls’ (U) and stave show (3d week). 
Strand Friday morning (12) by!|A very fine Pow, a at the box 
‘Green Light,’ six days on holdover | office, possibly $37,000 this week. 
f the Kay Francis starrer looking | (3d). The second stanza was $48.- 


this side of $12,000. 

Week on ‘Sinner Take All,’ ending 
Monday night (8) at the Rialto was 
$7,500, while sixth week of ‘Great 
Guy,’ which is being stretched at the 
Criterion into a seventh week, will 
be about $11,000. Crit is being taken 
over by Columbia on March 4 for 
opening of ‘Lost Horizon’ on a two- 
a-day run. 

While in the past couple years 
Lent has left no scars on Broadway, 
it begins today, this being Ash)} 
Wednesday. Against that this week | 


| will be Lincoln’s birthday Friday | 


(12) a holiday for some people, a} 
half holiday for others. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 55-$1,10-$1.65-$2.00 )-— 
‘Good Earth’ (MG) (1st week). Pre- 
miered Tuesday night (2) but dis- 
counting passes that night and Tues- 





Det. B.0.’s on No-Coin Strike with Auto 





Sitters; ‘Sec, Scandals’ Big $34,000 





Fox, where’ grosses past two/| 
months have been more beaucoup 


auto strikes. With pocket-edition of | 
George White’s ‘Scandals’ on stage, 
plus ‘More Than Secretary’ on 
screen, current take almost doubles 
nearest rival. 

With another general layoff of 
workers as strike tension increases, 
funeral dirge is being played on 
practically all cash registers in ter- 
ritory. Even if strike is settled 
itll take several weeks before 
theatre biz is anywhere near normai 
again. 

Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40) 
‘Lloyds’ (20th) (2d wk.) plus ‘Mighty 
Treve’ (U), dual. Biz on upgrade 
here chiefly due to price differential. 
‘Lloyds,” moved here after bumper 
session at Fox last week, will do nice 


$6,500. Okay $5,800 last week on 
‘Smart Girls’ (U) (2d wk.) and ‘Mys- 
terious Crossing’ (U), former pic 


being moved here from Fox. 
Downtown (Indie) (2,500: 25-35)- 


‘With Pleasure, Madam’ (Ind) plu 
\‘Smashing the Vice Trust’ (Ind) ) 
dual. Resorting to cheap flickers, 


stand it much 
Fair $2,500 currently on low 
Oke $3,000 last 
‘Captain Calamity’ 


house won't be able to 
| longer. 
stanza on 


| 30-40-65)—‘After Thin 
| (4th wk). 


| Thin Man’ 
(GN) and ‘We're! last week 


in the Legion Now’ (ind). 

Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65 )—‘Sec- 
retary’ (Col) plus George White's 
‘Scandals’ on stage. Grosses con-| 
tinue beaucoup here; big $34,000. 
Last stanza bumper $33,000 on 
‘Lloyds’ (20th) plus Ben Marden’s 
Riviera Follies’ unit on stage. 

Madison (United Detroit) (2,000; 
Man’ (MG) 
Flicker moved here after 
three nifty sessions at UA and doing | 
oke $6,500 Only fair $7,500 last} 
week on ‘Black Legion’ (WB), town 
turning thumbs down on_ subiect | 
they've known about for too long. 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4, 000: 
30-40-65)—‘Girl from Paris’ (RKO) 
with Benny Davis unit on stage. 


Booking gives house two similar pix 
in a row with almost same actors, and 


result is just fair $20,000. ‘Champagne | 
Waltz’ (Par), plus stage show, took | 
away good $25,000. } 

State (United Detroit) (3,000: 25-) 


40 )—‘About to Die’ (RKO) and ‘Case 
of Black Cat’ (WB), dual. This snot 
also increasing biz with lower.- 
scaled prices: nice $10,000 coming up. | 
‘God’s Country’ (WB) (2d wk) and 
‘Fugitive in Sky’ (WB) drew fine 
$10.00 despite strike. 


United Artists (United Detroit)! 
(2.000; 30-40-65) — ‘Camille’ (MG) 
Expects $15.900. okay considering | 
conditions. Third session of ‘After | 


(MG) meant nice $19,000 


| 300. handsome. 


| satisfactory $5,500. 


Could go a fourth 
week but isn’t due to booking com- 
mitments. ‘Head Over Heels in 


Love’ (GB) bows in Fridav (12). 
Strand (2.767: 25-55-75)—‘Stolen 
Holiday’ (2d run). Did nicely 


enouvh on the first week, $24,300, but 
against tough opposition looks this 
side of $12.000 on final six davs of 
holdover. ‘Green Light’ (WB) is 
opening Friday morning (12) in time 
for the holiday. 

State (3.450: 35-55-75)—‘Thin Man® 
(MG) and Leon Navarro orchestra. 
Picture is the big draw this week, 
probably $32.000. Last week ‘Col- 
lege Holiday’ (Par) (2d run) and 
vaude bill, on six days $20,000. 


Ams Hypo ‘O’Malley’ 
To $12,200, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Feb. 9. 

Major Bowes’ units are still doing 
a socko business in this sector. His 
All-Girl Revue, the sixth unit to play 
the vaudfilm Lyric here in 13 
months, is getting heavy trade. Biz 
is generally brisk at downtown box 
offices as many show-goers have one 
last fling before the beginning of 
Lent tomorrow (Wed.). 

Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (Fourth Ave) (1,100; 25-40). 
‘Lloyds’ (20th). Aided by national 
ad campaign, this picture doing very 
Last week, ‘God’s 
Country and Woman’ (WB), okay 
$4,750. 

Circle (Monarch) (2,800; 25-40).— 
‘You Only Live Once’ (Par) and 
‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Par), dual. 
Former picture given the burden and 
take is modera‘e $5,000. Last week, 





| dual of ‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) and 


‘Doctor’s Diary’ (Par), did dandy 
$7,250. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,600; 25-40).— 
‘Under Cover of Night’ (MG) and 


‘Women of Glamor’ (Col), dual. Only 
lukewarm at $4,850. Last week, ‘Sec- 
retary’ (Col) and ‘Counterfeit Lady’ 
(Col), fairly good $5,900. 

Lyric (Clson) (2,000; 25-30-40).— 
‘Great O'Malley’ (WB) and Major 
Bowes’ All Girl unit. Latter half of 
bill plugged heavily and tied in with 
Bowes’ salute to this city on air. 
Business big at $12,200. Last week, 
‘Woman-Wise’ (20th) and ‘Your Hit 
Parade’ unit okay $9, 000. 


Fox Reel Lands Trotzky 
Mexico City, Feb. 9. 

Leon Trotzky, ex-Soviet war com- 
missar, made his first spiel for a 
newsreel since his arrival in Mexico, 

He performed for Fox Movietone 
at the home of Diego Rivera, revo- 
lutionary painter. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 





Wednesday, February 10, esd 





Comparative Grosses for January 





Total estimated grosses during January for towns and houses listed 
as previously reported weekly. Dates given are the closing days of the 


week. 
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Jan. 7 Jan. 14 Jan. 21 Jan. 28 
KEITH Girl from Girl 3 Smart Great 
MEMORIAL Paris $10,000 Girls Guy 
(2,900; 25-35-50) $20,000 (2d week) © $11,800 $15,400 
High. $43,000 
Low.. 4,000 i 
STATE Born to Born Pennies from Pennies 
(3,300; 25-35-40- Dance $14,000 Heaven $9,009 
30) $22,000 (2d week) and (2d week) 
High. $29,000 More than a 
Low.. 2,000 Secretary 
$14,000 ee 
METRO- | Plainsman (| Gold Diggers One ina Maid of 
POLITAN $51,000 | of 1937 Million Salem 
(4.200: 35-50-65) | (Jane | $23,000 $42,500 27,800 
High. $67,000 Withers) (Major (Fred Waring 
Low.. 11,500 | i Sti ige Show ) | Bowe Ss U nit) + ed Orch. ae a SS 
PORTLAND, ORE. 
| Jan. 7 “Jan.14 #| ~°# Jan. 21 Jan. 28 
BROADWAY After Thin Thin Man > Thin Man | 3 Smart 
(2,000; 30-40) | Man and and and Girls 
High. $21,000; Down the Down Stretch | Down Stretch} and 
Low 2,500 Stretch $5,200 $4,400 Mad Holiday 
| $7,000 (3d week) | (4th week) $6,600 
(2d week) a 
UNITED Camille | Camille "Sing Mea | Sinner Take 
ARTISTS $7,000 $3,800 Love Song All 
(1,000; 30-40) | (2d week) $4,000 $3,000 
High. $13,200 | 
Low. 1,200 | peel 
PARA- | Theodora Theodora | Rainbow on |God’s Country 
MOUNT | Goes Wild and River and and Woman 
(3,000; 30-40) and Dixie Career and Find the 
| High. $16,000 | Can This be $4,500 Woman Witness 
Low. 3,000 | Dixie (2d week) $5,600 $7,000 
$8,700 
BUFFALO 
Jan. 7 Jan. 14 Jan. | 21 Jan. 28 
BUFFALO After Thin Camille ~ One in a ~ Lleyds of 
(3,600; 30-40-55) Man $17,000 Million London 
High. $42,000 $27,000 $18,000 $14,000 
Low.. 8,300 | 
CENTURY Banjo on My | Accusing Wanted: Jane! Sinner Take 
(3,400; 25-35) Knee and Finger and Turner and All and 
High. $21,000} 15 Maiden | Down the King of | Here Comes 
Low.. 3,600 Lane Stretch Hockey Carter 
$11.400 $7,600 $6,000 $7,000 
HIPP Smartest Girl Rembrandt Sing Mea Cc ‘amille 
(2,400; 25-40) and and Love Song $7,000 
High. $22,000 | Mad Holiday | All-American and Case of (2d run) 
Low.. 3,600 $7,600 | Chump Black Cat 
: ~ $6,900 $6,200 pe 
‘CINCINNATI 
Jan. 7 | Jan. ee ~ Jan. 21 Jan. 28 
ALBEE After Thin | One in a 
3,300; 35-42y Man Million 
High. $35,500 $26,500 $17,000 
Low.. 5,800 7% days) 
PALACE College Girl from 
(2,600; 35-42) Holiday Paris 
High. $28,000 $17,500 7,500 
Low. 4, 500 | | 
LYRIC Gold Diggers | College 
(1,400; 35-42) of 1937 Holiday 
High. $28,900 $3,500 | $4,000 
Low. 1,800 (2d _ run) fi ale 
KEITH'S Banjo on My | “Mind Your 
(1,500; 30-40) Knee Business 
High. $22,100 $6,000 $3,500 
Low.. 3, 000 __(2d_ week) _ u 
ST. _ LOUIS 
Jan. 7 Jan. 14 Jan. 21 Jan. 28 
AMBASSA- 3 Smart Girl from Gold Diggers ~ More than 

DOR Girls Paris of 1937 Secretary 
(3,018; 25-40-55) $18,500 $16,500 $17,500 $15,700 
High. $20,500 (Stone Show) 

Low.. 18,000 | fe 
LOEW'S | After Thin Thin Man Garden of Beloved 
(3,162; 25-35-55) Man $11,200 Allah and Enemy and 
High. $22,500 $24,000 (2d week) Gay Mad Holiday 
Low.. 11,000 Desperado $12,000 
$16,500 

FOX One ina Plainsman Plough and Great Guy 
(5,088; 25-35-55) Million $16,300 Stars and and 
High. $17,500 and Night Woman Wise| Crack-Up 
Low.. 9,500 Waitress $8,000 $12,800 

| $17.500 
“MISSOURI | College 3 Smart Girls Plainsman |Gold Diggers 
(3,514; 25-40) | Holiday and and and of 1937 and 
High. $11, 500 | Jungle One in a Girl from |We Who are | 
Low.. 6,500 Princess Million Paris About to Die 
#4 } $12,000 $13,000 $13,000 $10,100 
ST. LOUIS» Go West, Wanted: Jane | Charlie Chan|Banjo on My | 
(4,000; 25-40) Young Man Turner at the Opera Knee 
High. $8,500 $8,000 $6,000 $8,500 $6,000 
Low.. _6,000' (Stage Show) a 
BIRMINGHAM 
__ Jan. 7 _ Jan. 14 Jan. 21 Jan. 28 
ALABAMA Born to Stowaway Camille ~ Plainsman 
2,800; 30-35-40) Dance $7,700 $7,000 $7,700 
High. $29,000 $8,000 
Low .. 3,500 
STRAND Daniel Harvester. General Spanky _ 
(800; 25) Boone $1,100 Spanky $1,600 
High. $5,100 $1,800 $2,200 (2d week) 
Low.. 800 
EMPIRE Great More than Theodora Theodora 
(1,100; 25) Guy Secretary Goes Wild $2,200 
High. $12,800 $2,200 $2,500 $2,700 (2d week) 
Low.. 800) - : 
DETROIT 
Jan. 7 Jan. 14 Jan. 21 Jan. 28 dials 
MICHIGAN | Gold Diggers | Sing Me Love | God’s Country | Rainbow on 
(4,000; 30-40-65) | of 1937 Song and Woman | River 
High. $58,100; $29,500 $18,000 $25,000 | $24,000 
Low.. 6,600} (Ina Ray (American (Little Jack | (Don Redman 
| Hutton Orch.)} Pageant of Little) Orch.) 
| (Stage Show)) Youth) 

FOX | One in Million Pennies from Great Guy | 3s Smart Girls 
(5,000; 30-40-65) | $36,000 Heaven $18,000 $20,000 
—. $50,000 | (Francis $34,000 (Dawn Patrol | (King’s 
Low. 4,000 | Lederer ) (Olsen- Revue) Varieties 

(Stage Show )| Johnson Unit) Unit) 
UNITED Plainsman Piainsman After Thin | Thin Man 
ARTISTS | $17,000 $9,500 Man $13,500 
(2,000; 30-40-65) | (2d week) $19,500 (2d week) 
High. $27,000 
Low.. __ 2,600 


ie Jan. 7 Jan. 14 ___Jan. 21 ] Jan. 28 

MUSIC HALL| Girl from | Girl | Lloyds of Lloyds 

(5,989: 40-60-S85- Paris $58,500 London 70,000 
99-§1.65) | $111,000 (2d week) $88,000 (2d week) 

High. $134,800 | (Stage Show) | | (2d run) 

Low.. 44,000 | es 
PARA- | College College | Plainsman Plainsman | 
MOUNT | Holiday | Holiday | $59,500 $43,000 

(3,664; 25 $45,000 $18,000 (Ray Noble (2d week) | 

So) | (Casa Loma | (Mario Brag- | Orch.) 

High . $103,800 | Orch.) giotti Orch.) | 

Low 8,000; (2d week) (3d week) _ ii 
ROXY | One in a Million Million 3 Smart 

(5,886; 25-45-55- | Million $42,600 $36,600 Girls 

75) $78,500 (Errol Unit) | (3d week) $59,800 

High .$173,650 | (Leon Errol (2d week) | (Borrah 

Low.. 5,200 Unit) Minnevitch ) 

(Stage Show ) | } ch 

CAPITOL | After Thin Thin Man | Thin Man | Camille 

(4,620; 25-35-55 | Man | $32,000 $22,000 $62,000 
85) $44,000 (3d week) (4th week) 

High .$110,400 (2d week) |: 

Low.. 7,000 | SE Se TS 
STRAND | Gold Diggers | God’s Country | Black | Legion al 

(2,767; 40-65-99) of 1937 | and Woman Legion $15,000 

High. $81,200 | $15,000 $12,000 $19,000 | (2d week) 

Low.. 5,000) (2d week) | a 

LOS ANGELES 
Jan: 7 ~~ Jan. 14 ‘Jan. 2 21 Jan. 28 
DOWNTOWN | 3 Men ona | Gold Diggers Charge » Light Light Brig: ade 
(1,800; 30-40-55- Horse and of 1937 and Brigade and and 
65) Fugitive in King of Smart Blonde Blonde 
High. $38,500 the Sky Hockey $7,900 $4,300 
Low.. 1,700 $7,800 $9,700 (5 days: 2d 
| (6 days; 2d (9 days) week ) 
week) 

HOLLY- 3 Men on a | Gold Diggers| Charge Light|Light Brigade | 

wooD Horse and of 1937 and Brigade and and 

2,756; 25-35-40- Fugitive in King of Smart Blonde Blonde 

65) the Sky Hockey $8,800 $4,800 

High. $37,800 $7,500 $9,500 (5 days; 2d 

Low.. 2,400) (6 days; 2d (9 days) week ) 

week ) 

PARA- College Holiday Plainsman Plainsman 

MOUNT Holiday $10,800 $23,000 $16,000 
(3,595; 30-40-55) $28,000 (2d week) (2d week) 
High. $57,200 | (Stage Show) 

Low.. 5,600 
STATE After Thin One in a Garden of |Love on Run 

(2,624; 30-40-55) Man Million and Allah and and 

High. $48,000 and Sinner Take Career Laughing at 

Low.. 4,900| Woman Wise All Woman Trouble 

Sie mee | $17,200 __ $16,690 _ __ $14,200 

WASHINGTON 
Jan. 7 | Jan. 14 Jan, 21 Jan. 28 

EARLE God’s Country | Sing Me a | More than a ~ Man of 

(2,424; 25-35-40-| and Woman Love Song Secretary Affairs 
60-70) $18,000 $14,500 $17,500 $16,500 
High. $27,000 (Herb. (Benny Davis] (Ken Murray ) 

Low.. 6,000 | Mundin. Little Revue ) 

Jack Little) 
(Vaude) 

CAPITOL After Thin Garden of One ina Stowaway 
(3,424; 25-35-60) Man Allah MiHion $23,500 
High. $41,500 $44,000 $23,000 $35,000 (Blackstone 
Low.. 11,000 (Folies (Salici (Lupe Velez. Unit) 

Parisienne Puppets) J.Weismuller ) 
Unit) 
(8 days) 
(Vaude) 

KEITH’S Girl from Girl Plough and 3 Smart 
(1,830; 25-35-60) Paris $7,000 the Stars Girls 
High. $25,500 $15,000 (2d week) $10,000 $11,000 
Low.. 3,000 

PALACE Camille College After Thin | Champagne 
(2,363; 25-35-60) $14,000 Holiday Man Waltz 
High. $32,000 (2d week) $15,000 $15,000 $16,000 
Low.. 6,000 (2d run) 

COLUMBIA | Born to Born Camille College 

(1,583; 25-40) Dance $4,500 $5,000 Holiday 
High. $19,000 7,000 (2d week) (2d run) $4,000 
Low.. 1,000 (2G xun)..*  (@ run) _ Ms Fes ies Ve 

CHICAGO 
Jan. 7 Jan. 14 Jan. 21 Jan. 28 

CHICAGO Plainsman Plainsman One ina Great 
(4,000; 35-55-75) $39,000 $25,600 Million Guy 
High. $75,000 | (Stage Show) (2d week) $33,000 $24,000 
Low.. $18,500 

PALACE Girl from Giri Woman 3 Smart 
(2,500; 35-55-75) Paris $16,600 Alone Girls 
High. $35,200 $38,500 (2d week) $30,200 $27,800 
Low.. 7,000 (Riviera (Geo. White’s (Jane 

Revue Unit) Scandals) Withers) 
(Stage Show)| . 

UNITED After Thin Thin Man Thin Man Thin Man 
ARTISTS Man $20,700 15,200 $10,600 
(1,700; 35-55-75) $31,000 (2d week) (3d week) (4th week ) 

High. $43,500 
Low.. 3,300 ait ra Fee 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Jan. 7 Jan. 14 l ~ Jan. 21 Jan. 28 

PARA- College Sing Me a God’s Country | God’s Country | 

MOUNT Holiday Love Song and Woman and Woman 
(2,740; 30-35-40) and and and and 
High. $37,500; Join Marines | Sinner Take Crack-Up Crack-Up 
Low.. 5,000 $11,000 All $12,500 $8,000 

(2d week) $10,500 (2d week) 

GOLDEN Girl from Girl Great Guy Great Guy | 

GATE Paris $17,500 $19,000 $12,000 

(2,850; 30-35-40) $23,000 (3 Stooges) (2d week) 

High. $26,000; (3 Stooges) (2d week) 

Low.. 5,466 (Vaude) Lb». 

ORPHEUM | Pennies from Pennies 3 Smart Girls | Smart Girls 

(2,440; 30-35-40) Heaven $5,000 and and 

High. $27,000 $10,000 (3d week) Find the Woman 

Low.. 2,100; (2d week) Woman $8,500 

$10,300 (2d_ week) 

WARFIELD | One in Million Million ~ Camille Camille 

(2,680; 35-40) and and nal =, x... 

7,400; Along Came Love et’s Make a Million 

_— ohne love $12,000 Million $10,000 

$18,000 | (2d week) $16,000 | (2d week) 
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(Continued on page 28) 





‘AVENUE’ PAVING 
BiG $16,500 
IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Feb. 9. 
‘On the Avenue,’ at Stanley, looks 
like best of current batch of films 
in downtown houses. 
{ Neither the Earle or Fox, two 
downtown theatres with flesh ente re 
tainment, are doing much. 
Hutton, who has been 
traction for several seasons, is on 
the Fox stage, while the E arle h; 
the Duncan Sisters. bs 








In; a Ra Vy 
an Earle 





Outstander among last week's pix 
was ‘Black Legion,’ a surprise wal- 
| lop at the Stanton where it virt 


doubled the theatre’s average wee! 


|ly gross. ‘Champagne Waltz’ at the 
Boyd also clicked neatly. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (1,300; 40-55-65)—‘You Onlv 
| Live Once’ (UA). Grim entertain- 


ment, but well enough received and 





may get second week. First week's 
gross should be $10,500. ‘Men Are 
Not Gods’ (G-B), in 6-day second 
week, got scant $6,000 last week 
Arcadia (600; 25-40-50 ‘Wings of 
Morning’ (20th) (2d run). Looks 
floppo at $1,800. Last week, ‘College 
Holiday’ (Par) (2d run), fairish 
$2,200. 
| Boyd (2,400; 40-55)—‘Champagne 
| Waltz’ (Par). Getting five days in 
| second week for about $9,500. with 
| ‘Loyds’ (20th) opening today (Tues- 
day). ‘Waltz’s’ first week got $16,500, 
; over expectations. 
| Earle (2,000; 25-40-55)—'Bulldog 
| Drummond’ (Par) and vaude. Dun- 
| can Sisters on stage. Combo not very 
exciting; $14,000, fair. Last week, 


‘Criminal Lawyer’ (RKO) and vaude, 
Roscoe Ates as headliner, got $14,500. 
Fox (3,000; 40-55-65)—‘Secretary’ 
(Col) and vaude. Ina Ray Hutton 
band headliner. Just tepid $13.500 
seen. Last week, ‘Stolen Holiday’ 
(FN) and stage show, a little better 
than expected, but not so forte at 
$15,000. 
Karlton 
Not Gods’ 
mean a 
$2,300. 
(20th), 


(1,000; 25-35-40)—‘Men 
(UA) (2d run). Won't 

very great deal, mebbe 
Last week, ‘Career Woman’ 
very poor $1,300. 


Keith’s (2,000: 30-40-50)—‘Stolen 
a, (FN) (2d run). Hopes for 
$2,600, fair. Last week, ‘God’s Coun- 
try’ (20th), lukewarm $2,300. 

Stanley (3,700; 40-55)—‘On Ave- 
nue’ (20th). Looks as good anything 
in town; should hit $16,500. Last 
week, ‘Smart Girls’ (U), (second 
week, got neat $11,500. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-50)—‘Black 
Legion’ (WB) (2d wk.) (G). Figures 


on $6,000 after first week’s rous 
$9,000. 


HENIE CUTS PLENTY ICE 
IN DENVER, BIG $13,000 


aw 
ing 








| 
| 
| 


Denver, Feb. 9. 
Sonja Henie is proving sensational 
draw at the Denver, and ‘One in 


| Million’ will go to Aladdin for a 
| second week, with probably a third 


| stanza at the Broadway. Film is 

causing more word-of-mouth than 
anything in some time. 

‘Smart Girls’ continuing its suc- 

| cessful b. 0. week at Broadway fol- 

It is 

slated to stay still another week at 


the Broadway. ‘Man of Affairs’ do- 
| ing nice business at the Aladdin and 
| will be held nine days. ‘Champagne 
Waltz’ holding up nicely 
ond week at the Denham. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Man of Affairs’ (GB). An Arliss 
film is a natural for this house with 
its class patronage. Good at $4,000 
on nine days. Last week, ‘Beloved 
Enemy’ (UA), following week at the 
Denver, went out after five days, 
doing so-so $1,500 in the short week. 

Broadway (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40) 
‘Smart Girls’ (U). Will do around 
$4,500, fine, and to stay a second 
week at the Broadway. Played a 
week at the Denver. Last week 
‘Rembrandt’ (UA), three days fol- 
| lowing a week at the Aladdin, and 


| lowing a week at the Denver. 
} 
| 
| 
| 


in its sece 





| ‘Dr. Bull,’ 3 days, got $1,500, on thin 
i ice. 
| Denham (Cockrill) (1,500: 25-35- 
|40)—‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) 2d 
i wk. Doing nice business in secon nd 
| stanza at $5,500. Last wee k same 
| pic finished with fine $8,000. 
Denver (Huffman) (2,500: 25-35- 
;50)—One in Million’ (20th) and 
| Stage band. Henie film got close to 
$13.000, big. Last week, ‘Smart 
Girls’ (U), got okay $9,500. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2.600: 25-35-40) 
_—“We're on the Jury’ (RKO) and 
| ‘Under Cover of Night’ (MG), dual. 
| Better than last week at $6. 500. Last 
, week, ‘Plough and the Stars’ (RKO) 
land ‘Racing Lady’ (RKO). dual, 
closed with $5,000, disappointing. _ 
Paramount (Huffman) (2.000: 25- 
| 40)—Smart Blond’ (WB) and ‘Fuci- 
| tive in the Sky’ (WB), dual. Doing 
j fair $3,000. Last week ‘Chart.e 
Chan’ (20th) and ‘Crack Up’ (20\h), 


7 


dual, $3,500, nice. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 





VARIETY Bi 





? Wash. Cricks Call Francis Pic Dress 


Parade and Men Duck, Fair $15,500 





‘Great Guy,’ Marcus Unit 
Okay $13,000 in Omaha 


Omaha, Feb. 9. 
Orpheum attracts bulk of theatre- 
goers’ attention with one of its infre- 
quent stage units, this one the A. B. 
Marcus girl show, ‘La Vie Paree’; 


— as 


‘Minne. Gets Hot in Sub-Zero Temp.; 
‘Holiday, Unit 136; ‘Lloyds’ 116, Big 








| ‘Great Guy’ as screen fare does its + ae 
| share, though getting the small end re , r 2 
Washington, Feb. 9. ;—‘Stolen Holiday’ (WB) and vaude. | of the billing. ror’ (20th). Looks like $11.500. o Minneapolis, Feb. 9. 
Nothing big this week, but with) Fashion show angle played up by| Other houses continue the dual a eS Sa tee Despite continued sub-zero weath- 
the dough being spread around no-| critics and dames alone won't up| grind, with ‘Holy Terror’ first choice) “SS %0U bike -_ sw Onstant | 


pody is taking it on the chin. 


Ray | house over fair $15,500. Last week,|at the Omaha and ‘Stolen Holiday’ 


plugging for 10 weeks, as ‘Winterset’ 


er, business has been showing some 


. Py _ F. : 79ac «le - ? i SS a sur - ar , y 

Noble band on Cap stage seems to| ‘Black Legion’ (WB) fair $15,000 | the main attraction at the Brandeis. a ee +¥ rye ve iggen srs ae | recuperative powers, particularly at 

be the big draw, doing the pulling | from strictly male trade. | Weather has slackened its telling aaa ee ende “e ; 312.500 n ithe Minnesota and Orpheum, where 
tty much unaided and won’t roll| Keith’ . 98.28 e9)__| sub-zero pace. and grosses corre- | MOUSE tO Count Pine ole. is | stronger attractions are the tonic. 

pretly eith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-60). St. Louis (F&M) (4,000: 25-40)— : 

up any sock take. | ‘Great Guy (RKO). Cagney in house spondingly better. ‘Collese Holiday’ (Par) (2d anh ‘Lloyds of London _is the Minnesota 
Earle had high hopes for Kay) for first time and may get passable | Estimates for This Week and stage show. Perkins growing magnet, while i ig of 1937, - 

Francis’ ‘Stolen Holiday,’ easily big- | $8000. Last week, ‘You Live Once’ Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250: 25-| into an attraction here and take news Scege ze _ pee: “ rng on h : 

gest flicker name of week, but critics| (UA) and March of Time, took | 35-40)—‘Stolen Holiday’ (FN) and! chould be $9.000, good. Last week. | S¢Ve™a! months, excepins a per 

said it’s primarily a fashion parade | meager $6,500 ‘Devil’s Playground’ (Col). Better |«Rainbow on the River’ (RKO) and seeque, seems to ie oe es es 

and scared the males so they| wet (WB) (1,853; 25-40).—‘Bulldog | than average twin bill; $4,500 not | stage show m.c.'d by Perkins, swell | ‘"¢ Orpheum pox-offive. 

wouldn't: go within block of house. Drumnéond’ (Par) ; ‘Should pull eine bad. Last week ‘Plough and Stars’ at $9900 ‘Three Smart Girls’ holds on tena- 

Estimates for This Week = ‘ _ ‘ ° (RKO) and ‘They Wanted to Marry’ [a ae re a ciously at the World, a sixth profit- 

oe . an. O68. e8 2 | $4.000. Last week, ‘Women Alone : ; : . 
Capitol (Loew) (3.424; 25-35-60). (GB), profitable $4,500 (RKO), dual, had March of Time ? IG ; able week being in prospect. The 

‘Outcast’ (Par) and vaude. Ray Noble a me cate, teal thrown in. All told got healthy MONT L R (0) S VERY SAD double feature policy at the State 

band on stage responsible for fair| . Palace (Loew) (2.363; 25-35-60 ).— $5.000. ani and Aster still are pretty much ig- 

$20,000. Last week. ‘Beloved Enemy’ $0,000" te t a ee ego oe Omaha (Blank) (2,100; 25-40) A L NT FOLLOWS FLU et eee 

(UA), plus Jarrett and Holm on nan ast week same pic got £000 | «oly Terror’ (20th) and ‘Charlie “ti hic W 

stage, took same figure. vores Chan at Opera’ (20th). dual. Combo Estimates for This Week 
Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40).— Rialte (Indie) (1,100; 25-30-40-55) fair $5.800. Last week at 


‘Stowaway’ (20th) (2d run). Heading 
for nice $5,000. Last week, ‘One in 
Million’ (20th) 











—Monte Carlo’ 


ven’ (U) (revivals). Looks like good 








(Par) and ‘The Ra- | 


ringing up 
|*‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) and ‘Under 
| Cover of Night’ (MG), dual, got $7,- 


Montreal Feb. 9. 
Influenza last few weeks and Lent 


Alvin (Steffes) (1,600: 55-83-$1.10.) 
—‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG). Finished 


two-a-day roadshow engagement to 


(2d run), built to) $2,500. Last week. ‘Scarface) (WB) | 000. good. starting tomorrow (Wednesday) no. better box-office results than origi- 
nice $5,200. a | and ‘Tillie and Gus’ (Par) (revival), | Orvkeum (Biank) (2.976; 35-55)— help to grosses. : nally indicated, building up as _ it 
Earle (WB) 2,424; 25-35-40-60-70). ° climbed to nice $3,000. ‘Great Guy’ (GN). First Grand Nat'l Palace with ‘Thin Man’ will be | went along and pulling good $5,500 
erat Se ar eee ae ; film to hit first-run in town, but gets standout currently, beating vaude- | in seven days. 
Y aa Pil | slighted because of the A. B. —. pix combo at Loew’s. | Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25). 
(, unit. ‘La Vie Paree.’ on stave. p in ?stimates This Week —‘Hideaway Girl’ (Par), first run, 
omg aces | admission fees boosts this one to i pera gotons pag res is and ‘Rose Bowl’ (Par) (2d run). split. 
: $13 000. okay. Last week ‘Mind Your Wi “ed . Ma - ele 20th Br t) (2d and ‘North of Nome’ (Col) and ‘Mys- 
By Ceretlia Ager | Owa Business’ (Par) and ‘Sinner é Seta iu rig = a 91.000 FS ow 'terious Crossing’ (U), first-run dual 
hat Ste ciet Y “ Take All’ (MG), edual, got $5,600, good $5,000 first sone oa last three days of week. Point toward 
Swarthout a la Strauss igi ~ Palace (CT.) (2,700; 50)—Thin | aby A — Last week, same 
siete as : : ~ | pix okeh 
| Man’ (MG). Stars will push this ee, Fe, , . 


The scene is Vienna and the title is ‘Champagne Waltz’ and the pro- 
ceedings would like so very much to be madcap and Gladys Swarthout 


Whiteman Pls 


to $10,000, good. Last week, ‘Cham- 





Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600; 25- 


| pagne Waltz’ (Par) and ‘Straight | 35-40). ‘Doctor’s Diary’. (Par). Light 
wants terribly to help but after all she is an American prima donna and from Shoulder’ (Par), $7,000, under | $3.000 indicated. Last week, ‘Secre- 
somehow by the time American prima donnas get recognized as such it’s | expectations. tary’ (Col), $2,200, poor. 
taken the buoyancy out of them. Capite! (CT.) (2,700: 50)—'God's | Lyric (Publix-Singer) (1,300; 20- 


The years of study and hard work yields them fame and the person- 


| 
1 
| 


Country’ (WB) and ‘Mind Own Busi- 


25).—Love on Run’ (MG) and “‘Theo- 


¢ e P] e 
, -j thi : a eal ; : EE itt ss’ B). May gross fair $6,500.| dora’ (Col) (2d runs), split. Looks 
ality of a grind, which some of them, like Miss Grace Moore, would seek Win S Soarin | ness’ (W ceed , Gross 3 . ‘ aes a 
to keep hidden under a mask of skittishness. Be grateful then that Miss | Last week, ‘Smart Girls’ (U) and | coonnicgge, ¥  coye Deena gece ste 4 


Swarthout doesn’t stoop to dissembling, or else doesn’t know how. An/| 


‘Flying Hostess’ (U), good at $7,500. 


Dance’ (MG) (2d run), $2,500, good. 


: , 2 : . Loew’s (M. T. Co.) (3,200: 60)—! Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4.200; 
American home girl she is, whatever the locale, and if American home ‘One Way Passage’ (WB) and ‘Once | 25-35-55).—Lloyds’ (20th). Highest 
girls are not particularly sparkling and light, they are at least serious | 0 il @ »| a Doctor's (WB) and stage show. | praise from critics and customers and 
and full of good intentions, which are worthwhile qualities too. And | |May get $8,000, fair. Last week | certain to build. En route to good 
anyway even if Miss Swarthout did want to change her spots, what chance | | ‘Let's Make Million’ (Par) and/ $11,000. Last week, ‘Champagne 


had she playing so many scenes with grandfather Fritz Lieber, who has a | 


< 


vaude, not so good at $7,000. 


Waltz’ (Par), $6,000, bad. 


beautiful speaking voice and so lets each syllable come out clear and pear- | St."Louis, Feb. 9. | t a a ged daa Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890; 
shaped and slow. The way he takes his own good time would discipline | Fanchon & Marco's three delux- | pied _ < young * 


any surging girlish spirit, let alone Miss Swarthout’s, that hasn’t too much 


ers again are headed for big dough 


River’ (RKO). 


Doing well at $6,000. | 35-40-55 ).—‘Stolen Holiday’ (FN) and 
oing we ' % 


‘Spices of 1937’ on stage. First stage 


} . > > 4as 4 7 y 4 eae > oo. .@ - or 
self-confidence in the first place. It is an abundance of riches, indeed, that |CUrrently, with Pr ea mr pl offering | —~y ‘Can’ This Be Dixie’ (20th), eel page lM 2 or iad 
when an American prima donna has the starring role in a story of gay | Wings of the orning and Paul} $6,000. ec 


Vienna, she at least inspires the costume designer with her plethora of 


personal chic. 


pagne Waltz,” it’s got daisies on it. 


Miss Swarthout does that to Travis Banton, who in turn 
rewards her with a consistent bit of fancy. 


Whatever she wears in ‘Cham- 


Daisies, chrysanthemums, marguerites, it doesn’t matter—they all look 


like daisies anyway. 


In her hair, at her waist, on her shoulder: daisies 


| Whiteman’s band and leading way | 
of $18,000. Loew’s dual, | 


| with take 
‘You Live Only Once’ and ‘Rem- 
brandat,’ should get $14,500. 

| Johnny Perkins m.c.ing at St. 

| Louis is rapidly building house into 

|} money maker after it staggered along 


Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50) ‘L’Appel du Silence.’ Fig- 
ured to gross $2,500, very good, af- 
ter drop to $1,400 on third week of 

| ‘Club des Femmes.’ 


St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 





for big $13,000. 
(UA), $7,690, fair. 
State (Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- 
40).—‘Sinner Take All’ (FN) and 
‘Can This Be Dixie’ (20th), dual. Fair 
$3,000 in prospect. Last week, ‘Sing 
Me a Love Song’ (FN) and ‘Mad 


Last week, ‘Allah 








and Gladys Swarthout, camellias and Camille. Mr. Banton has also ad- | °" border of wrong aide of ledger. Palace, ‘Estimated $5,000, peng pe hile Log ag - 

hered to a line—broad shoulders, slim waist, flared skirt. Miss Swarthout | Estimates for This Week | Last week ‘Toi, C’Est Moi’ and ‘Notre | ©“#*5 SS oy a a a 

does better than right by it, submits also, and perhaps a bit too passively,| Ambassador (F&M) (3,018; 25-40- "Dame d’Amour,’ $4,500, okay. |, time (Berger) (290; 15-25).— 

to the precise ministrations of the make-up man. Hers is a face that might a ee of ge er ph we nl! and “By | ce cowl pg Eirini hog te 

acquire more expression were the exact symmetry of it a little blurred. | pies « $18,000 Last cowed ‘Cheese ~ . ° eins (indie) (2d week), $800, light. 
Vivienne Osborne wraps up a phony vamp, very sexy, white flesh and | wajtz’ (Par) and Major Bowes’ all- K, (. S Duals Under Fire: | Uptown (Publix) (1.200; 25-35).— 

black satin, and delivers her right on the dot. ’ 


girl unit, got $22,000 for best since 


F&M took house two years ago, Pic | 


{ 





‘College Holiday’ (Par). First nabe 


Sec’ Hot With $13 500 showing. Expect fair $3,000. Last 
12 Pink and Blue (Net Blues) Pianistes was the draw. ’ week, ‘Theodora’ (Col), $4,000, big. 
“ ( ) Fex (F&M) (5,038; 25-35-55) — 
The young ladies of the Music Hall finishing school may as well bury | ‘God’s Country’ (WB) and ‘Sing } tena are en Glance ae 
their intra-mural differences this week. It won’t matter who gets the big-| Love Song’ (WB). Set for $14,500. Kansas City, Feb. 9. |—~ Smart Girls (U) week ). 


ger hand, the Rockettes or the Ballet Corps; there’s an invading team 
within the gates that positively gets the biggest. 
Yet let the home-team young ladies take solace. 


fair. Last week, ‘Lleyds’ (20th) and 
‘Man of Affairs’ (GB), finished with 


It took 12 concert | $17,000, swell but under expectations. 


Double-feature pro and con again 
getting attention, with both news- 
papers in town featuring the con. 


smash box-office hit. Should reach 
good $2,800. Last week, $3,200, big. 





, 9 . ‘ : . o Loew’s (Loew) (3.162; 25-35-55)— Midland’s dualler, to by ‘More ° * * 
grand pianos—count ’em!—with 12 young women in pink and blue dresses | wo) Live tied (UA) and ‘Rem-| Than a Secretary,’ pe 1 pe i eoin Lincoln Coe! to Irish Pix, 
playing Tschaikowsky on them, to dislodge the Rockettes and the Ballet brandt’ (UA). Too much competish| this week. ‘Lloyds’ second week at 

Corps from their accustomed rating as the absolute apple of the audience’s 


from Whiteman at Ambassador for 
this dual to beat fair $14.000. Lasi 





eye. No dance troupe that ever danced es one can be expected to weather 
12 concert grand pianos with 12 young women in pink and blue dresses.| week “Man of People’ (MG) and 
Twelve white horses couldn't, 12 baby elephants couldn't. ‘Dangerous Number’ (MG), only 

It's tribute to their school spirit that the Rockettes come out brave in | a acl (F&M) (3.514: 25-35-55 
plaid bodices with jagged little black satin skirts and dance as if nothing | ‘ladaets tenn? (GB) and Holy Ter- 
extraordinary had preceded them; that the girls of the ballet corps, slith- | 


Uptown turning in fine money. 
Estimates for This Week 


Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200: 25-40)— 
‘God’s Country’ (WB). Getting spotty 
biz, $8,000, fair. Last week, ‘Cham- 


(Continued on page 27) 








ering hot in silver cloth, long circylar-skirted sheaths shaded to mysterious 
blue at the hem carry on most persuasively on a round silver turn-table. 
By no slightest outward sign would anybody know that their proud hearts 
are heavy, facing an audience that after years of fealty, falls for 12 lady 
piano players just because they're 12. Their concern with Olive Brasno, 
the dancing midget—that’s fair. At least she dances—but 12 lady piano 
players. Can any one of them do a nip-up? 


Hoity-Toity ‘On the Avenue’ 


Pity the poor upper classes; on the screen they never get a break. 
Always made out to be loathesome creatures, mean, cold and arrogant; | 
always humorless boors inhabiting gaudy palaces with grand opera stair- | 
cases for strutting up and down in fatcy clothes; the women weeping in 
Gargantuan bedchambers with satin-draped curtains and dressing tables, 





Cincinnati, Feb. 9. 


flood disaster. Eleven-day emer- 


| Jown mending rapidly after majer ! 


Cincy Theatres Reopen After 11-Day 
Holiday, but Nabes Doing Best Biz 


| Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 
| loved Enemy’ (UA), first half, with 
| ‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) opening 





| Outlaw’ 


| Last 


‘Enemy,’ $2,500, Only Fair 
Lincoln, Feb. 9. 


Return of vaude at Orpheum after 
house did miserably whrn it was out 
a week, is about the best news on 
theatre row. . 

Both ‘Beloved Enemy’ and ‘One in 
Million’ are doing only slightly better 
average. 


Estimates for This Week 


Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15).— 
‘Ghost Town Gold’ (Rep) plus ‘Last 
(RKO), split with ‘Secret 
Valley’ (20th) plus ‘Show Them No 
Mercy’ (20th). Looks good for $1,099. 
week “Trail Dust’ (Par) plus 
‘Road Gang’ (WB), split with ‘Bull- 
dog Drummond’ (Par) and ‘Dark 


| Hour’ (Ches), oke at $900. 


35-42 )—‘Be- | 


Lincoln (LTC) 
‘Beloved Enemy’ 


(1,600; 10-20-25).— 
(UA). Trish pes 


| haven't been much here so far. but 


: .. | gency holid was sdi ay - seven- | Ae ’ 
themselves flung face down on their flamboyant beds, burrowing their | ®¢ Cc} *s ay as lifted Thur day | a (8) for — om J re, oe Oberen is worth fair play from the 
. . : . 4 "eS rg slectr iw 000 . . . - » .> 5 o< 
miserable, painstakingly-coiffed heads into bunches of little pillows— | ps ly ecw a ae * worries! all right Ces oe tae re ag ae Lzst 
- : } , , s rj ~ itte g : . ‘ “ “‘< 7? . 
weeping because always their own chicanery catches up with them. - isinsir sac oS perm Capi ( ( ; es | wee vir] from Paris’ (RKO), which 
: : f : aad to @ : het nal andy ae general biz revival. apitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— was sold as comedy and without the 
Never any arrangements made in the treatment for feeling sorry for First day was in nature of a| ‘Camille’ (MG) (2d run). Good at! mention of Lily Pons, caught fine 
them; never a kind word of dialog for them to read; never a gracious warm-up for trade and ace cinemas $5.000. | $2 800. 
gesture that comes out graciously; never any spontaneity to their fun;| in downtown section, with activity Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)—'I Orpheum (LTC) (1.350: 10-15-20- 
never any real satisfaction from their desperate forays, a-search for the allowed only from 10 a. m. to 3 p. m.| Cover Chinatown’ (Ind) and ‘House 25).—‘Larceny on Air’ (Rep) and 
i j I t ae “eS Tr > r tu q secrets’ S j "vce — = d c 
bluebird, into the pastimes of the masses; truly a hideous life the upper a “go ee to run two pe — s' (Ind), split. Excellent vaude. Unit is ‘Winter Garden Fol- 
Classes lead in pictures. Nor has their plight ever been more cruelly ee ing ee F id a aah ‘ - eee “Gand (RKO) (1.200: 25-40)—‘One lies.’ Last half of the week is ‘Reme- 
. ‘ * 4) , £ + sie ’ ’ ae vere esumec riday td), Dut street avi 9 . &u- — * aur + rt 4 ° “ra 
deserved than in ‘On the Avenue,’ the latest example of their classy ways , sities in tenaatt a potty, {in M ion’. (20th) (3d run). Great brandt’ (UA) plus ‘Couldnt Have 
° ~~ ‘ ‘ ; a < | ‘ < a as DSPViLt , ani aVaiaae ‘ UU e * ~ “ aa ’ ar an ‘ id 
For instance. Madeleine Carroll, ‘society heiress, gets Dick Powel! eb RT tlie tiie 6 te ( Wi , hoe Happened (Inv). Layout worth 
: : . _ | encouraging natives to stick near  $4.000. Will hold over. $2700. fine. Last week ‘Winter-t® 
in the end. Miss Carroll considers that a triumph, such is the judgment) home and patronize neighborhood Keith’s ‘(Libson) (1,500: 30-40) (RKO) ‘teamed with ‘Happy-Go- 
allotted society girls in pictures. Nor are ‘society girls’ even girls—they’re | houses, which have been doing bet- ‘Great Guy’ (GN), two days, ‘Sing | ueky’ (Rep ) for full week ¥ ~~ low 
group-up women who shriek in order to simulate young vitality, are only | ter than normal since crisis lifted. Me a Love Song’ (WB), five days. | 44 ¢) 499 =r 
asi y t then they try 2 adorably willful, only frigid Patronage at the first-run houses All right $5,000 , . 10.96 
unpleasantly pettish when they try to be a aol, ger ’ - eit Te wan ek Ox te etter ' ete (RKO) (1.400 35-42) Stuart (LTC) (1.900: 10-25-40)— 
when they mean to be grand. They get their laughs out of annoying other | * a ae ee ot nicht Ne : Pls man’ (P ) (2d run) ’ Big at | One in Million’ (20th). Lot of talk 
1 and heavv at night Near- ainsm al ya run). g t i? irk 4 ‘ 4 i 
people, such as lunch-wagon waiters who have to put up with them; sseetne ti ark wr e- “€ . bed Su = y $6 500 ) jabout the film. b reception so far 
ay ave 1aTKS were reacne Suncay . , . ean a 
they wear silver cloth bias-cut wedding dresses and transparent white for main stem stands. yet loss was Palace (RKO) (2.600: 235-42)—/only fair. Will do around $3.400. a 
chiffon peignors with white fox capes; they're mad about practical Jokes. | felt from customers on Kentucky ‘God's Country’ (WB), six days, and little eee oe . A age om 
They're so beyond belief, in fact, that even Alice Faye is licked when) side of the river. where street car ‘Lloyds’ (20th), starting week's run, Man’ (MG). ei fem teats 34 + ne 
she’s supposed to burlesque them in a revue. All that conscientious Lliss | and bus service is still crippled Wednesday (10). For seven days of “® omg Got oF, (UU, De ame In Wites 
Fave can find with which to gild the lily is a long cigarette hoider with Shuffling of pic bookings will ob- | combination, $12.000. big. montns. : ae 
r . . 1 tair ar Srwt ‘ + or af which : » rie » 91 Kt "s j fectland) (1.106 0-256 
a diamond snake wrapped around it, which makes Miss Faye so dejected | tain for a tor at end of which Shubert (RKO) (2.200; 40-60) _ Varsity (Wes ’ a 100; 10-25 
r . } i} ‘| ¢ | regul sched will be renewed Under Cover of Night’ (MG) and 35) Theodora’ ‘Col’. Print broucht 
that she broods through the whole picture and is able to pull hersel Ret rrently are regarded as! Mitchell and Durant’s ‘Greenwich | back to take up slack and begause it 
Sather nr , ; no *Slimmir Yar ventil ? . >» knowi- turns CUurrenty awe fe ‘ a ‘ 2 1.7% Aya arya oe ogy ' _ > — pe apr oe > <i: 
together only in time to sing ‘Slumming on Park Avenue. The know ubstantial bv exhibs. in face of con-! Village Scandals’ unit. Okay $12,000. | went so strong on previous two-week 
ede that her costume for this number - tight little black cire satin ditions For reopening, most houses Strand (Ind) (1,300: 15-25) ‘Gay stand yet 30 far and $l 500 
skirt slit above her pretty knees, and flossy blouse—just suits her partic-| picked up where they left off wnen| Desperado’ (UA) and ‘Come and | is is ht. Last ' Mon of Ae 
ular type, does a lot to console her. }high water struck. Get It’ (UA), revivals. Fair $1,500. fa iGB), did $1,009 
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WHERE IS BRITISH PIC BIZ HEADING ? 





ANALYSIS SHOWS MANY PROBLEMS 


Why ‘The City’ Has Cut Down on Financing—Over- 
Inflation and Its Results—Quota Difficulties, as 
Opposed to Out-Americanizing U. S. Product on) 


Spending, Talent, Etc. 


+ 


By Joshua Lowe 


London, Jan. 31. 

In the topsy-turvy world of British 
motion pictures a_ situation has 
emerged which reveals clearly how 
near the brink of complete bank- 
ruptcy the industry is. Not only is 
the entire machine running virtually 
at a loss, but the burning question of 
the moment in every section of the 
trade is—exactly where are the Brit- 
ish pictures coming from to comply 
witan the quota? 

No money and no pictures is how 
the situation squares up, and just 
now a vicious circle has been estab- 
lished in which the producers are 
chasing their own tails in vain hopes 











‘City’ Clamps Down 
London, Jan. 24. 
The City gave another set- 
back to the motion picture in- 
dustry last week when an issue 
was made of $500,000 in 5% first 
mortgage debenture stock, and 
$665,000 in preference stock of 
Black’s Associated Theatres, 
Ltd., controlling a small circuit 
in the sticks. 
Response was so poor from 
the public that all subscriptions 
made were returned and the is- 








sue abandoned, 








domestic releases starring George 





of getting some place. 

The ‘City’ has frozen stiff; not a 
penny is obtainable for pictures, 
either by credits or public flotations. 
Evidence of the nervousness of in- 
vestors is readily forthcoming from 
recent events in the money market. 

An early index of the changed 


public attitude towards motion pic- | 


ture financing occured late last fall, 
when John Maxwell’s $15,000,000 flo- 
tation for Associated British Prop- 
erties stuck on the underwriters’ 
hands with a margin reported to be 
over 60% not bid for. Subsequent 
smaller issue of Kinemas, Ltd., 
fell even flatter, while recently an 
issue by Black’s Theatres, Ltd., re- 
ceived so little attention that letters 
of application were returned to the 
senders and the flotation called 
off. Sidney Bernstein, contemplat- 
ing an issue at this time for his solid 
concern, Bernstein Theatres, has 
sensed the position and withdrawn 
his proposed offer. 

The Stock Exchange also reflects 
the tendency, with Associated British 
$5 stock currently around $4.37% (in 
spite of a 12%% dividend) and Gau- 
mont-British $2.50 ordinaries slump- 
ing at this writing to $1.93. 

But that’s not all. Financial groups 


Formby. A. T. P. has lost its big 
| Standby — Gracie Fields — to 20th 
Century-Fox in America. 

| It can be taken as a not very dras- 
| tic statement that, practically with- 
out exception, none of the British | 
producers made money during the 
| past year. Ask John Maxwell, even, 
if his production activities of late 
have yielded him a direct profit. 
Meet Max Schach around, and it will 
be found he is more active in deny- 
ing rumors that Capitol is on shift- 
ing sand than in concentrating on the 
lavish program he originally an- 
nounced. (In passing, Schach will 
not be found at Denham these days, 
in spite of an alleged $1,750,000 three 
years’ studio rental deal with Korda, 
nor at Pinewood, where he has affili- 
ations; instead, current pictures are 
shocting at Sound City and Welwyn, 
where production costs are patently 
more modest. 

Quota Worry 


The troubles of British producers 
are one thing—but the question that 
affects every section of the industry 
is just where are the British pictures 
to come from to comply with the 
quota? As the law stands at pres- 
ent, every distributor must acquire 





heavily embroiled in production 
commitments are wielding the big 
stick, demanding a layoff of further 
expenditures until earnings mate- 
rialize in respect of completed pic- 
tures. Such an ultimatum, ‘City’ 
reports indicate, has been presented 
to Alexander Korda by the Pruden- 
tial Assurance Co., with the result 
that, after ‘I Claudius’ is washed up, 
London Films will go slow on future 
productions until the pictures Korda 
has already made are released and 
the current and impending releases 
begin to yield a goodly return. 
Salary Cuts 

How seriously the financiers regard 
the continued flow of unproductive 
capital into studios is further indi- 
cated in yet another repercussion 
directly affecting Korda, whereby the 
‘City’ has suggested a general reduc- 
tion in salaries at Denham. It has 
beer: put forward that the scale should 
admit no cut on salaries up to $25, a 

% reduction on wages of $25-$50, 
and 10% on all over that weekly 
figure. 

Gaumont-British situation admits 
no doubts. Isidore Ostrer’s state- 
ment on his return from the U. S. 
laid down as an axiom that produc- 
tion activities will be reduced to a 
minimum, if not undergoing a com- 
plete temporary collapse. A modi- 
fied policy on these lines was actu- 
ally put into operation before Christ- 
mas, when it was learned the Shep- 
herd’s Bush studios would henceforth 
not have more than two production 
units in work at any time. 

Twickenham Films, comparatively 
insignificant from the international 
viewpoint, but a major source of 
British quota product, nevertheless, 
is out of the business, and nothing 
in the offing indicates it will stage a 
comeback. 

British & Dominions, a former 
source of regular product for the 
home market, with a loss of over 
$500,000 on its last year, is virtually 
out as a production unit on the ad- 
mission of Charles M. Woolf, and 
there is no activity at the lavish 
Pinewood studios, in which it has a 

50% interest, to offer hope. 

Basil Dean's Associated Taiking 
Pictures at Ealing has likewise 
been badly bitten and will make no 
more pictures apart from occasional 


and every theatre play 20% British. 
footage annually. As that  per- 
centage is based on aggregate 
footage, British and foreign, the 
onus on exhibitor and distributor 
alike is to acquire British films 
actually equivalent to 25% of the 
foreign product they handle. In 
short, each American company oper- 
ating here must find the equivalent 
of one British picture for every four 
it releases from its American pro- 
gram. 

If every such distributor here were 








to make three or four pictures 
in the U.K. annually, irrespective of 
| quality—or lack of it—there would 





be nothing like sufficient footage to 
comply with the quota demands. Yet 
that appears to be the limit that 
could reasonably be demanded from 
| any of the companies concerned. 

| Uninitiated would, therefore, ob- 
viously suggest using the pictures 
made by the native producers. 
Analysis already given, however, 
emphasizes the fallacy of any such 
argument, while the collapse of 
Twickenham has made it most dif- 
ficult—if not altogether impossible— 
for the makers of quickies to secure 
capital with which to continue. 

But even with the American dis- 
tributing concerns at present en- 
deavoring honestly to cope with the 
situation, the cry here, as expressed 
through the proposed new quota 
enactment, is for penalizing them 
still further. To gauge the existing 
situation—irrespective of a possible 
further extension—VARIETY queried 
the executives of some of the im- 
portant American distributing firms, 
asking, ‘How much did you lose last 
year on quota productions?’ 

Replies varied from, ‘We broke 
even,’ to, ‘Over $500,000." VARIETY 
knows the spokesman for the ‘we 
broke even’ concern was not exactly 
speaking from the books, which 
showed an entry in the red of not 
less than $50,000. Another spokes- 
man’s answer was, ‘Oh, we didn’t do 
so badly; we only lost about $200,000, 
because we didn’t try to make any- 
thing but junk,’ 

Can’t Ship Stars 

Next alternative to relying on 
native producers is for the American 
concerns to bring over their stars 
and directors to produce here. This 
is very pretty in theory, but put it 





under the microscope what does the 
dissection show? 

Stars, limited in number as they 
are, cannot be spared from their 
Hollywood scheduled productions, 


and there are not enough good di-| 


rectors for the West Coast activities 
themselves, much less enough to 
spare so that the tried and true 
ones can be sent over here, Same 
applies to technical staffs. 

As a hypothetical case, ship a 
Hollywood star to England for a pic- 


ture. A definite date would have to 
| be set for her, to fit in with the 
British studio’s schedule, and no 


sooner would that be arranged than 


it would be found, for countless rea- | 


sons, that she could not leave the 


Coast on time, due to a Hollywood | 


picture not being complete. 
ally she would be shipped to New 
York enroute for London, only to be 
ordered back to Hollywood by wire 
for a few necessary retakes. Even 
assuming the star got away, every- 


| thing being completed in Hollywood 


to make her departure of as little in- 
convenience as possible, and the pic- 


side and considerable delay would 
be caused before getting her back. 
Again, to take a technical staff 
away from Hollywood would en- 
tirely disorganize any studio. In ad- 
dition, directors and technical staff, 
not to mention the retinue of minor 
working people who would have to 


ment, and everybody connected with 
it, with the possible exception of the 
star (who might, or might not, be 
paid per picture) would be drawing 
salary and living expenses for the 
entire journey of 7,000 miles. And 
so on, far, far into the night. 

Aside from these aspects of such 
a plan, the majority of the Holly- 
wood studios find they have plenty 
on their hands in endeavoring to 
maintain a standard of production 
commensurate with modern de- 
mands. Weakening of the resources 
on the Coast for the sake of bolster- 
ing the British end would most cer- 
tainly tend to increase the possibility 
of producing occasional boners. But, 
whereas in the States an inferior 
picture is put out to earn what it 
can and minimize the loss, product 
of the same rating made over here 
will have to run the gantlet of a 
proposed ‘quality clause,’ which, if 
the picture was rejected, would en- 
tail a complete writing-off of the 
entire production stake. No estab- 
lished producer deliberately makes 
poor pictures, but when one comes 
along in the inevitable course he 
makes the best of it. 


Or Split Production 


Not only does it appear imprac- 
ticable but it is flatly impossible for 
major concerns to split their pro- 
duction between Hollywood and 
Great Britain. An answer may seem 
to emerge in the fact that Warners 
and, to a lesser extent, Fox operate 
set-ups here for the provision of 
domestic. pictures, but it needs little 
acumen to see these as a liability on 
the parent companies, just as the 
acquisition of independent quota 
supplies by other distributors has 
been shown to be a heavy expense 
to pull out of their rental earnings. 

But a system which would penal- 
ize the American distributor simply 
because he has the best goods for 
Sale is indefensible, and was justly 
stigmatized by a prominent Ameri- 
can visiting here as ‘un-English.’ 
From him Variety takes an analogy 
between the motion picture situation 
and the liquor business as it operates 
in the States, today. 

American rye and bourbon dis- 
tilleries (he said) are putting up 
a tremendous battle against im- 
ported Scotch whisky, which never- 
—because it is a better product. 
distilling process, which is unob- 
tainable in the U. S., but nobody 
would dream of 


from extinction, 


intent, 
ciding factor, the Ostrer-Fox-Max- 
expected to stabilize the situation, 


though, at this writing, they are en- 
joying an impasse apparently 





; 7 ' a ae 
Eventu- | thick as when Sidney Kent and Joe ; every other section striving to force 


ee 





High Finance in Britain 





duction was revealed when Joe 


them to engage him. 


$30,000; ‘The Stoker’ 
will be $50,000. 


which he starred for B. I. 
on a production budget 


gross of $1,260,000. 
Fuller was given the verdict. 





New evidence of haphazard methods used in British film pro- 


by Leslie Fuller, comedy star of domestic pictures, for $10,250, Rock, 
Ltd., countercharged that Fuller made fraudulent statements to induce 


Attorney for Rock says the company had made three films starring 
Fuller, ‘Strictly Illegal,’ ‘The Stoker’ and ‘Captain Bill.’ It was claimed 
that ‘Strictly Illegal’ grossed approximately $80,000 and lost almost 
cost $105,000 to produce and grossed 
$60,000; ‘Captain Bill’ cost $90,000 and it is estimated that its loss 


Fuller was formerly under contract to British International. 
attorney told the court Fuller had.stated to Rock the pictures in 
P. were grossing from $200,000 to $300.000 
of between 
Rock’s company inquired into the actual B. I. P. takings for these 


films (after making three films) it discovered they were only 
$100,000. 
British International revealed subsequently that all pictures made 


by Fuller for it cost a total of $790,000, and produced an aggregate 


London, Jan. 31. 


Rock, Ltd., producer, was sued 


only 
Rock's 
$75,000 


and $100,000. When 








| Schenck sailed away from these | the ultimate responsibility on them. 


| shores several months ago. 


An un- 


It is no secret that certain of the 


biased, dispassionate summary of the |} American concerns were not sa‘- 


entire situation would seem to indi- 


| cate that the only solution, if indeed 


| inally 

ture was started he®e—the same sit- lance, in which event exchanges of* 
> s a emails © j . ‘ ~ @ 

ceeileidh ‘eveiiael possibly arise on this | personnel might be worked out on a 


| 


it is a solution, would be the orig- 
proposed international lli- 


less hit and miss basis. 
Metro’s Invasion 
Meanwhile, Metro’s impending in- 


| vasion here for the making of pic- | 


| tures 
| interest. 
|be more thoroughly equipped for 


is being watched with keen | 
It is understood Metro will | 


}such an experiment than ‘anything 
accompany so big a location assign- | 


| slow 
| nucleus 


yet attempted. Certainly it is going 
and cautiously, building the 

of an organization from | 
the best available production per- | 
sonalities here and testing each pos- 
sibility before taking a forward step. 


| Rumor mongers, linking the project | 


to Isidore Ostrer’s slow-down state- | 


| ment, see the probability of a Metro | 








| diminished production 


theless is winning all along the line | 
Secret is in the water used in the | 
suggesting a law | in 
which would compel importers of | picture; they would be afraid to pro- 
Scotch to ship tanks of this special | duce entertainment in face of such 
water to save the American industry | a stipulation. Their alternative would 

Yet the proposals under the mo- | ican_ 
tion picture quota recommendations | Spend, say $100,000 per picture, would 
are precisely similar in scope and | automatically labor to produce sale- 


Turning to the third possible de- | 


well-Metro negotiations might be | section most likely to be affected 


production unit working at the | 
Shepherd’s Bush studios, which, as 
its output shows, is at least tech- 
nically equipped for making top- 
grade pictures. Such a step might 
emerge as the next best thing to 
the international alliance already 
discussed. On seeking verification, 





VaRIETY was informed the subject | 
had never been discussed. 

How and whether British and 
American production can draw to- 
gether for their mutual advantage 
is, nevertheless, dependent on the | 
outcome of the quota probe, on 
which all sections of the industry 
are at this time sitting in judgment. 
Exhibitors, concerned purely with 
the theatre problem—a guaranteed 
supply of revenue-producing British 
pictures—have already made their 
representations to the Government 
department, urging more especially 
a trade arbitration panel responsible 
to the Board of Trade, which would 
be empowered to withdraw trading 
licenses from distributors as a means 
of enforcing decisions. 

If the Exhibitors Association draft 
had not so nearly coincided with the 
Twickenham collapse and the ‘City’ 
tension that followed, its findings 
on the question of finance might 
have seemed prophetic. Associa- 
tion’s primary concern, its reply 





states, is the immediate possibility of | 
if there is | 
any withdrawal of financial support. 

Producers, for their part, are more 
closely interested (as disclosed from 
discussions at the Film Group of the 
Federation of British Industries) in 
encouraging reciprocity and urging 
quota concessions for American con- 
cerns whic’ acquire British films for 
the U. S. market. This appears a 
| less fantastic application of the prin- 
| 





ciple urged by Isidore Ostrer, who 
visualizes _ legislation compelling 
| U. S. release for British production. 
|In both cases it is argued that Brit- 
ish pictures cannot be made up to 
American standard without Ameri- | 
can bookings. 

Further important—and vital—' 
, angle of the producers’ case is that 
they cannot accept the principle of 
_a quality clause, declaring no body | 
of judges could be capable of pass- 
ing on the entertainment rating of a 





| be a minimum cost, claiming Amer- 
companies, if compelled to 


able material. 


The Distributors 
Distributors, in the meantime, the 


i 
| 


under any new enactments, have 
| little opportunity to make any ap- 
peal on their own behalf, but find 


isfied with the manner of presenta- 
tion of their case when the Govern- 


ment Committee was hearing evi- 
dence before drafting its recommen- 
dations, seeing the method as a ten- 
dency to apologize for trading in the 


| U. K.—even though they have the 


best goods in the world to sell. What 
would satisfy these companies would 
be a set-up similar in scope to the 
Hays Office, whereby the industry 
could be self-governing. But in this 
they are in a bad minority compared 
with the phalanxes who are almost 
cheerfully prepared to accept Gov- 
ernment control. 

But while the new quota plan has 
further complicated the present 
financial imbroglio—attributable in 
part to the failure of the existing 
quota machine—independent -ex#ibi- 
tors are forced to drastic measures 
in the hope of securing their posi- 
tion, with plans for providing their 


| own quota product. 


4,685 Theatres in U. K. 


Latest figures compiled by the 
Cinematograph Exhibitors Associa- 
tion show 4,685 theatres in the U. K. 
As near as statistics can gauge in a 
fluctuating field, 2,500 of these are 
directly under contro] of the major 
or minor circuits, leaving a margin 
of just above 2,000 houses, a majori- 
ty of them dumps and practically 
negligible on capacity value, for the 
independents. 

So long as producers continue to 
ride the hobby horse of capturing 
the foreign market, so long will they 
remain in the red—if they don’t sink 
first. At present they have not even 
captured the domestic market, with 
audiences definitely hostile to Brit- 
ish films in parts of the country. 
(One exhibitor recently stated in 
evidence when prosecuted for quota 
default that he was obliged to bring 
police into his theatre to provent 
trouble when he put a British film 
on the screen.) 


If, instead of attempting to com- 
pete at first go with an established 
Hollywood industry, British pro- 
ducers had first concentrated on mak- 
ing good average economic pictures 
for the home market, the outcome 
would conceivably have been differ- 


| ent. To establish the industry on a 


solid basis and produce dividends, all 
they needed was to turn out bookable 
second features, which would have 
satisfied the theatre men and earned 
their cost and more for the studios. 

Instead, by a process of putting the 
cart before the horse, they have 
argued, with few exceptions, ‘If we 
force our way into the world mar- 
ket, we can afford to make good pic- 
tures.’ What they should have aimed 
at first was making good pictures— 
then better ones—and so developing 
logically until the world market 
could not afford to ignore them. 

But over a period of years—ever 
since ‘Henry the Eighth’ gave the en- 
tire industry here a swollen head— 
they have kidded themselves that 
they were beating Hollywood at its 
own game, when all they actually 
succeeded at was topping Holly- 
wood on spending. Now, by all 
appearances, it has come to a case of 
Hollywood pulling the British indus- 
try out of the mire, or it sinks. That 
Hollywood is prepared to do—unless 
a Government side-step sends it tum- 
bling in as well. 

A final opinion on the shifting sit- 
uation sees the industries of the two 
countries as complementary to each 
other, in the U. K. market in par- 
ticular. It seems the intention of the 
Government, badgered by sectional- 
ized interests in the British trade, to 
penalize the American companies and 
put them under shackles, 
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Flag-Waving Over in Australia: 
Pix Must Be Good Now, or Else 


Sydney, Jan. 19. 

Majority of the big city exhibs 
here are convinced that the flag- 
waving days of local pix are over. 
Feeling is that locally-mades in the 
future will have to win out solely 
on merit and in competition with 
product from overseas. Exhibs state 
that the public is through buying en- 
tertainment for purely patriotic rea- 
sons. 

Two recent locals, ‘Orphan of the 
Wilderness’ (Cinesound) and ‘Rangle 
River’ (Col-National), although in 


. 





their fourth weeks here, have only 
grossed average trade, while the for- 
mer in Brisbane barely made out on 
a week. Earlier locals did very 
well. 

Following his return from abroad, 
Stuart F. Doyle realized that the 


New South Wales’ quota didn’t mean | 


a thing insofar 
was concerned and at once set about 
to completely reorganize his Cine- 
sound production unit. He cut over- 
head way down to allow 
made at a reasonable cost for 
home market. 


So far, not one Australian pic has 
broken into the American field, but 
a little ground has been made in 
England, principally because of the 
quota operating there. Doyle pointed 
out that the gross expected from lo- 
cals could not, in his opinion, 
above $50,000. Therefore, producers 
running high overheads could not 
possibly expect to make a profit on 
production in the home market. 


PIC TITLE REGISTRY 
~ STARTS IN ENGLAND 


London, Feb. 2. 

With British producers giving 
some support to the Federation of 
British Industries Film Group’s plan 
for a register of titles, over 60 names 
having been registered by half a 
dozen concerns in less than a month 
since its inception, American com- 
panies operating here are at the 
moment laying off, seeing difficul- 
ties in the way of cooperation until 
an understanding has been arrived 


the 





pix to be | 


as local production | 


| 
| 


| very 


£0 | 


| toria. 


| muddle. 


at between the F. B. I. and the 
M. P. P. D. A. (Hays office). 
Complete workability of the’ 


scheme is dependent on an under- 


standing on both sides of the Atlan- | 


tic, but the Hays register, in opera- | 
tion since around 1925, swamps the 
new British effort with a toial all 
proaching 10,000 titles. 


Domestically, the F. B. I. iia! 
has already proved of some value, | 
with title clashes neatly side-stepped | 
in at least two instances. But as re- | 
gards its broader application, dis- | 
cussions are proceeding with the | 
Hays office, through F. W. Allport of | 
that organization, in an effort to 
reach a basis of mutual agreement. 





U.S. Indies Try to Stymie 
Hagen’s Product Deal 


| 


London, Feb. 2. | 
Arising from the collapse of Julius 
Hagen’s Twickenham group, Invin- | 





cible and Chesterfield have made ap- | 
plications in the High Court for in- 
junctions to restrain Twickenham 
from handing over product of those | 
two companies to Pathe and restrain 
the latter concern from releasing 
them. 

Complainants declare they issued 
licenses to Twickenham to distribute 
their product in the U.K., and that 
following appointment of a receiver 
Twickenham, instead of returning 
the product, handed it to Pathe, | 
which was entering into distributing 
contracts of which they (the Amer- 
ican cos.) might not approve. 

Motions were adjourned 
week, 


for a 





Hagen Starts Again 





London, Feb. 2. 

Julius Hagen has formed a private 
company which has taken over the 
Twickenham Studio from the re- 
ceiver on a long lease. 

He is recruiting all former mem- | 
bers of his production perscanel, and | 
will start with a program of 12 pic- | 
tures, 





He Meant ‘No’ 





London, Jan. 31. 
Question was duly asked in 
the House of Commons whether 
the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer would consider re- 
mitting entertainments tax on 
all flesh shows during Corona- 


tion Week, to stimulate the 
business. 

Neville Chamberlain an- 
swered: ‘I am afraid I cannot 
see my way to adopt my 


honourable friend’s suggestion.’ 





ham’s 


| completing 
|} and going 
| Dark Hours,’ 


i showed ‘Queen Elizabeth’ 











IMPERIAL QUOTA 


SEEN SURE 
IN SYDNEY 


Sydney, 
the belief grows 
that an Imperial 


Jan. 19. 
Every 
stronger 


day 
here 





Quota will be 
long. 

Leading picture executives ex- 
press the opinion that such a quota | 
is a certainty, and that representa- 
tion will be made by the English | 
government to the Federal authori- | 
ties here for its introduction. 

Execs base their opinion on what 
has already transpired in 
Britain on quota legislation, together 
with the fact that the English pro- 
ducers themselves are most anxious 
to secure a bigger grip of the Aus- 
tralian entertainment field than 
hitherto. 

Just now, local quotas are proving 
more than a headache to the gov- 
ernments of N. S. Wales and Vic- 


introduced before 


what the two 
doing to 


knows 
plan 


governments | 
straighten out the 
Nevertheless, the 
that the English government will ask 
the Federal government to back an 
Imperial Quota for the protection 
of British producers is very strong. 
Prime Minister Lyons and several 
of his ministers will be leaving 
shortly to attend the Coronation. 
Whether the matter will come up 
during their visit is problematical. 


KORDA’S ‘1, CLAUDIUS’ 
STARTED AT DENHAM 


London, Jan. 31. 


Alexander Korda puts ‘I, Claudius’ 
in production at Denham this week, 
with Charles Laughton as the Roman 
emperor, supported by Merle Obe- 
ron, Flora Robson and Raymond 
Massey, Josef von Sternberg directs. 

Picture is expected to be Den- 
temporary swansong, with 
production then taking a nosedive 
until grosses materialize on previous 
subjects. 

Only other unit in action at Den- 
Ram is Robert Kane’s New World, 
‘Under the Red Robe’ 
into action with ‘Four 
directed by William 
Cameron Menzies. 


Eckman’s Par Plaque 


London, Jan. 31. 

Sam Eckman, Jr., head of Metro’s 
British activities, is to receive one of 
the commemorative plaques awarded 
by Paramount to exhibitors who 
in 1910. 
Eckman at that time was running 
the Bronx Ceritre Theatre wiih his 
father and, at the Zukor Jubilee 
luncheon in London, he told how 
they played the film on extended 
run—two days—at a top of 10c. 














Eckman will have the distinction | 


| of being the only recipient in the 
|U. K. 
TAMED RANGER 
Berlin, Jan. 31. 


Paramount 
Ranger’ at the Marmorhaus in Kur- 
fuerstendamm. Pic was 
nixed and released again 
merciless slashing. 

Will go over here in spite of that, 
however 


after 


Lord Moyne to Attend 


be chief guest at annual banquet of 
Cinematograph Exhibitors Assn. at 


Burgin, M. P., Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Board of Trade, at pres- | 
ent the industry’s main Government | 
contact, 


British Exhibitors Fete 


London, Feb. 2. 
chairman of the 
Quota Committee, will 


Lord Moyne, 
Government's 


Grosvenor house, March 9, recog- 
nized as the major trade function of 
the year. 

With him will also be Dr. Leslie 


Lags: Viennese 


—— | 


Mysterious Soar of Kuchenmeister 


Stock Puzzles Hague, While Tobis 


Tebis Reorg. Starts 











FRANCE, ITALY | 
IN FILM PACT 


Paris, Feb. 3 

France and Italy have signed an 
agreement for an exchange of films 
between the two countries. 

To become effective at a near fu- 
ture date, agreement gives France 
the right to export 12 films into Italy 
in exchange of receiving eight Italian 
films to be distributed in this country. | 


Agreement, it is learned, was 
signed in Rome on Jan. 30, between 
French Charge d’Affaires Blondel 


and Minister of Foregn Affairs Count 
Ciano. 


Details, side as the exact length of | 


the agreement, monetary stipulations, 
etc., were not made available here. 
It is presumed, however, because of 
| the stringent conditions under which 
| the film industry is regulated in Italy, 


| that money derived from the exploi- 


| 


|tation of films will be regulated in 
|such a way that proceeds of the 
French films leaving Italy will not 


|exceed the proceeds of the Italian 


Great | 


At the present time nobody | 


films leaving France. 


HARRY HUNTER GIVEN 
PAR ANTIPODES POST 


Harry Hunter, branch exchange 
manager for Paramount in Washing- 
ton, D. C.., 








| general directorship of Par interests 


belief | 





in Australia. 
Par product ard houses in the An- 
tipodes, 

Unusual for foreign offices to give 


an important spot like that to men} 


out of the U. S. sales department 
(Sydney and London ire considered 
the two ace spots in foreign service) 
but Hunter has long bee. under the 
eyes of the Par execs because of 
good work in the capital. Will spend 
a couple of weeks in New York and 
then leave for the Coast, where he 
will visit the studios for a week or 
two before sailing. He succeeds the 
late John E. Kennebeck. 


British Techs Squawk 
On Korda’s Wage Cuts 


London, Feb. 2. 
Deputation from Association of 
Cine Technicians, studio workers’ 
labor union, saw Alexander Korda 
to protest against salary cuts under 
a new economy drive. rcpresenting 
that reductions on salaries under $87 





| duction 


has been promoted to the | 


Will handle both th? | aiso the possibility that some capi- 


| tal will be gotten locally, as well as 

not 
good 
learned that Doyle 
| and Rydge will have no difficulty in 





was an injustice and could not be| 


termed an economy measure. 

Korda, hands tied by his financial 
backers, declared the cuts were nec-~ 
essary on the principle that all 
grades should share the economy ef- 
fort, which he regards purely as 4 
temporaty measure. 

A.C.T. had to be satisfied with an 
assurance that Korda would treat 
with it on any individual salary or 
other labor eo. 


Crown to Handle GN 
Distribution in S. A. 


Grand National is laying plans for 
distribution in Central and South | 
America. 

Alfred Crown, 





formerly in that | 


|territory for Metro and Columbia, 


|has been commissionec to look the 


situation over with respect to setting 


|up distribution agencies. 


trade-showed ‘Texas | 


recently | of placing Te 


Terra Spreads Out 
Berlin, Jan. 31. 


Under the name of Cinex Film- 
vertrieb. a new distributing firm has | 
been started for the special purpose 
rra pix in foreign coun- 





tries. 

Also films made by other com- 
panies may be distributed through 
this firm. 








The Other Twist 


London, Feb. 2 

Warners has issued a writ for 
libel against the Women’s Guild 
of Empire and claiming dam- 
ages, as an outcome of a letter 
from the Guild to the British 
Board of Film Censors regard- 
ing ‘The Charge of the Light 
Brigade.’ 

Letter charged that the pro- 
involved cruelty to 
horses. 


GREATER UNION 
REFINANCING 
ALMOST SET 











Sydney, Jan. 19. 


New re-fiance scheme covering 
Greater Union Theatres will be com- 
| pleted by next month and released 
| early in March. Stuart F. Doyle 
| and Norman Rydge have been work- 
ing on the scheme ever since the 
| former’s return from abroad some 
} months ago. 
| Learned that 


the new arrange- 


ments will cover the grouping of the | 


various holdings in Greater Union 
into one complete unit. This was 





he visited England in search of ad- | 
ditional capital by the financial in- 
terests he dealt with. 

In this direction 


| the proposition put up to Doyle when | 


many obstacles 
had to be overcome, but matters are | 


+ 
The Hague, Jan. 29. 
Recent unexplainable’ rise in 
Kuchenmeister and_ International 


Tobis shares on the stock exchange 
at Amsterdam is puzzling veteran 
stock traders. Because Kuchenmeis- 


ter stock has gone up so rapidly, 
while Tobis shares have lagged in 
comparison, a most apparent dis- 


parity exists between the two issues 
on the basis of the current 5-to-1 
exchange for the two stocks. 

Nobody here seems to know what 
is behind this unusual advance in the 
two issues because little tangible 
news is out which might justify, on 
the surface at least, this sustained 
bull move. 

Explanation in some financial cir- 
cles is that the cheap price for which 
Kuchenmeister shares could’ be 
bought even last year probably en- 
couraged heavy buying in this issue 
once the future growth of Tobis In- 
| ternational was indicated. 
| Kuchenmeister stock dipped down 
to a level where it was difficult to 
obtain even a sale quotation after the 
1929 boom. However, the high price 
it brought in those peak days plainly 
| indicated to stock traders that it was 
a highly volatile issue and one which 
could easily be moved once the fu- 
ture of interlocking interests was 
assured. Only thing that has per- 
plexed some is the great disparity in 
| quoted prices for this issue, as com- 
| pared with Tobis International, espe- 
| cially when it is realized that it only 
requires five shares of Kuchenmeis- 
| ter to obtain one of Tobis. 

In more conservative circles the 
| most logical explanation is simply 

that the K stock has greater leverage 
}and is more readily moved than 
| Tobis shares. This has been true of 
other stocks where an exchange basis 
| always prevailed. 








| progressing smoothly now and no} Vienna, Jan. 30. 
| opposition is expected from any of | One-third of Tobis-Sacha_ stock- 
| the share-holding groups. There is | holdings were taken over by the 


| from England. 
been ironed out 
authority it is 


This point has 
yet, but on 


securing the amount required. 


Certain negotiations are proceed- 
and 
Hoyts on the question of a further 
term as General Theatres, but noth- 
ing definite has cropped up and the 
whole matter is still up in the air. 


between Greater Union 


ing 


Actual contract does not expire un- 
til the end of this year, and only 
informal chatter sessions are being 
held now. In the meantime, both 
circuits are going ahead to make 
their separate holdings strong, know- 
ing that there is every possibility 
that a further deal will not come 
about. 


JACK BUCHANAN’S NEW 
INDIE FILM PROD. CO. 


London, Feb. 9. 


Jack Buchanan has formed a new 
film company here on his own with 
a nominal capital of $500,000 but ex- 
tensive backing far above the regis- 
tered capital. Lord Portal is on the 
directorate of the new concern and 
Rene Clair has been signatured to 
direct two films. 

Pictures will be made at the Pine- 
wood Studios, where Buchanan has 
some money invested. 











Rene Clair has two pictures to 
make for Alexander Korda under an 
old contract. Whether these have 


| been dropped or will be made after, 


or before the Buchanan films, is not 


| clear. 





Lond. Pavilion Net Up 


London, Feb. 2. 

London Pavilion, operated since 
_rebuilding as the central pre-release 
| spot for United Artists output, shows 
a profit of $80,325 on the last work- 
ing year, comparing with $76,915 for 
the previous period. Final ordinary 
dividend of 342% is recommended, 
making 6° on the full year, plus a 
1% bonus from surplus on sale of 
investments. 

Company will place $10,000 to re- 
serve and carry $29,135 to the next 
account: 6% was the payment on 


ordinaries last year. 


Austrian Creditanstalt-Wiener Bank- 
| verein at the general meeting of 
| stockholders, with numerous present 
| officials of the corporation tendering 
| their resignations. 

Dr. Wilhelm Gruen, Marcel Fried- 
man, Oscar Pilzer and Viktor Pilzer 

were the executives to quit, while 
| Van Toenhoven, of Amsterdam, and 
Dr. Walter Loebl also resigned from 
active participation in Tobis-Sacha 
affairs. Some of those leaving, how- 
ever, plan to continue active in Aus- 








trian film production. 

Albert Goering, brother of the 
German Premier, was named fidu- 
ciary of the Créditanstalt-Wiener 
Bankverein group. 





‘In New York film circles. both 
moves mentioned above are figured 
to be moves towards splitting-up of 
Tobis International, whereby it is 
hoped eventually to cut German and 
Austrian Tobis off into a separate 
unit distinct and free of the home 
(Dutch) concern. In this respect, 
appearance of the German Premier’s 
brother for Tobis-Sacha, hitherto in- 
dependent of Germany except in so 
far as both companies stemmed from 
the Dutch holding corp., is signifi- 
cant. 


MIGCINS IN PARIS 
AFTER NEAR EAST TOUR 


Paris, Feb. 3. 

Ben Miggins, 20th-Fox European 
manager, has just returned from an 
extensive tour of the Near East, 
where he made a stucy of film con- 
ditions. 

Going through Turkey, Egypt. Pal- 
estine, Syria and Greece, Miggins 
said he found a marked movement in 
favor of American and British films. 
In Alexandria, Cairo, Tel-Aviv and 
other cities visited, he stated he 
found new and modern cinema 
houses which reported business on 
the upgrade. 

He is soon going to Oslo to atend 
and supervise the European premiere 
of ‘Girl in a Million.’ 


Legion Cross to Campbell 


Paris, Feb. 9. 
Charles Campbell has been made 
a Knight of the Legion of Honor. 
He is the local attorney for Para- 
mount. 
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THE GOOD EARTH 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Albert 


Lewin production. Stars Paul Muni, Luise 
Rainer. Features Walter Connolly, Tilly 
Losch, Charley Grapewin, Jessie Ralph. 


Directed by Sidney Franklin. From novel 
by Pearl S. Buck and play by Owen and 
Donald Davis; adaptation, Talbot Jen- 
nings, Tess Schlesinger, Claudine West; 
musical score, Herbert Stothart; editor, 
Basil Wrangell; camera, Karl Freund. At 
Astor, N. Y., for two-a-day, run commenc- 


ing Feb. 9, ’37. Running time, 140 mins. 

, {| SP errrrerrri er errer nr ri Paul Muni 
GPrRAMM bcc caceeeubeecesoscces Luise Rainer 
VIMCIS ccccceccescsccscece Walter Connolly 
PES PEON IT erty te Tilly Losch 
Old Father ...c.-eccecees Charley Grapewin 
CuckO0 ...ccccccsesccecccere Jessie Ralph 
Sra Soo Yong 
Elder Son ....ceeeees ketwtd eos Keye Luke 
Younger Son eeccccscccsvorees toland Lui 
Little Fool ...........e.e...Suzanna Kim 
tS ES we rcee rere ete Chingwah Lee 
PR. 5 knee hae ce44% 146096468 Harold Huber 
Liu, Grain Merchant.......+.--- Olaf Hytten 
GateMan .vcccccccccccccsce Wiliam Law 
Little Bride .....--+«++- 


....-Mary Wong | 


More minute care and generous | 
treatmert has seldom been accorded | 
a screen play. The result is a true) 
technical achievement with_names| 
enough to send it across. But its| 
not going to be easy to get this re-| 
ported $3,000,000 investment back. 
And if it does come back it’s going 
to take a long time. 

In its present shape, for two-a-day 
showing, film is inclined to run 
slowly, sometimes ponderously. It 
runs 140 minutes and there should be 
considerable trimming for the field 
as a whole. That will eliminate the 
slow spots; and once ‘Good Earth’ 
attains pace it will be additionally 
impressive. 

Transfer of the Buck novel from 
page to celluloid, with a stop-off via 
the stage, is a tough adaptation job. 
The difficulty must have confronted 
everybody concerned, from the cast 
down to the prop man, for here is 
picture property that is against all 
precedent. Giving continuity to a 
dictionary would not be much more 
difficult. 

On the scenario angle it’s not so 
much a problem of altering the orig- 
inal as of assorting the mass of ma- 
terial in the book, shaking it down 
for highlights and giving the se- 
lected portions the proper cohesion. 
These have been picked wisely. 
Where liberty is taken, it doesn’t lose 
sight of the novel or its people, and 
the essence of the book is never side- 
tracked or dissolved. Still, it im- 
presses as a tough subject on which 
to sell the public. 

The characters are 100% Chinese. 
In many scenes such occidentals as 
Paul Muni and Walter Connolly are 
mixed with genuine Orientals for di- 
rect conversational contact, and no 
harmful false note is struck. Para- 
doxically, the only inconsistency is 
the Chinese actors’ use of Oxford 
English as against the less precise 
and therefore less conspicuous dic- 
tion of the whites. Luise Rainer’s 
Viennese amidst this mumble-jumble 
of dialects is but slightly noticeable, 
and then only at the beginning. 

The marriage of Wang and O-Lan, 
their raising of the family and care 
of their land, the drought, Wang’s 
rise to wealth, his desertion of the 
farm and his taking of a second wife, 
his return to the farm and the earth 
are faithfully transcribed. There are 
some departures for brevity’s sake 
and some additions, such as the lo- 
cust plague, which is a helpful con- 
tribution rather than a distraction, 
but the members of the House of 
Wang are Pearl Buck’s original cre- 
ations without change. 

Albert Lewin, who took over the 

roduction reins where the late Irv- 
ing Thalberg left off; Director Sid- 
ney Franklin, the stars and featured 
players, along with the writers, all 
seem to have faced the problem en- 

thusiastically and in agreement. This 


—— 


lights, All pertain directly to the 
story. Herbert Stothart’s musical 
seore is eloquent and effective. 


Dialog is mostly short and clipped 
and manages to create the native at- 
mosphere without departing from the 
English tongue. This added to the 
general adaptation makes the all- 
around writing job one of excep- 
tional merit. 


It is a remarkable screen produc- 
tion. A cinch critics’ picture and ul- 
timately an audience picture, too, but 
due to the subject matter it’s going 
to take a bit of driving to get ’em in. 








| 
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Bige. 
(MUSICAL) 

20th Century-Fox release of Darryl F. 
Zanuck-Gene Markey production. Stars 
Dick Powell and Madeleine Carroll, Fea- 
tures Alice Faye, Kitz bros., George | 
Barbier. Directed by Roy Del Ruth. Songs 
by Irving Berlin. Screenplay, Gene Markey 
and William Conselman, Dances, Seymour 
Felix; | camera, Lucien Andriot; asst. 
director, Wm. J. Seully: editor, Allen 
McNeil orchestrations, Herbert Spencer; 
musical direction, Arthur Lange. At Radio | 
City Music Hall, N. Y., week Feb. 4, ‘37. 
Running time, 90 mins. 
J ee See eee Dick Powell 
Mimi Caraway..........Madeleine Carroll 
i Se ss, +95 4a Whee ae eeke Alice Faye 
RO, MUNRO 66.6.6 Wai cans Aa ak Themselves 
Commodore Caraway........ George Barbier 
Prederick .Gimis...ccscccccvci Alan Mowbray 
gt | Se Cora Witherspoon 
re rr ae Walter Catlett 
SO Us 64.40 000 044.0640 Douglas Fowlev 
DOINGS. wdeesedtasdaebdeehe cs Stepin Fetchit 
om. ee eee deevecds Joan Davis 
SOG CNET 5 ob da oe 66000008 0 Paul Gerrits 
Herr Hanfstangel...........+: Sig Rumann 
ee RT, 6 6 06600400482 Billy Gilbert 
Pe ERE 0043 500406004868 Douglas Wood 
BENOd UEURUEDs 64 cbc cchoosokuets Paul Irving 
oS” Pel epere rere err er cry Ricardo Mandia 
ene PEaMOSCT. «4: <c.0ad 005 28 John Sheehan 
SOU 54 00 064444 Sedddéubeces bas E. E.: Clive 
MEET 606640408 6 0605268) Oi 82 Harry Stubbs 
PUN. Wied égews 540564 5800008 Edward Cooper 





‘On the Avenue’ should fare mod- 
erately well. It’s no sock but has 


attractive personalities in Dick 
Powell, Madeleine Carroll, Alice 
Faye, and the ever funny Ritz 


Brothers. It needs, however, all the 
tuneful support it can get from the 
Irving Berlin score. 

There are six Berlin songs, ‘This 
Year’s Kisses,’ ‘I’ve Got My Love to 
Keep Me Warm,’ ‘Girl on the Police 
Gazette,” ‘He Ain't Got Rhythm,’ 
‘You’re Laughing at Me’ and ‘Slum- 
ming on Park Avenue,’ all good and 
all currently enjoying a strong radio 
ride. This ether exploitation should 
react in the film’s favor. 

The combination of yeoman 
thespics and Berlin tunes, plus a big 
league production investiture, are the 
major features of ‘On the Avenue.’ 


They a!most overcome the shallow 
story structure—almost, but not 
quite, 


Plots in filmusicals are never to be 
taken seriously, of course, but either 
the comedy and adhesive components 
are such that it more than nullifies 
any deficiency in credulity, or the 
negative aspects become so assertive 
as to be disturbing to the sum total. 
That’s the prime deficiency here. 


‘Avenue’ tells of Dick Powell 
starred in his own revue which 
Satirizes ‘the richest girl in the 
world,’ yclept Madeleine Carroll. In 
pique, she eventually buys up the 
entire production just to jazz up a 
romantic (stage) scene for Powell 
(already established as her eventual 
vis-a-vis for the fadeout) but outside 
of a few disturbing shifts in the 
screen audience’s seating arrange- 
ments, the breakup scene of the ro- 
mance revolves about the madcap 
Ritzes doing a scat version of ‘O 
Chi-Chornia.’ 

Powell shoulders the vocal brunt 
—Laughing at Me,’ ‘This Year’s 





must account for the smooth-running 
effect gained in spite of confusion of 
detail that would ordinarily preclude 
story continuity, let alone perfect 
productional teamwork. 

Paul Muni as Wang with a great 
makeup, is a splendid lead for the 
film. Role is something any actor 


would relish, for it’s the kind that 
gives credit for restraint and pays 
off automatically on just looking the 


part regardless of performance. 

Miss iner has more difficulty, 
since her features are not so recep- 
tive to Oriental makeup. Yet a good 
actress overcomes these things, and 
Luise Rainer is an actress. alter 
Connolly as the semi-villainous and 
greedy uncle, takes the few laughs 
in a picture which is very sparing 
with its lightness. He does a spark- 
ling job. Tilly Losch, a dancer by 
profession, does little dancing, but 
plenty of good playing, as the second 
wife, and Charley yg,” te is splen- 
did as the father of Wang. 

Keye Luke, Chingwah Lee and 
Roland Lui head the native contin- 
gent, all excellent. Jessie Ralph and 
Harold Huber also stand out in mi- 
nor spots. In fact, there’s no sign of 
wossness in the cast at the top or 

m. 

Karl Freund’s photography is as 
important in the net result as any 
other factor. Some of his scenic 
views are portraits, and in the action 
sequences_he gives the director more 
than the customary help. The print- 
ing may alse be accountable, but 
whatever it is, the slightly tinted and 
brownish sepia hues, shading some 
of the farm sequences, give as mag- 
nificent an effect as has yet been re- 
corded on film. ' 

For excitement plus photographic 


‘beauty the three leading action se- 


quences—the storm scene, the revo- 
lutionary mob’s pillage of the city, 
and the locust plague—are high- 


Kisses,’ ‘Police Gazette’ and ‘Got My 
Love to Keep Me Warm.’ The Ritzes 
are capital in their opportunities, 
handling a Rusian folk song in addi- 
tion to ‘Slumming on Park Avenue’ 
and ‘He Ain’t Got Rhythm,’ with 
Alice Faye’s vocal collaboration. 
Latter is almost a walk-through as 
the unrequited backstage amour de 
Powell but she socks ‘em with 
‘Kisses’ and ‘Park Avenue.’ 


George Barbier glares through the 
proceedings as the papa of the richest 
girl in the world whom Powell 
caricatures onstage. Cora Wither- 
spoon makes much of the frivolous 
auntie who is variously taken up 
with a Russian hock-stepping motif 
and later switches to a German acro- 
bat. Billy Gilbert, of the old slap- 
sticks, realy makes a Greek lunch 
counterman count for something and 
ditto E. E. Clive as a sentimental 
cabby. Sig Rumann is the man of 
the flying trapeze opposite Miss 
Witherspoon. Rest are bits but 
effective: Mowbray as an explorer 
jilted at the altar; Stepin Fetchit as 
Stepin Fetchit, and Walter Catlett as 
Jake Dibble, the impresario. Try and 
find Joan Davis and Paul Gerrits. 


Numbers are more or less rapidly 
unreeled, principally as revue songs 
done from the stage, as part of the 
musical within this musical. 


The Broadway columnists have a 
field day for billing, and ‘On the 
Avenue’ is virtually a trailer for 
Winchell. Considering 20th-Fox’s 
forthcoming Winchell-Bernie filmusi- 
cal this is a good builder-upper 
since the other columnists get col- 
loquial mention, although not to the 
same degree. 

Musical treatment is deft if un- 
distinguished. That goes for the 
Seymour Felix dance-staging as well 
which, for its limited scope, is 
nevertheless adequate. His best pro- 











Miniature Reviews 


‘The Good Earth’ (Metro). A 
grand screen’ accomplishment 
but one which will need more 
than ordinary exploitation for 
box office purposes, 

‘On the Avenue’ (20th-Fox). 
Irving Berlin songs as much a 
feature as the marquee names. 
Not socko, but will do all right. 

‘Champagne Waitz’ (Par). 
Gladys Swarthout, Fred Mac- 
Murray and Jack Oakie in a 
musical. On the slow side, but 
should do fairly. 

‘Beloved Vagabond’ (Col). 
English-made, starring Maurice 
Chevalier. A weak sister, most- 
ly for the duals. 

‘Happy -Go-Lucky’ (Rep.). 
Melodramatic clowning in 
Shanghai with Phil Regan and 
Evelyn Venable; songs and mu- 
sical numbers won't get it past 
double barrier. 

‘Sinner Take All’ (Metro). 
Whodunit which falls a little 
short in spite of good acting, di- 
rection and treatment. Can 
single in spots. Husky dual fare. 














duction chore is ‘Park Ave.’ and 
‘Police Gazette.’ Any terp production 
flash is at a minimum, for plot and 
tempo purposes, in itself a good idea 
considering the 90 minutes. Musical 
interpretation high-grade from the 
orchestration and rendition stand- 
point. Abel. 


CHAMPAGNE WALTZ 


(MUSICAL) 

Paramount release of Harlan Thomyson 
production, Stars Gladys Swarthout and 
Fred MacMurray. Features Jack Oakie, 
Herman Bing, Vivienne Osborne, Fritz 
Leiber, Veloz and Yolanda, Directed by 
A. Edward Sutherland. Story, Billy Wider 
and H. S. Kraft} adaptation, Don Hart- 


man and Frank Butler; music and lyrics, 
Burton Lane, Ralph Fried, Sam Coslow, 
Frederick Hollander, Leo Robin, William 
Daly and Ann Ronnell; dance director, 
LeRoy Prinz; film editor, Paul Weather- 
wax; camera. William Mellor. At Para- 
mount, N. Y., week Feb. 3, 1957, Running 


time, 8S Mins. 
Bare eee Gladys Swarthout 













DUSRy TOW .ccicccscess Fred MacMurray 
Happy Gallagher... scccocscesssex Jack Oakie 
_ tr MC EES EER EET OTTE TTT TTYL Tey Veloz 
se nn DRLERVELECET TET et eee Yolanda 
Meme CUIIOON 6 oc ccecsdetsss Herman Bing 
SNOUE, - snc00d 060edeeeds Vivienne Osborne 
lg Lieberlich ......e.++....-Frank Forest 
RE re eer «e+» Benny Paker 
PME 19:5 04. 0.455.660.0606 004 »»-Ernest Cossart 
bce ee ESS Fritz Leiber 
SOE Pee James Burke 
Were TORRE bos cccvesssave Maude Ebyrne 
‘Champagne Waltz’ is Gladys 


Swarthout’s third picture for Para- 
mount and her best to date. Other 
factors in it: favor are its production 
and fair comedy. It’s a box office 
middleweight. 


Some driving power is realized by 
the presence in the cast of Fred 
MacMurray, opposite Miss Swart- 
hout, together with Jack Oakie and 
Herman Bing. Meanwhile, Miss 
Swarthout should develop for pic- 
tures, given the proper material. In 
this film she learns how to chew 
gum via MacMurray. Hence, the 
mark of the prima donna is less ap- 
parent this time and she becomes a 
more appealing personality. 


Story is built for a musical back- 
ground of Strauss waltzes, notably 
‘The Blue Danube,’ which have to 
fight the encroachment of swing. It 
os in Vienna and moves to the 


Sutherland’s direction is slow but 
the comedy is piloted for the desired 
laughs, 

Miss Swarthout is the daughter of 
Franz Strauss, waltz composer, 
whose operation of the waltz palace 
is finally knocked cold by the inva- 
sion of jazz. Buzzy Bellew and his 
jazz band are royally welcomed to 
Vienna and by gently fantastic 
strokes the whole town goes jazz- 
mad. As the story ambles along, the 
Strausses are fighting this unortho- 
dox competition, the love interest is 
planted. This is handled in a re- 
freshing way as Miss Swarthout be- 
gins to fall for MacMurray, thinking 
him fo be’ the U. S. Consul rather 
than the ‘brassy Bellew. The latter 
continues cloaking his real identity 
until down toward the last when it 
isn’t so important whether he’s Bel- 
lew or not, the guy who ruined the 
business of the Waltz Palast. 


By this time the action has moved 
to America and for the final blowoff. 
the Blue Danube Roof has been set 
up for the Strausses in New York. 
The set is impressive and it’s here 
that Veloz and Yolando, ballroom 
dancers, go into an effective waltz. 
The girl is particularly attractive and 
nicely gowned for this number 
which also is well lighted for the 
camera. They do another dance 
earlier. 

For a reprise of ‘Paradise in Waltz 
Time’ by Miss Swarthout, papa 
Strauss (Fritz Leiber) is directing 
a flock of violins. This violin por- 
tion of the ending sequence is im- 
pressively staged. Taking the strug- 
gle between classical music and 
swing as the basis. the script has 
two bands merging (strings in one 
group, reeds and brass in the other) 
into one to work on ‘Blue Danube’ 
plus a ‘Tiger Rag’ counter. As the 
two fleets of bandsmen merge it 
makes for a battery of about 200 











musicians. The stage mechanics are 


clever. This closes the picture 
minus any clinch for the Swarthout- 
MacMurray pair. . 

In addition to ‘Paradise,’ her best 
number, Miss Swarthout does ‘Could 
I Be in Love’ as she wanders around 
in a garden back home in Vienna. 
Many songwriters worked on the 
picture, ‘Paradise’ written by Sam 
Coslow and Frederick Hollander, 
while ‘Could I Be in Love’ was turned 
out by Leo Robin and William Daly. 
Ann Ronnell wrote ‘Merry-Go-Round 
Waltz,’ a neat tune, and ‘When 
Is a’ Kiss Not a Kiss?’ is the work of 
Burton Lane and Ralph Fried. These 
numbers and special arrangements 
of Strauss music form the score pre- 
pared under the direction of Boris 
Morros. ‘When Is a Kiss’ is done by 
MacMurray on two different occa- 
sions. His selling of it is okay. 

Dances staged by LeRoy Prinz and 
add backbone to the general produc- 
tion. 

Oakie and Bing, aided by sundry 
lessers, shoulder the majority of the 
comedy burden. Oakie carries the 
heavier and is addicted to ‘double 
takes’ throughout. 

Technically, including the _ pho- 
tography of William Meller, ‘Cham- 
pagne Waltz’ attains a high — 

ar. 


DREAMING LIPS 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Feb. 2. 
United Artists release of Trafalgar 
Film-Max Schach production. Stars Elisa- 


beth Bergner; features Raymond Massey, 
Romney Brent. Directed by Paul Czinner. 
Adapted from Henri Bernstein's play 
‘Melo,’ by Carl Mayer; technical super- 
vision and co-direction, Lee Garmes; 
scenario and dialog, Margaret Kennedy, 
Lady Cynthia Asquith; camera, Roy 
Clarke. At London Pavilion, Feb. 2, ‘3¥. 
Running time 93 mins. 

GOD o.oo oe ccccncoseescecs Elisabeth Bergner 
Miguel de Vayo..esseesess Raymond Massey 
Peter... cccccccccses ebececons Romney Brent 
Christine.......ecee errr ere TS Joyce Blar4d 
Mrs. Stanway..........Sydney Fairbrother 
Sir Robert Blaker..........--- Felix Aylmer 
Dr. Wilson..... TTS ee ea re Fisher White 
Butler... «ccececese ee ecoeccess Bruno Barnabe 
Impresario.....++ eeceeseees-Charles Carson 
Philosopher...... eevorsoecs Donald Calthrop 
His Friend...... coccvcceses- ROMnald Shiner 
Policeman....... eereecovecese Cyril Raymond 
The Rescue?. .ccccccccscsces George Carney 


In many respects, this is one of the 
finest productions ever made in Eng- 
land. Story is typically continental 
in psychology and progresses to an 
inevitable ending. Every indica- 
tion that it will be successful com- 
mercially, as well as artistically, but 
easily 500 feet could be clipped 
from it without impeding the de- 
velopment. 

If this picture were made in Hol- 
lywood, the story would probably be 
whitewashed and much of its 
strength weakened. Miss Bergner 
made this picture once before, in 
Germany, some years ago. That she 
would want to make an up-to-date 
English repetition of it is quite nat- 
ural, in that the Teutonic produc- 
tion was acclaimed. 

Peter (Gaby’s husband) is first 
violinist in a symphony orchestra 
and lives in rhapsodic happiness with 
his wife. Prominent international 
fiddler is guest soloist with Peter’s 
company of players, and was his 
bosom friend in their student days. 
Coming to Peter’s home, a triangle 
arises, and the husband’s friend and 
the wife have a hectic affair. Friend 
(Miguel) is booked for a tour of 
America and wants to take her with 
him, exacting a promise from Gaby 
that she will tell her husband. She 
fails to do so, but promises to fol- 
low him. 

Peter, seeing Miguel off, contracts 
a bad cold, which develops into a 
serious illness and Gaby nurses him 
day and night. Seated at his bed- 
side she has a dream in which she 
sees herself giving Peter an over- 
dose of a sleeping draught, and 
wakes up_ shouting hysterically. 
Meantime, not hearing from Gaby, 
Miguel abruptly terminates his 
American tour and returns. Gaby 
goes to his apartment, telling him 
her place is by her husband’s side. 
Miguel takes her in his arms. She 
attempts to push him off, and there 
is a flash showing Gaby’s clothes 
strewn all over the floor. Gaby 
drowns herself in the Thames, leaving 
a pathetic note for Peter, who never 
knows the reason for her committing 
suicide. 

Money was spent lavishly, but 
with artistry on this production. Miss 
Bergner’s English is much improved 
since her last film. There is hardly 
any accent left, but her attractive 
mannerisms and arresting person- 
ality remain. She has a role giving 
her opportunity for the lightest kind 
of youthful vivacity, ascending the 
scale of emotions up to scenes of the 
most intense tragedy, and acquits 
herself with distinction. 

Raymond Massey revels in the role 
of a dark-visaged, lugubrious half- 
Spanish lover. Delightful _ per- 
formance is contributed by Romney 
Brent as Peter, an ingenious, im- 
pulsive, lovable husband who adores 
and spoils his little Viennese wife. 

There are 10 more players who 
have little more than bits—all of 
them actors and actresses of local 


repute, with whom no fault can be | 


found. There is some excellent 
music by the London Symphony 
Orchestra, most artistic settings, 
dresses with which to quicken the 
pulses of the feminine contingent, 
photography of the highest excel- 
lence, scenario and dialog of no mean 
quality, and direction by Paul Czin- 
ner, 

They certainly can make good pic- 
tures in England once in a while. 





and this is one of them. Jolo. 





| provoking. 








Short Subjects. 


THREE STOOGES 

‘Grips, Grunts and Groans’ 
Comedy 

17 Mins. 

Globe, N. Y¥. 





Columbia 

This is one of the funnier of the 
slapstick comedy shorts the Three 
Stooges make for Columbia release 
While it includes many of the slaps 
and the like which characterize the 
work of the Stooges, the situations 
developed are of a refreshingly en- 
tertaining nature, 

Comedy trio are hoboes who have 
been riding the rails. They get into 
a gymnasium and are commissioned 
to watch over Bustoff, the wrestler 
who has a yen for liquor. The wres. 
tler gets out of their control and one 
of the Stooges has to sub for him in 
the ring, results being very laugh. 
Some of the ring action 
is in fast motion and effective. 

Jules White produced, not stinting, 
and Preston Black directed, doing a 
good job. Char, 





MR. and MRS JESSE CRAWFORD 
With Robert Simmons 

Organ Solos, Singing 

9 Mins. 

Strand, N. Y. 


Vitaphone No. 1949 


The self-styled ‘Poets of the Organ?’ 
assisted by Robert Simmons, tenor, 
provide aural entertainment of cali- 
ber meeting the demands of large or 
small houses. Only nine minutes in 
length, short should serve as very 
convenient filler. 

The Crawfords are seated at organs 
which are backed up, the pair open- 
ing with ‘Valencia.’ Jesse Crawford 
alone plays “The Rose in Her Hair,’ 
from which the action cuts to a little 
scene for Robert Simmons. Latter 
sings the number in fine voice, a 
girl. Silently, carrying ou _ the 
scene with him. Another effective 
production build-up is for Mrs. Craw- 
ford’s solo of ‘Butterflies in the Rain,’ 
with a ballet performing upscreen 
over her organ. ‘Masquerade’ is an- 
other both Crawfords play. Char. 








‘GIFTS OF RHYTHM’ 
With the Cabin Kids and Bob How- 
ard 
10 Mins. 
Globe, N. Y. 
Educational 

Juve singing ensemble is spotted 
for a pair of nifty songs and deftly 
interwoven comedy. Additionally a 
pair of other youngsters build up 
with a cornet solo and a tap for a 
balanced finish, Bob Howard un- 
ravels some _ intricate pianology, 
amid which he delivers one tune in 
scat style. All the talents’ colored 
and from the air. They’ve also made 
previous shorts. 

Kids are at a birthday party, re- 
quired to deliver some gift, which 
cues in their vocalizing. Pair of 
numbers is nicely fitted for the abil- 
ity and range of their voices. Small- 
est of the troupe uncorks the laughs 
by carrying on a_ head-scratching 
business and other distractions that 
amuse, but without detracting from 
the singing. Edga. 





GHOST TOWN GOLD 


Republic release of Nat Levine-William 
Berke production. Features Robert Liv- 
ingston, Ray Corrigan, Max Terhune, Kay 
Hughes. Directed by Joseph Kane. Screen 
play, John Rathmell and Oliver Drake; 
original story, Bernard McConville; editor, 
Murray Seldeen; photography, Jack Marta; 


music, Harry Grey; sound, Harry Jones, 
Running time, 57 mins, 

Stony Brooke.....seesess Robert Livingston 
Tucson Smiih....cccess ecccee Ray Corrigan 
Lullaby Joslin....ececseceess-Max Terhune 
BAWINA ..ccccccce sbbbasesdesicy Beeques 
Barrington ,.cccsccccccesseses LeRoy Mason 
Thornton ....+e0.+ eecccccccecs Burr Carruth 
MOK ..ccccccccccccvecesesss: Bob Kortman 
Jake... sccccesececédesess s: Milburn Morante 
Kamatski ....«. eeccccccoece Frank Haxney 
MAMAREE coccccccccccessccces: Don Roberts 
Catlett .rccccccse eeseeeK. Herrick Herrick 
CUAIND svccvicccese eseee Robert C. Thomas 
BUCK sccccccccccccccccecess Yakima Canutt 





More of the Three Mesquiteer 
series featuring the present Republic 
‘star’ drive, Robert Livingston. His 
two companions to make the trio are 
Ray Corrigan and Max Terhune. 
Latter was a footlight worker for 
nearly 20 years as a mimic and ven- 
triloquist which he works in here 
for some laughs. ‘Ghost Town Gold 
was suggested by the book written 
by William Colt MacDonald, al- 
though Bernard McConville is cred- 
ited with the original story for the 
screen. Parallelism between the 
Mesquiteers and the Dumas’ Mus- 
keteers, also a threesome, is worked 
in at the finish of the picture when 
the three horse handlers make a 
wild ride to return stolen bank 
money before the window opens and 
the girl's pappy’s bank folds. Chased 
by a gang of yeggs, one by one the 
Mesquiteers drop out to hold back 
their progress. 

Gob of the footage about midway 
is hung on a fight between Corrigan 
and Frank Hagney in a saloon prize 
ring. Lots of hammering, but the 
scrap goes about a round too long 
and gets somewhat tiring. Outside 
the featured trio, Kay Hughes and 
LeRoy Mason draw the most atten- 
tion. Hughes girl is a pitty-pat in- 
genue and only fair. Mason, the vil- 


lage vice man, glowers his part wel!. 

Kids will like and the trio shows 
promise of building into a good thing 
as this bronc biz goes. 


Barn, 
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The Beloved Vagabond 


(ENGLISH MADE) 

(WITH SONGS) 
Colambia rétease of Toeplitz production, 
Siars Maurice Chevalier. Features Mar- 
garet Lockwood, Betty Stockfeld, Des- 
mond Tester, Austin Trevor, Directed by 
Kurt Bernhardt. From novel by W, J. 
Locke; adaptatien, Hugh Milts, Walter 
Creighton and Arthur Wimperis; songs, 
Mireille and Heymann: music, Darius Mil- 


aud; film editor, Dug Myers; camera, 
Franz llaner. At Globe, N. Y.. week 
Feb, 6, "37. Ruonning time, 68 mins. 

PAregot ..ceseee eeveeees- Maurice Chevalier 
JOANNA ccccceccsesccoessees Betty Stockfeld 
Blamqiette ...cescseces Margaret Lockwood 
BPICOE oc ccccccccsecs eesees Desmond Tester 
Comte de Verneull......6e6- Austin Trevor 


eseee..- Peter Haddon 
»+.-Charles. Carson 


Major Wahers ..csees 
Mr. Rushworth. ..cosces 


Madame Bon ccocsseoees Cathleen Negbitt 
Camcl@rRP 2. cccccvcccseseess Rarbhara Gott 
Cafe Proprietress........cccee4 Amy Veness 





Absent from American screens for 
about three years now, Maurice 


permission for. his gal friend, Gloria 
Morel, to pose as the Madonna in the 
monastery garden, while he puts the 
scene down on canvas. Gal has been 
something of a roustabout before, at 
least to outward appearances, and 
from this juncture on evil luck besets 
her. She gets religion, essays to be- 
come a nun, but is reunited with the 
boy friend when the revolution re- 
duces her convent to ashes. 

A mitigating touch in the revolu- 
tion scene is that the gun-and-dagger 
boys first allow the nuns to escape, 
and even carry out an invalid woman 
of the cloth, before setting a match 
to the place. 

Both Miss Morel and Casado are 
handed roles more nearly in the Hol- 
lywood starrer conception than is 
usual in foreign pix, notably those 





Chevalier returns m an English-madcde | 


which gets release on this side by 
Columbia. 
turn to Hollywood, in case the sing- 
ing French star is interested, and in 
all probability will not encourage 
further American release of anything 
he does on the other side. The 
Toeplitz production with Chevalier 
and an alj-English cast, teasingly 
titled ‘The Beloved Vagabond,’ is 
rather shoddy entertainment and will 
have difficulty grabbing more than 
passing notice on double bills. 
Whatever draught the Chevalier 
name may still retain is in favor of 
‘Vagabond’ but its course is still 
highly questionable. The people sup- 
porting the former Hollywoed Para- 
mount star are unknown on this side 
but with better material at least one 
may attract sufficient attention te land 
in studtfos here. She is Margaret Lock- 
wood, who’s paired with Chev as the 
wandering small town musician 
whom he meets in a French village 
and thereafter can’t lose. Miss Lock- 
wood has a very pleasing personality 
and a voice that is less British than 
the average. . 
of the 


Her wistfulness remind 
Janet Gaynor type. 

Of the others, those who imnress 
the most are Betty Stockfeld, a 
looker, and Desmond Tester, child 
actor. Latter acquits himself nicely, 
never becoming unnatural through 
forced direction, and —_ clearly 
theugh with a decided English ac- 
cent. The kid becomes Chevatlier’s 
pal early in the proceedings and 
wanders off to France with him after 
an English romance for the star has 
gone floppo. 

The story opens with Chevalier 
singing to his girl friend from the 
street below her window, plot shortly 
thereafter throwing her into the 
arms of a rich suitor who is coming 
to the financial rescue of her father. 
Then switching to France, the action 
travels laboriously over considerable 
ground building up a romance be- 
tween Chevalier and the musical 
waif he has picked up. The star, the 
kid and the girl go about the country 
as a musical trio. The boy plays the 
drum, the girl the accordion and 
Chevalier does most of the singing. 
At one point Miss Lockwood figures 
in a double with him, setting being a 
wayside inn. One number is done in 
French by Chevalier. Those songs in 
English show the star’s diction to be 
exceedingly poor. 

e Reason is Yow’ fs the best 
tune. A Parisian cafe is the back- 
ground, and a troupe of girls are in- 
jected for the can-can. Plot moves 
back to England finally and then 
onto a boat bound back for France. 

Production is quite ordinary and 
photography isn’t up to our average. 

evalier does okay with the weak 
material handed him. He is deserving 
of much better. Char. 


EL ROSAL BENDITO 


(‘The Blessed Rose’) 
(MEXICAN MADE) 
Jorge Stahl produetion. Features Gloria 
Morel, J. J. Martinez Casade, El Chato 
Ortin. Directed by J. Bustillo Oro, Music, 





Max Urban %t Cervantes, N. Y., week 
Feb. 8 °37. Running time, 68 mins. 

Armands.............8. J, Martinez Casado 
Lego Gumensindo. ......6660005- Chate Ortin 
errr r TT rtr rT ire Gloria More} 
Peay Pranciece. .cccccorcccs Manuel Noriega 
Be PPOs... cc cccoeseece ... Jdoaquin Coss 
BneMue... wscccscescoces -Carloe Villateroe 
Raquel. .....-eceeccsese.+s-Margarita Cortes 
Taw Madre... cess «+e+.. Consuelo Segarra 
AMtomid...6 scccessssres Guillermo Camacho 
COWEROPE, 6c ccccccccecbeooccces Emilia Benito 
Rumiwra .. ...seeseeess.Lolita Tellez Wood 
RM PAGER. 6s. seee ceccsiee Pepita Gonzalez 
SOOG. od chr cvevssrvevevsseve Eduardo Perez 





(In Spanish; No English Titles? 

Acceptance of this picture among 
Latin-American audiences may de- 
pend somewhat on what the patrons 
of various localities will read into it 
by way of religion. For one thing, 
the deus ex machina that unites hero 
and heroine is the burning of the 
convent by revolutionaries, a circum- 
stance that enables the girl to escape 
her vows. For another thing, there 


is a jolly buffoon of a friar deeply | 
He sops up | the woman he loves. 
otherwise | 


plaited into the yarn. 
plenty of wine, and 


that come from across the Atlantic. 
Perform capably and have an addi- 
tional asset, in that both are é@asy on 
the eyes. Chato Ortin, as jolly friar, 


é ; | cops the comedy chores, and does 
It will not hasten his re- | : og : 


walloping job in every sense. Laughs 
at this point may well help bridge 
over the possible religious scowls at 
the friar’s constant yen for wine and 
the Mex equivalent for hamburgers. 
Production and mounting are okay. 
and look like coin in a number of 
places. Edga. 


THE DOMINANT SEX 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Jan. 27. 


release of Associated British 
Stars Phillips Hotmes, Diana 


Wardour 
production. 





Churchill. Directed by Berbert Brenon. 
Screen play. Vina de Vesci, John Fervald, 
from play by Michael Egan: camera, Jack 
Cox, Koy Clarke. At Piccadilly theatre, 
Lomwton, Jan. 2, ‘37. Running time, 7) 
mins 

Spee. Ms-. 05:00085680000A Phillips Holmes 
PMA TOs 6.0.0604 66666 58% Diana Churchill 
yo Ble ere r rT Tee Carol Goodner 
SOR Se eee Romney Brent 
Th «sabes ceeaeeeeeeee Hugh Miller 
Alec Winstone Billy Mitton 
Ee en 4 6.0664 abedeea ae Dora Gregory 
Deg. WENO 5646 so0.bi0nedeee? Charles Paton 
ee Tr OUBEOP . 60 c0csesceeees OVea Edwardes 
MOET c cece evr net 6esses 6odcees Kathleen Kelly 





So far as production, acting and 


| direction are concerned, this film is 


good enough to seek a hearing in the 
U. S. Whether it will be accepted 
depends entirely on the appreciation 
of the psychology which the author 
imtended. 

It isn’t often that a film version of 
a play follows the stage script with 
the exactitude of this one. Piece ran 
about two years in London, but 
America didn’t accord it full marks. 
Film version is necessarily augmert- 
ed by additional scenes, and acting is 
carried out along approved film tech- 
nique. For stage purposes, Richard 
Bird was ideal in the leading male 
role, but, probably wisely, Phillips 
Holmes, too meticulously attired for 
a white-collar workingman, appears 
before the camera, 

Leading woman, Diana Churchill, 
has the same part she enacted on the 
stage, and has admirably adapted 
herself to the celluloid. Throughout 
it is a splendid transfer of a success- 
ful play to the screen, but the cutting 
seems a bit abrupt. 

Queer story for a picture, though 
it was alse a queer story for a play— 
a domestic problem anent the right 
of a woman to have an individuality 
of her own after marriage. Jolo. 


AZ ARANYEMBER 


(‘The Man of Gold’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 
Budapest, Jan. 12. 


Tsuk-Hunnia production. 
Adapted from Jokai's novel by Alexander 
Hevesi, Bela Gaal; directed by Bela Gaal; 
mesic, Tibor Polgar, George Ranky; cam- 


Hirsch and 


era, Istvan Eiben. At Kamara theatre, 
Budapest. 

Cast: Maria Egery, Maria Mezey, Anna 
Fuzes, Serena Sziklay, Martha Kormos, 


Ferenc Kiss, Julius Ssertos, Theodore Uray, 
Attila Petheo. 





(In Hungarian) 

After the suecess of ‘New Squire’ 
last year, local producers turn with 
increased interest to that treasure- 
trove of fiction, the works of Hun- 
gary’s great story teller Jokai. Ro- 
mance, sentiment, adventure and 
striking backgrounds combine to 
make his novels ideal material for 
pictures. Trouble is that Jokai yarns 
are overcrowded with detail and the 
novels are so w. k. that directors 





dare not leave out much. 

Setting of ‘Man of Gold’ is the first 
half of the 19th century. Michael 
Timar, mate on a Danube tugboat, 
| saves the life of a Turkish nobleman 
and his daughter. He marries the 
daughter out of pity. makes a vast 
fortune, but really loves Noemi, a 
| young girl who grows roses on a de- 
serted Danube island. There are in- 
| trigues galore; the villain of the play, 
a Turkish spy, is drowned wearing 
Timar’s clothes, Timar is taken for 
dead and is free to start a new life 
of happy obscurity on No Man’s 
Island, making attar of roses with 





Bare outline gives no idea of the 


skirts on the wrong edge of pious ob- | colorful episodes and romantic at- 


servances. Pie is by no means sacri- 


mosphere. Ferenc Kiss, in the part 


legious, but there are those angles | of Timar, an ideal character, is first- 
which could be taken as nuances in a| rate—a strong and lovable he-man. 
questionable direction. Otherwise,| Martha Kormos, a new actress, is 


not bad. 
Oro’s direction, as well as gener- 
ally good performances by fhe cast, 


keeps a certain conciseness all the | 
is of no| ) 
small value, too. and stacks up with | beautiful 


way through. Lens work 


charming in the part of the Turkish 
| girl, but on the whole the men in 
| the cast are better than the women, a 
fault of most Hungarian films. 
Photography. especially of 
outdoor scenes, is 


the 
very 


the best. especially in the conception | good. 


of indoor lights-and-shades. 


Threads of the plot weave through pictures yet made here. 


On the whole. it’s one of the best 
Sure to pay 


many religious backgrounds. Young | its way. although its appeal is neces- 
painter, J. J. Martinez Casado. makes | sarily limited to Hungarian audi- 
friends in a cloister, and finally gets | ences at home and abroad. Jacohi. 





HAPPY-GO-LUCKY 


(WITH SONGS) 

Republic release of Nat Levine produc- 
tion. Features Phil Regan and Evelyn 
Venable. Directed by Aubrey Scotto. Sereen 
Play by Raymond Schrock and Olive Cooper 
from original by Eric Taylor, Wellyn Tot- 


man and Endre Bohem., Songs by Sam 
H. Stept, Ted Koehler, Ned Washington 
and Cliff Friend: camera, Ernest Miller: 
musical supervision, Harry Grey. At 
Strand, Brooklyn, week Feb. 4, ’S7, double 
bill. Running time, 69 mins, 

SE Ds cs wan tec ddawades ue Phil Regan 
NS... 5 itavh ec eh ehee dened Phil Regan 
aS ee Evelyn Venable 
ee eee ee Jed Prouty 
Charlie Davis...+..........Williiam Newell 
EES Niet 6 hades 9.04 etes ane® Jonathan Hale 
Uv. S. Consul Brown........ Hartan Briggs 
Matzdorf .................Stanley Andrews 
ROG WT END be decade sdeesed< Claude King 
DiC. C case ekess e060 ed o4084 Carleton Young 
CT AS ee ee ee Karl Hackett 
Dy nO rae eoeknd6stsy weeds ..Guy Kingsford 
 ccceeses Howard Hickman 
COONS cc ccccce ‘ Willie Fung 


Three tuneful songs—one of near- 
hit calibre—help this odd mixture 
of mellow melodramatics and back- 
stage musicellany. But they fail 
to save the picture from the 
mire of piecemeal writing and 
obtuse direction. Nor 
particularly gifted with brilliant act- 
mg. It is acceptable as light mate- 
rial on a twin-attraction bill though 
some bargain-seeking patrons may 
find episodes that will be difficult to 
swallow. At this house a special title 
switch labeled this film ‘Kidnanved 
in Shanghai,’ a more lurid albeit 
equally appropriate tag. 

Phil Regan has been heard plenty 
on the radio since making his big- 
time debut with Burns and Allen. 
Hence, he may have something of a 
following. Remainder of marquee il- 
lumination must be obtained in the 
names of E elyn Venable and Jed 
Prouty. This should give an inkling 
of what the exhib can expect on get- 
tins "em inside. 

ive writers worked on the yarn. 
And it is difficult to discern just 
which one or which pair finally 
emerged victorious. The reason is 
that it gets under way as a musical. 
Then the plot goes slightly meller 
as the mystery of missing airplane 
plans, a lost aviator, scheming in- 
ternationals and a gang of thugs get 
in their few licks. About every other 
reel, the film reverts back to the 
stage song-and-dance theme. Idea of 
shanghaing an elderly man and his 
fetching daughter, and the hero, too, 
is not overlooked. As if this was not 
enough, a secondary story thread 
incorporating the amnesia gag and 
double identity cuts across other pro- 
ceedings. 
Finale has the much-abused musi- 
cal comedy baliadist (who’s mistaken 
for a4 marin: aviator) leading a com- 
pany of sailors on the kidnaping- 
gangster stronghold. Eventually, the 
kicked-around warbler is signed up 
for the airwaves by the rich airplane 
manufacturer (he runs a chain of 
radio stations as a sideline). That 
probably was the original idea. any- 
a Entire action is laid in Shang- 
ai. 

Phil Regan sings the three songs 
of the vehicle. His acting, despite 
the absurd things he has to do, 
measures up favorably with his sing- 
ing—and the lad can warble. He is 
the musical comedy balladist who 

pmes involved in the dire hap- 
penings. None of the numbers is 
effectively projected. ‘Right or 
Wrong, ‘Happy-Go-Lucky’ and 
‘Treat For the Eyes’ are all catchy. 

Evelyn Venable is a looker as ever; 
this in the*face of a trite romance 
and only occasional thespian oppor- 
tunities. Jed Prouty, as the plane 
manufacturer-radio station operator 
and her father, wrestles ardently 
with stupid lines and more ridiculous 
situations. William Newell provides 
added comedy moments as the stage 
manager. Jonathan Hale, Stanley 
Andrews and Claude King head the 
routine supporting cast. 

Nat Levine has spent coin on this 
production even going to the trouble 
of using Chinese girls in e:semble 
stage numbers. Spotting of Oriental 
beauties doesn’t mean a thing be- 
cause film makers failed to realize 
on possibilities. Same is true of so- 
called spectacular numbers. Dialog 
is sufficient for melodramatic story. 

There is a wild airplane sequence 
near the climax that is reminiscent 
of the slapstick comedy school. How- 
ever, it is the most interesting. funny 





episode of the feature. Wear. 
SINNER TAKE ALL 
Metro release of Lucten Hubbard and 


Samuel Marx produciion. 
Cabot, Maigaret Lindeay, 
Direeted by Errol Taggart. 
Whitman Chambers 
Lee, Walter Wise: 


Featores Peruee 
Joseph Calleia. 
From novel by 

Sereen play, Leonard 
musical score, Edward 





Ward; song. Walter Donaldson, (het For 
rest, Bob White: camera, Leonard Smith; 
editor, William S. Gra At Rialto. N. Y 
week Feb. 3, '37. Running time, 74 mire 
| Ernie Jeu ...- Brace (Calwr 
COD i 5 60 cds taeees ._Marearet Lin 
L POM bss vcansenstnvesschedan Joseph ¢ 
DENT IO . 0 6040800080009 Manley Ridges 
DEE se 86 cnesddereensseba Vivienne Oshorr 
BMIGD. < ccccccseccerevide Charley Grapewin 
OPES... cageovoecsesisivian Edward Pauley 
Ns 506066 r ee bgets eeennben George Lynn 
David. err Tere oe Theodore Von Eltz 
Shiriey TrTrrrTir? -Eadie Adams 
PASSO 66 cccccses seseeeds George Zuces 
Reporter Vorethy Kilgalien 
Mounfed with unusual care, in- 





telligently directed from a well pre- 
pared script and smoothly acted, this 
is still the No. 1 whodunit plot—the 
one in which a whole family is to be 
bumped off, with the usual misdirec- 
tion of suspicion that is maintained 


with fair success right down to the | 


last scene. It differs from the usual, 
however, im that there is no clumsy 
detective hulling his wav threugh 


is the film | 








The sole police officer is intelligent 
and keeps fairly abreast of the story. 
That is the only novelty. 

The real solver is once more the 


newspaperman, this time recently 
changed to a lawyer’s office. It was 
done from ‘Murder for a Wanton,’ 


published a couple of years ago. It 
is too definitely the type to be saved 


by the efforts of the script writers | 


who have, however, developed a 
fluent continuity which the director 
moves steadily to the destined end. 
The sole tipoff is the selection of a 
person to play the suspect who is 
too obviously typed, though he is 
proven to be innocent. He’s the 
lawyer, who would profit from the 
administration of the estate of the 
presently-to-be extinct Lampier 
family. He looks guilty, but isn’t, 
the real culprit, as usual, being the 
man least open to suspicion. 








The bulk of the playing is carried | 


by Bruce Cabot, who takes his as- 
signment places. Not the usual fresh 


reporter, but a confident sort of chap | 


who knows his way about. Best 
stage reporter in some time. Mar- 
garet Lindsay gets plenty chances as 
the girl. and takes them all, with 
excellent work contributed by the 
supporting players: Stanley Ridges 
getting the big scene at the finish 
for a finely effective bit of restrained 
acting. Joseph Calleia runs true to 
form as a gangster and Edward 
Pauley does nice work as the head 
of the homicide squad. Vivienne 
Osborne is the wanton referred to in 
the title of the book. but a subordi- 
nate character in the film. and Dor- 
othy Kilgallen gets two brief bits for 
whatever sales value her globe- 
sirdling trip (for Hearst) still pos- 
sesses. 

All of the productional effort is 
rather wasted on the trite story, but 
it does result in a picture above the 
usual whodunit average and able 
to make its wav alone in the less ex- 
acting spots. For that matter. the 
screen writers almost sueceed in 
making the story believable, which 
is doing something. One sone. Un- 
important. Chic. 


Raub Der Sabinerinnen 
(‘Kidnaped Ladies’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 

Europa release of Karl Froetich produc. 
tion. Features Max Guelstorff, Bernhard 
Wildenhain. Directed by R. A. Staemmle. 
At Casino, N. Y., on double bill, week Jan. 
15. "37. Running time, * mins. 

€ast: Max Guelstorff, Maria Koppenhoef- 
fer, Use Petri, Hilde Seseak, Hana Brause- 
wetter. Lucte Heefflich, Erika von Schap- 
per, Walter Wilklenhbain, Trude Hester- 
here, Walter Bienenstein. Ulla Goglitz. 
Waldemar Muetler, Renate Hove, Jupp 
Hussels, Grete Weuser, Paul Westermeier. 

(In German) 

Surefire for Yorkville—i.e., Ger- 
man-American audiences, middie- 
aged and beyond. Romantie slants 
are well in the background, and the 
whole business devolves on character 
comedy rendered in bangup_ fashion 
by Max Guelstorff and Bernard 
Wildenhain. . 7 

Yarn is taken from a legit piece 
by the Schoenthan brothers and 
looks it. But it’s no drawback as 
strung together here. Transitions 
aré smooth and do not employ the 
old standby trick-—-songs—to hitch 
up the works. 

Max Guelstorff is a professor 
whose classical tragedy. ‘Kidnaping 
of the Sabine Women,’ a_ shyster 
theatrical producer (Bernhard Wil- 
denhain) turns into a farce comedy 
with a tap-dance finale for smacko 
b.o. results. Good touch is the way 
the two get together, the professor 
being the head of the board of cen- 
sors which has just nixed the pro- 
ducer’s ‘Air of Paris,’ semi-burlev. 
Yarn is dated for around 1900, al- 
lowing for eccentric costuming. 

Supporting cast is well bolstered 
with familiar names, turning in okay 
chores. Direction ditto. Edga. 


GUN RANGER 


Republic release of A. W. Hackel pro- 
duction, Features Bol Steele, EKleanor 
Steward. Directed by Robert N. Bradbury: 
stery. Haémer Gorden: adaptation, Georgce 
Plympton: camera, Bert Longenecker: edi 








tor, Roy Claire. Running time: 56 mina. 
BPN EMOBOM. cocb spescvcceccsves Bot Steele 
BGM... coctcccescevscreese Eleanor Steward 
KCIMPOP  covccocescccsecceses Jota Merton 
WU OEE 6 0 6.06660000866000660 0066 Ernie Adams 
| rrr rrrrrry Tri rrrr Tr Trrer Karl Dewire 
CAPT. . ccccccccesccscsccccosesese Bud Buster 
PUARO. cc ccessecsostocceeser ...Frank Fall 
COOK. .cccccoce PYeTT TTT Try Horace Murphy 


Republic’s Bob Steele westerns are 
among the favorite fare of the brone 
fans, and this is another one where- 
in the little man has a busy day. He 
starts a ranger and throws away the 
star when he finds his pinches are 
turned loose by a lax court, setting 
about in the remainder of the pic 
to bring the panhandle hoods to 
justice by his own gun. Involves 
saving the girl friend’s ranch in one 
of those crucial last minute gallops. 

There’s no place in the film that 
Republic saw fit to include a song, 
which its commendable. For some 
time, every Steele pic had him doing 
more biz with guitar than gun, 
which never set very well with his 
old customers to whom a bloody 
schnoz was far better entertainment 
than a lyric. 

The three or four fleeting frames 


using Eleanor Steward indicate her | 
a bit better than the flimsy femme | 


usage in these opuses. John Merton 


| opens with 





——a 


Ein Walzer um den 


Stefansturm 


(‘Waltz Around the Stefanstower’) 
(AUSTRIAN MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 


B. Zwicker release, Features Wolf Ale 
bach-Retty, Olga Tschechowa, Paul Heidee 
mann, Directed by I. A. Huebler-Kahla, 
At Garden, N. Y.. week Feb. 5, "37, Rune 


ning time, Sl mins. 

Sylvia von Polonska...... Olga Tschechowa 
a Pre rere ...Gusti Huber 
OP... FEOTteRORS. ovcscsese Wolf Albach-Retty 
oo casent pase, LERUMORLE CLP TUTE TTT TCE Leo Slezak 
Poldi von Pokwitz......... Paul Heidemann 
OO as 845 6cckssckaeus 4aas $4 Hans Richter 





(In German; English Titles) 


Element of charm exhibited in the 
acting hauls this otherwise spotty 
offering onto a fair level. Yarn itself 
opens numerous. possibilities for 
adroit situations, but the foundation 
on which the framework rests is 
leaky in places. Thus the film 
a violent thunderstorm 
sans a single drop of rain. Other 
discrepancies of similar nature—and 
not always deriving merely from the 
prop department—appear all the way 
through. B.o. draught looks fair, but 
rather secondary. 


Story has a merry widow countess 
in love with a taxi driver while the 
driver is carrying on a flirtation 
with the woman’s adopted daughter. 
Not bad for hanging on various side- 
lights and musical decorations, which 
is attempted to some extent. Leo 
Slezak, as the driver’s man Friday, 
with operatic and clowning inclina- 
tions, puts up a nifty, and legitimate 
series of laughs, plus a good deal of 
comic singing. Paul Heidemann, 
serving as secretary to the countess, 
contributes chuckles of somewhat 
similar calibre. There’s no rough- 
house in this department. It’s all 
done pretty gracefully. 


Wolf Albach-Retty, the cab driver 
with a university education, is the 
real standout from an American 
point of view. Lad has looks, han- 
dies himself with confidence, and 
ean sell a tune. Gusti Huber, the 
femme vis-a-vis, isn’t a bad partner. 
Her tap dancing is sheer fake, but 
the acting itself has a fluffy quality 
that catches on. Olga Tschechowa, 
the countess, is okay. 


Couple of songs are introduced, 
one being repeated often enough to 
be worth a minor production flash 
for the finish of the film. Ditty is 


catchy, but lacks starch. Like many’ 


an-Austrian film tunes, the 
basic melody is built on a series of 
notes that tinkle as charmingly as a 
music box, but are also just about 
that naively childish. Somehow the 
song scribblers over there never 
seem to write anything but the 
ehorus. The forepart is always 
omitted, with the result that the tune 
doesn’t contain a good buildup with- 
in itself. Undoubtedly due to some 
extent to the European tradition of 
believing that the lyrics are un- 
important to the song. Photography 
is pretty blah, while the direction is 
as good—perhaps better—as the yarn 
will allow. Edga. 


LARCENY ON THE AIR 


Republic release of Nat Levine, Sol CC, 
Siegai production. Features Robert Liv- 
meston, Grace Bradley, Willard Robertson, 
Smiley Burnette. Directed by Irving Pi- 
chel. Screen play, Endre Bohem and Rich- 
ard English: camera, Jack Marta; editor, 
Islward Mann; sound, Harry Jones; music, 
Harry Grey. Running time, 67 mina 
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One of the better Republic efforts 
lately is ‘Larcency on the Air’ which, 
although low on marquee strength, 
will carry its end with no trouble 
in the dual bill setups. Photography 
is good and Irving Pichel guided the 
story convincingly through a series 
of situations which might easily have 
gone foul. 


Robert Livingston, not bad as a 
crusading doctor who starts out to 
expose venders of fraudulent cures 
and medical quackery, romances 
with Grace Bradley, daughter of 
Granville Bates, a silk-tongued hood- 
lum. Miss Bradley, who has a lot 
of s.a., contributes liberally to the 
yarn both in looks and dress, as 
well as performance. 


Story progresses from Livingston's 
air broadcasts exposing patent medi- 
cines to the point where he finds out 
Bates and his daughter are using 
them as a shakedown lever. Seeing 
himself stumped to progress further 
along that line, he presumably casts 
his lot with the syndicate’ and tracks 
= ‘hres mess to a cell-cramming 
inish. 


Several months ago Republic made 


| a pic called ‘Sittin’ on the Moon’ and 


evidently liked the tune in it by the 
same name. After using it for ex- 
tensive play in that first print. it's 
now sandwiched in for a specialty 
in ‘Larceny,’ not a very good idea 
granting an audience is apt to have 
a memory. Also, that fadeout bit 
with Bates promising to be 9 good 
boy is bad. Had he lified some- 


carries the heavy, although Ernie | 9°dy’s watch on the way out, every- 
Adams is used as a fall guy up until | P0dy would have felt better. 


the last minute. Formula being very | 


Richard English is credited with 


familiar, and with Steele doing what | having authored the origina! script, 
his patronage likes to see, ‘Ranger’ | besides his collab on the screen play. 
will do all right in the uswal places. | Film’s pace is fast and for the most 


Barn. 


part shows careful editing. Barn. 
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Advance Production Chart 
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‘ : Hollywood, Feb. 9. 
\ 1. Placing nine new features before the cameras last week keeps the Coast 
i : production barometer at the same healthy level of 48 pictures in actual 
; production since the first of the year. Only six pictures were taken from 


the cutting rooms last week anc previewed, leaving a balance of 83 in that 
division. Every indication points to continued activity on the same level. 

There are 71 features in various stages of preparation, with 40 of these 
slated to get the starting gun within the month, 
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Columbia 





: Two in work, 11 editing, five preparing. In work: 
4 ‘A NEW TRAIL AHEAD,’ reported Variety, Jan. 27. Started last week: 
‘THE DEVIL IS DRIVING,’ produced by Edward Chodorov, directed by 
Harry Lachman, screen play by Jo Milward and Richard Blake. Cast: 
Richard Dix, Joan Perry, Frank Wilson, Henry Kolker, Walter Kingsford, 
Ann Rutherford, Laura Treadwell, Ian Wolfe, Paul Harvey, Nana Bryant, 
John Wray, Dara Early, Ann Howard, Arthur Loft, C. Montague Shaw, 
Harry Davenport, Frank Reicher, Raymond Lawrence, 








Story based on drunk driving wherein Richard Dix as criminal attorney 
springs wealthy youth from serious charge. Later Dix is elected d. a. and 
has to prosecute many of his old clients. Rather than go through with 
this he resigns. Later, through the influence of his fiancee, he is regener- 
j \ ated by giving up his old friends and becomes a leader and crusader in the | 
movement for safety on the highways. 

Readied to start: ‘VENUS MAKES TROUBLE,’ ‘HONEYMOON PILOT,’ | 
t ‘LEAGUE OF FRIGHTENED MEN,’ and ‘RIGHT GUY.’ 


Metro 


Six in work, 7 editing, 10 preparing. In work: 
i ‘A DAY AT THE RACES,’ reported Variety, Sept. 16; ‘CAPTAINS COU- 
“hk RAGEOUS,’ reported Oct. 7; ‘PARNELL,’ reported Nov. 18; ‘LAST OF MRS. 
i CHEYNEY,’ reported Dec. 2. Started last week: 


‘SONGS OF THE CITY,’ produced by Michael Fessier, directed by Errol 
Taggart, original story and screen play by Fessier. Cast: Margaret Lind- 
' say, Jeffrey Dean, Nat Pendleton, Marla Sheldon, Edward North, J. Car- 
; | roll Naish, Charles Judels, Inez Pelange. 


Story, localed in San Francisco, depicts young playboy who goes through 
his fortune as well as that of his wealthy girl friend. Crossing the bay he 
accidentally falls overboard but is picked up by Italian fishermen. Skipper 
of the boat takes him to his home along the waterfront where a daughter 
nurses him back to health. Playboy falls in love with her. In meantime 
= the rich girl has put detectives on his trail. She learns he is reluctant to 
return and issues a warrant for his arrest on charges of embezzling $50,000 
of her money. While he is in jail, the rich girl promises to drop the 
charges if he will return to her. With this inducement he consents and 
the couple boards yacht for long voyage. The Italian girl, learning of 
! what has happened, is disillusioned and gets enough money to sail for 
m) Italy. En route her boat catches on fire, the rich girl’s yacht coming to 
the rescue. Playboy and Italian girl become reconciled. 


4 = ‘SKIDDING,’ produced by general office, directed by George Seitz. orig- 
mip f inal by Aurania Rouveral, screen play by Kay van Riper and Hugo Butler. 
i: Cast: Lionel Barrymore, Spring Byington, Cecelia Parker, Julie Hayden, 
5 ? Mickey Rooney, Sarah Haden and Eric Linden. 

Story centers around Lionel Barrymore, Idaho judge, up for re-election. 
His two daughters come back to town and spring into the headlines over 
difficulties with their husbands. The judge’s devotion to the girls and his 
battle for re-election dramatically leads to satisfactory climax. 

Readied to start: ‘MADAME WALEWSKA,’ ‘BROADWAY MELODY OF 


1937, ‘THE OLD SOAK,’ ‘SARATOGA,’ ‘THEY GAVE HIM A GUN,’ ‘THE 
FOUNTRY,’ ‘NIGHT MUST FALL,’ and ‘FIREFLY.’ 

















Paramount 


Eight in work, 7 editing, 8 preparing. In work: 

‘SOULS AT SEA,’ reported Variety, Nov. 18; ‘HER HUSBAND LIES,’ 
reported as ‘THE LOVE TRAP,’ ‘INTERNES CAN’T TAKE MONEY,’ and 
‘WAIKIKI WEDDING,’ reported Dec, 30; ‘HIGH, WIDE-AND HANDSOME,’ 
reported Jan. 13; ‘THE YEARS ARE SO LONG,’ reported Jan. 20; ‘THE 
GIRL FROM SCOTLAND YARD’ and ‘I MET HIM IN PARIS,’ reported 
Feb. 3. No new pictures started last week. 

Readied to start: ‘TURN OFF THE MOON,’ ‘KID FROM PARADISE,’ 
‘MOUNTAIN MUSIC,’ ‘EXCLUSIVE,’ and ‘YOU AND ME.’ 


RKO-Radio 


Six in work, il editing, 10 preparing. In work: 
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‘THE TOAST OF NEW YORK,’ reported as ‘ROBBER BARONS,’ ‘THE 
WOMAN I LOVE,’ reported as ‘ESCADRILLE’ in Vaniety, Dec. 23; ‘STEP- 
PING TOES,’ reported Jan. 6; ‘WINGS OF MERCY,’ reported Jan. 20; 
‘OUTCASTS OF POKER FLAT,’ reported Feb. 3. Started last week: 

‘SATISFACTION GUARANTEED,” produced by William Sistrom, di- 
rected by Ben Holmes, original by Richard English, screen play by Ethel 
i} Borden. Cast: Anne Shirley, Barbara Pepper, Tom Morley, Dudley Clem- 
ens, Grady Sutton, Alex Craig. 


Story depicts young chap, Tom Morley, whose sole ambition is to be- 
come newspaper reporter. Failing to get nod from the papers around 
town, he sets out to get himself acquainted with leading publisher by 
getting job in his household as trainer of dogs. This leads into apprentice 
spot on the paper where he asserts himself by taking the blame for re- 

rting story that threatens to put paper on the spot. From there on the 

d is No. 1 boy and situations that follow clear him of being a stooge, and 
he winds up by marrying the publisher’s daughter and eventually taking 
charge of the paper. Piece is played for comedy throughout. 
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if Readied to start: ‘EASY GOING,’ ‘GOING, GOING, GONE,’ ‘NEW FACES 

m OF 1937,” ‘WOMEN ARE POISON,’ ‘MRS. AMERICA,’ GUNGA DIN,’ 

j * ‘TAKE IT EASY,’ ‘YOU CAN’T BEAT LOVE,’ ‘BORROWED TIME,’ and 
| ae ‘RADIO CITY REVELS.’ 


Republic 


Four in work, 6 editing, 5 preparing. In work: 
‘STEEL’ and ‘MAN FROM TEXAS,’ reported Variety, Feb. 3. Started 
last week: 


‘JIM HANVEY,’ produced by Al Levoy, directed by Phil Rosen, original 
by Octavus Roy Cohen, screen play by Joseph Krumgold, Olive Cooper, 
Courtland Fitzsimmons and Eric Taylor. Cast: Guy Kibbee, Tom Brown, 
Lucie Kay, Edward Brophy, Ed Gargan, Catharine Doubet, Vercy Oda- 
voren, Bruce Mitchell, Oscar Apfel, Wade Boteler, Dwight Frye, Helen 
Eddy, Robert Homans, Kenneth Thomson, Willard Kent, Frank Darion. 

Story centers around Guy Kibbee, international detective, who decides 
to retire and become gentleman farmer. While settled in this serene 
frame he is approached by representatives of insurance company seeking 
his services to locate mysterious robber of valuable jewel. Quite reluctant 
to going back to work, he refuses to accept offer until he returns home 
that evening only to find his daughter prevailing upon him to work with 
her in solving the crime. There is no peace until he gives in, only to help 
young newspaperman, assigned to the job, to make good and qualify him- 
self for the hand of daughter. Kibbee in his nonchalant manner locates 
ay the jewels but sits by to see what the chap can accomplish. After many 
, exciting situations, Kibbee aids boy to put his finger on the band of jewel 








robbers. 

a! j ‘GET ALONG, LITTLE DOGIES,’ producedby Armand Schaefer, di- 

; rected by Joe Kane, original and screen play by Stuart and Dorrel 
, +e McGowan. Cast: Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, Judith Allen, Frankie 
} i Marvin, L. M. Peterson, Fritz Meisner, Al Rice, Art James, Ken Cooper, 
i is Jean Criswell, Jack Kirk, Al Taylor. 
ae. 3 Stery focused on Gene Autry, owner of big cattle range, and girl owner 
; eae of a radio station, who is promoting development of oil on Autry’s land. 
ti 
; os ae 
a bid 
\ rake 
i, % 


Autry believes drilling of wells will harm raising of cattle. The girl 
shows him that in the development of oil a railroad can be built which 
would enhance his interests. Autry agrees, but in the meantime the heavy 
steps in and tries to prevent the leasing of the ground for the girl’s promo- 
tions. Action situations, with the girl and Autry winning in the end, 


Readied to start: ‘SPECIAL ORDERS,’ ‘LEGION OF THE LOST,’ and 


‘EVER SINCE ADAM.’ 
20th-Fox 


Eight in work, 8 editing, 8 preparing. In work: 

‘SLAVE SHIP,’ reported Variety, Dec. 30; ‘50 ROADS TO TOWN,’ re- 
ported Jan. 13; ‘WAKE UP AND LIVE,’ ‘THAT I MAY LIVE,’ ‘CAFE 
METROPOLE,’ ‘CHARLIE CHAN AT THE OLYMPICS,’ and ‘WEE WIL- 
LIE WINKIE,’ reported Jan. 27; ‘MIDNIGHT TAXI,’ reported Feb. 3. None 
started last week. 

Readied to start: ‘MARRIED LADY NEEDS A HUSBAND,’ ‘PRIVATE 
ENEMY,’ ‘SARATOGA CHIPS,’ ‘THINK FAST, MR. MOTO,’ ‘UNTITLED 
JONES FAMILY,’ and an ‘UNTITLED JANE WITHERS.’ 


United Artists 

None in work, 2 editing, 9 preparing. 

Readied to start: In the Walter Wanger unit, ‘VOGUES OF 1938,’ 
‘CASTLES IN SPAIN,’ and ‘SUMMER LIGHTNING.’ In the Samuel Gold- 
wyn unit are: ‘THE WOMAN’S TOUCH,’ ‘HURRICANE,’ and ‘STELLA 
DALLAS.’ In the Selznick-International unit are: ‘PRISONER OF 


ZENDA,’ ‘LET ME LIVE,’ ‘THE WORLD’S OUR OYSTER,’ and ‘ADVEN- 
TURES OF TOM SAWYER.’ 








Universal 





Eight in work, 8 editing, 8 preparing. In work: 

‘WHEN LOVE IS YOUNG,’ reported as ‘CLASS PROPHECY,’ Varrety, 
Dec. 23; ‘WE HAVE OUR MOMENTS,’ reported as ‘WE’VE HAD OUR 
MOMENTS,’ Nov. 30; ‘THE STONES CRY OUT,’ reported Jan. 20; ‘NIGHT 
KEY,’ reported Jan. 27, and ‘CALIFORNIA STRAIGHT AHEAD,’ reported 
as ‘SHORT HAUL,’ Jan. 27. Started last week: 


‘SMOKE TREE RANGE,’ produced by Buck Jones, directed by Les 
Selander, original by Henry Gooden, screen play by Frances Guihan. Cast: 
Buck Jones, Muriel Evans, John Elliott, Donald Kirke, Ted Adams, Dickie 
Jones, Ben Hall, Earl Hodgins, Mable Colkord, Bob Kortman, Eddie Cobb. 


Story centers around young girl who inherits ranch from her uncle but 
when she takes posession certain factions wanting the land for water 
rights try to intimidate her so she will sell out. Buck Jones steps in and 


finds reputable banker is the man who has used others to get possession 
of the lard. 


Readied to start: ‘BE IT EVER SO HUMBLE,’ ‘DELAY IN THE SUN,’ 


‘THE COP,’ ‘GOOD AS MARRIED,’ ‘PRESCRIPTION FOR ROMANCE,’ 
and ‘HIPPODROME.’ 


Warners 





Six in work, 23 editing, 8 preparing. In work: 

‘TALENT SCOUT,’ ‘PUBLIC WEDDING,’ ‘KID GALAHAD’ and ‘THE 
SINGING MARINE,’ reported. Jan. 27. Started last week: 

‘MIRACLE MOUNTAIN,’ produced by Bryan Foy, directed by Noel 
Smith, original by Anthony Coldeway, screen play by John T. Neville. 
Cast: Dick Foran, Helen Valkis, John Merton, Glenn Strange, Mira McKin- 
nie, Henry Otho. 

Stery is western, centered around highwaymen who rob stage coaches 
transporting gold. Band is headed by Nevada gambler who takes Dick 
Foran, special agent for the government, into his confidence. Foran 
joins bandit gang. Gambler attempts to double-cross Foran, who is about 
to be hanged for all the preceding crimes, when the girl in the case, also a 
government agent, comes to his rescue at a melodramatic climax. 

‘FLY AWAY,’ BABY,’ produced by Bryan Foy, directed by Frank Mc- 
Donald, original by Dorothy Kilgallen, screen play by Don Ryan and Ken- 
neth Gamet. Cast: Glenda Farrell, Barton MacLane, Gordon Oliver, Ray- 
mond Hatton, Joe King? Tom Kennedy, Marcia Ralston. 

Story is second in a series of Glenda Farrell and Barton MacLane stories 
concerning activities of Torchy Blane, girl reporter, and tough guy Mac- 
Lane. First was produced by this company under title of ‘Smart Blonde,’ 
which introduced the title character played by Glenda Farrell. In this 
one Torchy takes to the sky in a round-the-world flight in an effort to 
solve an international murder mystery 

Readied to start: ‘THE STORY OF 


‘EMILE ZOLA,’ ‘MAZURKA,’ and 
‘LUCK OF THE IRiSH,’ 











(This table shows number of features promised to be delivered 
to exhibitors by the major distributing organizations, and the inde- 
pendent producers contributing product to their producing organiza- 
tions for the 1936-37 season.) 

Balance 
Pix tobe Stories 
Number Pix now placed in 
Producers and Number now now inthe before prep- 
contributing of pix com- in cutting the ara- 
, companies. promised. pleted. work. rooms. cameras. tion. 
COLUMBIA ..... Oveaven 50 12 2 10 26 4 
Larry Darmour........ 8 2 i 1 5 1 
METRO .......:. eee 48 13 6 6 23 9 
Hal Roach..... see 4 2 é. 1 1 1 
PARAMOUNT .....0:::. 42 22 6 6 14 5 
B. P. Schulberg....... & 1 1 1 5 1 
Emanuel Cohen....... 8 3 1 es 4 1 
Harry Sherman....... 6 1 os wa 5 1 
Frank Lloyd....... aves 1 1 he. Pay she s 
Ee EMME 6 bc cc ceeds 39 5 6 10 18 7 
David Loew....... aeee 2 es +3 1 1 1 
George Hirliman...... 6 2 i “a 4 1 
Peer, 3 1 ae us 2 1 
. , hea ern 56 10 3 6 37 4 
A. W. Maokel..... «22.00: 16 3 1 7 12, 1 
20TH CENTURY-FOX... 63 41 8 & 6 7 
ae Ae 6 2 ee ee 4 1 
UNITED ARTISTS: 
Samuel Goldwyn..... ° 7 2 ‘e 1 4 3 
Walter Wanger........ 7 2 « 1 4 3 
rrr See 5 2 se a 3 3 
RB. BSPSEP. ...cccces cece 1 a oe : 1 es 
Criterion ....... PUTTY. 2 , os oe 2 ‘3 
Korda London..... eve 6 2 a .4 6 fag 
UNIVERSAL ......0+++s V4 6 7 kK 23 8 
Buck Jones........+++ 8 1 1 a 6 3 
WARNERS .....cccceess 60 34 6 23 3over x 
Totals eeereeeeeeaeaee 512 168 48 83 216 7 
3 over 














Studio i. 


Hollywood, Feb. 
Sidney Brady, Norman Phillips 
Jr., Guy D’Enery, Tom Herbert, Lee 
Phelps, Horta Lynd, Jim Marcus 
Paul Graetz, Aileen Carlyle, Frank 
Lackteen; Jay Marchand, unit man. 
ager, ‘Madame Walewska,’ MG. 


Selmer Jackson, Julie Hay 
Walter Soderling, William Wanna 
Barlow Borland, Virgina Sale, Don 
Barclay, Pat West, Albert Hill: Ben 
Lewis, film editor; Les White, cam. 
era, ‘Skidding,’ MG. 

Spencer Charters, Leenard Pen. 
nario, Nat Pendleton, Bouby Watson 
‘Song of the City,’ MG. ' 

Will Stanton, Alan Marshall, ‘Night 
Must Fall,’ MG. 
wn Rutherford, ‘Love and Learn,’ 

Binnie Barnes, ‘Broadway Melody 
of 1937," MG. 

Dalton Trumbo, adapting ‘Ti 
Men in the Snow,’ MG. ss 7 

Bruce Mitchell, Rosslyn Cowen 
George Scholl, Monte Kenny, Wil. 
liam Jenin, ‘Steel,’ Rep. 

Oscar Apfel, Willard Kent, Ken. 
neth Thomson, Wade Boteler, Rob- 
ert E. Homans, Bruce Mitchell, Frank 
Darien, Dwight Frye, Grace Hale 
‘Jim Hanvey, Detective,’ Rep. } 

Edward S. Brophy, Howard Hick- 
man, Charles McMurphy, Grace Hale 
Harry Tyler, Catharine Doucet, Rob- 
ert Emmett Keane, Edward Gargan, 
‘Special Orders,’ Rep. 

William Demarest, Pierre Watkin, 
Sammy White, Pert Kelton, Max Ter- 
hune, Ranny Weeks, Mona 
‘The Hit Parade,’ Rep. 

Ridgeway Callow, script, ‘Legion of 
the Damned,’ Rep. 

Rita Carlyle, Bert Roach, Paul Re- 
nay, Arthur Houseman, Jimmy New- 
ell, Fern Emmett, Sam Wren, Mike 
Romanoff, ‘Sing While You’re Able,’ 
Conn. 

Berton 
WB 





Barrie, 


Churchill, ‘Pul.lic Wedding,’ 
Soledad Jiminez, Harry Harvey, 
‘Kid Galahad,’ WB. 
Kenneth Harlan, 
tain,’ WB. 

Max Hoffman, Jr., Doc Rockwell, 
Rose King, Lois January; Busby 
Berkeley, dances, “The Singing Ma- 
rine,’ WB, 

Harry Davenport, 
Baby,’ WB. 

Ian Wolfe, ‘Prince and the Pauper,’ 
LeRoy-WB. 

Alan Joslyn, ‘In the Deep South,’ 
Leroy-WB. 

Robert McClung, ‘The Toast of New 


York,’ RKO. 
Frank O’Connor, 


‘Miracle Moun- 


‘Fly Away, 


Ed Garden, 
‘Wings of Mercy,’ RKO. 

Frank O’Connor, Jack Rice, Lew 
Kelly, Harriet Hoctor, Helena Grant, 
‘Stepping Toes,’ RKO. 

Jack Carson, Dudley Clements, 
Grady Sutton, Barbara Pepper, ‘Sat- 
isfaction Guaranteed,’ RKO. 

Harry Segall, screenplay, ‘Women 
Are Poison,’ RKO. 

Anthony Veiller, Mortimer Offner, 
collabing on script, ‘Vivacious Lady,’ 
RKO. 

Joseph Santley, ‘Radio 
City Revels,’ RKO. 

, Burt Granet, S. K. Lauren, collab- 
ing script, ‘Mrs. America,’ RKO. 

Fred Maclsaacs, writing orig, RKO. 

Mark Kelly, scripting, ‘Super 
Sleuth,’ RKO. 

George Cooper, Frank Conroy, 
Paul Kruger, Frank McGlynn, Jr., 
Lily Malyon, Jack LaRue, ‘That I 
May Live,’ 20-F. . 

Dewitt Jennings, Regis Toomey, 
Lon Chaney, Jr.. Paul Stanton, James 
Flavin, Huey White, Russell Hicks, 
Joe Bernard, Agnes Ayres, Ed Dear- 
ing, ‘Midnight Taxi,’ 20-F. 

Martin Garralaga, Sam Appel, Fred 
a Noble Johnson, ‘Slave Ship,’ 


Mary Forbes, Ray Dove, ‘Wee Wil- 
lie Winkie.’ 20-F. 

Walter Tinnon, Allan Fox, ‘Wake 
Up and Live,’ 20-F. 

William von Bricken, Morgan Wal- 
lace, Al Kikume, ‘Charlie Chan at 
the Olympics,’ 20-F. 

Frank Sully, Russell Hicks, John 
Hamilton, Mare Lawrence, John Tyr- 
ell, Lester Door, Herbert Heywood, 
Patricia Farr, Ralph Byrd, Arthur 
Loft, Lucille Lund, Walter Soderling, 
Crawford Weaver, Ruth Hilliard, 
Rita Cansino, ‘Honeymoon Pilot,’ Col. 

Frank Wilson, Ann Rutherford, 
Henry Kolker, Walter Kingsford, 
Laura Treadwell, Paul Harvey, Nana 
Bryant, John Wray, Dora Early, Ann 
Howard, Arthur Loft, C. Montague 
Shaw, Harry Davenport, Frank 
Reicher, Raymond Lawrence, Jona- 
ny Hale, ‘The Devil Is Driving, 

ol. 

Walter Connolly, Lionel Stander, 
‘League of Frightened Men,’ Col. 

Dwight Taylor, adaptation, “The 
Awful Truth,’ Col. 

Edith Fellows, ‘Life Begins with 
Love,’ Col. 

Brenda Fowler, ‘Racing Luck,’ Col. 

Mike Simmons, scripting, ‘Lady 1” 
Distress,’ Cl. 

Alexander Cross, Rudolph Ar- 
mendt, ‘I Met Him in Paris,’ Par. 

Charles Riesner, directing, ‘Moun- 
tain Music’ Par. 

George Antheil, scoring, ‘The Years 
Are So Long, Par. ‘ 

George Sorel, ‘Swing High, Swing 
Low,’ Par. 

Lee Phelps, Donald Kirke, Ben 
Hall, Margot Duse, Robert McKen- 
zie, ‘Smoke Tree Range,’ U. 

Robert McKenzie ‘The Stones Cry 
Out,’ U. 

Marv Philips, ‘Wing; Over Hono- 
lulu, U. 


director, 





Preston Sturges, scripting untitled 


yarn, Harold Lloyd. 
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FRANK LLOYD, 


twice winner of the Motion 
Picture Academy Award, direc- 
tor Mutiny On the Bounty”, 
last year's Award Winner. 
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BOYS, IF YOU 
THINK OSCAR IS 
WACKY TAKE 




















MOVE OVER LADS, 
"MAID OF SALEM" WINS 
ME THE ACE SPOT ON 
FRANK'S DESK 
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“A really outstanding aftrac- “The performances, especially 
tion for any theatre” of Claudette Colbert, are ex- 
The Hollywood Reporter cellent” Motion Picture Daily 





gia 





“FRED MacMURRAY'S role is “Portrayed by capable play- 








splendidly colored” ers and studded with star : 
Daily Variety names’ Film Daily 


















“Production background “FRANK LLOYD uses his mobs 
startling in its historical ac- both to motivate and to point 
curacy’ Box-Office the story” Hollywood Reporter 


“FRANK 
LLOYD'S 
direction 





is flawless” / 
The Film Daily /‘ 
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Revived Memories 


Spartanburg, S. C. 

Playing ‘The Black Legion’ against 
heaty nabe competition, much of 
which included musicals and more 
cheerful drama, Manager Bob Tal- 
pert put the film over in great form 
at the Carolina. 

Doormen and ushers donned black The wedding party was timed to 
hoods and robes, reminiscent of the | end about the close of the last night 
dark years when hooded Klansmen |show and the guests were supposed | 
wreaked their vengeance far and/|to come over to the theatre in a 
near in South Carolina, following the | body, buying admission tickets in 
war between the states. At theatre, | the hall where the wedding was held. | 
during evenings, many customers | The expense of the extra show was | 
bought tickets and stood in foyer to | deducted and the remainder of the | 


Wedding Benefit 


Something different was the wed- 
ding benefit staged in a small town 
for a highly popular couple. The 
manager tried to coax them into a 
stage wedding, but they were too 
eee so he changed to the benefit 
idea, 








see femmes shriek as the hooded | receipts were handed the bride for a | 
doorman, standing in the shadows, | nest egg. No immediate profit to the | 
took the pasteboards. Tall Dave/|theatre, but the young couple were | 


Garvin (robust six-footer) held the | 
post at night and made a terrifying | amount of good will that cashed in | 
figure, even for men. | handsomely in the long run. 

Another hooded and black-robed | The idea can be applied to other 
figure was seen during daytime pa-/|angles, such as a benefit for some 
rading about the city, and attracted | deserving invalid and if not worked 
crowds and much attention. even | too often (generally it is a one-time 
from blase northern tourists, Florida- | stunt) can be used to get a lot of 


popular and the action created an | 





bound. Theatre was reminded that | newspaper and word-of-mouth atten- 
appearance of its ‘Black Legionnaire | tion. Ticket sales are made by 
on historic Morgan square was first|friends of the beneficiary and the | 


time a hooded and black-robed figure | house is concerned only with staging 


had been in that vicinity since the | the show. 
real klansmen rode and held night Another benefit angle was worked | 
meetings here more than 50 years/by a theatre when two local chari- | 


ago. _ |ties were out after funds at the same | 

Criterion, with a smaller film, ‘Big |time. For one night the regular ad- | 
House for Girls,’ starring Maureen | mission was upped a dime and each 
O'Sullivan, gave Talbert his only | ticket purchaser was given a card to | 
competition in tricky exploifation.|phe dropped into one of the two 
They rigged up a femme dummy IN 4 | poxes just inside the entrance, one 
shroud, put ‘her’ in a glass case IN/for each of the two organizations. | 
lobby and placarded exhibit as ‘re-| These tickets were paid off at the | 
sults of crime,’ then had a sensation- | fy]] 10-cent raise, and in addition 
ally placarded automobile cruise the | the theatre contributed $25 to the | 
streets to further plug the show. one collecting the largest number 
—_ of tickets. That got the adherents 
Hangers of both charities plugging for attend- 


= |}ance, and the theatre played to two 
One ot ~ forgotten, ont, on packed houses at a cost of only $25. 
mai 90x hanger, whic ‘ > 


worked on an arrar gement with the d 
post office. Originally it was planned | That 16mm, Film 
for a picture dealing with post of- Recently there has come a move 
fice employees, but it can be worked} toward the use of 16mm. amateur 
on other subjects. | film as part of a regular theatre bill. 
It is not unlike the door knob ex-| This is a move suggested by this de- 
cent that it is larger. The card is! partment several years ago, but it 
scored about a quarter of the dis-|seems to have waited utj}, the re 
tance from the top, enabling it to be| cent Pete €..:ith contest to gain any 
bent back sharply. The upper sec-| headway. The Smith offer is for a 
tion is cut out to encircle the lamp| film to b* blown up to 35 mm., but 











| questions raised. 





Back to Normalcy 


| Warner’s press book on ‘Green 
| Lights’ goes back to the old conve- 
nient standard size and brags but one 
|color, a green trim. Which permits 
a manager to plan his campaign 
| without having to lie down on the 
floor to find room for the book. Also 
he can work without smoked glasses. 

Just as good a press book as the 
24-sheet stands; perhaps better, with 


The London Idea 





London, Jan. 31. 
Pointed exploitation is used 
by a West End furnishing store 
as a gag tie-up with Max 
Schach’s ‘Love From a 
Stranger,’ currently at the Lon- 





don Pavilion. a raft of exploitation suggestions 
Store window shows an ele- (25), some national hook-ups and 


some novelty accessories. All of the 
billing and advertising information is 
grouped on the first inside page, and | 
altogether it is a capital example of | 
what a tidy press book should be. 


Republic’s Press Book 

Republic pictures has issued an at- 
tractive and worthwhile press book 
{on ‘Dick Tracy,’ its 15-chapter serial 
|based on the comic strip. Not too | 
large to be handled, and carrying a 
|lot of promotional novelties and 
trade hook-ups as well as plenty of 
exploitation suggestions, not alto- | 
|gether new, but nicely tied to the 
| picture and offering plenty of variety. 
It gives the exhibitor some real help. 


gantly furnished bedroom with 
a luxurious double bed as cen- 
terpiece. Alongside stands a 
life-size cut-out of Ann Hard- 
ing; at her feet a placard bear- 
ing the title of the picture. 











‘ P Ti 
Campaigning ‘Legion 
Arthur Cohn, of the Queen, Wil- 
mington, Del., made exceptional use 
of his opportunities on ‘The Black 
Legion,’ not a little aided by a state 
convention of the 39 labor organiza- 
tions in conference just ahead of the 
picture’s opening. Unions meet, con- 
current with the biennial 


session of One notable point is that it does 
the legislature. All were invited to not go overboard on adjectives. It 
a special showing of the picture with | cticks to the matter of selling the | 
“0 ¢ > ri , ora] ey : z ‘: . 
the urge that it dealt with matters | picture to the patron instead of 
vital to labor. Delegates saw the 


jlaboring to sell the exhivitor all over | 


screening and passed the word along That’s something different. 


to the locals, making a pretty solid 
attendance from the labor element. 
Similar showings were made to| 
the heads of women’s clubs, service | 
clubs, fraternities and nearly 40} Tying in with the silver anniver- 
heads of large business enterprises, | sary celebration of Hearst’s Georgian, | 
all of whom expressed interest in the | Mgr. Oliver H. Bradbury, of Lucas & | 
| Jenkins’ Georgia theatre, got the 
Cohn also visited school heads and | D¢Ws of the reopening of his theatre | 
gained their co-operation to the ex- | before the public by hooking a couple 
tent of verbal and posted announce- | °f admission tickets to his show =f 
ments. In all instances ‘Legion’ was hundreds of gas-filled silver balloons | 
treated from the angle of its impor- | Teleased by the paper during the cel- | 
tance to the community, plus its en- | @>ration. . 
tertainment value. No previous announcement of the 


* . cal rs reopening had been made. 
One point Cohn picked up which Georgian hired the Georgia for a | 


again. 





Helping Hearst 
Atlanta, Ga. 


has not been reported elsewhere. He | theatre (free) party Thursday (4) | 
got co-operation from the Ford! nisht and showed news shots of | 


agency because that auto concern is | celebrities here for the event and 
AWOEVa EEE. . shots cfu parade eld that Urrenyarn: 

Picture opened to the best Satur- | This was followed by a couple of 
day business the house has had, and | reels of the Adolph Zukor 25th cele- 
was well sustained. bration. 


er 


post to which the box is affixed, not 


only holding it in place, but pre-| 


venting it from being blown away. 
A small section of the card is 
printed up as a private mailing card, 
addressed and stamped, to suggest it 
is placed on top because it is too 
large for the box. 





there is no reason why theatres with 





a seating capacity of around 800 or 
less cannot use the direct 16mm. film 
if a proper projector is used. 
Originally the projectors were in- 
tended largely for home use and 
were limited as to field, but it is now 


BEHIND 


the KEYS 





possible to obtain lenses which will 











Milk bottle hangers are occasion- 
ally used, generally in a tie-in to 
the dairy company, but sashes for 
wrapped bread are less frequent, 
though often more effective. Better 
than the herald or other advertise- 
ment wrapped within the waxed pa- 
per, and not much more difficult to 
handle. It has the advantage to the 
locality theatre of being centralized 
in the district to which the theatre 
appeals. Should be in big type and 
not carry too much lettering. 

And better than a ‘magpie’ is a 
somewhat similar sash to be placed 
around each delivered copy of the 
evening paper or a magazine. It is 
bound to get attention and it goes 
to the family and not to the ser- 
vants, as do most of these hangers. 
That’s something to be remembered 
in sections where servant girls are 


give a sharp picture of a size dis- 
tinctly visible in a small capacity 
theatre, though it may be necessary 
to place the projector in the center 
of the house instead of shooting from 
the projection room. 

These projectors permit the utiliza- 
tion of moving pictures of local 
events where it would not be pos- 
sible to call in a professional news- 
reel free-lance. There may be a 
slight delay in getting the processed 
film back from the laboratory, but in 
most sections it is now possible to 
have the work done in a convenient- 
ly located larger city. Few ama- 
teurs have yet reached the stage 
where they develop and _ reverse 
their film, but the proper equipment 
is obtainable and most larger spots 
can now make 24-hour delivery. 

This opens up the desirable local 











t} nal angle to houses not able to employ 
2S regular camera men, and will fre- 
: quently result in the production of 
Cards Fitted In a short reel that will sell more tickets | 
St. Louis. | than the top features. It’s worth 
With city authorities hammering | looking into, 
away in safety campaign Manager 
Harold ‘Chick’ Evens and Jimmy He Earned It 


Harris, p. a. at Loew’s expected swell 
tieup with move in exploiting ‘You |} 
Live Only Once.’ 300 cards bearing 
warning ‘Cross Crossings Carefully— 
You Live Only Once’ and bearing 
name of Mayor Dickman and theatre 
name and play date were planted in 
swell spots in downtown and con- 
gested residential districts a week 
before pix opened. ‘Drive Safely’ 


Louis Charnisky, of the Capitol, 
Dallas, is announced by Grad Sears 
as the winner of the Warner Bros. 
contest for the best exploitation on 
its ‘Bengal Tiger.’ Texas manager 
copped on the strength of a stunt 
worked last summer, when he 
entered an exhibition wild animal | 
arena at the Exposition, acquiring | 





eae iat ’ oli : not only local advertising, but 
OS ee eee were spotted in breaking the news _ associations. 
Exploiters also "promoted ‘What | Probably the outstanding stunt to 


| have been worked on any contest. 


»? ¥ 
Would You Do In Her Place?’ contest | Top prize was $350. 


in suburban weekly: distributed 50,- : 4 : 
000 heralds via A&P’s large chain of Other i teas = A -4 conker 
retail grocery stores; 300 cards in tie- | which Seer * nd ’ $050: > J OBell , 
up with Time magazine and obtained | a — Ne on $150: 13 Bor. 
window space and co-op ads with coeeen Sites tinend N.D. $100: J 
several downtown dept. stores. T. Floore, Empire, San Antonio, $75. 

Warner owned theatres were hors 
coucours. 





Ministerial Hook 


Philadelphia. | 
_ Twentieth-Fox has made a sweet | 
tie-up with a local minister who finds | 





Plugging a Short 
Seattle. 


Charlotte, N. C. 
Eugene W. Street, manager of the 
Carolina, Imperial and State thea- 
tres here for North Carolina Thea- 
tres, Inc., transferred to Knoxville 
to assume direction of the corpora- 


Lincoln. 
Walter Shuttee, late city manager 
with the J. H. Cooper Enterprises of 
Pueblo, Colo., is out on a private 
assignment in connection with 16mm. 
film, it’s understood. 


tion’s six theatres there. New man- William Youngclaus, manager of 
ager here is Emil Bernstecker, who|the Empress and Island, Grand 
has had charge of the Carolina the- | Island, is planning vaude for two 


atre in Greensboro. 

Other changes in the North Caro- 
lina Theatres, Inc., link include 
transfer of Frank H. Burns, manager 
of Naiional, to the direction of the 
Carolina in Greensboro; Grayson 
Poats from the Granada theatre in 
Bluefield, W. Va., to the National to 
succeed Assistant Manager Spencer 
Wester, who becomes manager of the 
Carolina theatre in Wilson. 


days of the week at the latter house. 

Bernard C. Hook, Hastings, Neb., 
has established a celluloid circle. He 
has six towns for one-night stands 
and makes them with a portable pro- 
jection machine. 





Spartanburg, S. C. 
Completion of the Dock theatre 
project in Charleston is scheduled 
within two months. The theatre was 
opened Feb. 12, 1776, and is credited 








St. Louis. b Fahiadl - : 

. - y historians with being the oldest 

Russell Bros. Circus, Rolla, Mo.,| in the United States. Restoration has 

has been incorporated to engage in| }poen under way for more than a 
general circus and _ entertainment 


business with $150,000 authorized | State drew a huge crowd and nar- 
capital. Incorporated are C. W..| rowly missed a fire when a stream 
Pauline L. and James Webb, Jr., all | of gasoline flowing along the curb- 
of Rolla. : ‘ing outside was ignited by a cigaret. 

Certificate of incorporation has | piremen extinguished with 


Animations 


Animating posters is an old stunt, 
but falling into disuse in many spots 
because the sign room is not kept up 
on its toes. It’s too much trouble to 
take a poster apart and put in a 
moving arm or other member, yet 


| well done, the animation will draw 
; Many times the attention of a still 
| display and usually sell in propor- 


tion. 

Even a figure that raises its hat or 
makes a bow will get notice, but the 
more clever the stunt, the greater 
the attention. One good animation 
was achieved with poster in which 


one character slugged another. A 
practical arm was rigged up and 
given motive power and this. of 


itself, would have helped plenty, but 
the artist went a bit further. The 
area of the poster in the vicinity of 


the impact of the blow was made 
| translucent through waxing, then 


| blacked out save for zig-zag flashes 


similar to those used in comic strips 
to indicate a punch. The same 
power which moved the arm made 
contact with an electric bulb back 


| of the poster for a fraction of a sec- 


ond, with the result that a vivid 
flash accompanied the blow. Just 
an idea, but it sold a heap of extra 
tickets. 

The same rig was used on another 
poster in which a red light back of 
the poster caused a girl to blush vio- 
lently when the animated man 
kissed her. Here the lamp was held 
on a little longer, but the idea was 
the same. It can be used well 


as 


| for pistol flashes and similar effects. 


Selling along the lines of least 
resistance may be a _ labor-saving 
idea, but it does not bring in all 


possible coin, and it is worth going 
to a little extra trouble to enhance 
the appeal. 

Cohen’s Mission 

Ben M. Cohen, of Poli’s College, 
New Haven, was recently detached 
from his job to do a little evangelical 
work for ‘Romeo and Juliet’ through 
New England for Metro. He con- 
tacted college professors and high 
Z.nool heads, making a talk on-che>- 
picture, and, in passing, was urged 
to get out a volume on Radio Appre- 
ciation similar to the Hays office 
work on picture appreciation. He 
| was rather surprised to find how 
| keenly interested educationalists are 
|in the cultural value of the pictures 
|!and radio and he was able to turn 
that interest into ticket sales. 

He was almost as much surprised 
to learn that plenty of college in- 
structors, particularly those teaching 
English read Variety because of its 
individuality of style. 





Treating the Kids 


Greenville, S. C. 


Rivoli, here, last week celebrated 
its twelfth year in biz on same spot 
with much fanfare and no end of 
newspaper space grabbing. Manager 
Edward Petite grabbed off two whole 
pages in morning and afternoon 
sheets, when 15 local merchants 
banded together in ‘congrats’ to pic 
house. 


House is mainly a ‘whodunit’ and 
‘horse opera’ parlor, so Petite played 
for the week to the steady money 
clientele by featuring two giddyap 
pix. Swell publicity drummed up by 
Petite on Autry ‘Ride, Ranger, Ride,’ 
pic, which was especially billed, since 
Tenness¢e Ramblers, former WFBC 
(local) radio act, appeared in pic. 
This fact played up to hilt in local 
papers, 

Best stunt for Anniversary week, 
however, was Petite’s idea to bring 





“or blaze, 
been granted Television Institute of | .onsiderable excitement. 


America, Inc., Kansas City, Mo., to | Stanley theatre at Albemarle dam- 
conduct school for teaching yore |aged several thousand dollars night | 
of television. It will have 2,500 shares | o¢ February 6 by fire. Origin unde- 


of non-par stock, starting with $2,700 | termined. House was empty at time, 


to town 75 real mountain kids who 
had never seen a pic. 





Two Novelties 





paid in. Incorporators are G. L.' a; fire occurred after midnight. 
Taylor, Arthur B. Church, Wilfred | youse will be dark 60 to 90 days 


Wimmell, J. B. Woodbury and J. | Seas etedad Loss partly insured. | 
Leslie Fox, ail of Kansas City. | Curing repairs. = perme 
Madison, Madison, Ill., reopened 


Colorado Springs, Colo. 

| Motion picture operators went back 
to work in all houses when they ac- | 
cepted the terms offered when they | 
walked out eight weeks ago. Terms | 
call for two men with 38% hours! 
each per week, or if the union pre- 
fers three men can split the time} 
and money—$84 per week per booth. | 


last week by H. Steinberg. 





Atlanta, Ga. 

Tom Read, mgr. Lucas & Jenkins’ | 
Paramount theatre, sneaked out and | 
got himself married to Ruth Thomas 
in Griffin, Ga., Thursday (4). They’re 
honeymooning in Miami. Bride is 
originally from Greensboro, N. C. 

George Wilby, operator of Cameo, | : 
local downtown indie, has acquired | Greenville. S. C. 
Kirkwood (nabe) theatre. Small pic house in St. Matthews, | 

Lucas & Jenkins wil! reopen their | S. C., soon to open, giving yokels pix 
Georgia theatre Friday (12) withnew after more than 10 filmless years. 
policy, which cails for second-run | During era of 25c a pound cotton Jan 
and prices set at 10 and 15c. inal and orch had headquarters 
there. 











a subject for a weekly radio sermon 
in its films. Exploitation bit for ‘You Can’t Get 
Rev. David C. Colony, pastor of St.| Away with It’ (U) at Capital (Sterl- | 
Timothy’s Episcopal Church, each! ing) is getting plenty of lookers on | 
week broadcasts a program titled | street. : 
‘Sermons in the Movies.’ He finds a| Man with machine gun ready for 
biblical text in each picture. Ex-| action has three yeggy looking guys 
change wasn’t surprised when he, in front of him, all masked, walking 
spieled on ‘Lloyds,’ but did some | the streets. Each yegg has placard 
amused eyebrow raising when he| with names Dillinger, Mahan and 
found the Bible in ‘On the Avenue.’ Matson kidnapper thereon respec- 
Fox finds the money to buy him | tively. Machine gun loaned by police 





the time and Colony finds time to| department. Although only a short, 
review their pix. It’s all on q. t., but | the extra attention got some extra 
admitted by Fox and station. biz. 





Omaha. 

Omaha office of Republic Pictures; | 
Midwest exchange undergoes a few Lester Pollock, manager of Loew’s 
changes as of Feb. 15. Hymie Novit- | Rochester, is managing road show- 
sky moves over from 20th-Fox to be- | ings of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ in nearby 
come local manager. Novitsky has|towns, including Geneva, Elmira, 
been on the road for Fox past decade | Olean, Medina and Lockport. Asst. 
or so, and of late has held the South | Manager Edmund Howard runs the 
Platte territory. F. E. Judd, who} heatre during his absence. 
came from Des Moines to take over 
the office in a change a few months 


Rochester. 





Seattle. 





Ed Siegal, of the Jerome theatre, 
up in the Bronx, sends in a couple 
of novelties he recently used. Both 
are helpful. 

The first is an adaptation of the 
lifesaver in a coin envelope, in this 
case a tiny horse, of composition, an- 
nounced on the envelope as the gift 
of Frank McHugh, of ‘Three Men on 
a Horse, the picture being adver- 


| tised. Siegal writes he promoted the 
|nags, but does not tell what argu- 


ment he-used; which might have 
been helpful. Charms were attrac- 
tive and carried no advertising, so 
probably plenty of the recipients 
wore them. 

Other is a little more standard, 
though it has not been used lately. 
It’s a ticket to a ‘Movie Excursion’ 
similar to the interline rail tickets 
with each coupon advertising one of 
the dua! bills for the current months. 
Unusual form gets attention, and the 
wording will do the selling. 





Carriers Helped 
Spokane, Wash. 
Manager Russell Brown invited 100 
mail carriers to see ‘Wanted: Jane 
Turner, at the Orpheum. 
Phil Malone, mail carrier who 





ago, remains for the time being, but 
expected to return to the Iowa office | 
s00n, 


Otto Schmitt, back from trip to 
Shanghai, with vaude act, is new 
manager of Beacon (Sterling). 


| 


| 


sings in choral groups, appeared as 
soloist during the weekly songfest 


program, 
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‘ON THE AVENUE’ TAXES RADIO 
MUSIC HALL’S 6,200-SEAT CAPACIT 
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NEW YORK’S FIRST BLIZZARD 


| idoing the biggest single day of any 20th a since ~ Cenaleiade) 


RIES 
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THE KEYSTONE 
OF YOUR FUTURE 


DeBV ROS 


Audiences, trade press ond newspapers 


join in an avalanche of applause! 
TRADE PAPERS: Daily Variety: “A cinch heavy money draw. One of the top- 


notch offerings of the season. Presents a combination for showmen to embrace with 
open arms!” Hollywood Reporter: “Names, song hits, real story, gorgeous production 
to send it marching to box office victories!” Film Curb: “Sure is in the bag. Entertain- 
ment plus and no mistake. Theatre owners ought to cash in in a big way!” Showman’s 
Trade Review: “Cast, title and story combine to make it a B. O. sensation. Terrific 


whirl of hit tunes by Irving Berlin.” Motion Picture Daily: “Should prove a treat for any 
kind of an audience.” 


i { 


4 


N. Y. NEWSPAPERS: World-Telegram: “Tops of its kind. The most lilting songs 
Irving Berlin ever composed.” Post: “Can't miss! Bound to hit your taste. Songs 
highly contagious!" American: “Mad, merry, melodious entertainment. The most in- 
gratiating words and music Irving Berlin ever wrote!” Mirror: “Hit movie! Amusement 
without let-down from opening scene to hilarious closing.” Journal: ‘More pretentious 
than ‘Sing, Baby, Sing’ and ‘Pigskin Parade’. Delightful song numbers smartly worked 
into the action.” News: “Full of fun, lively music! Catchy songs due for immediate 
popularity!” 


MAGAZINES, TOO! Red Book and Modern Screen (combined circulation over 
1,750,000) name it the picture of the month! 


AND IT WOULD DO YOUR HEART GOOD 010 hear the laughter 
and cheers from the crowd of 6,200 (plus standees)! 


DICK POWELL and MADELEINE CARROLL 


in IRVING BERLIN’S “ON. THE AVENUE” with 
ALICE FAYE, RITZ BROTHERS and GEORGE BARBIER, 
- Alan Mowbray, Cora Witherspoon, Stepin Fetchit, Sig Rumann. 
' Directed by Roy Del Ruth. Associate Producer Gene Markey, 
Screen play by Gene Markey and William Conselman. Music 


: and Syne by Irving Berlin. Dances staged by Seymour 3 


Darryl F. Zanuck in charge of Production. 


Gh, yes! I'S HELD FOR A 2nd WEEK‘! 
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BALCONY SCENE 


FROM 


"ROMEO ano JULIET 


Have you heard the wonderful news! Hundreds of “Romeo 
) and Juliet” Road-shows now playing from Coast to Coast! 


Results are so sensational that M-G-M has set 500 Advanced- 
price, Twice Daily dates already! 














And listen to this: 
OUT OF THE FIRST 200 COMPLETED ENGAGEMENTS {| 





80 PER CENT TOP “GREAT ZIEGFELD” RECORDS! 


(Next from The Road-show Company: “THE GOOD EARTH”) 
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tite Set for Skourases to Take 


Over Fox, Detroit, Operation Soon 





+ 


Prankster’s $950 Damages 


Detroit, Feb. 9. 
Damages ot $950 were given Ed- 


(6) as a compromise in his suit for 





Detroit, Feb. 9. 

Following months of wrangling, 
court hearing opened today (Tues- 
day) on revised plan for reorganiza- 
tion of Fox theatre here. Although 
a few dissenting bondholders still re- 
main, new program is expected to 
be approved by Federal Judge 
Ernest A. O’Brien and George A. 
Marston, federal bankruptcy referee. 
Plan, proposed by the Colwood Co.. 
original owners of the theatre, pro- 
vides for the leasing of the theatre 


GN on Educ. Lot 





Hollywood, Feb. 9. 
Grand National Coast produc- 
tion staff is now housed in new 
quarters on the Educational lot. 
First picture to be filmed in 
new studio will be ‘The $1.000 
Bill,’ starting in March. Glenn 
Tryon will direct, under pro- 

duction wing of Zion Myers. 








United Detroit nabe, where plaintiff 


charged he was beaten by M 
Roy Miller. g anager 


atre, he testified, and beaten by Mil- 
ler and two assistants last Oct. 31 
after Seewald had pasted a sticker 
across the theatre sign as 
loween prank. 


' Philly Exhibs OK Teeal 











to Fox Michigan Corp., a new or- 
ganization, for a period of 15 years. 
Stock of this new organization would 
be owned by National Théatres 
Corp., headed by Spyros Skouras. 
Latter already has a five-year fran- 
chise to show 20th’s first-run flickers 
here. 

Skouras Bros. appear to be the suc- 
cessful bidder, although George W. 
Trendle, prez of the United Detroit 
(Par) chain here, and several others 
are reported to be still in the thick 
of the fight. Even though Skouras 
are returned victors, it’s held pos- 
sible house might be turned ove! 
to Trendle to operate. Trendle at 
present is operating as part of his 
circuit the United Artists theatre 
here, which was added to the UA 
circuit (George Skouras) last fall. 

Under the plan up for hearing to- 
day, the National Theatres Corp. 


would have to guarantee th 
the grosS Incuie sa yuu oPre 


ited, or 15% of gross income if only 
flickers are shown. Reorg plan also 
calls for a $500,000 loan from the RFC 
Mortgage Co., preliminary applica- 
tion for which has been tentatively 
oked by RFC’s Detroit office. 

Partial separation of the theatre 
and offices in building also is asked. 
Property owned by the Kern and 
Grey Realty companies would be 
rented from them for one-third of 
the net income of the reorganized 
corporation. In exchange for their 
present bonds, bondholders would 
receive stock in the proposed com- 
pany. For each unit of $1,000 bonds 
and interest thereon they would get 
10 shares of $3 preferred and 10 
shares of common stock. 

Reorg plan, approved by a major- 
ity of bondholders, is hotly opposed 
by minority groups on the grounds 
that it was too favorable to the Col- 
wood company. Intervention by the ‘Golgotha,’ first foreign-made fea- 
bondholders was ordered by the pub- | ture to be dubbed into English for 
lic trust commish which charged that | showing in U. S., started a series of 
actual cost of the theatre, exclusive | two-a-day engagements last (Tues.) 
of carrying charges, was less than} night at Academy of Music, Brook- 
the original $6,400,000 bond issue and | lyn. Picture, which is an A. d’Aguiar 
that William Fox, who was behind| production, originally made entirely 
the Colwood company, set up a ‘kick-| in French, is being distributed in 
back’ system where Fox got thou-| this country by Capt. George Mac- 
sands of dollars from various parties | Leod Baynes, who has gone into in- 


Pitts. Fare Cuts 
Seen as Sure Aid 





Pittsburgh, Feb. 9. 
Recent development in city’s war 
on transportation rates are being 
looked upon everywhere as a gen- 
eral boon to film trade in downtown 
sector. Over weekend bus 


vice was upped to every 10 minutes, 
and in some sections where 7 o'clock 
was the deadline, busses are 
available until after midnight. 

rates. Pittsburg Yor ~yedts'tM&y .bu | 
highest cab rate in country but re- 
duction by Yellow people gives it a 
fare practically tantamount to New 
York’s cheap prices. 

Improved business over weekend 
was attributed in many quarters to 
these transportation factors, with 
both bus and taxi people themselves 
reporting general increases. City is 
now opening guns in crusade to ob- 
tain 5c. street car fare. At present 
it’s 10c. straight or three tokens for 
25c. 

General impression is that the- 
atres won't feel the full effect at 
once but managers are certain that 
it’s a good step in their direction. 


now | 








Baynes’ “Golgotha’ 





concerned in construction of the| dependent distributing biz since 
building. These. kickbacks, it was| leaving Eastern Service Studios. 
charged, were made to A. C. Baynes expects the film to play in 


Blumenthal, described as Fox’s front 
man, who came to Detroit to handle 
prelim arrangements for building 
several years ago. 

Testimony averred that Blumen- 
thal got $52,000 of the $100,000 com- 
mish paid Homer Warren & Co., 
agents in purchase of site; as well as 
an $18,000 kickback from fees paid 
C. Howard Crane, architect. The! 
contractor was said to have been| 
Fox's brother-in-law. 

The Fox bondholders’ protective 
committee was described by the com- 
mish as not licensed by the state of 
Michigan; that some of its members 
were connected with the original 
financing; that cost of the project 
was appraised by interested parties. 
and that Halsey, Stuart Co., under- 
writers of the bond issue, are now 
in control of that issue. Halsey. | 


30 different spots by Easter, most 
engagements being in non-film or 
typical roadshow houses on two-a- 
day basis and with $1.50 top. Re- 
ports that the feature was being de- 
liberately kept out of Manhattan 
were denied by Baynes who expects 
it will show in N. Y. City early in 
March. 





Skourases Score Point in 
$100,000 City (N.Y.) Suit 


Skouras Theatres Corp. on Thurs- 
| day (4) gained the right to examine 
before trial several individuals in 
connection with its suit for $100,000 
damages against City Theatres Co., 
Utilities Power & Light -Securities 
Corp., Walter Reade, Harley L. 
Clarke and Joseph T. P. Sullivan. 











the attorneys to represent the com- | to question all individuals concerned 


mittee. ! besides Donald B. Riker and Clara 
Other testimony showed that of| p Harmsson, City Theatres stock- 
the $6,400,000 received by Halsey, | holders. 
Stuart through sale of the bonds, | Skouras complains that in 1931 it 
more than $1,000.000 was spent in| obtained 75% of City Theatres stock 
‘carrying charges.’ Of this amount.| through an agreement with Fox The- 
it was testified, $600,000 was de- | atres in return for giving its services 
ducted to pay interest charges to) jin the.management of the City and 
bondholders, or ‘paying bondholders | that the defendants 
with their own money.’ |eause the stock to depreciate in value, 


$100,000 FIRE 
Lynchburg, Feb. 9 
Damage said to run close to $100,- 
000, was caused by fire which de- H. E. 
stroved the WB New Theatre at 


| $100,000 in revenue. 
Theatre Employee's Fall 

Kansas City, Feb. 9. 

Hennessy. 


To Cinema B.0,’s 


|N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Church | 
Stuart, it was alleged, had picked) decided that plaintiffs had a right 


conspired to 


employee of 
Loew’s Midland theatre, slipped from 


Philadelphia, Feb. 9. 
Much to surprise of Record ad- 
| vertising department. nary an exhib 
| Squawk was heard when 
| amusement directory upped 3c a line 
last week. Loud holler is 
raised, however, because daily per- 
sists ifi putting listings back ir 
classified section. 


must @ake ‘classified position. Said 
rates. were lifted because old figures 
| based on 220,000 circulation. while | 
present sales are more than 300.000. 








_Amusement directory is compara- 
| tively new idea here. Originally 


orts of entertainment spots. Prac- | 
tically all pix houses now, however. 


ayer) . accessories 
ba j . | will be rented. Sears, v.p. of WB 
rectory is widely known and | in charge of sales, has sounded out 
TOW Btn neen her nanan For -ly | exhibitor i 
orm ors on ‘ior 
| rate considerably below exhy | oa Cue 


| play. no bare, | 





| $5,000 Damage Action 
Over F.P.-Can. Pooling | 


Montreal, Feb. 9. 

Charging breach of contract, a 
$5,000 damage action has been started 
in Superior court by Famous Play- 
ers-Canadian against Standard 
Amusements, the figure said to be 
the loss resulting from alleged 
broken agreement. Before filing a 
plea, counsel for Standard Amuse- 





amine the FP-Can secretary-treas- 
urer. 


FP-Can declaration states that the 
contract in question was signed in 
November, 1927, to run for 10 years; 
the agreement being that the Park 
nabe was to be jointly operated by 
the two companies and the net 
profits divided equally between 
them, and that officials or sharehold- 
ers of Standard Amusements were 
not to become directly or indirectly 
connected with any theatre enter- 
prise within a radius of one mile of 
the Park house, an exception being 
made in the case of the Century. 

In contravention of the agreement, 
FP-Can claims that certain officers 
and shareholders of Standard 
Amusements have become asso- 
ciated with a new company called 
the Fifth Ave. Theatre Corp. and 
that this company has purchased 
property for a theatre site within 
the area allegedly prohibited by the 
contract. 


ments moved to be allowed to ex-| 


Against Regent, Detroit 


ward J. Seewald, 20, here Saturday | 


Historical Films Starts in Wash. 


$50,000 against the Regent theatre, | 
Seewald was dragged into the the- | 


a Hal- | 


| Ad Rates: No Like Posish 


NEW WB POLICY 


rates on | 


being | 


1} 
Ad execs claim | 
classified rate being paid, so exhibs | 





fares | contained classi Seti | : 
ey ae ssified listings of accessories ac w 
were chopped from 25c. to 10c.: ser- | sort 8 all | accessories as well 


| volume on paper and other material, 


| calls for a plan, soc > ple i 
Listed alphabetically under sections | effect, cit att sien 


ng from | reaching a decision to make it op- 





National Archives 





for Worthy 








| Flip M.C. 


J. C. Flippen, acting as m.c. 
in the lobby of the Astor, N. Y., 
at the $2 premiere of ‘Good 
Earth,” introed celebs and built 
up the affair, going o:it cver the 





air over WHN. Then, for a 
wind-up, he cracked: 
‘Now that this is over, !'l] 


run over to the Mayfair and see 
two good pictures for a quar- 
ter.’ 





+ _— 





Washington, Feb. 9. 

Continuous rephotographing of 
motion picture films of historical 
value will be launched by National 
Archives in accordance with legis- 
lation approved by one branch of 
Congress last week. 

Anxious to preserve deteriorating 
newsreels and educational films, 
Archives receives permission under 
the 1938 appropriation bill to expand 
activities related to motien pictures 
and assure a permanent 


record of 
photographed 








OF RENTING 
ACCESSORIES 


‘ A new policy to be inaugurated by 
Grad Sears for Warner Bros., which 
may revolutionize the handling of 
as increase the 


under which all 


matter of great im- 
portance. Measure authorizes ‘ar- 


rangement, titling, scoring, repair, 
processing, editing, duplication, re- 
production, and authentication of 


phonographic records (including mo- 
tion picture films) and sound re- 
cordings.’ 

Although granted freedom to re- 
photograph crumbling pix, the 
archives does not win fight for per- 
mission to make historical films on 
its own account. Congress took the 
view that any current events which 
should be recorded in celluloid un- 
doubtedly will be lensed by com- 
mercial companies which will either 
sell or give prints to the govern- 
ment for preservation for posterity. 
Archivist R. D. W. Connor had 
hoped, however, for the right to go 
into the camera-grinding business on 
his Own account as protective step. 
The Archives staff expects to begin 
culling worth-while footage from the 
14,000,000 feet of films already re- 





ekalive, for. his..commany. 95% of 
tures, regardless of release date, on 
which exhibitors will be billed at 
prices to be determined later. On 
all material taken by accounts, the 
exhibitors will receive credit for 
that which is returned in a service- 
able condition within five days. A 
maximum credit scale is being 


the exhibitor on all accessories 
which are returned in a usable con- 
dition. 


in a damaged or unserviceable con- 
dition, whole plan of Sears visual- 
izing ways and means of encourag- 
ing exhibitors to use more ac- 
cessories. 

The new rental credit plan be- 
comes effective April 4, when men 
will be added in all the company’s 
branches for the handling of the ac- 
cessories and details in connection 
with it. 


Chi Ops to Reelect 
Chicago, Feb. 9. 


Entire administration slate of 
Motion Picture Operators’ Union has 
been nominated for re-election on 





March 4. Present administration is 
headed by Frank Clifford as business 
manager. Term of office is for five 
years. 

Others in the Operators’ Union 


officialdom are Peter Shayne, presi- 
dent: Glenn Sweeney, v.p.; John 
Smith, assistant business manager; 
Neal Bishop, secretary-treasurer. 














Detroit, Feb. 9. 
Between $150,000 and $200,000 is 
being lost weekly by Detroit’s 250 
| film houses as result of the six-week- 


| old General Motors strike, a survey 


| shows. Aggregate loss during the 
| duration of the labor difficulties, | 


| which were near solution this week, 


mark. This figure will 


augmented, too, through the several 


be greatly 


\thereby depriving the plaintiff of | lean weeks after peace before things 


|} are back to normal. 

Nor is Detroit the lone town in 
| the state suffering dented b.o’s. In 
Flint, a 100,000-pop. 
hostilities began 


nearby 
where 


town 


and where 


Lexington, Va. Blaze turned out to marquee, where he was replacing | martial law is practically in effect, 


be one of the biggest in town’s his- light bulbs, and plunged headlong to | _,, 
tory, and drew firemen from two pavement 


neighboring towns Miraculously escaped 


Blaze started under the stage of jury. but will be confined to hospital | have shu 


the recently remodeled house. ‘several weeks. 


AMEeETIi- # t1tudsicialis, 


Gauci CYIITD Bialiito Cutiy ww 


, all biz, including theatres and nite 


serious in-| Ties, is ata standstill. Several houses 


ttered, at least for duration 
lof the sti 


1va stayvuavis piveusce t4ITaAwsCO weissrtti ait 


| will run well over the $1,000,000 | 


Detroit's B. 0. Loss from Auto Strike 
Past Six Weeks Averages 150-2006: 


have been closed by the state liquor 
commish to preserve peace. 

Other cities affected include Sagi- 
naw, Lansing and Bay City, where 
several big GM plants are shuttered 
due to lack of material. 

Losses in the various Detroit nabes 
| range from $500 to $1,000 each, with 
the average around $500 weekly. 
Slump at the b.o. is figured at be- 
tween $20,000 and $25,000 weekly in 
| the United Detroit chain, which in- 





cludes five downtown house and 1) 
nabes. Only one major house in the 
district remains seriously unha 


| pered by the strike, the first-run 
Fox, which has been grabbing more 


than ordinary grosses past two 
months, due chiefly to ace attrac- 
tions 


While 200,000 persons are out of ! 
work due to the GM strike, situation | 


is further aggravated by general 
layoff of employes in practically ali 
lines of biz. Advertising agencies, 
| stores, etc., have added thousands to 


ike, and all drinking spots | unemployed ranks. 


SLGIILCDS Sliail TUL We alLeciTrUu LIIelLevy. 


| still 


worked out in line with rebating to | 


a 


viewed and will duplicate negatives 


urhinh had annditi S 
jon an 
films taken by ESteFithelt 


agencies also is programmed. Experts 
still have around 8,000,000 feet of 
motion and still pictures to 0.0. 
Special storage facilities for reels 
of perpetual interest are planned. 
Cabinets designed with particular 
consideration for fire hazard, ventila- 
tion and preservation of reels are ve- 
ing manufactured at present and 
will be installed during next few 


ora in 


Another scale will be set up | months. 
to cover items which are returned | 





Peskay’s Regional Call 


Hollywood, Feb. 9. 

Edward Peskay, Grand National 
sales manager, has pulled out for 
Chicago and New York after con- 
ferences with Edward L. Alperson, 
GN prez. He will hold a regional 
sales session in Chi. 

Scheduled February and March 
releases, by GN include ‘Romance 
and Riches,’ ‘Navy Spy,’ ‘Killers of 
the Sea,’ ‘Trouble in Texas,’ “Two 
Shall Meet,’ ‘234% Hours Leave’ and 
‘Hittin’ the Trail.’ 

Richard Rowland will hold the 
production reins on ‘Thief of Taos’ 
for GN. It will be company’s first 
tinter. 

Four GN features are being edited 
for early release. They are B. F. 
Zeidman’s “Two Shall Meet,’ Douglas 
MacLean’s ‘23% Hours Leave,’ Ray- 
mond Friedgen’s ‘Killers of the Sea’ 
and Edward Finney’s ‘Trouble in 
Texas.’ 


Lincoln Solves Bookin; 
Jam by Repeating Films 
Lincoln, Feb. 9. 

J. H. Cooper, N. Y. head of the 
Lincoln Theatres Corp. here, crawled 
out of a deep hole with the film ex- 
changes here this week by arrang- 
ing a way to play cff his second run 
obligations in this situation. Using 
Bob Livingston’s Capitol as the fa- 
vored house, Cooper okayed the big 
pics second time around for that 
house, after Livingston guaranteed to 
go up to 15-20c scale and abandon 
dual features and split weeks. 

Stuart, Cooper's ace spot here, has 
only repeated about six of the entire 
1936 52-week programs. The Lin- 
coln, second to the best spot, is also 
behind on its seconds. Livingston 
starts out (14) with ‘Magnificent 
| Obsession.’ 


2 Boothmen Burned 


St. Louis, Feb. 9. 

| Gordon Howard, 24, and Bernard 
|Carr, 16, were severely burned last 
week when film in projection booth 
in film theatre in Slater, Mo., caught 
fire. Howard was burned on face, 
'arms and hands and Carr on hands 
and body. Blaze was confined to 
booth. There was no excitement 
| among patrons, all leaving in an ore 
derly manner. 














namver at St. George, Utah. 
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4 ...And watch the way “G-Men’s” producers 
| start another success cycle rolling this month 
‘ with the first story of the Junior G-Men, that 
spunky group of young Americans now win- 





| ning as much national favor as the heroes who inspire them. Booth 
1! Tarkington wrote it and none other than little ‘Anthony Adverse’ 





himself, Billy Mauch, is star! Yessir, you’ll 
find seven reels of rousing family appeal in 
this latest addition to the Famous February 
Four—and another big reason why every 


night is Bank Night with WARNER BROS. 
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Child Labor Amendment No ( Grave ‘ 


Concern to Pix; Industry's for It 





Child labor amendment, which has 
been approved by 26 states and soon 
promises to get the sanction of 10 
additional states that will make it a 
constitutional arnendment, is viewed 
as no menace by the picture indus- 
try as a whole, Action of the New 
York state assembly in ratifying the 
amendment proposal leaves only the 
state senate in the way of making 
N. Y. the 27th state to place its ap- 
proval on the child labor plan. 

While the amendment gives 
Congress considerable leeway in 
regulating the labor of children, it 
is estimated by trade association ex- 
perts that currently less than %% 
employed in the U. S. in theatre 
operations and exchanges as a whole 
are under 16 years of age. Conse- 
quently, few spokesmen for exhibi- 
tor interests could be found who 
consider approval of the child labor 
amendment by the necessary num- 
ber of states as an adverse plan of 
regulation. 

The Hays organization is fully 
cognizant of the federal amendment 
progress towards full sanction by 
the requisite 36 states but it is not 
regarded as being unfavorable to- 
wards the business. It is understood 
that in many respects Haysians and 
other trade association officials feel 
that the child labor amendment will 
do much in clarifying the situation. 
The child labor amendment will 
definitely specify uniform regulation 
throughout the nation and eliminate 
agitation for similar juvenile labor 
law enactment in various states. It 
also will put a stop to varied and 
uneven laws now in effect in certain 
states. 

The child labor amendment sets 
forth that Congress shall have cer- 
tain powers to regulate the labor of 
children under 18 years of age. How- 
ever, it is believed that the exact 
wording of the amendment would 
make it possible for the Congres- 
sional body to make the limit 12 
years or some other age limit. By 
the same token, it will enable 
Congress to prohibit child labor in 
factories ond industrial plants alone 
without specifying other industries. 

Whatever limits are fixed as to 
age or vocation, film executives fail 
to see where it will interfere with 
their business. In certain theatre 
operations, ushers come under the 
ban if the age limit was specified as 
16 but this would occur in only a 
few instances. 


Churches, Lodges 





While wholesale distribution 
of cash prizes has not hit lodge 
and church organizations hold- 
ing bingo and screeno games, 
the immense popularity of 
weekly giveaway contest nights 
has cut into film theatres con- 
ducting merchandise giveaways. 
Numerous instances of these 
church society and lodge con- 
test nights drawing 1,000 people 
have been reported in recent 
weeks. 

Nearly 4,000 jammed an Elks 
hall for a bingo night a short 
time ago. Most prizes are in 
costly merchandise. Members 
pay 75c. to $1 for admission, 
which allows them to partici- 
pate in the games for prizes. 


N.Y. Chains Would 
Curb Giveaways 


If Indies Ditto 


Loew and RKO are considering 
abandoning big scale coin giveaways 
if any sort of a concord can be 
reached with competing independent 




















Foreign Talent 











(Continued from page 2) 





tries concerned to give her some 
support. Mrs. O’Day’s position is 
that she cannot well block the legis- 
lation if the film and radio interests 
fail to demonstrate their concern. 
Although formerly they 


siderable effort and expense in an 
attempt to out-argue the House com- 
mittee, the local industry reps admit 
this year the threat of restrictive 
legislation is far more serious than 
before. This is based on several fac- 
tors, including the early date at 
which the drive is starting, an in- 
formal agreement between House 


and Senate committees that there | 


seldom | 
felt it was worthwhile to go to con- | 


group contests would be thoroughly 
trimmed if current plans materialize. 

The all-day banks, conducted re- 
|cently by both major circuits, are 


|In a couple of instances, the capital 
| prize offering was placed at $3,000 
or more. Though the advertising 
left the impression that this amount 
was to be distributed to patrons 
of one theatre, say rival indie ex- 
hibitors, actually the larger sum 
was divided among the five to 10 
houses of the designated group. This 
was possible by holding the drawings 


in one theatre with the winners an- | 
nounced simultaneously by wire in} 


other houses of the group. Even this 
amount is being regarded as ex- 
cessive for that number of theatres 
| when given out in a single day, 

Exhibitor leaders in the metropoli- 
tan area now feel that the coin dis- 
tribution gag has gotten out of hand, 
with the cream or novelty slant of 
the contest idea eliminated since 
everybody is doing it. This, coupled 
with the outspoken skepticism of 
certain giveaways, has materially re- 
duced the returns on the cash out- 
| lay made by house managements. 








| Hirliman’s 3d G-Man 


Hollywood, Feb, 9. 


| George Hirliman’s third picture of 

'a series of Federal agent stories star- 

| ring Conrad Nagel and Eleanor Hunt, 
titled ‘Gold,’ will go into production 

| Feb. 11. 

| Louis Gasnier directs. 





will be no duplication of hearings, | 


sweeping changes in personnel of 
the Senate Immigration group, and 
revision of the bills in a way which 


makes them immeasurably more ob- | 


jectionable than in the past. 

The 1937 version of the legislation 
is identical with the perfected bill 
which was slipped through the 
House last spring. That draft, hur- 
riedly cooked up as a substitute for 
the less stringent proposal which 
Chairman Samuel Dickstein has 
been plugging away at for five 
years, has new obnoxious features, 
notably the reciprocity idea, a com- 
plete disregard for the contract 
labor laws, and limitations upon 
permanent entry of foreign actors, 
musicians and dancers, even for 
permanent residence. 

New Restrictions 

Tightening the previous proposals. 
Chairman Dickstein, a New York 
Democrat, proposed 1937 law drops 
the familiar ‘distinguished merit and 
ability’ loophole which labor or- 
ganizations previously claimed would 


take care of all eventualities feared | 
Under 


would | 


by film and legit producers 
this year’s draft, Dickstein 
shut the door to all performers, ex- 
ceptional as well as run-of-mine, 
unless the country from which the 
alien comes grants entry to Ameri- 


j}cans and, furthermore, unless the 
, Labor Department decides the new- 
| comer would not throw a native out 
of a job. Previously producers who 


could satisfy foreign consular and | 


| diplomatic officers of the U. S. that 
| their budding stars had unduplicated 
| talent were automatically given the 
| necessary entrance tickets, but this 
| would not be the case under the re- 
vised bill. 

Another change wipes out the ear- 


lier provision which required Ameri- | 


'can producers to use their influence 
to get jobs abroad for U. S. citizens. 


The prior Dickstein bills contained 


a section, now omitted from the 1937 | 


draft, 
manager allowed to import an alien 
actor or musician must ‘cooperate’ 
in opening up opportunities in the 
immigrant’s homeland for American 
artists of similar qualifications. 
This year’s version, as did last 
year’s revised text, has a broader 
scope than the bills put forward in 
1935 and preceding years. It adds 
o} , and solo instrumen- 
talists to the banned category, which 
embraces actors, singers, operatic 
warblers and orchestra conductors. 
About the only loophole is for jug- 
|glers, acrobats and rank-and-file 
| musicians, 


» dancers 





worst pic error of past year 
titling of ‘Green Pastures.’ 


was 
Range- 


found there wasn’t a cow or a bit of 
grazing-land in the whole film. 





Three Denver Theatre 
Groups Drop Co-op Banko 





which said any agency or | 





Denver, Feb. 9. 
Three groups of theatres, seven in 
| each, have dropped their cooperative 


| bank and cash nights. The only co- 


| operative giveaway now operating in 
| Denver is the weekly free Ford at 
ithe seven Harry Huffman houses. 
| This is the daddy of the cooperative 
| giveaways in Denver; Huffman is 


it. 

The Lucky 7, with two houses 
owned by Fox, two by Publix, and 
the Denham (first run), 
banded their bank nights, running 
two nights a week. The Denham 
will continue, however, with 
giveaways a week, working alone. 

The Civic theatres, all under the 


ing three bank nights a week, Tues- 
day, Wednesday and Thursday. 


running cash 
week. 


nights one night 


cash nights, grocery store nights and 
Divvy games, will continue. 





Indies Lose Injunction 
Plea Against the ITOA 





strain the Independent 


} 


i ‘John 


No Cows in ‘Pastures’ | 


Victorville, Calif., Feb. 9. | 
Opinion in this cowtown is that! 


} 
} 


hands from miles around flocked in | 
to see it, but squawked when they | 


Game Companies’ Attorneys Test 
Gambling Stunts in Philadelphia on 
Several Fronts; ‘Indies Need Hypo 








Rush Meade’ Release 


Holky wood, Feb. 9. 
Because of the timeliness of its 
having to do with refor- 
estation as cause of droughts 
floods, B. P. Schulberg is 
Meade’s Woman’ 


and 
releasing 
two weeks 


| ahead of schedule. 


CALIF. EXHIBS 


have dis- | 


very fond of it, and hesitates to drop | 


} 
| 
| 


| 
; 
} 
j 


two | 


same ownership, have been operat- | 


AID SOLON 
ATTACKS 


Los Angeles, Feb. 9. 
Group of Southern California in- 





| dependent theatre operators are in 


Huffman houses, seven, have been | rebellion against certain trade prac- 
4a/ tices that have existed in the indus- 


|try for many years, and have or- 


All other houses now operating | ganized California Independent Ex- 


hibitors’ Protective League to lend 
their aid to secure passage of sheaf 
of anti-industry bills introduced into 
the state legislature by Assemblyman 


Ernest Voight of Culver City. 


| Russell, 


| renee of America from entering | 


| into any sort of an agreement with | cluce the proposed anti-block book- 
|ing measure, a bill prohibiting des- 
| the greatest headaches at present.| yesterday (Tuesday) by N. Y. Su-| ignated or preferred play dates, and 


|}any other organization was denied 


preme Court Judge Callahan. 


New league is headed by B. D. 
one-time indie producer, 


Ane ‘ > Request of Gotham Amus. Corp.| who plans to stage a production 
circuits. While some minor cash/ and six other indie theatre owners| comeback after dropping a reported 
nights may be retained, the wholesale | for a temporary injunction to re-| $1,900,000 in the field some years 
Theatre | ago. 


Bills sponsored by the league in- 


At | one that would prohibit producers or 


| the same time the court set the trial | distributors from owning or being 
|for a permanent injunction for to-| identified with the operation of the- 


| morrow (9). 


vent the- defendant 
from consenting that Allied 


the defendant organization and with 
Allied. 
would also prevent the defendant 
from entering into an agreement 
with International Alliance of Stage 


the plaintiffs. 


_ The plaintiffs are seeking to pre-| 





atres. 
These bills are all opposed by in- 


organization | dustry tops and the major circuits, 
shall | with indications that passage will be 
consolidate with any other labor or-/| bitterly contested when the legisla- | 
| ganization to disband, or from modi-/| ture 

| fying the agreement made between | March 1. 
| 


convenes in 
Another proposed bill to harass 


legislative hopper by Assemblyman 


+ 





} 


| 


—— 


Philadelphia, Feb. 9. 

Suit to test legality of games used 
in pix houses here was filed yester- 
day. Game companies demand hear- 
ing on petition for injunction to pre- 
police from interfering with 
theatres using the pepper-uppers. 

The games were banned last week 
by orders from the Mayor, but houses 
are now using them under four-week 
truce pending outcome of court de- 
cision, 

The bill in equity was filed in the 
name of Sam Somerson, operator of 
the Palm theatre. He is using Dennis 
Game Co.’s ‘Lucky.’ Action was 
taken by David Malis, attorney for 
Dennis, and Dave Barrist, who han- 
dles ‘Bonus.’ 

Test of Dave Molliver’s ‘Bango’ 
will be made by his attorney, Samuel 
Sonnenfeld, in a separate action in 
the criminal courts. The case of Ray 
O’Rourke, operator of the Doris the- 
atre, who was arrested more than a 
year ago, is still pending. It will be 
used for test. 

Scheduled to come to trial the day 
after Hizzoner issued ukase against 
games, it was postponed by Judge 
William Lewis pending outcome of 
the ban. New trial date will be set 
for within next two weeks, 

Different defenses will be used. 
Dennis and Barrist claim their game 
legal because ‘anybody can play it 
free,’ whether he is a patron of the- 
atre or not. P. A. systems are set up 
in lobby of house using games and 
moochers can walk in, take a card 
and play. They are eligible to win 
prizes. As long as anyone can play 
free, 


vent 


they claim there is nothing 
| illegal. 
Molliver says games are legai, 


} 
| 
] 


| 


Sacramento | 


| 


whether patrons play free in lobby 
or not. His lawyer declares ‘there is 
no hazard for players,’ they cannot 
lose anything, so game can’t be con- 
trary to the books. 

Argument is that patron gets full 
value in pix for his admish, games 
tossed in as added attraction. Hope 
also to gain sympathy for poor indie 
who must use some sort of tonic to 
meet prior runs offered by Warner 
Bros., as was recognized by the 


The injunction, if granted,|exhibs has been introduced in the | Mayor last week. 


United Motion Picture Owners of 


Frank D. Laughlin of Los Angeles Eastern Pennsylvania, Southern New 


that would prohibit door prizes, 


Employees and Motion Picture Oper-| games of chance and gifts of money 
ators’ Union without the consent of| or merchandise by theatres or other 


places of public amusement, 





Lower House in No. Dakota Passes 


Anti-Chain Theatre Ownership Bill 





Minneapolis, Feb. 9. 


its campaign to eradicate producer- 
distributor ownership or operation 
of theatres as a result of passage by 
the North Dakota legislature lower 
house by a 76 to 30 vote of a pro- 
hibitory measure. Bill will be be- 
fore the state senate this week with 


indications pointing to favorable 
action. 
Publix (Minnesota Amusement 


Co.) owns or operates 10 theatres in 
North Dakota and would have to re- 
linquish them if the measure be- 


; owned, controlled, managed or oper- 


National Allied States is one up in| 


comes a law and its constitutionality ' 





is upheld. 

Under the measure, Publix could 
not even own stock in any of the 
theatres, 

W. A. Steffes, chairman of the na- 
tional Allied Stetes’ special commit- 
'tee appointed to conduct the cam- 
| paign against producer-owned the- 
atres, and Benny Berger, inde- 
pendent circuit owner and prominent 
|in Allied States’ activities, lobbied 
| for the bill at Bismarck, N. D. Rep- 
| resentatives of the Publix circuit ap- 
peared at the House hearing to argue 
against the bill. 

Steffes asserts that the Columbia 

University Law School faculty was 

employed to draw up a law which 
| would be upheld in the courts. He 

also announces that bills similar to 
| that of North Dakota will be intro- 
i} duced in every State in the Union 
and that no efforts will be spared to 
obtain their passage. 

| The title of the North Dakota bill 
is ‘An act to prohibit the operation 
of motion picture theatres which are 





ated in whole or in part by produc- 


ers or distributors of motion picture | 


films in which such producers or dis- 
tributors have any interest.’ 


| 





‘As condition of the lawful opera- | 


tion of a motion picture theatre in 
the State, the person operating it 
shall file with the Secretary of State 
within 30 days after the date on 
which the operation of the theatre 


is begun, whichever is the latter, and | 
annually thereafter on or before Jan. | 


15 an affidavit that such theatre is 
not owned, controlled, Managed or 
operated, in whole or in part, by any 
producer or distributor of motion 
picture films, and that no such pro- 


ducer or distributor has any inter- | 


est, direct or indirect, legal or 


equitable, through stock ownership, | 


or otherwise, in such theatre,’ 
measure provides. 

The State district court will have 
jurisdiction to prevent and restrain 
violation of the act and it will de- 
volve upon county attorneys to in- 
stitute proceedings against the guilty 
party and restrain the violation. The 
individual directors, officers or 
agents of a corporation are to be held 
responsible for the filing of a fals« 
affidavit and subject to criminal 
prosecution. The penalty for know- 
ingly making a false statement in the 


the 


lea 


required affidavit is a fine not ex-| 


ceeding $1,000 or by imprisonment 
not exceeding one year, or both. 

It is specified that if any provision 
of the act is declared unconstitu- 
tional the applicability of such pro- 


ions to other persons and circum- | 
stances shall not be affected thereby. | 


Jersey and Delaware, which origi- 
nally was going to come to exhibs’ 
rescue, has backed out since employs 
ment of lawyers by gamies. 

They were going to file ‘declaratory 
statement’—agreement with city so 
licitor on facts without use of ¢ny 
specific exhib’s name — but Malis 
claims equity action offers chance 
for wider argument. 


Legislation 


For a (Very) Liberal Neb. 
Lincoln, Feb. 9. 

Initiative petition is being circu- 
lated all over Nebraska this week 
asking for repeal of all existing 
gambling laws at the election, Nov. 
8, 1938. Showmen, not particularly 
worried about its chances, are still 
much interested in _ its progress. 
Uses outlandish figures stating that, 
should repeal be effected and gam- 
bling legalized, revenue from tax 
entries in all sorts of chance games 
would amount to $15,000,000 an. 
nually. 

Circulation of the petition is in the 
hands of the National Liberty 
League, Omaha, of which Don E. 
DeBow is secretary. 

Provides that all slot machines, 
pinball games, racing and baseball 
parlays, horse racing, punchboards, 








_etc., be taxed and the money raised 


in that manner turned over to relief 
of widows, orphans and the aged. 
Denver, Feb. 9. 

The 20% tax on admissions bill, 

introduced in the current Colorado 
legislature, has been withdrawn. 


Hoot for Tinted Nag 


Hollywood, Feb. 9. 

Hoot Gibson will play the second 
male lead in Republic’s serial, ‘The 
Painted Stallion,’ and Julia Thayer, 
from studio’s talent school, will play 
opposite Ray Corrigan, starred. Dun- 
can Renaldo does the heavy. 

Allan James and Ray Taylor are 
co-direct ng 12-chapter cliff- 
hanger at St. George, Utah. 
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Here comes the Coast Guard! 
... in a rollicking romance 
roaring with fun and pounding 
with drama and thrills... as 
two of the boys get different 
ideas about the same dame— 
and she gets ideas of her own! 
..»A howl for every heart throb 
as girl trouble strikes sparks 
in the Coast Patrol. 
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DONALD WOODS 


DIRECTED BY BEN STOLOFF 
AN EDWARD SMALL PRODUCTION 
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Philly Ice Show 
Jams ‘Em In; Sun. 
Law Jams Mor. 


Philadelphia, Feb. 9. 
Twelve hundred prospective pa- 
trons arrived at the Arena Sunday 
night to see the Ice Carnival of 1937, 
but found best they could get a 


glimpse of was 18 cops parked 
around the ticket window. Some 
5000 others who had bought their 
ducats in advance were allowed in, 


but police said purchase of tickets at 
window would be violation of Sun 
dev Blue Laws of 1794. 

Shew went on following arrest of 
Arena Manager Arthur Justin. Jus- 
tin got himself out on copy of charge, 
appeared for hearing Monday morn- 
paid $4 fine and closed the in- 
cident as far as he was. concerned. 

liowever, controversy raged 
tween Magistrate Jacob Dogole, who 
levied the four-spot fine, and Rev. 
William B. Forney, who _ reported 
Sunday performance to police. For- 
ney, who is well known to amuse- 
ment men for his objection to every- 


ing, 


thing and anything ‘he gets paid for | 
14 church organ- |} 


it, as secretary of 
izations) was criticized by Dogole for 
not appearing against Justin after 
bringing the charges. 

The magistrate observed: ‘It is high 
time the act should be amended to 
permit a place like yours, which is 
highly respectable, to operate on 
Sundays, just as movies and baseball 
parks do. And people who make 
complaints behind closed doors 
should be big enough to appear at a 


hearing like this. I would like to! 
discharge you (Justin) but if I did 
they would only have you rear- 
rested.’ 


Forney later issued a reply stating 
he had reported the Sunday 
to police two weeks before it came 
off and didn’t think his presence at 
the hearing was necessary. 


When the wickets were padlocked | 


several speculators quickly appeared 
outside, but were shooed by the law. 

Ten per cent of the proceeds of 
the show went to the maternity ward 


of the Pennsylvania hospital. Car- | 
nival, despite confusion, was only 
eight minutes late in starting. The 


arena, which seats 6.200, was a color- 
ful spot. Ice surface was painted 
green with border of red. In the 
center were a circled red diamond 
and four circled figures of skaters. 

Roy Shipstad clicked 100%, was 
forced to four’ encores. Heinje 
Brock’s clowning also tickled spec- 
tators. Bess Ehrhardt, a_ better- 
looker than ever, brought roars of 
approval, as did Eddie Shipstad and 
Oscar Johnson in a Bowery act. 
Whole show went over, uncertainty 
of beginning only adding to fans’ 
thrill, though certainly not to Jus- 
tin’s. 


Boehm on Garbo Pic 


Hollywood, Feb. 9. 
David Boehm, recently contracted 
at Metro, has joined Salka Viertel 
and Sam N. Behrman on the screen 





play of ‘Madame Walewska,’ which | 








Clarence Brown will direct with | 
Bernard Hyman producing. 

Greta Garbo and Charles Boyer 
tep cast. 

‘Get Away from Me Boys, You 
Bother Me,’ and ‘That's All 
Brother,’ Now _ Internationally 
Famous. 


CLYDE 
HAGER 


Featured in 
‘Laughter Over London’- 


Victoria Palace, London 


Exclusive Direction: 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 



















Conductor 
Violinist 





_ <t 
Shea’s Buffalo Theatre 


45TH WEEK 


“Overture has finale with Arne 
winning @qreat applause for his sole. ’'— 
Buffale Courier- Express. 





stirring 








be- | 


show 





Ice Shows 


(Continued from page 5) 











same experience, 
ice-conscious, 
acts which never got anywhere on 
the hoof have blossomed out as faves. 
doing the same stunts on skates, 


with the public 


Sonja, Ice Ballet, Etc. 


| Last year the Ice Carnival 
| Ballet at the Chicago Stadium 
| played to eight capacity houses in 
| six days. Sonja Henie was in the 
show last year but not the surefire 
attraction she is at present. She is 
booked to repeat the Stadium here 
next week on a three-day stand, and 
the Stadium can’t handle the demand 
for ducats And this situation has 
occurred throughout the nation this 
season, even on those shows in which 
Sonja Henie is not appearing. 

Ski meets formerly 
thing that you used to see in the 
| newsreels, but so much interest has 
been aroused in that type of sport in 
the past couple of years that there 
are several organizations which are 
trying to satisfy that interest and 
curiosity. Here in Chicago, the tab 
Times has adopted an annual ski 
meet as a promotional stunt, and 
on Sunday (7) filled the mammoth 
Soldiers Field with curious ski-meet 
visitors. 

Having made a big click with its 
Golden Gloves the Chicago Tribune 
is now putting extra pressure on its 
| Silver Skates contest, and interest in 
| this form of competition is building 
amazingly. 

Behind the remarkable boom in 
ice as a medium of public entertain- 
| ment are two important items: 
it has become fashionable, and sec- 
ond, ice shows are now held in- 
doors with plenty of steam heat for 
the onlookers. With smartness 
one hand, and comfort on the other. 
ice is the public’s new amusement 
baby. 





were some- 


National Vogue 

All over the country the winter 
sports movement has not only made 
the younger generation more ice and 
snow-minded but the (so far) off- 
season in Florida is partially ac- 
credited to the inroads of the skiing 
| and snow-train vogue. 


| of course, the weather has been 
rather mild so far, and for a time 


| the New England merchants, stocked 
up with winter sports apparel, were 
cryin’ the blues. Recent snowfalls, 
| however, have helped the situation. 

Akin to the Chi Times, the N. Y. 
Daily News’ Silver Skates competi- 
tion (its winter counterpart of the 
Golden Gloves) and now the N. Y. 
Mirror’s three-day ice festival at the 
Polo Grounds, Jan. 20-22, for charity, 


Acrobatic and dance | 


First, | 


on | 


In the east, | 


are further civic-newspaper hook- | 


ups. 

All over, in the key cities, the per- 
sonal appearance tours 
Henie and kindred 
upped rink grosses extraordinarily, 
and far beyond usual capacities. The 


enjoying a like boom. 
All this, of course, must cut into 
the b.o. of other indoor amusements. 








Gottlieb on Coast for 
Wanger Ad Campaign 


Hollywood, Feb. 9. 
Horne, production 
for Walter Wanger and Alex Gott- 
lieb, advertising exec, arrived from 
| New York last Saturday (6). Gott- 
lieb, it is understood, will take over 


| Hal 


special advertising campaigns for 
|forthcoming Wanger productions 


with material emanating from the 
Coast. 

Other Coast arrivals included 
Gene Towne, Ernest Toler, 
Cagney and Joe Laurie, Jr. 


KANSAS CITY 


11) 


pagne Waltz’ (Par), okay at $8,500. 
Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-40) 
‘Secretary’ (Col) and ‘Devil's Play- 
ground’ (Col), dual. Getting $13,500, 
nice. Last week, ‘Live Once’ (UA) 
and ‘Cover of Night’ (MG), disap- 
pointing $8,500. 
Newman (Par) 
‘Doctor's Diary’ 











(Continued from page 


(1,900; 25-40)— 
(Par). ‘Nice interest 
in this pic as John Trent, nee La 
| Verne Browne. was a local TWA 
pilot. Critics panned story but fa- 
vorablv compared Trent with the 
| H'wood greats. Looks to move up to 
i nice $7.000. Last week, ‘One in Mil- 
llion’ (20th) (2nd run), fine 
$7,400. 

| Tower (Rewot-Fox) 
‘Smart Blonde’ ‘WB) and vaude 
Nice $7.500. Last ‘Join Ma- 
rines’ (Rep) and vaude slipped un- 
der average at $6.000. not so forte 

Uptown (Fox) (2.030; 25-40) 

‘Lloyds’ (20th) (2d week). Last 
week house caught a fine $7.000 and 
this week should break into 
135.000 column, 


got 
(2.200: 35)-—— 


| 
week 


the 


skating ponds and admish rinks are | 





PRESSED 


and | 


Clean-up of old suits occurred 
Monday (8) in N. Y. Federal Court 
when Judge John C. Knox tossed 
the actions 


yut 


involving motion pic- 


tures because of non-prosecution. 
The cases dismissed included 

The injunction and damage clain 
in 1933 by Headline Picture Ing 
against Paramount for alleged in- 
fringement of the title, ‘A Private 
Seandal.’ Plaintiff claimed buying 
the script bearing the same title 
from John Natteford in 1930 and 
spending $50,000 in th: production 
of a picture based on the story 


Some time later, according to Head- 
line, Paramount distributed a film 
under a Similar title without paying 
for it. 

Eagle Pictures Corp. of New Jer- 
sey, through its receiver, Paul J. 
Duffy, and Morris Levine, one of the 
defunct company’s officers. neg- 
lected to prosecute their 1933 suit 
for accounting and damages involv- 
ing the film, ‘The Big Chance.’ De- 
fendants in this action were the For- 
ward Pictures Corp.; Eagles Produc- 


tions, Ltd., parent of the plaintiff | 
corporation, and Empire Labora- 
tories, Inc. 


DISMISS 5 FILM! Foy to Rep? 
SUITS: NOT. 














(Continued from page 5) 
Yates Feb. 2 and will sever all 
connections with the studio March 
15. He will receive part of the pay- | 
ment in cash immediately and the re- | 
mainder over a three-year period. 

Washup came after Levine had} 
conferred for 10 days with Yates, | 





J. J. Milstein, Republic sales man- 
ager, and Moe J. Siegel, v.p. Levine 
offered to withdraw over a differ- 


ence of opinion regarding policy, and 


| his offer was accepted. 


Before Yates and Milstein 
out for New York Feb. 5, 
asserted that the nine producers now 
m the lot would be given thei 
him. Under this unit sys- 
to function as supervis- 

Siegel has been asso- 
Yates for a number of 
coming into the Republic fold 
from Consolidated Film Laboratories. 

Emanuel Goldstein, who came to 
the Coast from the Republic h.o. re- 
cently. continues as business man- 
ager. 


Yates 


pulled 


the forme! 


+. hu 
qQUuUOtas DY 


tan 


} Siegel l 

ing executive. 
ciated with 
years 


asserted that the company 


|} would continue on a policy of quality 


i then take a three-month vacation be- 
| fore aligning with one of the major 


Probably the last of the civil ac- | 


| tions involving ‘Betty Boop’ occurred 


1934 suit for injunction and account:- 
ing brought by Fleisher Studios, Inc.., 
against King Feature Syndicate and 
the N. Y. Daily Mirror. 
claimed paper cartooned ‘Betty Boop’ 
without plaintiffs’ O.K. 

| Another action dismissed was ac- 


counting action brought by Ameri- 
|can Tri-Ergon against the defunct 
Talking Pictures Epics. Plaintiff 


claimed theft of sound improvement 
patents. 


CHET CHITNEY GRAVE 





Hollywood, Feb. 9. 
Chet Chitney, 50, director 
Norma Talmadge and other toppers 
of silent films, is in a grave condi- 
tion in General hospital after being 
struck by an auto. 
Chitney was a comic with the old 
Triangle Co. before taking 
megaphone. 








| CONTRACTS 


of Sonja| 


ice stars have | Vicki 


Hollywood, Feb. 9. 
Baum, Dore Schary and 


by Metro. 


AFTER HIT BY AUTO 


for 


the | 


lexamination before trial of 
| Frances Marion given writer pacts | $68,000 suit brought against their 


| corporations by the Lina Pictures 
Douglas MacLean placed Morgan | ¢ 7 ad 


| Hill, actor, under personal contract. | 


executive | 


James | 


He makes his debut in MacLean’s 
‘234% Hours Leave.’ 
Bright, writers. 
RKO lifted option on John Beal. 
Warners extended Milton Krims’ 
writing pact. 


| certain 
Metro tied Robert Tasker and John | Picture Epics, Inc., which later went 
| into bankruptcy. The defunct cor- 


Sam Nelson and Cliff Broughton, | 


assistant directors at Columbia, had 
covenants extended six months. 

Mortimer Offner, writer, tagged at 
RKO and assigned to the Pandro 
Berman unit. 


Player options on Shirley Deane, |! 


Dorothy Dearing, Esther Brodelet, 
Geneva Sawyer, Lynn Bari 
Thomas Beck picked up at 20th-Fox. 

Republic renewed writer pact with 
Dorell and Stuart McGowan. 

Juanita Quigley handed acting con- 
tract at Metro. 

Charles Tannen’s option picked up 
at 20th-Fox. 

Buster Crabbe picked up new con- 
tract at Par. 

RKO gave new contract to Edward 
Stephenson, dress designer ind 
picked up options on Diane Barring- 
ton and Anne Hovey, piayers 

Franklin Coen, writer, had 
tion picked up at RKO. 

John Morley knocked off 
at RKO. 


STORY BUYS 
Hollywood, Feb. 9 
‘Flight from Glory,’ an original by 


Robert Andrews, has been taken by 
RKO for a Robert Sisk production 


his op- 


a termer 


‘Enemy Territory.’ Pictorial te- 
view yarn by Margaret Banning, wa 
sold to Columbia 

Three Mad Men,” by Dar A 
Bader and DavideFvan hought b 
E. Howard Alexander (Alexande 
Films), of London Ralph Spe 
will script: Mel Brown is to direct 

Mervyn LeRoy has bought ‘The 
Charlatan of Paris,’ written b J 
eph Fields and Ewart Adamso: 

Paul Gallico’ Satevepos! mn, 
‘"T was the Night Before & sf 3. 


‘taken by Columbia. 


and | 


when Judge Knox also dismissed the | 


Plaintiff | 


| studio, 





} 


production and that costs would not | 
be curtailed. He said the firm would 
make 32 features this season. 

Levine will remain at the studio to 
complete production on ‘Jim Hanvey, 
Detective,’ and ‘Hit Parade.’ He will 


| 


companies as a unit producer. 





French-Buell’s Sextet 


Hollywood, Feb. 9. 

Blackstone Productions has been 
organized by L. A. French, former 
general manager of the Hal Roach 
and Jed Buell, indie pro- 
ducer, to make six features for sum- 
mer release. 

Buell has been turning out Fred 
Scott mesquiters for Spectrum, hav- 
ing the crooner under personal con- 
tract. Company will headquarter 
temporarily at RKO-Pathe studio in 
Culver City. 

‘Moon Over Mulberry Street,’ 
stage play which closed in New York 
recently, has been acquired by 
Blackstone and will serve as the out- 
fit’s first picture. Indie producer try- 
ing to borrow Henry Armetta for 
top spot. 








Steve Eller, Tom Brandon 
To Be Exam. Before Trial 


N. Y. Supreme Court Justice John 
E. McGeehan decided Thursday (4) 
that Stephen H. Eller, president of 
the H. E. R. Laboratories, Inc., and 
of Aladdin Pictures Corp., and Tom 
Brandon, treasurer of Garrison Film 
Distributors, Inc., must appear for 
the 


orp. 
The action involves the rights to 
pictures made by Talking 


poration had turned over 32 nega- 
tives to H. E. R. Lab for printing and 
Lina now claims ownership to these 








negatives through assignment made 
by Epics. Plaintiffs ask $50,000 and 
$12,000 for rental of pictures for | 
one year. 

Defendants in answering the suit | 
claim H. E. R. obtained the negatives | 
through liens against Epics for work | 
done on the negatives. This com- | 
pany in turn sold the pictures to 
Aladdin, which in turn sold the ex- | 
hibition rights to Garrison. 





| 
Blaze on Par Lot | 


Hollywood, Feb. 9. 

Barbara Stanwyck, director Al 
Santell and 50 extras escaped injury 
when a minor fire broke out on a 
working set at Paramount studios 
this morning. Miss Stanwyck and} 
others appearing in the picture 
rushed to safety. 

Fire started when curtains 
blown against an open arc light. It 

is halted by the studio fire depart- 


were 


ment with but slight damage. 
RHR , 
WB TITLE SUIT FOR 15G 
Federal Judge Patterson yester- 
lay (Tuesday) signed an _ order 


ringing in the Vitagraph, Inc., and 


Vitaphone, Inc., as co-defendants in 
the $15,000 suit brought by May 
MacFadden, widow of Edward Es- 
ynd author of the play ‘Girl 
Sensible! 
Plaintiff uing to recover on 
) i that plaintiffs used the title 
ff her h yand’s play on a picture 


} VARIETY’: 


Studio Unions 


Carve Closed 
Shop Demands 


Hollywood, Feb. 9. 
Steering committee of six union 
officials representing 14 studio locals 
will meet tomorrow (Wednesday) to 
discuss 


demands 


preliminary plans to present 
for studio recognition at the 


forthcoming labor meeting to be held 


in New York next month 

Various meetings have been held 
within the last few weeks to devise 
ways for the unions not recognized 
by the studios to present plans for 


a 100% closed shop for all workers. 
Plan is to make this demand as a 
group and not to ask for individual 
agreements. 


Those expected to attend the 
meeting tomorrow are Kenneth 
Thomson, representing the Screen 
Actors Guild and the California 
State Labor Federation; Al Speede 
of the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, local 40; R. D. 


Kohl, Hollywood Painters, local 644: 
Cliff Mace, studio carpenters, local 
946; Charles W. Elrod, of the makeup 


and scenic artists, local 621 and 731, 


and Bert Offord of the Associated 
Picture Costumers, local 18067. 











JAMES 
McCALLION 


IN THE 
THEATRE GUILD’S 


‘BUT FOR THE 
GRACE OF GOD’ 


AT THE 


GUILD THEATRE 
NEW YORK 


The Critics said: 
JOHN MASON BROWN, 
N. Y. Eve Post 
‘EXCELLENT.’ 
ROBERT COLEMAN, 
N. ¥. Daily Mirror 
‘OUTSTANDING,’ 


CILBERT, 
World-Telegram: 


‘A TALENTED YOUTH.’ 
BROOKS ATKINSON, 
N. Y. Times 
‘PUNGENT ACTING,’ 


ROBERT BENCHLEY, 


New Yorker 


‘ESPECIALLY GOOD,’ 


DOUGLAS 
N. X. 


IOHN ANDERSON, 
N YY. KEve Journal 
‘AFFECTING, SHARP, 
IMAGINATIVE,’ 
Bt MANTLE, 
Daily News 


‘REALIZES PART AS COM- 
PLETELY AS AUTHOR 
COULD DEMAND,’ 


‘SPLENDID JOB, ASSIGN- 
MENT CARRIER KEEN 
THROUGHOUT EVERY 
PAGE OF THE ACTING 
BOOK—HE TAKES EVERY- 


THING IN STRIDE.’ 
@ 
DIRECTION: 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
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Fle fl = —_ ———— = amt. 
Me in 
fm 6«CS ’ 9 , ‘ DENVER 
but If they Dont Lake Up My Uption || 4» Artis Fctirse a 
# ‘a an. 7 ‘ an. Jan. 28 
} con oe Rg + ill a —— Plainsman Mind Your 
: ° ollywood, Feb. 9. (1,500; 25-35-40 ; t $4,000 Busine: 
By Joe Laurie, Jr. Pie tossers in films have lost || High. $16,000 (2d week) | (3d week) $4,000 
their art. Low.. _1,700 
ad fai ’ DENVE me 
Well, here I am, gong to Holly- | back east go nuts? Eh, acting don’t 1 eS eee teen eae (2,4); sabi ~~ ~~ ts ae pod ‘tome = 
wood. I wonder should I have taken | last long, I’d better stick to writing. face for a scene in Republic’s High, $27,700 $10,500 $11,500 $12,000 $8,500 
some heavier clothes; they say it’s | Anyway, I don’t believe those stars ‘Steel.’ Director Bill Nigh came Low.. 3,000 (Major Bowes 
cold out there. Ah, maybe it's pub- | get the dough that they say they do; through with a perfect strike Unit) 
licity stuff from Florida. Well, any- | it’s a lot of publicity stuff for the ; ORPHEUM After Thin Thin Man Camille Girl from 
way, I have enough clothes with me | yokels. At that I know a lot of guys 2.080; 25-05-99) Man and and Paris 
to last me until they take up my | made big dough out there, they must them a ring and see how they act.| High. $20,000 and Spanky Mad Holiday , and 
option, and if they do take it up I | or they can’t live the way they do, That's what I'm afraid of, maybe| Low.. 2,000 General $6,000 ’ | Sinner Take 
can get some clothes out there. They | with a half dozen cars, big homes | they'll just ACT. opeak | All 
have some hot looking stuff out | and throw big parties. Well, maybe | Why should I worry? Here I am | ———~____ | — : = |= $6,200 _ 
there, judging by the clothes the | they are in debt over their heads; I| With a swell contract and a fine train | moran More Than |White ad Great P od Chan at Race 
guys come back with. think I'll just get a room somewheres | with lovely scenery and I'm sitting} (2,900; 25-40) oe Beloved Case = Black | — 
Well, one thing I am going to do, where nobody will bother me. A lot| here worrying what’s going to hap- High. $22,000 Slalom Vagabond Cat Crack-Up 
I'm not going in for any of that of the boys told me they hide away pen. . I m acting like a kid; If they Low.. 1,200 $5,000 $3,000 $4,000 | $3,000 
social stuff. If you got what they | and don't put their phone numbers wey wee my — Fo he —_ east. — ane , a - — 
want, they'll buy it without my run- | in the book, so nobody will bother ve gotten along without them 50) 
ning around with all my bosses. | them when they’re’ writing. Well | far, I can do it again. ..But if they | MONTREAL 
And if you get too friendly with | maybe I better go to a big hotel for | do take up the option I'll be all set ee ee —— 
them, they pay you off in friendship | the first few weeks until they take | and put away my dough. I won't be! —“Sa5ane — | ee —_— ee CLC. 28 es 
and that ain’t what I’m going out | up my option, that will show the boss | like a lot of those guys out there,| (700: 50) **$10000 ——_ Lloyds One in Million 
for. I got enough friends now. 1I| that I got some dough and I don’t| ¢"d up without a dime.. ‘Then I can) wigh. $18,000 $10,000 eek cea $10,000 
want those California bucks. | have to take any guff from anybody. a a ranch rage big — 'Low.. 4,500 a 
Maybe some of the boys are right | Maybe later on I'll get one of those | With a swimming pool, tennis courts | ~GAapiITOL —Gellece |\Sine Me Love | ~puinsaas | > 
when they say you don’t wee qa nice big homes with a swimming and maybe buy myself a string of (2,700; 50) Holiday of = Prs10000 ae 
chance if you don’t go social . | pool, it don’t cost so much... living | T@ce horses. . .say, I may end up with | High. $30,000 and and : ’ 
| they tell me you got to go to the |is very cheap out there, if a guy | 4 Supervisor's job or some other big; Low.. 5,100 Accusing /|Case of Black 
racetracks and gamble, be seen at | don't fly too high...but I hear you job like that. ..say, Fm sitting pein | $6500 10 
the night clubs and restaurants, and | g0tta pay for the water in the swim- I should worry. . San a — Oe eee 
get yourself invited to the big shots’ | Ming pool extra...that adds up... But if they shouldn't take up my} oor = | ae from) Garden of Allah Girl from — 
homes, so if any jobs come up, they | Well maybe a house without a swim- | OP"0M.-. | High. $25,000 | ‘and oe — — 
got you in mind ... Oh, nuts. Well, | Ming pool would be alright to start Low.. 3,500| Man Lived Thickens ite an 
maybe for the first week I'll go | with...I guess if you haven't got aif New ‘Cassid s Ho ed | "|" "Twiee PIos10.000 (2d week) i _ 
aca so they can see me and | swimming pool they think you're a} y PP | $7,000 $6,000 
now ‘m in town. Maybe the col- | louse. Nuts to them. I'm going to j LOEW’S | Smartest Girl Chas. Chan at _~ 
umnists will use my name, it don’t | live my own life. I’m going out there $10,000 Per Each at Par | (3,200; 50) | $12,000 Opera pointes easy _— 
hurt ... Gee, I wonder will the boys | to work, not to play. Of course a <a | High. $20,000) (Manhattan $11,000 $8,800 
I knew so well back east, that I used | guy has got to have a little fun Hollywood, Feb. 9. | Low.. 3,000 Scandals (Cuban (Hollywood 
to pal around with, give me a | sometimes, too. Harry Sherman will produce bua | | Uait) Revels Unit) | Follies Unit) 
tumble? Oh mie they will wit ? arry 1~rman wi pre uce Six | res 2 Stage Show ) 
they find out Tm wort 4 q en T suppose when they find out I| more ‘Hopalong Cassidy films for = = ~- —-——- 
Fat encthin ing an on't | can’t play bridge nobody will invite | next season under his new deal with | 
y 8. me out. I’d rather sit ground with| Paramount which has upped the MINNEAPOLIS 
I don’t believe what they say | the boys and punch the bag and | budget $10,000 for each of the series. | J e702 o a? 
about guys turning Hollywood; why | get some laughs...There’s a lot of| Producer will turn out one @/ WINNESOTA | a <om. a Jan. 21 __ Janu. 28 
should a guy act any different out | guys out there that can’t play bridge | month with new writers added to| (4 900; 35-40-«0) | wai0008 After Thin Camille Beloved 
there than they do back east? Well,| ...they must do something, so I'll| speed production. Sherman has| wigh. $45,000 tie $13,000 $9,000 Enemy 
at that, I know a lot of the guys | stick with them. I wonder will some| three more to go on this year’s|Low.. 5,000 ' $5,500 
id, but they weren’t right guys | of my pals call me up to have din- | schedule. j ; " — 
- = —. Ah, the best thing to | ner with them? I Pn they ater ane “Wai Er Sens a Come aad Get Charge Light 
0 is to mind my own business and | too busy. Wher. I’m ready to leave : : High. $25,000 2,01 ay . yy 
stay by myself. And I'm not going | ll ont Bice «agit ge Riel gp Local-Coloring in N.O. | Bip. Sono | | Gu t00 — awe ae 
around trying to be smart and tell they just heard I was in town. I New Orleans, Feb. 9. Follies Unit) 
a lot of gags. +s they'll cop ’em and | know that one. Well maybe I won't Universal crew arrived Thursday (Stage Show) | 
add ’em to their files. Most of those | leave; maybe they'll take up the op- (4) to lens scenes of French quarter, LYRIC Dodsworth Ladies in 3 Men on a Pigski 
fellers write with files . . . and I tion; then I can look around for a| Mardi Gras and historical points for | 10: Soe and Love “Horse Parade 
must remember not to show any- big house with a couple of Japa pix based on New Orleans. Crew | High. $25,000 Polo Joe $1,800 $2,000 and 
body my files. Oh. nuts. I'll : * | |includes Bruce Manning, former lo- | Low.. 2,500 $2,400 (2d run) (2d run) Pennies from 
Gee, I hope they like me: well. | the best eta " rad to myself, that’s | 6a) reporter, who is now scripter (Split week) Heaven 
what the hell, if they don’t, I'll come | uv alricht ond if thee don’t. cariche | 224, assigned to adapt yarn for pro- $2,000 
back with some real dough. | up alright and if they don't, alright, | quction; Morrie Ryskind, producer, | —gpaqE | ~siow —. __ (Split) 
| too. I'll bet when they see me in a|/ and Mrs. Ryskind: Charles Spauld-! @: ATE Stowaway Winterset Here Comes Career 
Gee, what suckers those guys are | big house with tennis courts, swim- | j Pes a oe | ee eee $4,000 and Carter Woman 
to stick out here. Who would want to | ming pools and stuff like that, they'll | eter) cameraman eng Milton | High. $17,000 All-American and and 
live out there all the time? Sunshine | come around me » Mey ™ | Krasna, cameraman, and others. | Lew.. see Chump Wanted: Jane King of 
and heat, it gets a guy lazy and you yet spree bett ie ‘ ; Plan to remain here for two weeks. $3,000 Turner Hockey 
can’t write or do nothin’...at that, | ¢, nd ton er Cali Up: a lew O Walter Plunkett, RKO costume de- $2,500 $2.000 
Sieh “ot Dams ane write all the 08 sito bo pe see’ ont think | signer, also here doing research for Pee ae 
ica’. Wert ih andes Gnd eau | ani note Gee eee ate ae | rene With the Wind’ Libraries, PITTSBUR 
Cite @ chenaes Ab heh tetely, I gp hh a re, should be sore,| museums and old book stores here GH 
eat stand the e680 oe aust ost aren ik pei — —- _ being combed for data on sets and Jan. 7 Jan. 14 Jan. 21 Jan. 28 
used to. .that hot sun is good for you | ay” jet ’em call me. Well ri ars.| costumes. Will be in city another PENN_ After Thin Camille College Garden of 
...but not too much of it...well, it’s : ML. give | week. SOR: SSae-e) Man $25,000 Holiday Allah 
cool nights there anyway...And High. $41,000 $31,909 $11,500 $16,009 
some of the boys have some beauti- e Lew.. __3,800 
ful wees ae aarvetite and it makes omparative rosses or anuary WARNER Wanted: Jane After Thin Camille We Whe Are 
a great flash...I wonder what I can ie oe an 500 About to Die 
get a Jap to sort of be a valet to High. $29,000 and $11,000 (2d run) and 
me for? And, what do I want with os - a ~ = Smart Biende 
a valet? I wouldn't let a guy put on (Continued from page 10) "ea.l00 $5,008 
th my socks for anything...but he can SEATTLE STANLEY | Rainbow on | Mind Your | God’sCountry| Girl from 
tes serve the drinks and stuff like that. (3,600; 25-40-60) River Own Business and Wo P i 4 
i Well, I'll find out what they cost— Yan. 7 Jan. 14 Jan. 21 Jan. 28 | High. $48,300| — $20,000 $14,500 $15,500 $17,000 
4 maybe I'll get one...just for a week | FIFTH AVE. After Thin Thin Man 3 Smart Girls| Smart Girls |Low..  3,200)| (Clyde Lucas|(Benny Davis (Holly wood (Fats Waller 
or so, and if they take up my option , ‘7-1; 24-37-42) Man $8,200 and an | Orch.) Stardust Hotel Revue) Orch.) 
I'll keep him on. High. $26,000 $13,000 (2d week) Tundra Tundra (Stage Show) Revue) * 
I'd like to meet some of the big | Son. 2,500 (9 days) $7,900 on com . 
stars, not that I give a damn, but | week, 
lll get a slatline a hein ond | PARA Plain Rainb Girl t G vane KANSAS CITY 
: | - sman nbow on irl from reat Gu — 
gedhag a . oe yer | MOUNT om aa Paris aid y Jan. 7 Jan. 14 Jan. 21 ___ Jan. 28 
they'll think I h ys ; - | (3,106; 16-21-32) | Luckiest Girl and and Under Your | MIDLAND Camille Garden of | Pennies from Beloved 
y ink I was hanging out with High. $57,800| in World Flying Mind Your Spell nega ote $14,800 Allah Heaven Enemy 
all the biggies. Nuts..I know some |Low.. 3,400] $11,400 Hostess | Own Business $4,800 High. $35,100 and and and 
swell smallies to hang out with and | ay $5,300 $5,200 Low.. 5,100 Sinner Take | Counterfeit Women in 
10-to-1 they're better guys than the | “LIBERTY | Pennies from| Pennies Garden of Allah All Lady Distress 
r een. bet it won't wart to be seen | oa yp Heaven and Allah $4,400 ar at = $10,200 $13,500 $8.500 
ie with the big guys and I may give | High. $12,600 and Nome $8,200 (2d week, 6 N- lainsman (3 Smart Girls| Girl from | One in Million 
4 them an idea for a picture and you ,Low.. 1,700/ North of $3,400 / days) ner as — seis yt aoe’ 
re can never tell—I may get in that way. ome (3d_week) High, $35,000 $7,000 
whet ‘the hell Bsr Bag yeh pone (2d_week) tw ae 
at wiske good. it’s the bod MUSIC BOX| Stowaway College Romeo and | OneinMillio| NEWMAN College Great Guy | Rainbow on | Sing Me a 
At that, there's a loi of big competi- | ,(1"% "tnnee| Chann @ Sorry Juliet act Bag Mg $6,800 River Love Song 
; . : gh. 9 na era a a ecusin : , ’ 7 
aug out wes bees 4 _ageme § got Low.. 1,700 400° a Low.. 3,300) (2d week) $7,500 $4,000 
e cream of the writers. .well, i (2d week) 5,000 UPTOWN |G ; ; rw : 
get a break I'll be as good as any many ae 2,040; 2-40) | ot 1957 nr34300 ROAD SHOW| 35.900 Y 
of them..of course they can’t ex- INDIANAPOLIS High. $11,000 $4,200 (10 days, 2d (2d run) 
pect me to start like a house afire — _ — | Low.. _1,500' _(2d_run) run) 
and burn up the town with my first | — Too |e an. 3 5 om ae ls Jan. on fan. 28 
script. I will have to wait to get the| FOR! old Diggers}3 Smart Girls | One in Million illion 
lay of the land and know what’s | mics Ganeee ¢ $4,500 PID oh wenk) PHILAD ELPHIA 
i? what.. at yee. a y of guys go out come. 1.200 $4, sae | Jan. 7 Jan. 14 Jan. 21 Jan. 28 - : 
1 there and start : big, then they | LYRIC Sing Me a |Chanat Opera) Once a Doctor | Black Legion ALDINE — Beloved Enemy Wings of | Men Are Not 
peter out, they give everything 0n | (2,99); 25-30-40)| Love Song $8,750 $10,500 $7,500 (1,300; 40-55-65) Enemy $12,000 Morning Gods 
their first shot. Well, I'll take things | High. $15,500 , (Folies (Marcus High. $16,830 $21,000 (2d week) $11,000 $10,000 
easy for awhile, that’s the best thing Low.. 1,800 (Vaude) D’Amour Revue) Low.. 2,760 bal oN aa oe 
to do. . ‘ Unit) ARLE =| Sing Me a |Smartest Girl| Crack-Up Mind Your 
Oh nuts, I’m not going to start| CIRCLE Plainsman Plainsman Winterset Man of (2,000; 25-40-50) | Love Song in Town $14,000 Business 
worrying n w. I know I can write | (2.800; 25-40) $9,250 $3,750 and Affairs High. $33,000 | $25,000 $16,500 $20,000 
better than Joe Ginkey, and he’s High. $26,000 (2d week) | Racing Lady and Low.. 10,500; ‘(Vaude) (|(N.T.G. Unit) (Fred Waring 
made a living out there for years,,;Low.. 1,700 $4,500 Woman Alone (8 days) Orch.) 
but I don’t think he gets what he $3,800 x FOX College | Holiday Girl from Mind Your 
tells me he gets. Maybe half. | LOEW’S Camille Garden of Romeo and Beloved 6,950; 60-55-68) Holiday $14,500 Paris Business 
Gee it would be funny. if some di-| | ‘2: 2-40) $8,400 Allah Juliet Enemy pop ery inn mg ' (2d week) $17,000 $15,000 
the High. $19,000 and and and ow. . , age Snow 
rector or producer grabs me on q)Low.. 2,000 Come Closer,| After Thin | Man Lived | STANLEY | One in Million| Plainsman Plainsman_ | 3 Smart Girls 
street and sez, you're the type, an Folks Man Twice (3,700; 40-55) $14,000 $18,000 $12,000 $16,500 
puts me in a picture and I make a $5,700 $10,000 $5,000 High. $48,000 
big hit. Oh, boy, wouldn’t that gang (Split week) \Low.. 3,800 
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j ‘So You Think You're Good—’ 


; Washington, Feb. 9. 
Somebody said radio announcers were just slicked-up versions of 


, the old time Main Street high pitch salesmen who did their stuff with 
| one eye looking down the street for brass buttons. This snippy re- 
mark has on one hand incensed the radio announcers and on the other 
the high pitch boys. Latter think radio spielers are phoney Oxford, 
parlor elocution anu sissies. 

Seeing the ballyhoo possibilities Station WJSV is putting on a de- 
bate. Larry Elliott will argue that the radio announcers have been 
insulted, and Harry Maier, super-pitchman, will argue that his breed 
has been insulted. Elliott got a prize once for polished diction. Maier 
admits he probably spouts inferior English but claims he can sell 
plenty of goods out of a satchel. 

Clash occurs tonight (Tues.). 
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AGENCIES ALTER SLING 


Cecil, Warwick & Legler, Neow— 


Tremendous—Negroes Get Blackman Into Compton, Ine. 


More Attention in Dixie 
—Everybody Vox Popping 


OTHER ITEMS 


Cecil, Warwick & Cecil is slated to 

| change its name to Cecil, Warwick 
& Legler to account for a new part- 

| ner, Henry Legler, who recently 
came over from J. Walter Thomp- 





son, while the Blackman Advertising, | 








ANOTHER EXPO 
MAN JOINS NBC 


Another person who was _ asso- 
ciated with Lenox R. Lohr in the 
operation of the Chicago World’s 
Fair has joined NBC in an executive 
capacity. Newcomer is Dwight Wal- 
lace, named manager of personnel 
in the network’s New York quarters. 

Wallace takes the spot made va- 
cant by C. W. Fitch, when he was 


recently appointed business manager | 


of the NBC program department. 
Fitch, like Wallace, was with the 
Chicago exposition, serving as as- 
sistant to Lohr. Both Fitch and 
Wallace had in the meantime ob- 
tained jobs with the housing di- 
vision of the WPA. 


MPPA Licsenh nae For 
Off - the - Air Recorders 
Up for N. Y. Negotiation 


Group of off-the-air recorders 


Trends, drifts and now fairly uni- 


Inc., moniker has already 


become | 


Benton & Bowles, B. B. D. & O. and 
Lord & Thomas Expanding 





Advertising agency business 
looked the past week as though it 
| were in the midst of a building 
| boom. Reconstruction operations 
were in process at Benton & Bowles, 
| Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborne, 
| Inc., and Lord & Thomas. 
| At B & B it’s a general overhaul- 
|ing of several of the offices, while 
the principal alteration at B. B. D. 
& O. involves realigning and deco- 
rating the research department so 
that it will have the appearance of 
an uptodate library, and serve also 
as a sort of show window for visit- 
ors. Ripping out and rebuilding in 
the Lord & Thomas quarters is tak- 
ing place on the 14th floor. 

Until recently J. Walter Thomp- 
son’s layout in the Graybar building 
was constantly undergoing some al- 
teration or another. Largely respon- 
sible for this was the agency’s effort 
to provide quarters for its expand- 
ing radio department. At the present 
time the Thompson radio is concen- 


trated in one section of the eleventh 
floor, 





JOLSON IN DRAMAS 


Chairman of the Music Publichess| ON AIRSHOW REVAMP 


Protective Association, to meet with | 





| outnumber all others in the sense of 


versal policies are indicated by the | Compton Advertising, Inc. Richard 
vast mass of data analyzed by | J. Compton, Jr., has been president 
Variery to arrive at the ratings in of the Blackman outfit for~ three 
the community showmanship survey | ¥€@"S- 
vrinted elsewhere in this issue. Fol- 
lowing summarizes some changes or 
tendencies noted: 

(1) Amateur programs for adults 


se tgmew apager bntedewsen oo A SPIELERS GO EXEC | 
scores of stations all over the land | AT WNBX SPRINGFIELD 
b 


are child amateurs—down to two 
years young. That makes for family idascnnitalote 
Schenectady, Feb. 9. 


interest, is easy to sell to local mer- | 
chants, fits in ideally mornings and f 
afternoons. Will probably be per- Peter Krug and Alan Parker have | 
manent type of program. | resigned as announcers at WGY here 
‘ ae to take executive positions under the | 
tremendous factor in station opera- 
ater _OPeTa-| new set-up at WNBX, Springfield, 
tion and a‘rich source of income. 
fall, will be business manager, and 
have been augmented by hockey, | | Parker naa, re Ha atinia er 
racing, basketball, golf, tennis and a | : s? 8 
: | WBNX’s persor it. r 
games. Many stations, largely small- All ree is. + in “ inca shone sag 
: ‘mer e yyees - 
watters with terrific competitive sit- aayictine . 


Blackman, who founded it in 1907, 
hasn't been with agency in 16 years. 


(2) Sports has definitely become a 
Football and baseball, the obvious, Vt. Krug joined WGY early last 
variety of obscure and even esoteric Four additional staffers will swell | 


uations, frankly designate themselves | neg Prato Be mgs o t ae 
sports stations and go after this type | t wachspel — ve nal t 4 wt ‘Waste = 
of following and sponsorship almost | PCRS ALCO, ae a 


| Newman, 


exclusively. 
; auditor. 


Sports remotes possibly | 


local importance, distance traveled, 
expenses incurred. 


United Press Service has replaced 
Trans-Radio at WBNX, the schedule 

(3) Owl programs such as all-night ; calling for five-minute news broad- 
revues show a tendency to increase. | casts every hour on the hour. 

(4) Negroes are getting more time,,; #2 —— 
more attention from stations and ad- 
vertiser 





of an auditing firm, the | 

















en 


him in his office to discuss the terms 


of the licensing contract which the | 


MPPA proposes to issue to this 
phase of the recording business. 
Those invited rate as the leaders in 
the indie field. 

Like the arrangements that Paine 
is working out with NBC, Columbia 
and the World Broadcasting System, 
the fees charged the small off-the- 
airers will be subject to negotiation. 
His purpose in bringing them in for 
a talk is to find out mainly how 
large a business they did during 
1936 so that the lump sum they are | 
to pay as a license for the current | 
year can be allocated. Of this 
amount 50% is to be paid upon the | 
signaturing of the agreement with 
the MPPA. Balance will be forth- | 
coming July 1. 

Copies of the MPPA off-the-air re- 
cording license agreement, as drawn | 
up by its counsel, Joseph V. McKee, 
have already been turned over to 
NBC. CBS and World. Under this 
agreement the licensee must furnish 
Paine with reports showing the 
names of all the musical composi- 
tions recorded. 

License form states that the re- 
cording right granted is limited 
strictly to such off-the-air master or 
platter and that no right of per- 
formance, nor of manufacture, nor 


any other right under the copyright | 


is hereby conveyed. 





NOW ITS SIR ADRIAN 





B.B.C. Musical Director Knighted by | 


King George VI 





London, Feb. 1 


First honors conferred by King! 


George VI were announced Jan. 31. 
Only one person associated with the 
amusement profession drew 
recognition. 

Rank of knighthood was awarded 


Dr. Adrian Boult, director of music | 


for the British Broadcasting Corp. 


However, Sir Derwent Hall Caine. | 


former Member of Parliament and a 
prominent member of the National 
Labor Party, was given the rank of 
barcnet. Nobody seems to remember 


that he was once an actor and played | 


legit sketches in 
America. 


vaudeville’ in 


royal | 


Hollywood, Feb. 9 southern states. A place for the race 
Al Jolson will get a chance to do} is being found. WPA has given col- 


Rinso broadcast. In revamping air-| at any time in history. 
show, Producer Cecil Underwood is 
devoting last 10 minutes to dramatics. | similar programs have mushroomed. 
Film names will be used in support- | This is a local echo of network spon- 
ing roles. sorship. In some cases the commer- 

First off will be ‘The Man Who| cials were inspired by the local ex- 
Knew Lincoln.’ Cast remains as is,| amples. Novelties have a distinct 
with musical portion crowded into! appeal to stations on the grounds of 
first half. (a) cheapness, (b) attention-getting 
publicity possibilities, (c) strong 
local flavor. 

(6) Federal government’s various 
bureaus get more free time for more 
varied purposes than any other 
groups. 

(7) Broadcasting of banquets, 

luncheon clubs, testimonials is now a 
| Peis act on the Rudy Vallee- conspicuous radio example of Ameri- 
Fleischmann show has apparently cana. Sometimes it’s personal with 
apeand the door wide for such turns management of the station: 
2 times because of community promi- 

WHO has Kenneth Spencer, ven- nence of speakers, guests or auspices. 
triloquist, set to do a guestee on the Or at noontime because a bunch of 
“argh . age aed pron Bene oe Frolic. musical Rotarians are about as good, 

e act Is bi as “Kenneth Spen- | 9 as bad, as anything else the sta- 
cer, ace of ventriloquists, and his tion would have to offer. 
boy friend, Jerry.’ Bergen intro- (8) Stations are _ self-conscious 
duced the idea of giving his dummy about phonograph record, boast of 
billing, Charlie McCarthy. transcription substitutes, go ga-ga 
with pride when able to adopt an all- 
} live talent policy for peak hours, etc. 

KWK Men in Smash-up (9) Newspaper-owned stations by 
St. Louis, Feb. 9. and large appear to enforce the most 
Three employees of station KWK | rigid copy standards on radio adver- 








Bergen Starts Something 


Des Moines, Feb. 9. 
Click of Edgar Bergen’s ventrilo- 











pital for injuries suffered in an auto| distinction from 
accident last week near Hayti, Mo.,| Tules). 

as they were on their way toCharles-| _‘10) An increasing 
ton, Mo., 
tions. Injured are Charles Stookey, | laboring classes, and play up matters 
| announcer; who suffered a compound of interest thereto. Meanwhile cen- 
| fracture of right arm and broken | sorship and civil liberties remain 
| right leg: Tom Dailey, announcer, | under constant scrutiny from a va- 
/cuts on face and chest, and James | riety of sources. 


Burke, chief engineer, lacerations on ames ‘ 
face and neck. 16 Mm. Show at 25¢ Admish 
By Irish Radio Meestro 


Other studio employees were 

rushed to flood scene to continue - 
Philadelphia. Feb. 9. 
manager of WDAS., 


| brodcasting. 
runs an [rish program. Last summer 
Carlton Smith, NBC's presidential} when on the ould sod he took plenty 
announcer, 
Belcher’s ‘Our Neighbors’ broadcast! teners on his program to come to 


network-imposed 





number of ra- 








eee | ae | Pat Stanion, 
} 


ington home of United States Sena-| the old homestead. 
tor Ryan Duffy. of Wisconsin. He got two bits a head. 


some straight acting on his Lifebuoy-| gred race more spending money than | 


(5) Vox Pop, man-on-street and | 


some- | 


are being treated in St. John’s Hos-| tisers of all local stations (making a) 


to broadcast flood condi- | di0, stations direct an appeal to the | 


signed on and off Jerry| of 16 mm. footage. He invited lis- 


Sunday afternoon from the Wash-| Moose Hall last week and see pix of, 


| vertisers and more opportunity to! UNKNOWN DRUNKS BUS 


SPENCER BENTLEY’S JAW 


Injuries suffered by Spencer Bent- 
ley, announcer for ‘Pepper Young’s 
Family,’ Procter & Gamble (Camay ) 

show last week, when attacked by 
| an unknown assailant, will keep him 
off the air for the next four to eight 
weeks. Blow inflicted by husky un- 
identified man as Bentley stood in 
front of his apartment on East 53rd 
| street (N. Y.) broke the 26-year-old 
| youth’s jaw. After he had been 
knocked down twice while going to 
the aid of his wife, who was being 
maltreated by members in a party of 
| four, young Bentley was rushed to 
| the Lenox Hill hospital, where it 
was found that he had suffered a 
severe fracture of the jaw and three 
or four burns on the face. Burns 
| were inflicted by tipsy woman in 
| party, using a cigarette. Bentley’s 
| wife suffered bruises and abrasions 
| of the head and shoulder. 


Police are still attempting to lo- 
| cate those involved in assault. Bent- 
ley is a nephew of Mrs. Harry B. 
Smith, formerly Irene Bentley, of 
musical comedy, and cousin of Irene 
Bentley, Jr.. who recently returned 
to N. Y. from the Coast, where she 
was in pictures. His mother is Alice 
Bentley, formerly of the legit stage 
and stock. 

















_ SPONSOR TRAINING GAMES 


Newark Ball Clab Warming Up To 
Be Broadcast 


spring baseball training games will 
_be attempted for first time this year 
by WNEW, N. Y., with General Mills | 
sponsoring coverage of six contests. 
These will be the Newark, Interna- | 
tional League. 
| Sebring, Florida. 
'gq south to cover the contests, and 
final arrangements on wire hook-ups 
are nearing completion. 


Broadcasts will be of Newark! 
games with Cincinnati, Brooklyn, 


| with the N. Y. Yankees. 


Regularly scheduled broadcasts of 


omubas ball games at| 
Earl Harper will | 


Boston Red Sox, Philadelphia (Amer- | 
ican League) and two encounters 


Mustn t Mention Blood, Knockdowns 
Or How the Fight Is Progressing 


Two days after the ring fatality 
which took the life of Tony Marino, 
the New York State boxing com- 
mission called in sports announcers 
from WHN and WNEW, N. Y., 
which stations have been most 
active recently in covering local 
| fistic contests, and ‘instructed’ them 
on proper procedure on fight de- 
scriptions. Request for toning down 
| some of word pictures was made in 
‘friendly spirit.’ 

Commission made it clear that the 
body had no objection to having ra- 
| dio announcers cover the ring bat- 
tles but suggested they tame down 
repeated use of word ‘blood’ and 
make sure they gave no opinion on 
possible outcome of contest. 

Comments of sports newscasters 
on the number of knockdowns in a 
single round and reference to the 
condition of boxers is responsible for 
the commission’s move. Sam Taub, 
| of WHN, and Earl Harper, of WNEW, 
were the announcers ‘instructed,’ 


DON DAVIS IN 
AUDITION TREK 
— TONY.C 











Kansas City, Feb. 9. 

Latest station showman to spawn 
a program idea for national atten- 
tion is Don Davis of WHB. Sev- 
eral recent examples in broadcasting 
of local stations putting over pro- 
| grams with advertising agencies ine 
| clude Arthur Church, also of this 
burg; Allen Campbell of WXYZ, 
Detroit; Donald Flamm of WMCA, 
New York and station KFWB, Hole 
ly wood. 

Davis, last year the travel king, 
this year (on the side) the ice care 
nival Barnum, heads east next week 
with Capt. W. G. Moore. Will un- 
drape new action serial built on the 
aeronautical exploits of Capt. Moore, 
speed and altitude wiz, Serial bears 
the title ‘Howie Wing’ and under- 
takes to make the kids whistle and 
move closer. 

Due in New York Feb. 15 to audi- 
tion for agencies. 


Heywood Broun on WCAU; 
Says ‘Fire Me If I’m N.G’; 
May Move to Philadelphia 


Philadelphia, Feb. 9. 

Heywood Broun, Scripps-Howard 
columnist, will start a new series of 
programs over WCAU tomorrow 
night (10) and will ‘probably move 
to Philadelphia,’ he said. He will air 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
nights at 10:30. Sponsored by Pep 
Boys, local auto supply outfit. 

Program will be 15-minute spiel in 
manner of his daily column. Sponsor 
and station said he will be absolutely 
free in choice of subjects and opinion. 

Broun toid Stan Lee Broza, WCAU 
program director, he ‘would like to 
live nearer Washington.’ Also has 
son at Swarthmore College, and it is 
thought this may have influenced his 
moving here. 

Account was landed for station by 
Jimmy Coyle, who also hooked 
| Wheaties and Atlantic Refining air- 

ings. Reports are that Broun refused 
to sign contract, telling station it 
, could jug him whenever it felt pro- 
gram wasn't m\‘1ing 

Bob Street, commercial manager, 
| said this is first program WCAU ever 
sold without auditioning. 














Ricardo Rondelli, tenor, styled the 
‘Queen's Minstrel’ on the Etro pro- 
gram for General Pharmacal Co., 
during past six months on WLW, 
Cincinnati, has returned to New 


York, the series having concluded. 
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30 VARIETY 
Chain | from Time Sal 
NBC 
1937 1936 1935 1934 
SOMURES. sae ss cece Not Reported $2,681,815 $2,895,037 $2,391,667 
CBS 
1937 1936 1935 1934 
SORURTT ck0s cctsives $2,360,740 $1,901,023 $1,768,949 $1,405,948 
MUTUAL 
1937 1936 
JANUATY ceccccccrccess -Hl8MI02 $166,266 

















Columbia in Smash 


Start for 1937; 


Did $2,360,740 in Time Sales 





we 


Columbia Broadcasting System 
started off the current year with a 
gross turnover of $2,360,740 in time 


sales. Figure represents a boost of 
24.2% over the take for January, 
1936. NBC figures for January had 


not been compiled by press time yes- 
terday (Tuesday). 

Mutual bettered its previous Jan- 
uany gross by 12%. For the past 
month it was $187,363, while the year 
before the tally for January .was 
$166,266, 

Reflected in the CBS jump to a 
major degree is the strides taken by 
the network’s daytime business. Co- 
lumbia’s January total of a year ago 
was $1,901,023. In 1935 it was $1,768,- 
949 and in ’34, $1,405,948. 


GOVT SHOULD 
HAVE STATION 
—CELLER 


Washington, Feb. 9. 


Initial experiment in government- 
owned radio broadcasting was pro- 
posed last week by Representative 
Emanuel Celler of New York with 











a bill authorizing erection of a $700,- 
000 Federation transmitter to carry 
educational program to Central and 
South America. 


Assailing private interests which 
have tried to block such develop- 
ments, Celler proposed that the pro- 
jected ‘Pan American Radio Station’ 
use three short waves reserved for 
governmental use under interna- 
tional conventions and pump out en- 
tertaining and educational matter 
which would be rebroadcast by 
transmitters in Latin America. Sta- 
tion would be managed by the Navy 
Department, with U. S. Education 
Commissioner serving as program 
director. 

Bill contemplates a 100% non- 
commercial venture. With an annual 
fund of $100,000, operators would be 
prohibited from carrying any com- 
mercial advertising, although private 
interest would be encouraged to co- 
operate in operation of the trans- 
mitter. Education Commissioner 
would censor all programs offered 
by commercial licenses to make cer- 
tain none ‘directly, indirectly or re- 
motely’ involve any sponsor propa- 
ganda. 

Outlining his objectives, Celler as- 
serted the plan has the backing of 
responsible officials in many depart- 
ments as well as the specific appro- 
val of President Roosevelt. He listed 
the Interior Department, Agriculture 
Department, FCC, Pan-American 
Union, and National Committee on 
Education by Radio among his 
supporters. 


ASCAP Radio Gestures 


Baltimore, Feb. 9. 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers has notified 
all regional reps in the areas washed 
by the flood to rebate fees to li- 
censees whose property has been 
damaged to the extent close-down 
was necessary. Also to wipe clean 
the slates when licensees have been 
washed out. 

ASCAP also donated $3,000 to the 
Flood Relief Fund, and $3,000 to the 
Red Cross. 
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WIRE, IND’POLIS, REVAMPS 


Richard Morenus, Nan Dorland, G. H. 
Engelter Join Station 








Indianapolis, Feb. 9. 
Yesterday (8) was the first day at 
WIRE for Richard Morenus, Nan 
Dorland, and George H. Engelter, ad- 
ditions to the staff of Eugene C. Pul- 
liam’s station here. 


Richard Morenus, agency man 
with experience in Ft. Wayne, Chi- 
cago, and New York, has been placed 
in charge of sales by Pulliam, with 
Robert Bausman to handle local 
sales, 

Nan Dorland, who also came from 
New York to WIRE with Morenus, 
will be in charge of all women’s 
activities at the local NBC outlet, in- 
cluding all women’s programs. 

George H. Engelter, formerly traf- 
fic manager of the Iowa Network, 
will handle all traffic for WIRE, and 
also will assist in commercial sales. 

Lewis Reid, of William Rankin 
agency, takes Morenus’ place with 
Schillin agency, New York, next 
Monday (15). Reid formerly was 
program director at WOR from 1929 
to 1935. 

Nan Dorland is Mrs. Morenus. 


WLW BACK TO 500 KW: 
FIRE DAMAGE REPAIRED 


Cincinnati, Feb. 9. 


All radio stations here renewed 
regular operating schedules last 
week, when the flood crisis ended. 
WLW, which was cut to 50,000 watts 
for 11 days, due to electric power 
curtailment, jumped back to 500,000 
watts Thursday (4), 

At the same time normal current 
was restored to WCKY, which got 
its juice from a Diesel engine for a 
week of the emergency, on account 
of line washouts. 

Crosley’s studios in the home plant 











on Arlington street, which was dam- 
aged by fire Jan. 24, will be reopened 
this week. For the past fortnight all 
originating WLW and WSAI pro- 
grams were handled in their auxili- 
ary studios in the Union Central an- 
nex, Third and Vine, in the down- 
town section. 





Olive Sharman to Tour 
U.S.A. on Leave of Absence 


Detroit, Feb. 9. 

Olive Sharman, program producer 
and continuity writer at WJR for 10 
years, leaves late this month on an 
extended tour to study radio food 
merchandizing. Will return to WJR 
in fall, following coupla months’ rest 
in Maine. 

Miss Sharman, who as ‘Mrs. Page’ 
has conducted a home economics 
program daily over WJR for more 
than eight years, will contact sta- 
tions, stores, other home economists, 
etc., in an effort to find a way to 


food producers and store outlets. 
She’ll do some work for station by 
remote, while on trip. 


In Right Mood 


Lincoln, Feb. 9. 

KFOR is re-broadcasting one of the 
WLW, Cincy, programs called ‘Moon 
River.’ Reginald B. Martin, station 
manager, picked up the idea after 
hearing it done in New Orleans on a 
recent trip there. 

Receptiveness to a program of that 
type may be directly traceable to the 








trip being his honeymoon. 


create a better cooperation between | 


Louisiana Top Court 
Reverses Judgment in 
Favor of Hello World Co. 


New Orleans, Feb. 9. 

A $21,250 judgment, which the 
Hello World Broadcasting Co., for- 
mer operators of radio. station 
KWKH in Shreveport, obtained in 
Caddo parish district court against 
the presen. operators, International 
Broadcasting Co., was annulled and 
dismissed by the Louisiana State Su- 
preme Court here. 

In dismissing the cuit, the supreme 
court said it was of the opinion that 





plication of the iaw, ¢ 
evidence.’ 

According to the record in the 
proceedings, the Hello World Broad- 
casting Corp. in 1933 sold the radio 
station to International fo. $50,000 
cash, plus $5,000 ‘time on the station.’ 
E aintiff company contended that 
one of the principal motives of the 
sale was the obligation on the part 
of the International company to 
operate KWKH ‘upon its licensed 
clear channel wave length of 850 
kilocycles.’ 

Hello Wcrld Co., throvgh its presi- 
dent, W. K. Henderson, conteded that 
International violated terms of the 
contract by entering into an agree- 
ment with WWL, the Loyola station 
in New Orleans, whereby the de- 
fendant relinquished and assigned 
the clear channel wave length of 
KWKH on 850 kilocycles, and re- 
ceived in turn $25,000 in cash, and 
an assigned frequency to go on the 
air on the wave of 1,100 kilocycles 
full time, subject to approval of the 
Federal Commission. 


Luckies Stress 
Tact in Lining 
Testimonials 


well as the 








Washington, Feb. 9. 

Lucky Strikes is going to elaborate 
precautions in its present testimo- 
nial campaign in which United 
States senators will give statements 
to be incorporated in newsprint dis- 
plays and read over the air on the 
‘Hit Parade.’ In no case will a Sen- 
ator actually talk on radio. About 
12 solons in all are included. 

Innovation of testimonials from 
law-makers requires a good deal of 
tact in approach and carry-through. 
Luckies, through Lord & Thomas, 
first sounded high political authority 
to ascertain if there could be any 
objection. Senators’ fame as public 
speakers made them 4 logical group 
along with actors and lecturers, etc., 
to tie-in the ‘easy on your throat’ 
emphasis. 

Some senators do not smoke. These 
may be asked to visit the American 
Tobacco factories and comment on 
what they see. 


CHI STATION NEWSMEN 
FORM AN ASSOCIATION 


Chicago, Feb. 9. 

Local chapter of the Association of 
Radio News Editors and Writers was 
organized here last week under the 
aegis of John von Kronkhite. Some 
22 radio news writers of Chicago 
were in for the special organization 
luncheph held last Friday (5) at the 
Morrison hotel. 

Group voted to join the national 
association and to hold meetings 
every two weeks to aid in the na- 
tional’s plan to foster progress and 
development of radio news writers 
and writing. Committee was ap- 
pointed to set up special local by- 
laws and nominate slate of officers 
for the Chicago chapter. On this 
committee are von Kronhite, Julien 
Bentley of WLS, Truman Bradley of 
WEBM, Al Hollander of WJJD and 
a representative of each of the vari- 
ous press associations. 

National organization in its two 
weeks of life has already a member- 
ship of 100 with the addition of the 
Chicago group. 











Schillin Takes a Boat 


A. B. Schillin, head of Schillin 
agency, leaves this week by boat 
for Havana and Panama. 

He is accompanied by Hy Levy, 
of Hy Levy Agency, Newark, and 
Henry Wolf, president of Wolf cos- 
J metic stores, 
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Inside Stufi—Radio 


Additional funds for the Federal Communications Commission to cover 
increased chores in connection with safety-at-sea laws were voted last 
week by the House but no increase in appropriations of the Broadcast 
Division was authorized. Next year’s allowance is $1,604,000, jump of 
$154,000 over regular appropriation for the current period. 

Although the Broadcast Division attempted to wangle more money out 
of the Treasury, the House Appropriations Committee stuck with the 
Budget Bureau which refused to recommend extra personnel to handle 
radio matters. Chairman Eugene O. Sykes of the division told the com- 
mittee his branch is ‘not able to keep as current as we would if we had 
more personnel’ without getting the necessary cash to expand the force. 

Increased appropriation is due entirely to greater volume of work re- 
lated with enforcement of new regulations requiring merchant marine 
to carry reliable radiotelegraph equipment. With added funds, commish 





the jury ‘manifestly erred in its ap- | will take on 11 inspectors and spend $54,000 for new motoring equipment. 





Lord & Thomas last week declared that it had not recognized the validity 
of the complaint made by Words & Music, Inc., about the non-inclusion 
of the latter’s tune, ‘The Night Is Young,’ in the Lucky Strike Hit Parade. 
Counsel for W & M had conferred with L & T’s office attorney on the 
publisher’s charge that the passing up of the song from the program's 
list of seven hits for several weeks had been unfair and had had an unf 
vorable effect on the tune’s sale of sheet music. 

Agency also denied that it had promised to recheck the account’s method 
of rating the hits. All that its counsel had assured the W & M attorney, 
added the agency, was the publisher’s grievances would be taken under 
consideration and a report of the conference relayed to the agency's 
research department. 


a- 





Revision of resolution authorizing Congressional probe of the broad- 
casting industry and the Federal Communications Commission was dropped 
in the legislative hopper Friday (29) by Congressman William P. Connery, 
Jr., of Massachusetts. Latest measure differs from the original only in 
phraseology and is prompted only by reasons of strategy. Chief difference 
is that more fire is directed against alleged radio monopolies and attention 
is diverted from the commish. This will not prevent the contemplated 
committee from turning its guns on the F. C. C. as well as on the webs. 
In fact, Connery is just as anxious to grill members of the government 
agency as he is to get broadcasters on the witness stand. The perfected 
resolution is due to get approval, with Chairman O’Connor of the Rules 
Committee, to which the proposition was referred, saying Connery’s re- 
quest undoubtedly will be granted in due time. 





Reluctance of Federal Communications Commission to chastise broad- 
casters who air offensive programs has agitated several members of Con- 
gress. With Catholics still mentioning ‘Mexican incident,’ Chairman Eu- 
gene O. Sykes of the Broadcast Division recently received a short but 
pointed grilling about the way the Commish pigeonholes complaints about 
program quality. 

Decline in the amount of offensive material has taken place in the past 
year, although the Commish has not punished any stations, Sykes told the 
House Appropriations Committee. Bleats last year numbered 75 to 100. 
Sykes said situation is better than previously due to closer tab maintained 
by the commish during 1936. 





Transfer of KMPC (Beverly Hills) from the S. A. Scherer estate to 
G. A. Richards of Detroit may have difficulty getting the commission’s 
blessing in view of the recent fuss kicked up in Washington on fancy 
price tags. Sale price of $125,000 against the transmitter’s physical valua- 
tion of $50,000 would put the commissioners in the middle. Fear another 
volley from Representative Wigglesworth of Massachusetts. Understood 
that unless FCC okays the transfer by April 1 the sale is off, which, it is 
said, would suit the Scherer estate as of late the station has been turning 
a tidy profit since Lewis Allen Weiss several months ago instituted a new 
operation policy. 





Murder of Jerry Buckley, which occurred six years ago when WMBC, 
Detroit, commentator was at the height of his vice crusading, may be 
solved at the trial of Leonard (Black Leo) Cellura, which opens in Detroit 
next Tuesday (16) in Recorder’s Court. 

Cellura, who gave himself up last summer after being sought six years, 
denied the Buckley slaying, but promised to tell all at his trial for the 
murder of William Cannon and George Collins, Chicago gangsters, shortly 
before Buckley was slain. Cellura formerly owned the Kit Kat Club in 
downtown Detroit. 





Monday ‘tea party program,’ conducted by Betty Hudson of WJSV 
(Washington), copped off a Senator’s daughter this week as official 
ourer. 
a = Harrison, daughter of Mississippi’s Senator Pat Harrison, 
chairman of the powerful Senate Finance Committee, was guest of honor 
and assisted Miss Hudson in the cup-filling ceremonies. WJSV studio 
teas have become popular in the Capitol, with listeners invited from 
4:30 to 5:30 p. m. Program is broadcast by Miss Hudson between bites. 





Frank M. Smith, sales manager of WLW and WSAI, rates some sort of 
record in radio for his part as groomsman. Last week he was second man 
for the wedding of a pal in South Carolina. Less than a month ago he 
filled the same role for the wedding of Bob Jennings, his assistant, to a 
daughter of Powel Crosley, Jr. Though still under the 30-year mark, 
Smith has played the part of best man at 14 knot-tyings. He’s single. 





On inauguration day of President Roosevelt the American Minister to 
Holland broadcast from the village of Oud Vossemeer regarding the 
Dutch descent of the President. This speech, sent out from Town Hall 
in that village, where probably the ancestors of the President hail from. 
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Tacoma, Feb. 9. 
With station KMO paying the re- 
vised judgment entered in the Harold 
Porter, salesman, trial on commis- al Feb. 9 
sions claimed due after his dis-| pit. Seeadeaitinn eo a 
charge by the station in the amount nounces that from Feb. 8 on all 
Alexandra Palace Television trans- 
Missions will be on the Marconi sys- 
; tem, which indicates that the Baird 


of $200, the case is closed as far as 
system has been temporarily shelved. 


both parties are concerned. Leo 
Teats, attorney, advised his client, 
Published pro;¥ams and receiving 
sets now in’ operation will not be 


Carl Hayman, manager of the station, 
affected, 














to pay the judgment and forget the 
matter, since the Washington Broad- | 
casters Association, which entered | 
the case as ‘friend of the court,’ 
showed no willingness to take it up 
higher, 


Originally a jury found for the 





Farley Banquet on Air 


Jim Sauter lined up Lawrence 





plaintiff Porter in the sum of $500 
but the trial judge revised the 
amount to $200 holding ‘passion and 
prejudice’ was evident by the jurors. 
Matter of rights of discharged time 





salesmen made case a precedent. 


Tibbett and Helen Jepson for Farley 
dinner in Washington .Feb. 15. On 
the cuff. 

Bob Berger is in Washington han- 
dling details of putting banquet on 
air. NBC, CBS and Mutual take it. 
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COMMUNITY SHOWMANSHIP SURVEY 











Introductory Remarks 





‘Radio stations used to be, and perhaps to some extent still 
are, judged by time-buyers, etc., almost entirely and solely on 
a basis of wattage and network affiliation. Idea of consider- 


ing community showmanship 1s comparatively new. New, too. 


is community showmanship itself which only now is acquiring | 





certain broad characteristics and ‘standard practice’ aspects. | 


Indeed, when Variety published its first survey in 1933, it was 
deemed pretty radical and possibly not quite sound and sen- 
sible to suggest|that there might be factors in station operation 
that tended to offset and even to transcend wattage and net- 
work affiliation, 

It is probably not appropriate to comment upon such con- 
troversies as these annual surveys tend to provoke except to 
say that each year there has been a conscientious attempt to 
extend, improve and double-check the findings. This year, for 
example, a six-page questionnaire was sent by registered mail 
to all the stations involved that they might fully record their 
own story, even down to the smallest details. Some station 
managers have challenged the wisdom of going to time-buyers, 
etc., for supplemental opinions. Would not agency execs favor 
stations that had given them special merchandising, talent, or 
other favors, as against the station or stations that refused to 
toss in premiums? VARIETY has to the contrary found its anony- 
mous admen jury inclined to lean backward. But nevertheless 
the criticism of the critics has been kept in mind. 


Two main points are notable in this present survey. First, 
the Pacific coast is wrist-slapped for not paying attention in 
class. Second, wherever showmanship seemed negative, pas- 
sive or standing still or, reversely, so closely bunched (as in 
Memphis) that hair-splitting seemed necessary, the device of 
‘no selections’ was rather extensively used. 


| AKRON, OHIO 








ae 


agency opinion canvassed reveals 
that Lambdin Kay is better known 
than WSB’s specific showmanship. 





WSB is excessively conservative 
r-OW ») and has the 
1. WIW (newspaper owned 
: prestige and popularity carry-over 
2. WADC 


of its years of operation. Kay and 

WADC, last year’s winner, wilted] Ernie Rogers as friendly personali- 
a bit. WJW meantime has blossomed ties have been assets and are. Kay’s 
out with corny, homey stuff cater-/ jong familiarity with broadcasting 
ing to low income groups. Locale is} jtself makes him an influential figure 
in the maelstrom of high-wattage! in the industry. 


signals from out-of-town stations. 
BAKERSFIELD, CAL. 
Albany-Schenectady 























1. | KERN 

1. WGY ( KPMC 
2. | WABY KERN hits the city market, while 
) WOKO KPMC busies itself with the farmers. 


FOR YEAR 1936 





sey as a personality is known in the 
biz. Market is favored by its New 
England location for test and starter 
campaigns. 





BIRMINGHAM } 


1. WSEN 
2. WBRC 
3. WAPI 











Giving it to the indie, and com- |} 
pletely reversing last year’s rating. | 
WBRC and WAPI apparently got | 
smug during the twelvemonth, are! 
only hazily recognized by trade ex- | 
perts, and failed to answer VARIETY’S | 
questionnaire. 


WSGN, operated by the News and 
Age-Herald, has taken a squint at 
Birmingham's population and indus- | 
try, arriving at the conclusion that | 
it’s strictly a labor station. Looks | 
like right figuring. Negroes get some 
ether recognition, and otherwise pro- 
gramming efforts are for the masses. 
WSGN annexed two wax libraries, a 
couple of mikemén, a news service, 
and does a bit of topical stunting. 


BOSTON 


NO SELECTIONS 


Yes, there are no numerals passed 
around in Boston this time. Situ- 
ation seemed too passive. On one 
hand there was a general upheaval 
of affiliations. Continuing rather 
than past performance is considered. 
Carry-over would have favored 
WNAC. Latter did in 1936 about the 
same things, neither more nor par- 
ticularly less, that it did in 1933, 1934 
and 1935. Meanwhile radio broad- 
casting elsewhere has kept a sharper 
tune on the times. Aggressive rather 
than passive leadership and well-bal- 
anced staffs rather than individual- 











ism is implicit in the sense of this 
showmanship analysis. Hence the 
rain check for 1936. 

WCOP, WORL and WMEX, notably 
the latter, came closest to revealing 
a sense of showmanship. All strug- 
gle against real disadvantages and all 
did a number of showmanly things 





during 1936. 


BUFFALO 











WGY has the showmanship in this 
area. Other two stations making 
plenty of money but strictly snooz- 
ing so far as showmanship is con- 
cerned. 


BALTIMORE 


1. WFBR 
2. WBAL 
3. | WCAO 

| WCBM 


Albuquerque, N. M. 
In this town they all slug until 


NO SELECTIONS they’re exhausted. But it’s the kind 


Contenders are KGGM and KOB.! of slugging that comes from too 
No decision, though KOB rates a lit-| many toes directly on nickels and 


tle attention in at least writing some-/| gimes. Baltimore has yet to develop 
thing about itself for survey pur-| q station that asserts itself in straight 
poses. May be the 1937 bet. Was! program building. Fight is now car- 
purchased from the New Mexico! ried on largely with merchandising, 
State College of Agriculture and Me- | rate-cutting, ballyhoo, and sky- 
chanical Aris in August and is mak- | rockets. 

ing a play for coin. Locality is un- 
familiar to trade observers. 


ATLANTA 




















Past year has seen WFBR over- 
take, and pass, WBAL, owned by 
Hearst. While the latter had some 
walloping selling campaigns staged 
in its favor by Hearst Radio, N. Y., 
this is not the kind of showmanship 
reckoned with here. By current 














1. \ WSB lights, WFBR gets the nod from 
| WGST agency experts. Stunts, remotes, 
2. WATL nabe town salutes, and other topical 


WSB is an institution—perhaps at and novelty gyrations were noted. 
times too much so from a showman- WCBM must have been slugged 
ship standpoint. However, there’s| dizzy. It wasn’t heard from. 
little doubt that it is the pace-setter. WCAO, Tommy Lyons’ outfit, 
A tie to WGST is a compliment to| meantime benignly turned its back 
latter station’s enterprise. on its raucous brethren. While they 

Atlanta, like most of the South-| got their noses inky and their knuck- 
ern cities, has in former years been les sore from pounding the commer- 
pretty blah in showmanship. How-| ejal tar out of each other, Lyons 
ever, New Deal policies have hypoed | took 84% chain stuff, pocketed the 
Dixie. In particular the Negroes | jucre, and frankly opined that show- 
have money in their jeans through| manship is lovely in theory, but—— 
relief disbursements and the net re- 
sult has been to make the area more | 
attractive to advertisers. That | BANGOR, ME. 

1. WLBZ 
2. WABI 


turn has encouraged competitive | 
zeal among stations. Both WGST) 
and WATL have shown snap and 

WSB did not answer Variery's Thompson L. Guernsey’s WLBZ 
questionnaire. Other two did. Con-| has the edge. Neither station plugs 
census of the New York adverticing' itself to any extent, though Guern- 




















ginger and a considerable sense of 
the nature of their problems. 








1, WBEN 
2. WGR-WKBW 
3. WEBR 


4. WBNY 

There has been a definite perking 
up by the Buffalo News radio team. 
Has added talent, expanded pro- 
gram-building, uses lots of remotes, 
ties in with assortment of commun- 
ity activities. Newspaper and sta- 
tion are smartly integrated. Kid 
stuff, housewife stuff, vox pop, 
camera club, theatre amateurs, news 
—WBEN has spread out to include 
a varied schedule. Even prior to 
the current spurt WBEN quietly had 
convictions about showmanship. 
(For example would never allow 
public to witness sound effects on 
programs using them; kept the trick 
dept. screened off, etc.). 

WGR-WKBW have _sheretofore 
ranked No. 1 in previous showman- 
ship surveys. Both stations (shar- 
ing CBS service) are, as they have 
been, showmanly operated but the 
spurt of WBEN has made an im- 
pression and tended to take away 
the spotlight. In 1937 it will be 
possible to get a clearer line on the 
competition. Lounsberry pair had 
it pretty easy in past so far as 











1, WBT 
2. WSOC 


Both rivals have plenty of prob- 
lems, wading into ’em with show- 
manly determination. WBT—as last 
year—cops first place, but its mar- 
gin over the smaller contender isn’t 
as walloping as the figures ‘l’ and 
‘2’ might appear to indicate. 

CBS outfit, under Bill Schudt, has 
the headache of being web owned, 
getting around this hurdle by piling 





| counted. 
showmanship competition went. | 
| tively low rankings for the two key 


CHARLOTTE, N.C. |, 


| tempts only an evaluation of com- 





Personalities Behind Showmanship 


Strongly brought out—between the lines—is the place and 
the importance of the personalities behind radio station show- 
manship. Of the 675-odd stations in the United States not very 
many as yet really stand out or have achieved reputations, 
either in or out of the trade. Majority of stations are still just 
blurs in a jungle of call letters. 

But in nearly every instance where a station does stand out 
either a lot or a little it is pretty consistently a ‘coincidence’ 
that one or more individuals connected with the station are 
among the number of standout personalities in the broadcast- 
ing trade. 

Martin Campbell is synonymous with WFAA, Dallas; John 
Patt stands for WGAR, Cleveland: Hugh Halff is as_ well 
known as WOAIT, San Antonio. Pritchard and Foster for 
WWL, New Orleans, and Harold Wheelahan, WSMB, same 
city, are the symbols. KMBC is just a nickname for Arthur 
Church. Mention the Twin Cities and Stan Hubbard, Earl 
Gammons or Doc Young is the answer. Mention even a small 


| burg like Butte, Montana, and Ed Craney is found to be better 


known than the station he runs. 





There are small stations in tiny, obscure markets that are 
better known than big stations in major cities. Contrast Edgar 
Bills WMBD, Peoria, with two or three of the stations in 
metropolitan Chicago; put Tom Gavin’s WEBC, Duluth; 
Allen’s WLVA, Lynchburg ; Clair McCullough’s WGAL, Lan- 
caster; Thompson Guerney’s WLBZ, Bangor; Earl Gluck’s 
WSOC, Charlotte, beside big stations in big markets and the 
contrast is not unfavorable. 

Such prominent station personages as Powel Crosley, Jr., 
Walter Damm, Harry Wilder, H. K. Carpenter, Johnny Gillin, 
Buryl Lottridge, Harry Slavick, Ben Gimbel and Al Cormier, 
Bob Maslin, Tommy Lyons, L. B. Wilson, Louis K. Sidney, 
Donald Flamm, Ike Lounsberry, Edgar Bell and Gayle Grubb, 
Al McCosker and Ted Streibert, Quin Ryan, Don Withycomb, 
Harry Stone, Lee Coulson, Allen Campbell, Dick Richards and 
Leo Fitzpatrick, Don Davis, Gene O'Fallon, Burridge Butler 
and Gene Snvder, the Atlass and Levy brothers, to name some, 
are certainly integral parts of the prestige of the stations they 
own or work for. 








Sightseeing tours of Atlanta point out Lambdin Kay. X 
marks the spot in Los Angeles where Guy Earl used to sit. 
That’s the flattering side. Other side of broadcasting is epito- 
mized by the asleep-at-the-switch boys. Some of them had 











bundles of banknotes tossed in their laps. They just happened 
up an impressive array of topical 
programs, sports, and locally pro- RADIO TRAILERS IN 
duced shows. WSOC has to scrap PICTURE THE ATRES 
ing wattage advantage, and pulls a 
flock of locally minded stunts, re- 
. : i l—with theatres where- 
tile to both. Definitely a good show- | ally reciprocal—wi 
manship community, with a pair of by advertising trailers on screen call 
time in return plugs the cinemas. 
Following stations report trailer 
CHICAGO WGST, Atlanta. 
WCAO, Baltimore. 


to be standing around when the mint exploded. 
with a rival having an overwhelm- 
motes and fie-ins. The press is hos-| Various stations have deals—usu- 
able practitioners. attention to radio programs. Radio 
tie-ups: 
WFBR, Baltimore. 








1. WBBM WEBNS, Columbus. 
CKLW, Windsor. 
2. WIND WOC, Davenport. 
3. | WGN WHO, Des Moines (all over state). 
o KSO, Des Moines. 
(WLS KLZ, Denver. 
4. WMAQ-WENR KTAT, Ft. Worth. 
WHBQ. Memphis. 
5. WIID WMC, Memphis. 
6. WCBD-WGES-WSBC WWSYW, Pittsburgh. 
7. WAAF WBRY, Waterbury. 
8. WCFL sae 


cies local stations have a degree of 
Emphasizing community show- | freedom generaliy withheld by NBC, 
manship (not necessarily identical | WBBM aggressively and consciously 
with popularity) the above sequence | seeks identification with community 
reflects the net conclusions of ali | activities to an extent not general, 
factors weighed and all opinions| and perhaps not permissible, at 
As in former years there | NBC. 
may be some confusion at the rela- Another hard one to figure in Chi- 
cago is WLS. This is certainly a 
showmanly station (although did not 
answer questionnaire) and _ third 
place may seem low. Actually WLS 
is servicing farmlands outside Chi- 
cago rather than the Chicago signal 
area itself and this is a community 
showmanship analysis. WGN also 
negiected answering the question- 
naire (sent registered mail). 





NBC stations, WMAQ and WENR. 
Answer is the same answer as on 
previous occasions—this survey at- 


munity aspects of station showman- 
ship and the two NBC outlets are 
primarily just that—outlets for net- 
work shows. They do have, how- 
ever, more of a community char- | 
acter than the New York originating | WIND is actually on the map, as 
stations, WEAF and WJZ, which are,|a Gary, Indiana, station yet com- 
as always, not included in the sur- | monly is considered a Chicago sta- 
vey at all. | tion. It has been the recipient of a 

WBBM, it may be advanced, is | Strong build-up campaign, by Ralph 
likewise a network outlet. But with | Atlass and is paradoxically out- 
an all-important difference. Under | stepping Atlass’ WJJD, belonging to 
the CBS owned and managed poli- | (Continued on page 32) 
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(Continued from page 31) 
Chicago proper. WIND has special- 


ket. Program overhead was in- 
creased 35% in 1936 and remotes in- 
creased fourfold. Limits were placed 
on foreign language gab. Station 
has certainly zoomed during 1936 
and showmanship, is largely respon- 
sible. 

Gene Dyer’s threesome ranked No. 
6 is one of those problems in judg- 
ment that this survey frankly ac- 
knowledzes. 
has united a series of small part- 
time neighborhood stations and sells 
them jointly. That within the con- 
fines of his encleve he functions 
smartly cannot be denied. But show- 
manship? That’s a 
answer. VARIETY would be glad to 


| CLEVELAND 


ized en sports in a sports-goofy mar- | 





Dyer is a hustler. He | 


tough one to! 


have any qualified trade comment | 


on this and similar situations. Per- 
haps it would be fairer to omit such 
neighborhood stations in computing 
the showmanship points in large 
metropolitan markets? 


CINCINNATI 


1, WLW 
2. WCKY 
3. WKRC 
4. WCPO 
5. WSAI 


Cincinnati is the home field of two 
of the broadcasting business’ notable 
personalities, Powel Crosley, Jr., and 
L. B. Wilson. Columbia-owned 
WKRC has faced a competitive situa- 
tion of special toughness. A solution 
has been sought ingeniously through 
the services of another personality, 
Timothy Goodman. Latter is polo- 
playing, social, palsy-walsy with big- 
gies. In a quiet, unobtrusive way the 
technique and the system carried 
through on WKRC’s behalf is re- 
garded by insiders in radio as pretty 
slick. 

A fourth contender for attention is 
the Scripps-Howard WCPO. Sensibly 
this station tries to find its own chan- 
nel in the community. Emphasizes 
sports, newspaper features. Has side- 
walk stuff, race results, cooking 
school, consumers conference, golf 
school, lots of tie-ups. Stresses spe- 
cial observance of all holidays and 
has broadcast city council sessions. 


WCKY invested in new Nether- 
lands-Plaza_ studio, new towers, 
equipment, etc., during 1936. Has 
barn dance, assorted hillbillies, I.N.S., 
film gossip, high school parade. And 
as hoss-racing is an ecclesiastic rite 
around this sector, WCKY has lots of 
news, interviews, handicapping and 
whatnot concerning nags, jockeys, 
trainers and parley nuts. 


WLW has the largest and most 











active program-building arrangement 
Repre- 
sentative number of its Cincinnati- 


among individual stations. 





land Cleveland to the north. 











created entertainments attract not 


merely local but regional and na- 


tional bankrollers. During 1936 what 
Powel Crosley did, or was expected 
to do, or might do, or what he didn’t 
do, and why, kept the trade news 
columns well filled. Probably this as 
much as anything bespeaks the na- 
tional significance of the big oak that 
grew out of a peep-squeek back in 


1920. Well-rounded staff 


Bob Kennett, Bill Bailey. 





Clearwater, 
St. Petersburg, Tampa 





1. WSUN (St. Petersburg) 
2. WFLA (Clearwater) 
3. WDAE (Tampa) 


Trio of towns, all together on the 
Florida’ west coast, is in the farm 
area. Showmanship not as plentiful 
as the oranges by a long way. WSUN, 
the Chamber of Commerce peeper, 
squeezes into the lead on _ the 
strength of its list of accomplish- 
ments under new boss. 

WFLA, using the same transmitter 
as WSUN, but always in the other 
guy’s hair, and vice versa, comes in 
second on a little shorter list. 

WDAE had no list at all, and 
agency men couldn’t think up alibis 
for it. Ergo, the cellar. 


includes 
Frank Smith, Bill Hedges (recently), 











1. § WHK 

UWGAR 
2. WTAM 
3. WJAY 


Above about summarizes Cleve- 
land. WHK and WGAR are the most 


active in showmanship. WTAM as an 


NBC network outpost is less active 


in a community sense although per- 
haps a good deal snappier than many 
of the web’s other owned and oper- 
ated stations. WJAY is in process 
of undergoing a change of character 
from its former role as kaffee klatch 


to the transplanted Europeans of the | 


Cleveland zone, 


COLUMBUS | 


WENS 
1. /WCOL 
WHKC 


All stations working against the 
handicap of Cincinnati to the south 
Do 
their job on about a par basis. 


Community not strongly impressed 
on the mind of agency time buyers. 
WHKC caters largely to farmers. 
WCOL likes the metropolitan audi- 
ence. WBNS under R. A. Borel 
straddles the two population types, 
with Borel probably the best known 
name of the lot. 


DALLAS 


1, WFAA 
2. KRLD 
3. WRR 


Rating is the same as last year. 
Martin Campbell’s WFAA is a two- 
fisted outfit, draws a thumbs up 
rating from the experts, and keeps 
on issuing a stream of locally built 


shows that hit the bull’s eye. Show- 
building budget in 1936 went up 
$10,000 over the previous year, which 
means that the WFAA boys have the 
gravy, but aren’t afraid to spend 
some of it. 

KRLD, owned by the Times-Herald 
(WFAA is owned by the News and 
Journal), can’t match the No. 1 rival, 
but is potentially a muscular bunch, 
stacking up okay with the agencies. 
Some of the drawbacks of a news- 
paper-owned station appear to be 
still inherent, though the showman- 
ship is of a commendable brand on 
the whole. ‘ 

WRR is city-owned. That rates 
condolences right off. But the man- 
agement is shrewdly inching into 
sports channels. WRR shows an ap- 
preciable upswing since the previous 
year, and the No. 3 post is not meant 
to be a very deep cellar. 


DAVENPORT, IA. 


1. WOC 
2. WHBF 


Absolutely no argument here. First 
year that Variety takes a peek into 
this community finds WHBF—really 
in Rock Island, Iil—credited with a 
demerit in refusing to plead in its 
own behalf. WOC, managed by 
Clark Lvther, definitely gets the nod 
from trade experts, shelling out a 
slew of sports, farm and news stan- 
zas, as well as such prestige features 
as a bridge tourney, trip to the Col- 
lege Inn in Chicago for amateur 
winners, etc. WOC’s brand of show- 
manship is ably attuned to the type 
of community the station caters to. 


DAYTON, OHIO 









































advantage than a ticket to the 
orphanage. 

WSMK, is a small but sharp out- 
fit and the race is close. Ties in 
with local events copiously, and Sid 
Ten Eyck, v.p., cracks up the sta- 
tion’s story before local clubs and 
civic gatherings. Says WSMK of 
itself: ‘We have no desire for great 
wattage or a great station. Such 
things increase operating expense 
and of course the rate card, and the 


local merchant can no longer pay 
the bill.’ 





| DENVER 





1. KZ 
2, KFEL 
3, KVOD 
4. KOA 


KLZ, purchased last year by the 
Gaylord (WKY, Oklahoma City) in- 
terests, is bearing down on the show- 
manship throttle. Production budget 
is up, phonograph records are out, 
and commercial blurbing is hemmed 
in by restrictions. Gene O’Fallon’s 
KFEL takes the No. 2 post by try- 
ing to cop the news-sports field, and 
continues with its Colorado regional 
web, as well as joining Mutual. 
KVOD has gone NBC, and likewise 
hammers along news-topical lines. 

KOA gathers its rivals’ dust. 
Failed to report for this survey. Ex- 
perts rank it as largely swivel-chair 
operated, so far as showmanship is 
concerned, with the main emphasis 
on NEC stuff. 


DES MOINES | 








1. § WHO 
(KRNT 
2. KSO 


KRNT-KSO are separate stations 
under common management (Cowles 
newspapers), but are ranked as 
above in an attempt to approximate 
trade evaluations from a showman- 
ship calculation. It is KRNT, de- 
voted largely to farm appeal, that 
has, in general opinion, given 50,000- 
watt WHO the race. KSO has been 
the Cowles’ metropolitan outlet. 

Des Moines is marked by plenty 
of enterprise between the competing 
broadcasters. WHO is an American 
institution in the best sense as 
Joseph O. Maland, its g.m., is one 
of.the vets of the biz and a strong 
factor in broadcasting as a whole. 
KRNT-KSO on the other hand, are 
also under zingy auspices. 

During 1936 WHO increased its 
news rhythm to six periods daily 
and hired a special farm news edi- 
tor. Station took an important trade 
step in formulating the so-called 
Corn Belt wireless network which 
N. W. Ayer forthwith patronized for 
Kellogg. Station actively books its 
own and other talent in theatres, 
etc. Has Barn Dance and artists 
bureau and brings in radio perform- 
ers from other parts of country. 
Has U.P. service, feeds eight state 
newspapers on tie-in basis, and has 
toured a guy through state for good 
will whooping. WHO through its 
owner, B. J. Palmer, is part and 
parcel of both the immediate com- 
munity and the area generally. Its 
roots go down deep and hold tight. 

Meeting the competition of WHO’s 
Barn Dance, KRNT has popularized 
‘Tall Corn Time’ and ‘Hawkeye Din- 
ner Time.’ Also brings in experi- 
enced talent from out-state. Has 
clicked big with a beercap-voting 
program, using small town bands on 
a contest arrangement. Broadcasts 
from traffic court, went to Phila- 
delphia for a football game, has a 
constant variety of novelties and 
‘human interest’ stuff. 

KSO has joined Mutual. Its local 
Des Moines offerings have ranged 
over bridge lesson, musical almanac, 
film gossip, woman’s page, tie-ins 
with the Drak: University radio 
school, lots of remotes and a mid- 
night rythmn club running to one 
am., which is plenty owlish for 





1. WHIO 
2. WSM 


nationally under the guidance of 
James Le Gate, promotion director 
of the Dayton Daily News, owners. 
Still preity new in the community 
(the original WHIO franchise was in 
Erie, Pa.), Cox’s station hasn’t come 
to full showmanship recognition with 
trade experts, but attempts in the 
right direction are noted. Tie-up 





with the paper looks more like an 








WHIO, the Cox station, puffs itself | 


DETROIT 











1. § WIR 

| WXYZ 
2. CKLW 
3. WWJ 
4. WJBK 
5. WMBC 


Detroit in 1936, as before, was a 
highly competitive radio city. With 





new management CKLW on the 





| 








Community Sings 





Partial list of stations operat- 
ing community sings of one 
kind or another during 1936 
follows: 

WJW, Akron. 

WBAL, Baltimore. 

WJJID, Chicago. 

WJBK, Detroit. 

WMBR, Jacksonville. 

WROL, Knoxville. 

WIP, Philadelphia. 

WHEC, Rochester. 

WTMV, East St. Louis. 

WWSW, Pittsburgh. 

KALE, Portland. 

KGW-KEX, Portland. 

WBRE, Wilkes-Barre. 

KWKH, Shreveport. 

WWL, New Orleans. 

WLAC, Nashvile. 

WSIX, Nashville. 

WFBL, Syracuse. 

KDYL, Salt Lake. 

KABC, San Antonio. 











Windsor, Ontario, side added to the 
showmanship rivalry. On a basis 
of its intelligent and realistic fight 
against peculiar difficulties arising 
out of its unique character as a 
Canadian-licensed broadcaster ser- 
vicing an international community 
CKLW is ranked for the number 
two spot. This is an improvement 
of several niches since Varrety’s 
last survey published in late 1935. 

WJR under radio pioneers Leo 
Fitzpatrick and Dick Richards con- 
tinues to be one of the country’s 
toppers in showmanship as it is in 
earnings. In 1936 talent appropria- 
tions, remote pick-up facilities and 
budget, program production and 
writing staff were expanded. WJR 
does considerable program origina- 
tion and its switchover to CBS has 
strengthened that web immeasurably 
in the country’s fourth market. 

Owned by the King-Trendle thea- 
tre interests WXYZ is notable as a 
thinker-upper of radio programs 
from which it derives important 
revenues in addition to time sales. 
Time-buyers and admen in general 
feel that WXYZ under Allen Camp- 
bell tails WJR closely in the matter 
of showmanship. A tie for first 
place seems indicated for the calen- 
dar year 1936. 

Newspaper-owned WWJ has dur- 
ing the year launched a pretentious 
radio theatre and broadcasting plant. 
As with most newspaper stations 
many of WW4J’s activities mirror 
features or policies of the daily, 
Station keeps steadily in the fray. 
It’s a shade conservative which, of 
course, is not derogatively stated. 
Management is smart; it’s sports 
stuff especially good. 

WJBK continues to emphasize 
sports and to divert attention its 
way. Operates 24 hours a day. 
Among its foreign gestures (25% 
foreign born in area) were esoteric 
tidbits in Arabic. 

WMBC did not take advantage of 
opportunity to file a statement on 
its own behalf and is little known 
to the New York agencies. 


FORT WAYNE, IND. 


1, WOW0-WGL 


WOWO and WGL located here, 
and Westinghouse owns ’em both. 
No choice from a showmanship 
angle. Time buyers pick their spot 
depending on whom they want to 
reach. WGL caters to city folk; 
WOWO broadcasts to the bible belt. 


FORT WORTH, TEX. 


























1, KTAT 
2. WBAP 
3. KFJZ 


KTAT, as in the previous year, 
gets the experts’ high sign. Station 
has gone in for a load of sports and 
jauntily beckons to the masses. Quite 
active. 

WBAP is affiliated with WFAA, 
Dallas, and largely rides to town on 
other horse. 

WFJZ, an indie, has let itself be- 
come an ‘X’, 


GREEN BAY, WIS. 


NO SELECTIONS 


No decision. WHBY and WTAQ 
are both under same management, 














eit 


and confronted by the same prob. 
lems—namely, metropolitan stations 
pour into the community heftily, 
Biz is sought locally, however, from 
a series of interlocking communittes, 
and a play is made for audiences via 
sports, contests, and topical stuff, 
Oldtime bands tickle the German 
palate, 


HARRISBURG, PA. 














1, WHP 
2. WKBO 
Same as last year. Stations not 
killing themselves in an attempt to 


gain recognition. Yet city is getting 


| to be something of a test spot. 





HARTFORD 











1. § WDRC 

UWTIC 

2. WTHT 
WDRC and WTIC are both booked 
more or less solidly; both are heavily 


in black. Moderate local programs 
ming and remotes. WTIC has en- 
tirely forgotten its one-time devotion 
to elegance and pretentious enter- 
tainments. Which makes it about 
even between them. WTHT is new 
and the property of the Hartford 
Times. It is being nursed along and 
is really too new and experimental 
to be judged. 

Agencies feel town has been worn 
thin as a test market and Hartford 
is less used than formerly as a 
guinea pig. 





HOUSTON 








1, § KPRC 

UKTRH 

2 KXYZ 
Chief contenders are newspaper 
owned—KPRC by the Post, and 
KTRH by the Chronicle. Consider- 


able use of this paternity exhibited 
by both stations. Showmanly efforts 
are about equally divided between 
Rural and city fare. KXYZ not in 
the pace-setting class. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


1, WIRE 
2. WFBM 


Cliearcut one and two proposition 
here, with WIRE again leaving its 
utility-owned rival asleep at the post. 
‘Plug’ Kendrick ran WIRE for pur- 
poses of this survey (Eugene Pulliam 
has since gobbled it up), and identi- 
fied both himself and his airer with 
a maze of attention-commending pro- 
grams, stunts, tie-ups. 


JACKSONVILLE, FLA. 


1. § WJAX 
UWMBR 


WJAX, city-owned, has shut off its 
barrage of political gas, entitling it 
to a higher rating than last year. 
Management shows signs of hauling 
itself out from between the quilts 
and getting down to biz. 


WMBR, Frank King’s station, can’t 
lie down on the job, being out- 
powered heavily by its rival. Plays 
up special events to the hilt, and 
otherwise asserts itself pretty well. 
WMBR good money-maker. 


JERSEY CITY, N. J. 


1, WAAT 
2. WHOM 


Jersey City, although virtually an 
integral part of Greater New York, 
could be more profitably exploited. 
Both airers have their share of local 
biz, but otherwise act like clams. No 
real flair is noted here. WAAT is 
vaguely remembered by one agency 
observer for something or other dur- 
ing elections. Vartety doesn’t re- 






































member, and the stations provided 





no record, 
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KANSAS CITY 









































1. KMBC 
2. WHB 
WDAF 
3. 1 KCKN 
KXBY 
4. WREN 
5. KvuMO 





Kansas City has several personali- | 
ties—Arthur Church (KMBC) and} 
Don Davis (WHB) perform more 
pinwheels than a whirling dervish to | 
keep their interests in the public | 
(and sponsor) eye. Church this year 
gets first place after a loud cam- 
paign, in various forms, claiming that 
KMBC is going to make its mark in | 
show production. Agency experts | 
favorably impressed with this propa- | 
ganda. Church reports he spent} 
$100,000 last year for production. 

‘Don Davis knows the citizens of | 
K.C. as well as the Haycenter pastor | 
knows his flock. Station, while oper- 
ating only daytime, has grabbed off a | 

| 


vast audience of femmes, and they 
stick like glue. Davis relies largely 
on local biz, but is not without keys | 
to the right agency sanctums when | 
it comes to national money. Some 
sports carried on last year, and WHB 
has subsequently become a Mutual 
link’ Like KMBC, it is a very old 
station, as station ages go. 

WDAF, Kansas City Star outfit, 
wears a monocle, though pounding 
out some competish. Unlimbering 
necessary to make it rate any higher 
in showmanship rating—not only so 
far as VARIETY is concerned (ques- 
tionnaires not answered )—but also in 
agency estimation. Dean Fitzer per- 
sonally popular with agencies. 

KCKN, in Kansas City, Kans., and 
KXBY, nee W9XBY, rate on a par. 
KCKN, under Ellis Atteberry, harp- 
ing on community, stuff, with a dash 
of hillbilly, and a sprinkling of old 
sod. KXBY says it wants to be 
known as the ‘Sports Station of the 
Middle West,’ and efforts in that di- 
rection are apparently catching on. 
Used to be an experimental high 
fidelity outfit, but has subsequently 
got out of the laboratory status. 
Alert bunch. 

After long flirtation WREN sold 
out to WDAF. General idea is that 
WREN was busier with shekels than | 
showmanship in 1936. - 


| KNOXVILLE 


1. WNOX 
2. WROL 


WNOX taken over by Scripps- 
Howard, and R. B. Westergard 
brought in. Ownership change has 
resulted in staff increases, and 
emphasis on studio shows with paid 
customers. 

WROL plays up sports and special 
events, with no rural salve whatso- 
ever. What Variety’s survey said 
last year—‘neither Knoxville station 
does much outside Knoxville to plug 
itself or the market’—can still be 
reiterated 100%. Expcurts have a 
tough time recailing this town or its 
showmanship activities. 


LINCOLN, NEB. 


1. KFAB 
2. KFOR 


Same staff (with Buryl Lottridge 
in charge) manages both stations 
from the same hotel. KFAB gets 
first place in catering largely to the 
essentially rural character of the en- 
virons. 


LITTLE ROCK, ARK. 


1, KARK 
2. KLRA 
3. KGHI 


G. E. Zimmerman (KARK) and S. 
C. Vinsonhaler (KLRA) effectively 
wallop the showmanship tom-tom. 
Spector of KTHS, now in Hot 
Springs, being moved in some day 
gives the boys an additional incen- 
tive to sew up the community. 
KGHI is an also-ran, not having 
plugged itself to agency time buyers. 

Zimmerman contingent this year 
comes out on top, figuring by ratios. 
Upbeat since last year is noticeable. 
John Cleghorn (ex-WMC) was 
brought in as program manager. 
News broadcasts were pepped up. 
Arkansas regional was formed, and 



































a play for city-rural audiences was 


launched. Station uncorks a flock of 
diversified fare, with ingenuity evi- 
dert. Nationally, Zimmerman has 
also tooted his own horn in agency 
sanctums. 

Vinsonhaler camp remains show- 
manly, and swaps punches lustily. 
Margin between first and second 
place is narrow. KLRA’s budget for 
showmanship was doubled, and topi- 
cal fare got a boost, 


LONG BEACH, CAL. | 


NJ SELECTIONS 


Read Los Angeles. 
the jumping off place. 


LOS ANGELES | 


Nv SELECTIONS 


Some 13 stations were originally 
included in the survey. Variety set 
out with its customary audacity to 
attempt to trace, map, and announce 
the showmanship topography of Los 
Angeles. Climbing Mt. Everest is 
easier. Los Angeles itself exemplifies 
everything that has been said or 
could be said about the West Coast. 
Los Angeles has always been rated 
as several years behind the rest of 
the American broadcasting parade, 
but never, perhaps, was this so glar- 
ing as right now. 

Briefly stated the reasons for ‘no 
selections’ are as follows: (a) Only 
four of the 13 stations bothered to 
answer the questionnaire. (b) No- 
body in New York advertising cir- 
cles has been impressed by any L.A. 
station or regional. (c) The false 
front of radio activity provided by 
the presence in Hollywood of net- 
work programs and staffs tends to 
obscure the ‘community’ showman- 
ship phase which—alone—this survey 
is concerned with. 


As far as any evidence to the con- 
trary exists in the East, Los Angeles 
remains predominently the home of 
the phonograph record and the land 
of the meat market straight an- 
nouncements. True, of course, KFWB 
ties in with Warners film.studio and 
seeks to bait local listeners with ac- 
tor glamour. True, too, that several 
stations are in process of change and 
reorganization. But for 1936 and for 
this particular survey its just Hog 
Wash, Missouri, on a lazy July after- 
noon, 


Special mention should be made of 
the four showmanship - conscious 
coast guards who did answer the 
questionnaire (sent registered mail 
to all 13). They are: Leo Tyson, 
KMPC; Harrison Holliway, KECA- 
KFI; Ford Billings, KEHE, and Ray 
Frazer, KMTR. Absence from the 
L.A. market of Guy Earl (ex-owner 
of KNX) has created a vacuum in 
showmanship leadership that has not 
yet been filled. 


In view of the curious situation as 
regards this town, Variety’s home of- 
fice queried the Hollywood branch 
for that office’s ideas. (This is an 
exception to the fixed showmanship 
survey rule that no local authorities 
or representatives are ever consulted 
and full responsibility is solely as- 
sumed in and by New York.) L.A. 
office sees the arrival of Holliway, 
Lew Weis, Don Thornburgh, Harry 
Maizlish as promising a burst (fu- 
ture tense) of showmanship. Again 
the name Guy Earl comes up—he’s 
the model, even absent, for station 
showmanship as KNX is the only sta- 
tion that ever enjoyed a reputation 
in the Eastern advertising world. 
Others are and have been blanks. 

Opinion in the East is that the Don 
Lee network has the toughest show- 
manship job in the West. Never 
noted for program facilities or cre- 
ation now that it’s part of Mutual its 
obligations in this respect imposes a 
burden it is not entirely prepared 
to carry off jauntily. East has the 
impression, right or wrong, that the 
Pacific Coast is about to face the 
consequences of some of its own in- 
sularity and provincialism. None of 
the stations or regionals have done 
much to advance their reputations or 
stories in the East. This is true of 
Coast cities other than Los Angeles 
and appears to be a trait of the boys 
on the far side of the great divide. 

Characteristic of a lot of broad- 
casting in California is the stiff in- 
difference to showmanship of the 
Earle Anthony stations. Harrison 
Holliway has the sympathy of the 
trade in trying to soften up that 
aloof proposition. 

Put ’em all together and Los An- 
geles spells ‘so what?’ 











This town is 











LOUISVILLE 


1. WHAS 
2. WAVE 


WHAS as written the last fort- 
night attracted enormous prestige 
due to its flood work. That, of course, 
is not properly a bookkeeping item 
for the present survey, which is 
limited to the calendar year 1936. 
However, the station is a pretty ob- 
vious winner, anyhow. An adjunct 
to the Louisville Courier 50,000- 
watter has varied service with a 
slight hillbilly and rural tinge. Lee 
Coulson enjoys good reputation as 
enterprising thinker-upper among 
the agencies. 

WGRC in New Albany, 
across the river from Louisville, will 
be included 
tion. 
Ran 
ever. 
flooded out in January. 


MEMPHIS 


NO SELECTIONS 


Situation very competitive. Sta- 
tions very showmanly. Hazard of 
unfairly slighting the two small sta- 
tions, WHBQ and WNBR, both of 
which are aggressively and slickly 
directed largely prompts the decision 
to refrain from handing out num- 
bers. WMC has gotten first place 
heretofore and would probably rank 
that way again. However, E. A. 
Alburty and Mallory Chamberlin 
have earned a claim to recognition. 


MIAMI, FLA. 


1. § WIOD 
| WQAM 


Contenders pass the wire neck- 
and-neck on a track that’s anything 
but easy running. Market is largely 
seasonal, and the city’s population is 
composed of many strataa WQAM 
tries hard with stunts, remotes, puff 
programs for the Florida virtues, and 
fare of interest to farmers. 

WIOD, owned by the Miami News, 
is coming up since previous year. 
Sports stressed. More ingenuity 
otherwise evident. 


MILWAUKEE 


1, WTMJ 
2. WISN 


3. WEMP 


Walter Damm and his Milwaukee 
Journal plant continue to reign in 
the city of bratwurst and stein songs. 
Opinion unanimous on this score. 
WISN has failed to live up to its 
promise of sockerooing its heavy- 
weight rival. WEMP is an indie 
which as yet apparently hasn’t found 
its place in the picture. 











into immediate trouble, 









































Minneapolis-St. Paul 


1. KSTP 
2. WCCO 
3. WDGY 
4. WICN 
5. WMIN 


Lots of local peculiarities in the 
Twin Cities. Newspaper affiliation 
part of a complicated pie. KSTP 
and WCCO have pretty consistently 
been the one-two or tied leaders. 
WDGY sets out deliberately to be a 
labor station in a workingman-con- 
scious community. This station also 
has an ingenious policy of watching 
other stations and trying to do the 
opposite on the theory that thereby 
it will inherit the listeners of defi- 
nite likes and dislikes who shy away 
from competitive offerings. Doc 
Young, who owns the station, is re- 
garded as one of the picturesque 
gents of not only broadcasting but 
the U.S.A. itself. 


NASHVILLE 


1. WSM 
2. WLAC 
WSM, the National Life Insurance 


























Co.'s airer, gets the noi from trade 
experts, though failing to speak in 





Indiana, 


in next year’s tabula- | 
Started out rather snappily. | 
how- | 
Hatched in December, it was | 





Sidelights on 


Showmanship 





ment.’ 


fry.’ 





Just in case it all seenss pretty heavy and dead pan serious, it 
may revive the giggle habit to cite some of the less academic 
and more refreshing comments, 
from the stations’ own reports: 

‘We're not so hillbilly that shoes hurt our feet.’ 

“We ad lib from carefully prepared scripts.’ 


‘We keep the town agog wondering what we will do next.’ 
‘Our station is dedicated to public service.’ 

“We have a singing Santa Claus.’ 

‘Two-girl skit, one very refined, other just herself.’ 


‘Interviewed snake charmer with snakes loose in studio.’ 

‘Culture—interview with Lowell Thomas.’ 

‘Crossley ratings mean nothing in Iowa.’ 

‘Help for needy—a station promotion at no profit.’ 

‘Broadcast from automobile driven by blindfolded driver.’ 

‘Our aim is to build a station worthy of becoming a member 
of the Columbia Broadcasting system.’ 

‘We have nothing worthy of being called a publicity depart- 


‘We restrained commercial department from soliciting small 


‘Remote pick-up from roof of hotel in rain of man sitting on 
block of ice eating ice cream cone in winter. 


Following quotes extracted 








Largely favored by 
such showmanship ‘naturals’ as a 
made-to-order series of mo i.hpieces 
via the insurance salesmen, who are 
instructed to spread word-of-mouth 
ballyhoo. WSM stays on top of the 
heap. Program production is also 
keyed to a high tempo. 

WLAC, run by J. Truman Ward, 
is batting in a tough league, trying 
to. squeeze out a couple of runs with 
local remotes, community tie-ups, 
Negro programs, sports and news. 
It’s an uphill pull, but courageously 
tackled: Nashville is a clearcut ex- 
ample of where a station of lower 
wattage, and lacking other natural 
resources, will have to make its 
coverage maps, etc., secondary to 
crowding for showmanship limelig:-t. 


WSIX is a newcomer from Spring- 
field, Tenn., and not rated this year. 
Steve Cisler, a personality variously 
identified with 100-watt Dixie show- 
manship, is at the helm. Augurs a 
pushy policy. 


NEW ORLEANS 


1. § WWL 
UWSMB 


2. § WDSU 
LWIBW 


3. WBNO 


Creole center is waking up. Here- 
tofore perturbed politics, and a num- 
ber of other distinctly local condi- 
tions, kept the place somewhat un- 
der wraps. More showmanship, and 
a little spunk, now evident. Pre- 
sages a better outlook for all con- 
cerned. 

WWL, last year’s winner, got a 
partner in first place this year in 
WSMB, owned by a department 
store and some theatres. Better at- 
tention to programming, plus some 
of the tricks of commanding atten- 
tion along civic lines noted. WWL 
kept up its standards in par fashion. 

Second placers show some promise 
in WJBW, now under a new manage- 
ment but still running in the red. 
Ingenuity apparent in this airer, plus 
a sincere attempt to shake off its 
fetters and get into the wind. WDSU 
had sponsored sports during the 
year, 12 daily news periods, and its 
share of the usual civic-puff stuff. 


NEW YORK CITY 


its own behalf. 


























1, WN 

2. WMCA 

WNEW 

3. 1 WBNX 

WQxk 

4. WOR 

5. § WEVD 

| WNYC 

6. WINS 

7. WLWL 

8. § WOV 

lWFAB 
Paradoxically New York with 
its reputation as the nation’s 


sophisticated centre possesses in some 
degree many corny characteristics 





such as were pointed out in the coms 
ment on Los Angeles and San fFran- 
cisco. For example, statistics say 
that only one out of every 10 greater 
New Yorkers has ever attended a 
legit show, although the town is full 
of them and only one out of every 
12 has ever been to a night club or 
cafe. Hundreds of thousands in 
Brooklyn, Queens, Bronx, never visit 
Manhattan and vice versa. 


In a radio sense the metropolitan 
market is complicated by the dom- 
inance of the network § stations 
WEAF, WJZ and WABC. These sta- 
tions are omitted from VaARIEeTy’s 
showmanship summary for obvious 
reasons and the survey confines it- 
self to those stations that try to do 
a community job and possess com- 
munity angles. 

New York with its 7,000,000 popu- 
lation (and a couple more in the out- 
lying area) is a swell opening for 
merchandize, albeit marketing new 
products is not simple and penetra- 
tion not cheap. Reversely New York 
radio stations have tended to ignore 
other towns. They have contented 
themselves with solicitation of New 
York agencies and revenue sources, 
Only recently has the idea of going 
outside New York for business per- 
meated New York station thinking. 
E. Katz, for example, is now selling 
WHN in Chicago, Kansas City, etc. 
WMCA has Ray Linton in Chicago. 
More recently WOR has set up its 
own Chicago office. WOR has here- 
tofore been sold in Chicago by Bill 
Rambeau almost entirely on a sheer 
wattage basis. - (Understood his % 
take was over $40,000 in 1935.) This 
definitely suggests the importance of 
the New York market and may be 
considered as something of an in- 
dictment of New York stations in 


general that they have not done a. 


better job of selling themselves out- 
side New York. New York is plenty 
hot as a mail order centre. 


Agency men have been declaring 
for years that New York never had 
a purely local station. This is, of 
course, an exaggeration. But it mir- 
rors the realization of the many class 
and income levels and the cosmopoli- 
tan clusters that make New York 
hard to figure by the standards of 
smaller communities where the sta- 
tion relates itself to its surroundings 
in somewhat clearer terms. 

In 1936 certain trends became 
sharply marked. Something approx- 
imating a revolution had time to ma- 
terialize at Station WHN. This was 
already under way by the time 
Variety’s last summations were 
printed late in 1935, but had not been 
in effect long enough to be reflected 
in the ratings at that time that were 
retroactive throug) a year largely 
under the previous regime. Now 
WHN which was last year in fourth 
place is deemed the No. 1 example 
of showmanship on a basis of the 
distance covered and the progress 
made during 1936. 

This may immediately provoke 
some controversy anent WMCA, 
which is a sterling example of show- 
manship. WMCA also was prominent 
and progressive in 1936. Moreover 
it’s one of the champ money-makers 
of the American broadcasting struc- 
ture, It closely tails WHN in show- 


manship but the latter is deemed 
(Continued on page 34) 
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‘worthy of an unciouded title to first 
place on a basis of the sweeping 
transformation in enterprise and pol- 
icies. 

Station WHN is one of a handful 
of theatrically-owned stations in 
radio. To its operation has been 
applied the theatre experience of 
Louis K. Sidney. With the Loew and 
M-G-M links exploited to the hilt 
WHN has snappily gone about the 
business of making itself a personal- 
ity and a force. 





Production activity increased 200%, 

talent budget notably expanded, sev- 
eral personalities, both executive and | 
bbe, added. WHN is quite | 
inlike the WHWN that was. Has deal | 
with World-Telegram, a remarkable 
household hints program conducted 
by Ida Bailey Allen and tieing in 
station, Ziegfeld theatre and partici- 
pating sponsors. Has Film club, 
Bowery mission, Broadway melody 
hour, N.Y.U. forum, camera club, in- 
numerable community tie-ups. Ama- 
teurs from which grew the Bowes 
program continues here with Jay 
C. Flippen. Irving Aaronson and Don 
Albert are studio musical conductors. 
Mort Harris heads production. Ex- 
secretary Herbert Petty of F.C.C. 
joined station in 1936 as promo- 
tion mgr. 


Glancing down the New York list 
also reveals other drastic changes 
from previous showmanship ratings. 
It will be noted that WQXR,. once 
an experimental high fidelity station, 
is grouped in No. 3 spot with WNEW 
and WBNX. W@QXR is now on a 10- 
hour schedule. Its uniqueness lies in 
the circumstance of its campaign to 
make itself a high-brow station ap- 
pealing to the very important ele- 
ment in Manhattan that dotes upon 
opera-concert-lecture stuff. WQXR 
has sponsors of a particular type— 
pianos, radios, books, real estate, se- 
curities, high cost coffees, etc. It 
picks up Ethical Culture addresses, 





Distinctive policy represents both a 
smart advance conception and a 
logical consistency in seeking to find 
and develop its own corner in a 
crowded market. 

WBNX is ranked third because of 





the aggressive associations with com- 
munity interests it has built up in the 
Bronx. Here, too, is another illus- 
tration of finding a niche and mak- 
ing the most of it. WBNX is en- 
tirely a foreign appeal station. Out- 
standing has been its Life Insurance 
forum which exposes abuses of the 
foreigners in WBNX’s listening area. 
Station has done such stunts as 
translating President Roosevelt's 
speeches into alien tongues, has con- 
ducted an elementary school in Eng- 
lish instruction, etc. 

First of the all-night stations, 
WNEW has been built up by canny 
display of showmanship on a wide 
frontier of community tie-ups and 
attention-getters. It’s ‘Make Believe 
Ballroom,’ ‘Dance Parade’ and ‘Milk- 
man’s Matinee’ account for 14 of the 
24 daily hours. Kaleidoscopic. line- 
up of remotes, stunts, novelties 
range from high school radio clubs, 
song pluggers open house, embar- 


* rassing moments, kitchen kapers to 


such choice Americana as Junior 
G-Men, consulting phychologist, and 
interviews with odd-job personages. 
WNEW was pretty blah when it first 
took to the air but after fumbling 
around a long time it started cut- 
ting ice for itself in 1936. Now un- 
derstood to be a nice dividend pro- 
ducer. 

Largely because it has been ha- 
bitual to regard WOR (dating back 
to 1922) as the premier indie station 
of New York its assignment to fourth 
position may be challenged. This 
has been carefully checked. General 
agency opinion is that in special 
events WOR is tops but in other 
manifestations of showmanship the 
station has been spotty and inclined. 
to drift on the oars. Its principal 
weakness as sized up by agency ob- 
servers is in not developing more 
programs and in inability to sell 
more of those it has produced. 

Many individual assets such as 
Martha Deane, Richard Blondell, Al- 
fred Wallenstein, Nat Brusiloff, Ed 
Fitzgerald, Gabriel Heatter, Raymond 
Gram Swing seem to be offset by 
the general uneven quality of pro- 
gramming. Habit of rotating care- 
lessly thrown-together stuff in be- 
tween items of genuine merit, the 
lack of a specific program policy and 
the throwing away of some of its 
assets (for example, Dr. Charles 
Courboin, one of the world’s greatest 
classical organists, is hidden at 9 a.m. 
on a Sunday morning when the sta- 

tion gets little of the prestige value) 





Reprints on Request 


This showmanship survey is 
separately reprinted annually 
as a unit. 

Copies in reasonable quanti- 
ties supplied gratis on request 
to stations, networks, agencies, 
sponsors or anybody connected 
with broadcasting business gen- 














erally, 
are considered in ranking WOR be- 
low other stations in community 


| showmanship. 


In terms of signal strength WOR 
has lots of winning tricks. Its engi- 
neering dept. is generally regarded 


as among the best in broadcasting. | 
Sales promotion of station is keen | 


and full of ginger and ideas. Con- 
stant barrage is kept up. Publicity 
is also constantly on toes going after 
breaks and not expecting them to 
come about spontaneously. Streibert 
on biz end, McCosker on political, 
have made station lots of friends. 
Programming is where WOR is 
thought to have fallen short of its 


possibilities and lagged behind the | 


local parade. 


WNYC, owned by the city of New 
York, is included because of the 
merit of its service although it is not 
a commercial station. It is teamed 
with WEVD, mouthpiece of labor, 
etc., in the fifth niche. WNYC is 
held down on budget, obliged by of- 
ficials to share its best ideas with 
anybody else that wants to hook in, 
but still manages to attract some 
favorable attention among those who 
follow radio carefully. WEVD is also 
handicapped financially and in other 
ways but does a commendable job in 
giving ‘the other side’ a chance. 


NORFOLK 


1. §/ WTAR 
UWGH 




















Norfolk’s WTAR is flanked across 
the bay by Newport News’ WGH. 
Both moderately active. WTAR has 
the power advantage and a news- 
paper affiliation. WGH is on its 
own. Showmanship runs from oc- 
casional waking spells to protracted 
snoozes. Both stations seem to take 
scanty advantage of nearby Virginia 
Beach. Neither .does much to sell 
the Norfolk market outside. WRVA, 
Richmond, signal comes in lightly. 
Plenty of ocean, marsh and forest 
hems in this community. 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


1. WKY 

= 2. KOMO 
3. / KFXR 
UKGFG 


WKY by a mile. Builds programs, 
spawns ideas. Stunts, news, sports, 
vox pop. Elaborate equipment and 
studios new in 1936. Active on all 
fronts and out to get places. 


Omaha 


1. WOW 
2. KOIL 
3. WAAW 


Again the same lineup. City and 
its stations pretty familiar to the 
trade, and outside opinions on the 
situation dovetail. Everybody has 
his share of the ordnance and makes 
okay use of it. 





























PHILADELPHIA 











1. WCAU 
2, WIP 
[ WPEN-WRAX 
3.) WFIL 
|KYW 
4, WHAT 


5. § WDAS 
UWTEL 


One-two sequence is same as last 
year but recognition should be made 
of WIP’s consistently snappy inde- 
pendent job. Ben Gimbel-Al Cor- 
mier station is resourceful and 
thinks ‘em up and carries ‘em out 
prolifically. 














Solid strength of WCAU makes it 





pretty difficult for smaller station to 
make out a clear claim for No. 1. 
WCAU . has been strengthened by 
dropping KYW, a strange NBC bed- 
fellow for the CBS 50,000-watter. 
Latter is now on its own with both 
WCAU and KYW healthier for the 
divorce. It was a marriage nobody 
expected to last. 

During 1936 WCAU increased its 
local sustainers and withdrew time 
commercially where and when de- 
sirable. Has stressed educational 
and agricultural group stuff and im- 
proved facilities for visual audiences. 
Copped a baseball prize awarded by 
General Mills. WIP now has 64 on 
its payroll and 10 in house orchestra. 


Has substantial sustaining budget 
and goes after remotes, novelties, 
community attention-getters. Has 
barn dance, community sing, re- 


ciprocal publicity deal with dailies, 
vox pop and an array of tie-ups. 

WPEN-WRAX do an excellent and 
sensible job catering frankly and 
solely to the foreign language ele- 
ment. There are 368,625 foreign born 
and 219,599 negroes out of a popula- 
tion of 1,359,833. 


PHOENIX, ARIZ. 


1. KTAR 
2. KOY 


As above and without comment. 


PITTSBURGH 


1. WCAE 


2.) WWSW 
Kav 


3. § WJAS 
(\KDKA 


WCAE hangs onto its leadership 
margin for a fourth time. Hearst 
airer upped its budget for local fare 
in ’36, and set the carbureter for 
more sports and news juice. 

Indie WWSW, the Post-Gazette 
property, is driving for mass appeal, 
with lots of emphasis on sports and 
remotes. Stays niftily tied in the 
No. 2 slot with KQV, as in 1935. 
Latter station is one of- the two 
Brennen outlets (other is WJAS), 
and continues to mush through the 
competition with local fare and 
novelties on the ascendant. 

WJAS needs more showmanship 
emphasis to assert itself clearly in 
the Iron City situation. Hobbles 
along pretty weakly except for its 
web affiliation, which is relied upon 
in lieu of showmanship things. Trade 
experts not over familiar with the 
outfit. 

KDKA, a veteran in the industry, 
is ossified. Community life appar- 
ently is neglected for wire fodder 
and wattage. Has slipped since last 
year once more, and agency men 
have been outspoken on this situa- 


PORTLAND, ORE. 



































1. KOIN 
2. KGW 
3. KEX 
4. KALE 
5 


. SKWIT 
(KXL 


First four stations are mildly 
familiar to east. Portland active and 
its showmanship not inferior. KOIN 
stress news has censorship policies 
under/ which loan sharks, under- 
takers, painless tooth-blasters, laxa- 


tives, etc., are forbidden. Rotates 
its Art Kirkham, who made 100 
whooper-upper addresses before 
clubs in zone during 1936. KALE, 


sister station, absorbed former KFJR 
and now has full time. Has ama- 
teurs, community sings, theatre tie- 
ins, sports, including hockey; gives 
transcriptions right-of-way over pho- 
nograph records. 

KGW-KEX are Oregonian owned 
and very smart. Known to eastern 
agencies somewhat. Latter, however, 
tend to pick KOIN for first place. 
Some local program creation and 
mentality definitely receptive to 
showmanship. 


— 





Growth of Vox Pop Programs 


ee 





WGST, Atlanta 
WKW, Akron 
WEEI, Boston 
KPMC, Bakersfield 
WSGN, Birmingham 
WCAO, Baltimore 
WFBR, Baltimore 
WBAL, Baltimore 
WBEN, Buffalo 
WMEX, Boston 
WCPO, Cincinnati 
WKRC, Cincinnati 
WGAR, Cleveland 
WHK, Cleveland 
WCOL, Columbus 
WJJD, Chicago 
WBT, Charlotte 
WSOC, Charlotte 
CKLW, Windsor 
WJBK, Detroit 


WWJ, Detroit 
WSMK, Dayton 
KSO, Des Moines 


Wwoc, Davenport 
KLZ, Denver 
KRLD, Dallas 
WRR, Dallas 
WOwWO, Ft. Wayne 





Some notion of the spread of ‘inquiring reporter’ and similar stunts 
of a ‘sidewalk interview’ character (inclusive of lobby, theatre aisle, 
ditto variations) is gleaned from the list of stations reporting such 
activities during 1936. Here they are: 


WTAQ, Green Bay 
KTRH, Houston 
WIRE, Indianapolis 
WMBR, Jacksonville 
WNOX, Knoxville 
KXBY, Kansas City 
KRLA, Little Rock 
KARK, Little Rock 
KFAB, Lincoln 
WAVE, Louisville 
WNBR, Memphis 
WQAM, Miami 
WIP, Philadelphia 
WINS, New York 
WOR, New York 
WMCA, New York 
WHEC, Rochester 
WTMYV, East St. Louis 
KQV, Pittsburgh 
WWSWV, Pittsburgh 
WRVA, Richmond 
KWG, Stockton 
WORC, Worcester 
WBRE, Wilkes-Barre 
WBRY, Waterbury 
WKY, Oklahoma City 
KTBS, Shreveport 
WOL, Washington 








going places under Cherry & Webb 
needs more -time to mature. Only 
just joined Columbia. WEAN and 
WJAR, latter one of veterans of 
broadcasting biz, scarcely  bestir 
themselves in showmanship from 
one end of year to other. 


RICHMOND 














1. } WRVA 
| WMBG 
2. WPHR 


Richmond will shortly be the scene 
of a hectic scrap for audiences. 
WPHR, really in Petersburg, 
move in. Newspaper outfit will get 
a smallie, bringing the town’s ether 
count to four. Showmanship or 


starvation is in the cards for every- 
body. 

Past year has earned favorable re- 
ports for WMBG which climbed into 
a tie with Larus’ WRVA, previously 
inevitable winner. WMBG got a 
smart addition to its staff via Bob 
Mitchell, one-time theatre and con- 
cert organist (Capitol, N. Y.), later 
salesman for WHN and Major Bowes 
who was there at that time. Mit- 
chell has gone in for swashbuckling 
showmanship, stunts, remotes, sports, 
and civic fare—all with an eye on 
WRVA. Which is a compliment to 
WRVA, but effectively a lever in 
WMBG’s bailiwick. On the basis 
of this climb, conscientiously per- 
formed, a tie is noted. 

WRVA unquestionably looks over 
the terrain with quiet dignity, which 
it tries to reflect in prestige plugs 
for the community. Has originated 
some programs of real merit, and 
sticks closely to civic affairs. Barron 
Howard known well to the trade. 

WPHR, the Petersburg outfit due 
for a move directly into the city, 
has not given any particular account 
of itself. 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


1. WHAM 
2. WHEC 
3. WSAY 


WHAM  produces_—_s considerable 
number of programs, has the class, 
maintains standards. In 1936 in- 
creased talent budget, created more 
programs (one fed on special loop to 
Buffalo, Syracuse, Utica and A\l- 
bany). Has U-P., lois of news and 
sports and high-grade music, 

Leadership in showmanship for 
1936 without dissent. 


SALT LAKE CITY 























PROVIDENCE 


NO SELECTIONS 


Always a slothful town in a show- 





1. KSL 
2. KDYL 


Both stations recognized in the 
east by time buyers, bespeaking their 
activity and horn-tooting. KSL has 
slight edge via fairly active program 








manship way, WPRO’s promise of 


production and a sheaf of glib civic 


tie-ins. KDYL leans more toward 
novelty and stunty stuff, but puts 
up a good stiff scrap and is so rec- 
ognized. 

While not pertinent particularly 
to commercial showmanship KSL 
gets credit for suave production on 
Mormon church short-wave  pro- 
grams, 





will | 





SAN ANTONIO | 








1. WOAI 

2. ' KONO 

| KABC 

3. KTSA 

4. KMAC 
WOAI has the edge again. News 
and sports are its fortes, and a 


weather eye is peeled for the sur- 
rounding farm element. 

KONO and KABC, both indies, 
distinguish themselves by ducking 
under WOAI’s wattage into the for- 
eign language, sports and _ topical 
field. 

KTSA, acquired by Hearst during 
the past year, is a potential comer, 
but changeovers, etc., have left it 
mum. Agency men accord it better 
chances for 1937. 

KMAC is just there, that's all. 


| SAN DIEGO, CAL. 


1. KGB 
2. KFSD 


Has to meet cheap rate cards of 
Mexican stations. Not much to re- 
port in showmanship way—-again 
the California verdict—but KFSD 
has an edge. 


SAN FRANCISCO | 


NO SELECTIONS 


When Variety asked some trade 
experts about this metropolitan cen- 
ter of 700,000 and more population, 
the boys said they preferred to dis- 
cuss the radio situation in Oshkosh. 
When the questionnaires were taken 
out of the ice box, only KRE (Berk- 
eley). KROW (Oakland), and KGO 
and KPO had bothered to answer. 
The two suburban stations listed a 
flock of tie-ins, stunts, programs, 
etc., while KGO and KPO honestly 
admitted they were largely NBC 
wire airers without much of 42 
chance to do community showman- 
ship. Sole conclusion to be derived 
from this state of affairs is that 
seven out of 11 stations in the area . 
believe in provincialism, and have 
practiced their doctrines so strictly 
that the eastern agency boys are 
guessing. 

That certain realignments in web 
stations have taken place in San 
Francisco, as in other California 
localities, is undoubtedly a contin- 
gency that rates as something of an 
excuse. But only ‘something of an 
excuse,’ In the face of a geographi- 




















cal barrier to the east, Califoriiia, 
the home territory of filmdom and 
(Continued on page 35) 
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other high priests of showmanship, 
has seen fit to let the geographical 
barrier become a mental one, with 
regard to radio. Community show- 
manship, and playing frog entirely 
in one pond, is okay, but not when 
that pond might as well be on Mars. 

Without lowering the guard and 
venturing a prophecy of too rigid 
dimensions, it might be remarked 
that isolation is at best a_ short- 
sighted policy. And showmanship, 
no matter how good or hefty at the 
start, is bound to go stale in circum- 





stances conducive to in-breeding. | 
Los Angeles radio last year was 
headed in that direction. And that ! 


goes for the Golden Gate premises 
in equal measure. 

By comparison, such localities as | 
Seattle, Spokane and Portland, far 
removed from the glamour terrain 
of California and up in the pine and 
apple country, do a much sounder 
job. They have reps selling their 
stations in tne east, keep in touch 
with all parts of the U. S., and know 
how to spell New York on an en- 
velope. 





SEATTLE 





1. KOMO 
2. KIR 
3. KIRO 
4. KOL 
{ KRSG 
5. / KVL 
\KxA 
Plenty of stations in this city of 
375,000. KOMO has commanded 


agency attention, with KJR on its 
heels. Rest are more or less on the 
tail end of the wagon, distinctive 
features being a blur in the experts’ 
recollection. 


| SHENANDOAL, IA. 


1, KFNF 
2. KMA 


Strictly farm in both cases, 
Agencies give the nod to KFNF al- 
though KMA not far behind. KFNBF 
eliminated phonograph records, 
News, weather, hogs, stock and pit 
prices—anything the farmers are in- 
terested in. Swedish, Danish, Ger- 
man programs for tillers of those 
extractions, 


| SHREVEPORT, LA. 


1. {/KWKH 
UKTBS 


2. KRMD 


Stunty town but two stations un- 
der one ownership. Less active in 
1936 than in previous semesters. 


| SOUTH BEND, IND. 


NO SELECTIONS 


First time this town’s included, 
and the answer is ‘so what?” WFAM 
and WSBT both owned by the Trib. 
Stations from surrounding metropoli 
claim they can get into South Bend 
like a can opener into a tin of sar- 
dines, but so far WFAM and WSBT 
haven’t knocked the chip off any- 
body’s shoulder. 


SPOKANE 
































ject until the next year, 


Neither 
WCBS nor WTAX answered the 
questionnaire in this instance and 
neither is on record with any of the 
eastern agencies consulted as ever 
aaa themselves or their mar- 
et. 





SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 














1. WMAS 

2. WSPR 
Leaving WBZA, team-mate of 
| WBZ, Boston, out of the picture, 
Springfield is summed up vaguely 
, as above. Reputations do not perco- 


| late beyond the immediate environs 


of the market. 











NO SELECTIONS 


KGBX and KWTO are the sta- 
tions. Neither the market nor its 
exploiters have left any decisive im- 
pressions on agency minds. 


ST. LOUS =| 








1. KMOX 
2. KSD 
3. WTMV 
4. /KWK 

| WIL 


Jim Shouse and his CBS-owned 
KMOX take the bacon home handily. 
This in the face of web ownership, 
and the duties of supplying wire 
fodder for the southwest end of the 
hookup. KMOX has built up a 
roster of personalities that means 
something, in addition to which it 
identifies itself with civic pride. 
Puffs the Blues city via a web pro- 
gram on Sundays, That’s smart. 


Some of the boys currently cutting 
out niches for themselves include: 
France Laux, sportscaster; Eddie 
Dunstedter, organist-leader; Al Roth 
and Ben Feld with their orchestra; 
Harry W. Flannery, newscaster. 
Special events and remotes are fully 
utilized, and the rural listeners get 
their share of hillbilly twanging, 
farm prices, barnyard follies, and 
how to cure chicken lice. 

KSD, set down for No. 2, is the 
Post-Dispatch adjunct, It hammers 
news and public events, plus build- 
ing a number of local shows. 


Across the creek, in East St. Louis, 
Ill., is WTMV, allotted third place. 
It’s got 100-watts, and the news- 
papers throw its blurbs into the 
wastebasket. Which isn’t so hot 
when you’re trying hard, as WTMV 
apparently is. Recognition is here 
accorded a set of adverse circum- 
stances, which the station is trying 
to upset with the tools its limited 
budget and wattage allow. Aims at 
the middle classes, tries to put ‘pro- 
duction’ into its wax-built stanzas, 
has some foreign language stuff, and 
optimistically maintains a publicity 
department. A pat on the back is 
in order, all things considered. 

KWK and WIL didn’t answer the 
questionnaire. Agency experts had 
’em slated for various positions up 
and down the list, but the addition, 
by and large, comes out to fourth 
place. More showmanship should be 
forthcoming from airers endowed 
with this duo’s resources. And that 
goes especially for KWK with its 
potential power, fiscal and electrical. 





1, KFPY 
2. KHQ 


3. | KFIC 
\KGA 


Keen rivalry in Spokane between 


STOCKTON, CAL. 








SPRINGFIELD, MO.” | 





1, KWG 
2. KGDM 





KFPY and KHQ. Symons, prominent 
in broadcasting as whole, is topper 
for showmanship. Regarded as do- 
ing good all-round community job. 
Tries to keep station before atten- 
tion of easterners. 


SPRINGFIELD, ILL. 


NO SELECTIONS 


This is the town that never writes 
in until after the ratings are printed. 
And then forgets all about the sub- 














KWG takes the sprig of 
|here on the basis of a few peeps of 


| showmanship harmonics. 
| is a lot out where radio’s ‘lost hori- 


|zon’ begins. 
|those unknown markets that eastern 


More or less one of 


laurel | 


agencies get confused with Straw- 


berry Point, Idaho. 
'communities live unto 


These California | 
themselves, | 
| and it’s a cinch they’re not worrying | munity station. NBC’s paid do nice | 


about what anybody thinks of their 


showmanship which, 


| San Francisco comment, 
| to salute the nostrils. 


is inclined | a 


POLICE COURT 
BROADCASTING: 





Itemized below are some of the | 
stations that reported regular broad- | 
casts from police courts during 1936. | 
Majority of broadcasts occurred in} 
mornings and were limited to traf- | 
fic cases with the ‘safety propaganda’ 
angle the reason and the excuse. 
Such broadcasts are frequently | 
frowned upon by lawyers and bar 
associations. 


Stations with court room privileges 
include: 
WJW, Akron. 
WCOP, Cincinnati. 
WCOL, WBNS, Columbus. 
WBBM, Chicago. 
WIND, Gary. 
WJR, Detroit. 
WHIO, Dayton. 
KRNT, Des Moines. 
KLZ, Denver. 
KRLD, Dallas. 
WATL, Atlanta. 
KTRH, Houston. 
KMBR, Jacksonville. 
KCKN, Kansas City. 
KARK, Little Rock, 
KFOR, Little Rock. 
WQAM, Miami. 
WCAE, Pittsburgh. 
KVOA, Tucson. 
WTAR, Norfolk. 


| SYRACUSE 


1. WSYR 

2. WFBL 
Harry Wilder’s WSYR trebled sus- 
taining allowance. Hired layman on 
rotating system (and for cash) to 
give station benefit of outside view- 
point on programs and_ policies. 
Sports is conspicuous element of 
diet. Attracted attention with a ban- 
quet to its advertisers marked by 
complete freedom from_ speeches. 
Stirred up things on its power boost. 
In general seemed to have the edge 
on WFBL, although latter is alert 























and has done some showmanly 
things, too. 

TACOMA 

1. KVI 

2. KMO 


Not too much detail available, but 
KVI has at least kept the brass plate 
polished. Circularizes the east. 


TUCSON, ARIZ. 


1. KVOA 


2. KGAR 
King Whyte’s KVOA maintains 
first position. 


TULSA, OKLA. 























1. §/KTUL 
(KVO0O 
Tulsa has some high income 


groups, but the stations haven’t ap- 
praised agencies of their full story 
as yet. Looks like the community 
angles will have to be reflected in 
the national mirror for complete 
realization of this market. 
Contenders are pretty evenly 
matched. KTUL has added a full-| 
time production department and | 
gone in for some program building, 
while KVOO upped its staff, cut 


| of the country. 


| Lee 


3 PERFORMANCES NIGHTLY 


‘Lone Ranger’ Repeats Twice—Adds 
West Coast Stztions 








Detroit, Feb. 9. 
Six more stations will be added 
|to the chain airing WXYZ’s Lone 
Ranger’ serial Monday (15) when 
remainder of Don Lee web on Pa- 
cific Coast joins indie hookup. Total 
number of outlets for western drama 


U. S. A. SETS UP 
AIR SCRIPT 
EXCHANGE 








will then be 21, including ten on 
the Coast and 11 in the eastern part 


‘Ranger’ expanded Jan. 18 to four | 
Southern California outlets of the| 
web. H. Allen Campbell, | 
| WXYZ’'s g.m., last week signed up 
| the entire Lee network. 

Addition of the six nothern sta-| 
tions of the Lee web also gives the | 
program three sponsors, all bread | 
makers. In the eastern half of the 
country it’s backed by the Gordon 
Baking Co., which has been footing 
bill for past three years over WOR, 
Newark, WGN, Chicago, WSPD, 


state web of eight stations. Gordon 
doesn’t cover western markets, so} 
the Western Bakeries were lined up 


Washington, Feb. 9. 

Establishment of an Educational 
Radio Script Exchange, through 
which broadcasters will be able to 
| get scripts ‘especially appropriate 
for educational broadcasting,’ was 
| announced last week by the U. S. 
| Office of Education. 

Stepping up its campaign to bring 
learning to radio listeners, Govern- 
ment education agency dispatched 
catalogs listing 53 of its offerings to 
5,000 customers, including broad- 
casting transmitters, high schools 


Toledo, WXYZ, Detroit, and latter’s | and colleges, CCC camps and civic 
| organizations interested in the sub- 


ject of educational broadcasting. 
Other persons desiring the catalog 





for the Coast portion of program 
when it expanded Jan. 18. Latter} 
bakery doesn’t cover northern Pa- 
cific territory, so Kilpatrick Bakeries | 
were signatured for that part of | 
broadcast. 

Present setup necessitates three 
dramatizations nightly of the thrice- 
weekly serial, written by Fran 
Striker and acted by WXYZ Studio 
Players, under supervision of James 
Jewell. First broadeast, from 7:30 
to 8 p.m., EST, will go out over 
WOR, WSPD, WXYZ and its state 
web. Second, at 8:30 p.m., EST, will 
go to WGN, and the third, at 10:30, 
EST, to the Lee web. 

Commercials for west coast broad- 
cast will come from Los Angeles, 
ork at this end providing the cue. 





Spielers Turn Writers 
Hartford, Feb. 9. 

WDRC adds announcer Ray Bar- 
rett, formerly of WBNX, New York. 
Will also write continuity. Gilbert 
Bayek is also new addition to the 
staff. 

Announcer Harvey Olson has been 
taken off some of the programs to 
devote more time to continuity writ- 
ing. 





showmanship during the scrub work- 
out. 

Overlapping of network-national 
capitol stuff and staffs with purely 
community aspects makes Washing- 
ton an equation not duplicated any- 
where else. NBC struts itself suavely 
in the diplomatic relations. 


WATERBURY, CONN. | 


1. WBRY 


2. WATR 

Wide margin for WBRY (formerly 
W1XBS). Its a hustling outfit. Has 
barn dance, live talent Italian pro- 
grams, amateurs, theatre tie-ins, re- 
ligious forum, plenty of stunts, vox 
pop, Yale student news and other 
university activities. 


WILKES-BARRE, PA. 




















No change since last time. WBRE 
edges into community characteristics 
fairly well. 


WILMINGTON, DEL. | 


NO SELECTIONS 














|down on NBC wire fodder, and un- 
limbered the local feedbag. Activity | 
looks to be on a decent plane, but | 








more back-patting outside of Tulsa | 
seems necessary. 
| 














WASHINGTON, D.C. | 
| 1. WJSV | 
2. §) WMAL 

| 5. ‘WoL 


Columbia the more active com- 


| job, however. Not the walk-away | 


as delicately |for WJSV it was a couple of years| 
| Suggested under the Los Angeles and 


|ago. WOL has become the prize in 


series of political manipulations | 
and has lost some of its standing in’ 


Showmanship—WDE. and WILM 
—there isn’t enough to fill out a full 
| paragraph. 


WORCESTER, MASS. | 


1. WORC 
2. WTAG 


Same as last tally. A town of 
meagre showmanship activity. WORC 
powenry: mike staff and strived to 











| remind its listeners at station breaks | 


| of choice items to com 
and Thesaurus. Sports emphasis and | 


man on street. Even some hillbilly. | 


|Ties in with Holy Cross College 
| for debate. French, Jewish and Swed- 
ish programs, Easily the showman- 
ship leader, 


e. Transradio | 


may get one by writing the Office 
of Education, U. S. Department of 
the Interior, at Washington, officials 


| explained. 


A radio Production Manual and 
Glossary of Radio Terms will sup- 
plement the scripts, the Education 
Office announced. Manual covers 
problems met with in producing 
radio programs, while glossary 
translates radio lingo into English. 


Reporting unexpected success with 
its experiments last summer, when 
a series of six scripts, ‘Interviews 
with the Past,’ was picked up by 
more than 500 different broadcast 
groups interested in the educational 
angle, the Education office said that 
chats covering a wide range of sub- 
jects were being offered in the pres- 
ent catalog. Broadcasters may find 
bits on history, biography, geo- 
graphy, music appreciation and 
natural science in the new batch. 

More than 600 additional scripts 
have been procured by the new 
Script Exchange, through the coop- 
eration of groups throughout the 
cM&intry producing educational pro- 
grams, officials said, some of which 
are being brushed up by expert 
writers on the staff of the Educa- 
tional Radio Project. Single copies 
of any of the completed scripts will 
be sent cuffo to broadcasters who 
will use them on non-commercial 
programs, or to individuals wanting 
them for ‘mock broadcasts’ over 
loudspeaker systems, or for other 
educational purposes. 


KFAB BACK IN DENIM; 
HIGH-BROW NO DICE 


Omaha, Feb. 9. 

Coming to the conclusion after all 
these years that the cornbelt is just 
that, KFAB, with studios here and 
in Lincoln, is going to revert to a 
farm type station and deliver the 
‘corn’ via the dial. KFAB, attempt- 
ing for many years to give the air 
symphony orks, sopranos, high-hit- 
| ting tenors, intellectual speakers, etc., 
will replace with fiddlers, cowboy 











yodelers, expand the cake recipe 
times, etc. 
1. WBRE Decision was said to have been 
2. WBAX reached by officials here after noting 


the marked success of the other two 
stations in pandering to the ag tastes 
of the predominant population in the 
area. 


Govt. Own Air Studio 


Washington, Feb. 9. 

Construction of first Federal broad- 
casting studio will start in immedi- 
ate future after occupancy of the 
new $13,000,000 Interior Department 
takes place. 

With huge structure ready for use, 
officials are putting finishing touches 
on specifications for pent-house 
which will be the initial attempt to 
provide a centralized location for 
presentation of scores of current 
government programs. Two studios 
are projected, one for dramatizations 
and a small room for individual 
speakers. 











United Press tap into newsroom 
of WLW and WSAI this week, sup- 
plementing INS service. Stations 
| discontinued Press Radio feeds a 
‘couple of months since. 
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RADIO REVIEWS 


Wednesday, February 10, 


\ 


A 


1937 





IRVING BERLIN NIGHT ON HOL- | 


| 


LYWOOD HOTEL 


‘DAVID AND GOLIATH’ 
With Bert Swor, Lou Lubin 


; Comedy 


With Eddie Cantor, Fred MacMur- | 
ray, Louella Parsons, Dick Powell, | 
Madeleine Carrell, Alice Faye, 
Pilly Gilbert, Raymond Paige 
Orch. 

60 Mins. 


CAMPBELL SOUP 

Friday, 9 p.m. EST. 

WABC, New York 
(F. Wallis Armstrong) 
First half with Irving Berlin and 
his songs was a wow. 
gesture to a composer, a 
publicity build-up for his latest pic- 
ture, a fast-moving sample of radio 
production. By contrast, the 


| 


5 Mins, 
RCA 
Sunday, 2 p. m. 
WJZ, New York 
(Lord & Thomas) 
It apparently takes a fancy tag for 


a blackface team to get attention in | 
Listeners most likely have | 


radio. 


| been conditioned in that direction by 


| with a 
| background, have been 
ast } 


half was a let-down. In was mostly |! 
dialog excerpted from the picture, | 
‘On the Avenue,’ and gave the 


listener a hazy conception of what it 
was all about. Nice question of 
whether it would whet or dull an 
appetite to see the film. Notably the 
listener was not quite set clear on 
«from to like and whom not to like, 
who was sincere-and who wasn’t. A 
seriously-developed comedy sit- 
uation was thereafter rendered blah 
by the smartaleckry in the ham- 
burger stand, etc. Just another ex- 
ample that what’s okay with visuali- 
zation may sound pretty silly and 
unconvincing when limited to the 
ear. 

Dick Powell, Madeleine Carroll, 
Alice Faye and Billy Gilbert from 
the picture repeated the excerpts. 
Not their fault. Nor particularly a 
fault of direction. That was work- 
manlike. But the material wasn’t 
quite suited to radio. 


Bert Swor and Lou Lubin, each | 
long minstrel and vaude | 
trying to 
make a dent in the kilocycles for | 
some time, but the going was tough 


until they tvok on the billing of | 
| David and Goliath and appeared 
with NBC’s WPA _ show, ‘Parade | 


of Professionals.’ Listeners and 
the trade started talking about the 
team, and RCA’s make the first com- 
mercial date for Swor and Lubin 
under their new moniker. 

It’s the same old act for either 
party. Swor does the straight and 
the undersized Lubin still quails and 
stutters. Their material isn’t the stuff 


| that makes stuff or nonsense when | 


| on paper. 
| livery. 


|}and malapropisms. 


‘Hotel’ now has Fred MacMurray as | 
A be considerably enhanced and length- | 
| 


m.c. and he is doing a very likable 
job. Clear, light but not wisecracky, 


| ened. 


ingratiating his presence helps the | 


show. 
the gal 
sponsor. She 
with expressions of thanks 
concerned, 
Her own conduct before the mike 
is much better than when she was 
newer and less secure. Handles her- 
self nicely. Her squarer on Powell's 
behalf in giving Jack Warner a 
mention was effective. 

Eddie Cantor, who is on a veritable 
merry-go-round of all the commer- 
cial programs, did his bit for Berlin 
and good old F. Wallis Armstrong. 
As usual, Eddie is slick in merging 
2 touch of sentiment with gagging. 
And, never-failingly, he cleverly 
seeds in that plug for Texaco. Can- 
tor has been conducting a suave cam- 
paign of reciprocal tie-ups and ex- 
changes, making something of 


Miss Parsons is the hostess, 
who fetches ‘em for the 


| Mack 


is wisely generous | 
to all | 


including studio execs. ‘HELP THY NEIGHBOR’ 


| With Hal Styles 
| Job Finding 

| 30 Mins. 
| Sun., 3:30 


| KHJ, Los Angeles 


| 


It all depends on the de- 
They take their cue from | 
current political issues and confound | 
the listener with heated arguments 
that contain nothing but strings of | 
disjointed, incoherent monosyllables 
It all stacks up 
as something different for radio, and 
the chances are that the pair could 
click in a fashion for a while. With 
some really funny material to go 
with their style, the chances would 


Swor once worked as part of the 
and Moran act, while Lubin 
has held several vaude partnerships. | 

Odec. 


p.m. 
GORDON CREDIT HOUSE 


(Milton Weinberg Agency) 
That groping around for something 
new and different has brought forth 
a program here that may get a gen- 





| erous carboning. Those who dial it | 


| will 
| drink 


sit 
it 


back and_ sentimentally | 


in. Everyone should like 


'to hear a jobless worker hop back 


| om someone’s payroll. 
ature and this program appeals to | 


ain 


science of his travels around the | the human instincts. 


kilocycles. 


With the proteges he has 


brought to prominence, he manages | 


as entertainer, impresario, man of | Views on 


Idea is to have a half dozen or 
more unemployed submit to inter- 
their qualifications. Hal 


affairs and American showman de| Styles, long a_ special events man 
luxe to keep himself constantly and | at KMTR, conducts the proceedings 


favorably in the public eye. 
Soup commercials nicely handled. 


Purists might object to the slurring | 


of the word ‘vegetable.’ Land, 


COHAN and HARRIS REUNION 


With George M. Cohan, Sam H. Har- | 
ris, John B. Kennedy, H. Leopold | 


Spitalny Orc 
Variety-Testimonial Show 
30 Mins., Sunday, 8 p. m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 


Radio programs of this calibre 
have something or other to do with 
a recent inclination in these United 
States about honoring the living, and 
not waiting until too late. That’s 
why, perhaps, a testimonial pro- 
gram of this type—almost a com- 
mercial plug for Cohan & Harris’ 
forthcoming ‘Fulton of Oak Falls,’ 
opening tonight (Wednesday) on 
Broadway—is broadly put under the 
head of sustaining or institutional 


programing by NBC. Technically, 
it’s a dandy trailer and trail-blazer 


for George M. Cohan and Sam H 


Harris’ reunion as impresarios, re- 


| 





establishing a time-honored tradi- 


tion in the American theatre. 


Deftly paced by John B. Kennedy, 
and suavely scripted by Wade Ar- 
nold, the latter—as one writer to 
another—makes incidental curtsy to 
Parker Fennelly, NBC character ac- 
ter in the current serial, ‘Snow Vil- 
lage Sketches,’ as. one of the co- 


dramatists of the Cohan play. 


With the H. Leopold Spitalny or- 
chestra and vocalists for background, 
the rich and fertile cavalcade of 
Cohan songs was suavely medleyed, 


without overemphasis 
proper pace. 


and with 
In between are brief 


dialog sequences between a pseudo- 
Cohan and a pseudo-Harris—in their 
4 Cohans and Terry McGovern man- 
agerial days—who plant how C&H 
first came into partnership and main- 
tined that from 1904 until 1919 (the | 


Equity strike) with nothing but a 


handshake between them to bind the 


bargain. 

Cohan and Harris come into the 
scene about midsection with Cohan, 
naturally, monopolizing the gab as 
he reprises his_ theatrical 
ground; his favorite songs, etc. ‘Mary 
Is a Grand Old Name’ and ‘So Long. 
Mary,’ were his personal choices, and 


‘he sang a snatch of another. 
Kennedy called him the greatest | 


living American; nicely paced the 
entire proceedings to cram a life- 
time of color and theatrical achieve- 
ment into a too brief period, and 
altogether NBC dished up an effec- 
tive review of a twosome whose 
yesteryear’s tradition may be a bit 
obscure to the radio fans who know 
from nothing but Parkyakakas and 
Baron Munchausen. Abel. 


along sober, sombre lines and at his 
side has a ‘Miss Cordial’ at the phone 
receiving incoming calls from pros- 
pective employers. On first broad- 
cast Styles brought five persons to 
the mike and before the _ signoff 
three calls came in offering jobs. 

In drawing out their pedigree 
Styles quizzes the applicants on past 
experience, why they left their last 
job and how much salary they ex- 
pected. It would have added a 
showmanly touch if the phone con- 
versation was amplified instead of 
being faintly heard in the back- 
ground. Among those seeking em- 
ployment by the radio route were 
a former mayor, a onetime personal 
orderly to President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, a woman with a univer- 
sity degree who sought to qualify as 
a receptionist, and an Englishman 
who spent 30 years as a steward on 
ocean liners. 

Program may draw a squawk from 


| the employment agencies, who get 





| one-third of first month’s salary for 


those they spot on jobs. No obliga- 
tion is incurred by those who land 
positions, the station even absorbing 
the charge on reverse calls from out 
of town. If the show wins wide- 
spread favor there’s the possibility 
that a political protest may be regis- 
tered. 

Styles handles the program 
adeptly and never tries to take ad- 
vantage of his subject’s misfortune. 
He works without script and keeps 
things moving. Credit house, which 
is bankrolling for 26 weeks, lays off 
the plug until the finish when Styles 
goes into the personality of the firm’s 
head and what a great guy he is to 
do business with. It was a sock com- 
mercial and yet Styles didn’t have 
to go overboard on the sales angle. 

Piece opens and signs off with a 
soloist chanting ‘Love Thy Neigh- 
bor,’ substituting ‘help’ for ‘love.’ 





} 





back- | 


An interesting experiment that has 


the trade talking. Helm. 
GEORGE DORN 
With Benny Kyte’s Orchestra, 


Charles Woods 
Music, Songs 
15 Mins. 


|ANNIS FURS 





Sunday, 6 p.m. 
WXYZ, Detroit 


George Dorn, who coupla years 
ago won the local Kate Smith ama- 
teur contest, turns in some nifty 
warbling on this new program, 
whose subtitle is ‘Songs of Yester- 
day.’ With Benny Kyte’s band and 
some neat philosophical-poetry by 
Charles Woods, this show fills a nice 
spot on the early Sunday eve card. 

In keeping with theme of prog, 
commercial is choice. and se 

ete. 


Amos ’n’ Andy, Pick and Pat and, 


A graceful | other like mike dialecticians. 
nifty | 


! 


That’s human | 


; tition 


| 
| 














Follow-Up Comment 





Guy Lombardo’s winning for sixth | HOLLAND HOUSE COFFEE 





time of N. Y. World-Telegram poll | 


Bond Bread, Sunday (7) Bread 
pointed out that Lombardo had been 
leading for six years and Bond had 
been pace-setting the roasted dough 
field for 20 years. As a further 
emphasis, the program consisted of 
‘the favorite tunes of the radio edi- 
tors of the United States.’ 





| previous Sunday matinee (31). Repe- 


indicated one of two 
either the English comic is a one- 
routiner, or J. Walter Thompson, 
agency on the Sealtest account, was 
of the opinion that the same kit of 
oral sound-effects was worthy of a 
quick repeat. Routine is in line with 
Gardiner’s fantastic but polite sense 
of humor and has him imitating the 
curious rhythmic effect produced by 
a speeding train as it passes over the 
rails, the sounds encountered in rail- 
road tunnels, etc. 

Same show, which showed a con- | 
siderable degree of perking up as} 
compared to previous installments, 
also had Lauritz Melchoir, Danish 
tenor, doing a guestee. His was the 
outstanding item of the hour. Tom 
Howard and George Shelton were on 
again with their aimless bickering. 
Donald Dickson, barytonie standby, 
showed increasing promise, Stan 
Shaw proved a finer exponent of 
good diction than a click personality 


things; 


| in pursuing his m. ec. role, while Rob- | 


ert Emmett Dolan (formerly Bobby 
Dolan) accounted for some swell or- 
chestral interludes. The program 
was well routined. 





Eddie Cantor, who has launched 
quite a large number of now promi- 
nent personalities to radio, bowed in 
Harry Savoy on his program Sunday 
(7). And Savoy ought to go places. 
Hands out a different type of double- 
talk from any thus far used on the 
air with an expression (‘I'll give you 
a hit on the head’) which might well 
catch on, 

Whether it would get rapidly tire- 
some, or whether Savoy has suffi- | 
cient change of pace to stay on the 
air, of course, depends but his happy 
vaude background would seem to 
take care of this. Cantor, inciden- 


was heavily plugged in continuity on | 





Reginald Gardiner, as guestee of | 
the Sealtest show over NBC Satur- 
day night (6) repeated the same rou- 
tine that he had done for RCA the 


| stuff to a restrained tone that will be 
| welcome. 


| for the packer. 


RICHARD HIMBER ORCHESTRA 

With Stuart Allen, Goge DeLys, Fred 
Uttal 

Music, Songs 

30 Mins. 


Friday, 8 p.m. 
WOR, New York 
(U. S. Advertising) : 

Eppens Smith Co. is ballyhooing its 
glass jar-packed coffee with a Fri- 
day half-hour using Dick Himber, It 
is good entertainment throughout. 
Lush orchestrating and dansapistion | 
is niczly paced by Stuart Allen and 
Gogo DeLys, both experienced radio 
birdies. 

Fred Uttal holds the commercial 


Show is opposite Cities | 
Service on NBC, but is strong enough | 
to get its share. It should do a job| 
And it’s a strength- 
ener for the WOR program schedule. 





Sponsor carried spotlight ads on 
opener. Land. 


—.. 


—= 


LEO REISMAN ORCHESTRA 
With Eve Symington, Ray He: 

ton, Fred Uttal —w 
30 Mins. 

SCHAEFER BEER 
Sunday, 9 p.m. 
WOR, New York 

(B.B.D. & O.) 

During the past week, Station 
WOR has acquired two crack dance 
bands, Dick Himber and Leo Re 
man. Brooklyn brewer is the bank. 
roller for Reisman and _ cohorts, 
Sunday nights at 9 p.m. is the hour, 

Reisman’s music is richly varied 
full-bodied, snappy. In fact, he be. 
longs to the small galaxy of the dance 
toppers. So that part of Schaefer 


IS 


program is aces. Less effective is 
the production motif, the  tie-to. 
gether chatter. That’s a trifle blah. 
Nothing, however, that cannot be 
more or less easily fixed. 

Eve Symington is a= socialite 
| songstress current at the Waldorf. 


‘SPECIAL EDITION’ 

With Gabriel Heatter, Fannie Fitz- 
water, Arthur Frank Payne, Janet 
Howell 

36 Mins. 

BORDEN’S 

Friday, 1:30 p.m. 

VEAF, New York 

(J. P. Muller) 

Once a week for a half hour on 
Friday early afternoons, Borden's 
puts on a big radio build-up for its 
throw-away newspaper distributed to 
customers by the delivery men. J. 


P. Muller agency got the radio ac- 
count in competitive auditions. On 
air several ‘veeks when reviewed. 


Production formula is heavy in 
sound effects but light on music. And | 
altogether too much talk. It’s ter- 
rifically conversational and before 
the half hour is up the result must 
fray even very patient ears. On pa- 


| per it’s a ¢vod daytime arrangement. 


Probably the audition was a wow. It 
has four speakers, all of whom are 
okay. But music and lighter pass- 
ages, a variaticn of tempo and oc- 
casionally in the manner of presen- 
tation seems constructive criticism. 
Allowance may be made for the 
fact that the show directs itself en- 
tirely and solely to women—being | 
so announced at the very outset— | 
and from this it may be argued that | 
flaws that strike masculine listeners | 
may not be so sericus for the audi- | 
ence involved. However, there seems | 


|no particular reasyn for setting off 


tally, could stretch kindness (if that | 


is the word) a bit by giving his va- 
rious people billing. No way of 
knowing that it was Savoy, or who- 
ever, except to those in the trade 
who recognized some of the phrase- 
ology. In the past Cantor has been 
accused of over-billing his aides 
(Parkyakas), Rubinoff, Wallington, 
Bobby Breen, Deanna Durbin, even 
unto the degree of making himself a 
straight man for them. 





‘Moments You Never Forget,’ wax | 
stanzas, sponsored by Larus (Edge- 
worth, Domino) through Marschalk | 
& Pratt, are currently working | 
around to a believe-it-or-not eerie | 
tinge. Didn’t do it via dramatiza- 
tions on the latest sample, however | 
(6). Instead, a narrator tells the | 
yarn. Could probably be more effec- 
tive if dramatized, but the narrator’s 
voice in this instance was good, and 
the subsidiary music, male chorus, 
and orchestra stacked up as divert- 
ing. 

Story concerned the bad luck that | 
trailed everybody having anything to 
do with an Egyptian mummy case. 
Story is said to be backed up by re- 
liable documentation. In that case 
Larus might well turn these who- 
dunits into a contest, with prizes to 
those able to send in a reasonable 
solution. Dramatization in such an 
event, of course, necessary. Stanza 
currently also has a place for letters 
from listeners, recounting hard-to- 
believe experiences. 





‘BORDER VARIETIES’ 

With Joe Gentile, Trudy Little, Bill 
Lewis, Augie Rose, Rick Roberts’ 
Orchestra 

Variety 

30 Mins, 

Monday, 8:30-9 p.m. 

CKLW, Detroit 
One of a new series of programs 

CKLW is producing for Mutual, this 
half-hour show lacks only a visual 
audience to put it over. And since 
that’s impossible with station’s pres- 
ent studios, show has at least one 
strike on it already. 

Otherwise, there’s plenty to get 
excited about, particularly Joe Gen- 
tile, who not only m.c.’s but does 
about everything else. Ail swell, 
too. 

Show runs smoothly and swiftly. 
and embodies plenty of originality 
despite coupla takeoffs from other 
variety programs. Its chief forte. 
besides Gentile, are several ‘minute 
dramas’ and screwy chatter. Gags 
are plentiful and meritorious, but 
don’t click as they should because 
there’s no _ audience. It’s pretty 
tough for artists to pull a good one 


and then have to guffaw so listeners | 


will do likewise. 

Trudy Little contributes a pop 
tune in nice contralto; Bill Lewis is 
a good tenor; the ‘Rover Boys’ pull 
a nifty detective melodrama, and 
coupla novelty stunts are offered by 
ork members. Rick Roberts’ ork. 
ordinarily dishes out good tunes, but 
on show caught syncopation wasn’t 
there. Pete. 


| generally. 
‘Special Edition’ refers in title to) 





women’s programs as immune from 


Astoria. She sings very deep regis. 


| ter for a woman and with indifferent 


diction for radio. It did not appear 
from the first broadcast that she 
helped the program Rather she 
tended to slow it down. Of course 
there may be angles. Seems that the 
suds wants an aristocratic atmos. 
phere. Mentions the Waldorf-As- 
toria with emphasis and is evi- 
dently out to plant deep the idea 
that this brew is the-mode in smart 
places. Which probably wouldn't 


| start a quarrel even though ordinar- 


ily beer and champagne 


environe- 
ments are not deemed congental 
mates. Miss Symington is quite a 
nitery draw. She’s the daughter of 
Senator Wadsworth and is in the 


four-figure class in the smart boites. 
She and Reisman are co-features at 
the Waldorf’s Serb Room. 

Ray Heatherton tenors nicely and 
Fred Uttal carries on brightly as the 
breezy announcer. Program as is 
has Reisman for strength. But the 
interruptions to his music are not 
self-justifying because they interfere 
with something better without pro- 
viding any sock. Land. 





JOHN HELD VARSITY SHOW 


| With College Talent 


30 Mins. 
PONTIAC 
Friday, 10:30 p.m., EST. - 
WEAF, New York 
(D.P. Brother) 
This show rotates from campus to 
campus to make a show each week 


the standards of judgment applied} of the harmonica-players, glee clubs 


the Borden doorstep newspaper. 


(Latter is a fair printing job, loaded | 


with a lot of reading material that 
should get some attention from 
kitchen queens between chores). It 
keeps up throughout the motif of a| 
sheet getting ready to go to press. 
Opens ard closes a la Grand Hotel 
with telephone operator plugging in | 
and out on calls and setting the! 
scene, stressing the commercials, 
etc. Also a giggle or two. 

A gruff editor, a blundering copy 
boy and then, each in turn, the four 
feature writers, Heatter, Fitzwater, 
Payne and Howell, who dish out for 
the radio listeners in the guise of a 
verbal report to their boss. There’s 
sound effects of press rolling, office 
clatter and when each feature writer 
enters editorial sanctum, the door 
slams ostentatiously. 

Heatter talks generally of news; 
Miss Fitzwater purrs about milady’s 
suits and frills and mentions Mar- 
lene Dietrich every few breaths. 
Payne reads the headlines and draws 
psychological deductions. He spieled 
when heard on the difficulty of job- 
finding for youngsters and the de- 
pressions of adolescents. Probably 
helpful stuff for distressed parents 
From Hollywood—by the _ switch- 
board arrangement—is supposed to 
come Janet Howell’s film star gush. 
This young woman lays it on thick. 
But, as that’s the way the fans like 
it and as Hollvwood curiosity is com- 
monly accounted a sales angle that’s 
surefire, she fits okay. 

Program’s requirements for im- 
provement—and it needs improve- 
ment—are matters of editing, re- 
hearsal, direction. Solid stretches of 
gab should be broken up. Might 
even help to have the specialties of 
the four speakers written in dialog 
or semi-dialcs instead of the straight 
monologs now floated on the kilo- 
cycles, Land. 


YALE NEWS TALKING REPORTER 
5 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Daily, 6:55 p.m. 

WBRY, New Haven 

What is probably the first of its 
kind to hit the air lanes is a Mon- 
day-through-Friday program put on 
by members of the staff of Yale 
News. It’s a sustainer over WBRY 
and confines itself almost exclusively 
to local campus items. Material is 
gathered by News legmen, and edited 
and broadcast by Richard L. Morris, 
Jr., and Ted Beal, studes, who alter- 
nate at mike. 

On two programs caught, tendency | 
was to elaborate on unimportant de- | 
tails, thus reducing the number of 
items that might be crowded into the | 
brief period. Beal, at mike both| 
times, fumbled a few phrases but has | 
a pleasing voice. | 

As a checker, paper offers a week's 
subscription to anyone writing in 
comment on air program. First try 
brought a number of responses from 
sources outside of campus. Bone. 





| and teachers’ pets. 


| because the station 


Program caught, 
third of series, was from Ohio State. 
It tallied several organized musical 
groups connected with university 


| with extensive membership, 63 
voices, 90 instruments, etc. There 
were also skits and bits by indi- 


viduals and a dramatic excerpt from 
Ohio State’s own radio station edu- 
cational. 

All in all, it was a cinch to in- 
spire special tune-ins from _ the 
parents, alumni rooters and possibly 
the ditto factions of other colleges 
that either like or dislike Ohio 
State, or are preparing to be actors 
themselves. Next program is from 
Columbia University, Manhattan. 

John Held, Jr., the cartoonist, 
makes the rounds and acts as m.c. 
Straight announcing although a lit- 
tle breeze is injected. There’s no 
comedy. It’s serious and respectful 
and everybody’s great. There's a 
spiel a la Mayor Bowes salute, to the 
college, its president, its traditions. 
How many students, how many 
buildings, how many acres to the 
campus are itemized. Some illus- 
trious students listed. Ohio State 
named just three—James Thurber 
among them. 

Camel is the other commercial us- 
ing college talent. But differently. 
Camel incorporates into the regular 
program some selected group, usu- 
ally brought into New York or an- 
other pick-up point. Camel is apt 
to have the best average from en- 
tertainment standpoint. Pontiac gets 
the campus flavor—with all the awk- 
ward amateurishness included. 

Commercials are in good taste and 
not overly-insistent. Land. 


‘THE GRUMMITS’ 
Script 

30 Mins. 
Sustaining 

Friday, 8:30 p.m. 
WOR, New York 


New script show credited to Ed- 
ward Ford and directed by Roger 
Bower. First installment was very 
bad. Opens on a family of stupidly 
talkative individuals. Characteriza- 
tions are vaguely suggestive of fig- 
ures on other radio programs, but 
are blurred in drawing and fail to 
justify themselves as comedy in- 
strumentalities. 

It seems almost unkind to itemize 
all the crudities, unbelievable mean- 


dering and _ pointlessness of the 
script. It is lightly satirical of radio. 
Local citizen is readying for his first 
appearance over hick town radio 
station. He goes to studio, family 
at home tune in, he finally starts, 
then the radio station goes off air 


manager is a 
volunteer fireman and has to leave 
to rescue a cat that has fallen down 
a well. 

In the burlesque bit on the com- 
mercial program just preceding, the 
writer cops some legit giggles. But 
it is extremely doubtful that WOR 
had many listeners still tuned in by 
that time. Land. 


a 
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Ossibly 

ie U.S. ARMY AIR CORPS RESERVE 

actors 

tan CO-AUTHOR AND PRODUCER OF “THE AIR ADVENTURES OF JIMMIE ALLEN” 

ose National advertisers and their advertising agents are 

nea a invited to audition “Bill” Moore’s newest and finest 

litions. radio serial—"Howie Wing’. Basically a “kid” show, 

to the it will appeal to audiences aged seven to seventy— 

_ State - with action aplenty, deft characterization and its saga 

wen EDUCATIONAL of aviation, the “greatest show on earth” .. . Built for 

rently. INSPIRING five quarter-hour broadcasts a week, by transcription 

y -tiatle CHARACTER BUILDING or live network... Priced as a “package,” complete: 

is apt including script, production, cast, and master record- 

ne gets | ke ing or network performance ... A “natural” for cereal, 

ae : candy, soap, toothpaste, gasoline, food or health 

and. Appealing to Boys, Girls, Men, products ... Available in 13-week cycles, for exclusive 
Women. A true and accurate national or regional sponsorship... Backed by a 
picture of Modern Aviation! proved merchandising plan which, over fifty major- 

market stations, will produce 2,500,000 club mem- 

= ak bers in three months...Four complete recorded 

ome episodes and first 13-weeks plot sequence now 

ies 7 ready for audition. 

of fig- 
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re DONALD DWIGHT DAVIS 

stars, NEW YORK CITY CHICAGO KANSAS CITY 
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® gram moves into ‘Strange As It * * 
A encies—S Onsors May Seem’ spot on National Broad- ac oast a 0 
ae Coast net. @s 
eh Buck Jones is waxing ‘Hoofbeats 
Granat Bros. (jewelers) starts a | the Geyer, Cornell & Newell agency. | for Grape Nuts Flakes. Ray Morgan Mal ; : . 
. > Te I s < b ‘ Ss ol rs t 2 , rit , . ; Pikaneares sid 
combo music and whodunit series | Network has not been set. supervising production for Young | Malcolm Grayson, baritone, with El Capitan in Hollywood fo: The 


tagged ‘The Fourth Clue’ over KSFO, 
San Francisco, Sunday (14), 7:45 to 
8:00 p:m., PST. Earl Towner’s ork is 
used. Twenty-six week contract 
signed through Long agency. 
Chicago Engineering Works, Inc. 
(air conditioning), through Strang 
& Prosser, has signed for a 13-week 
series of spot announcements on the 
‘Rise and Shine’ daily morning 
over KFRC, San F 


hn 
Snows 


rancisco, 


Crosby Gaige, Broadway les 
duce! start 
a & 


ASA 7, ) 


a daytime series for the 
Mueller Co. the NBC-blue 
Feb. 22. Gaige, whose 
bies are cooking 
the ‘master the five 
a-week, ‘Kitchen Calvacade.’ Kenyon 
& Eckhardt is the agency. 


on 


and wines 


chef’ in 


Larrewe Buckwheat Flour Corp., 
Cohocton, N. Y., is scheduled to do 
some spot broadcasting through 
David A. Tynion, Syracuse. 
~ Science Laboratories, Inc., (Sperti 
Sunlamp) figures to do some radio 
campaigning through Stockton, West, 
Burkharat, Cincinnati. 





Station WQXR, N. Y., has received 
renewal from Martinson’s Coffee. 
Sponsor is one of the first to use the 
Station when it went commercial 


about a year ago. 
Fletcher & Ellis, Chicago, adds 
L. C. MacGlashan, formerly of 


Charles Daniel Frey. 

WCFL, Chicago, baseball renewed 
for next season by Texaco, including 
the 15 minutes before, and the 15 
minutes after the game. Fourth 
consecutive year for this station and 
firm tie-in. Hal Totten will handle 
the mike. 





Drackett Co. of Cincinnati, 
-soring over WGY, 


spon- 
Schenectary, a 


twice-weekly waxed sketch, ‘Peggy,’ | 
(window | 
washer), and Drano (drain cleanser). | 


for its products, Windex 


| Symphonettes. 





up 200 one- 
in a dozen 


Silver Dust picking 
minute announcements 


cities through BBD&O. 





Fels Co., through Young & Rubi- 
cam, renewing the ‘Fels Farm Folks’ 
via WBOW, Terre Haute, for 39 
more weeks. Marks the fourth con- 


ecutive year of Fels flirta.ion with 
this stanza. Program, running 
twice-weekly on morning nalf hours, 
is a hillbilly affair headed up by 
Uncle Zeb (Herman Palmer). 
North American Accident Insur- 
ance hrough the Franklin Bruck 
ency, sponsoring Gabriel Heatter, 
commentator, via WOR, New 
York, on Sunday eves. 
Schaefer Brewing, through BBD 


&O, starting a ‘Nine o’Clock Revue’ 
next Sunday (7) over WOR, New 
York, with Leo Reisman’s orchestra, 
Fred Utall, Ray Heatherton, and the 
Eve Symington is 
guester for the first stanza. 

Procter & Gamble has closed for 
the ‘Life of Mary Marlin’ series, re- 


| placing the present sponsor, Kleenex, 


Mar. 29. Program will remain on 
NBC and will plug one of the Ivory 
brands. Blackman agented the deal 
for P.&G. 

Packard Motors will keep its Fred 
Astaire-Charlie Butterworth combi- 
nation going on the NBC red through 
the Spring. Account last week 
picked up options all around for the 
third 13-week cycle, effective Mar. 2. 


J. Walter Thompsen expects Nash- 
Lafayette to stay on also through the 
Spring. 





Eddie Dunham of Ruthrauff & 
Ryan in Hollywood to produce series 
of transcriptions for Dodge. Frank 
Morgan tops cast. 


Raymond R. Mergan agency of 
Hollywood is producing a new cCir- 


| starting Feb. 2. 








& Rubicam. 

Norge Refrigerators is readying a 
series of transcriptions to be used 
this spring and summer for an ex- 
tensive spot campaign. Bands and 


guest stars are being used, each 15! 


minute recording using a different | 
aggregation. Deal is being set 
through Cramer-Krasselt Co., Mil- 


waukee. 
Ros Metzger, radio 
Ruthrauff & 


program chief 


of the Ryan agency in 


Chicago, hopped for Cincinnati for 
an 0.0. of the LaFendrich ‘Smoke 
Dreams’ how which has_ spread 


ion shot on WLW toa 
Mutual hook-up. 


Irom a one-stal 


10-station 


Schwimmer & Scott agency, Chi- 


cago, last week snapped up another | 


new account, the Salerno-Mac- 
Gowen Biscuit company; taking it 
from Neisser-Meyerhoff. 

Sold the account on the basis of a 
radio campaign idea tagged ‘Bill- 
boards of the Air,’ which is an an- 
nouncement Sample of the 
announcement patter is: ‘if you must 
eat crackel! bed be sure that 
they’re Salerno-MacGowen’s 


tie-in. 


Ruthrauff & Ryan has spotted at 
WNBX, Springfield, Vt., a 52-week 
musical for Penn Tobacco 
Company. Leighton & Nelson placed 
a similar feature ther for William 
W. Lee & Company (Save-the-Baby). 


clock 


Kellogg has signed for baseball 
broadcasts on WJJD, Chi, with John 
Harrington and guest announcers 


from baseball, to handle mike. Lou 
Fonseca to act as tech advisor and 
establish playground teams among 
kids. N. W. Ayer agency. 


Drackett Co. of Cincinnati (Drano) | 
| has signed for 78 twice-weekly quar- 


ter-hour morning disc shows, ‘Hello, 
Peggy,’ over KGO, San Francisco, 
Deal handled 
through Ralph H. Jones, Cincinnati. 


— | cus show for Gilmore Oil Co. Felix | : 2 sant ion 
Kelvinator has auditioned Walter | Mills handles the music and Cliff Kilpatrick Marvel Bakery through 
Huston in a dramatic series through | Clark is back as the barker. Pro- | Emil Reinhardt agency, Oakland, 
Cal., has arranged for local spon- 
= sorship of Mutual’s ‘Lone Ranger’ 
shows over KFRC, San Francisco, 











ITH this new Preste port- 

able recorder you can 
make records at the studio at @ 
trifling cost. 
The records, made during re- 3 
hearsals, will enable you to 
hear your own show exactly 
as it will sound on the air. 


Recerds allow each actor and 
musician in the cast te hear 
and criticise his own work. 











| Rock, Ark., 





PROGRAM PRODUCERS in adver- 
tising agencies and radio stations tell 
us that recordings shew up the faults 
in their productions quickly ... that 
they are invaluable in turning out a 
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smoeth well paced performance. 


PHONE Your NEAREST PRESTO 
REPRESENTATIVE TODAY... ASK 
FOR A DEMONSTRATION AT 


YOUR OFFICE OR STUDIO. 


aRESL 


RECORDING CORPORATION 





New York—139 W. 19th St 


2-642 


_ ~~. cs 
Philadelphia - Shryo< k Radio Co Pen 


Bldg Phone Pennypacker 4404. 

Washington—Homer L. hitt 
NW. Phone National 4730. 

Bostem—Henry M. Lane, 46 
Lafayette 0510. 

Detreit— Metropolitan Sound 
Alter Rd. Phone Niagara 7648. 

Chicago—Richard F. Brock, 
Phene Diversy 0140. 

Kansas City—-Office Appliance Co., 
Bide. Phone Victor 4631. 

Los Angeles—Norman B. Neeley 
rane St. Phene Granite 0755. 
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The New 


PRESTO} 
RECORDER; 


makes records 


played 


that 
immediately. 


can be 


| PORTABLE .. 


- Carry it any 
wher 
SIMPLE ... Anyone can learn 
to max good records with five 


| sninutes instruction. 


ALL ELECTRIC 


.. Plugs into 


A. C.j any At socket (Converte 
| used for DC) 
G St., | ’ 
DEPENDABLE ... Over 590 
Phone | Presto owners say maintenance 
costs are negligible 
4651) — 


| COMPLETE 
corde: 
In one 
INEXPENSIVE 


$200.09 less than any 


$4496 4644464646464664464 


including 


suit« 


microphoy 


ase 


Ser- 


giving comparable 


thrice weekly starting Feb. 15. 

California Conserving Co. (CHB 
food products) adds KARK, Little 
to the NBC-Red net- 
work on the Coast, which releases its 


| ‘Who Am I?’ shows on Tuesday 
| nights, effective Feb. 16. Agency is 


Emil Brisacher & Staff, San Fran- 


| cisco. 





(NEW ORLEANS DAILIES’ 
RADIO NEWS RIVALRY 


New Orleans, Feb. 9. 


Increase in the number of news 
| periods by major stations here dur- 
ing the past two weeks is giving the 
daily newspapers a headache. Not 
only are the stations presenting news 
on a 15-minute schedule throughout 
the day and night but break in with 
flashes. News periods are sponsored 
by the city’s leading merchants who 
have increased their appropriations 
for radio time lately. 

WWL and WSMB are using the 
United Press service in addition to 
local coverage by staff men. WDSU 
has local staff, too, and gets its other 
news via Trans-radio. WBNO now 
is in progess of reorganization plans 
throughout day 
night. Several of the stations also 
have several periods devoted exclu- 


} 


to use “news and 





sively to sports news under the 
sponsorship by leading firms. 
As result of the competition by 


radio, one local newspaper has added 
an extra morning edition. 


Frank Silva Joins WHAM 


| Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 9. 

| Frank Silva comes from WBEN, 
| Buffalo, as Kendall sports commen- 
|tator over WHAM, _ succeeding 
| Lowell MacMillan, who went to 
| WHEC. 


Shift has steamed up competition 
| between stations the sports 
angle and WHAM is mapping plans 
| for play-by-play broadcasts of In- 
ternational League baseball games 
WHEC always has had this field to 
itself. 


the on 


Monks, Jr., 


John. co-author of 
| ‘Brother Rat,’ Broadway stage play, 
jacts in the radio sketch, ‘The 


’O’Neills.’ 


| CBS for three broadcasts weekly on | Petrified Forest,” in which he ‘ie 
Tom Breneman’s Western Home| starred, one of the fastest doubling 
Hour, originating in San Francisco. | jobs in this town of fast doub| 

| Grayson and Roy Russell; tenor, will — 

be soloists with the male chorus re- 
cently formed by CBS musical direc- 


neg 
"& 


Harrison Holliway trying ‘Man on 
the Telephone’ as novelty stunt 


- = on 
| tor Earl Towner. KFI (Los Angeles). 

Wally Ruggles from office staff to Connie Boswell optioned for an. 
sound effects technician at NBC's other seven weeks on California’s 
San Francisco studios. Keith Wads- | Hour on Coast NBC blue 
worth is Ruggles’ successor. 

iii John Kennedy joined an; no 
" ' taff at KHJ (Los Angele : 
Adrian Gendot is producing a new ” cr foo 
ww . , . OVCI rom A y 
sustainer labeled ‘Frivolities’ fo Cont eee \ In 
ee ° a ynte now chief barker at 
KYA, San Francisco, with a cast in- ne - aPKC! 1) : 
- - spot. 
cluding Cora Lee Scott, warbler, E 
George Nyklicek and Cal Jackson, 
. . Joe Laurie, Jr., in Hol! od t 
pianists, Lois Hampton, Lee Vande- 2 : ) 
hop up Eddie Canto idio yi 
vort and Josephine Avis, comedians 
. , ty Ken Englund has joined Jack 
Stanislaus Bem’s ‘Little Sym- | you. p “yo : on . JacK 
; . Hasty, Paul Gerard Smith and Barry 
| phony, including Bem, cellist, Tr é ; , 
’ ° rivers on the Victor Moore-Helen 
Eugenia Bem, violinist, and Lev | 4. ois > 
} Paste : Broderick air concoctions 
| Shorr, pianist, is now being aired 


| from the Clift Hotel, San Francisco, Frank Gill has left scripting staa 


| by KYA and the California Radio of Al Jolson‘s show for t¢! . 
re Jolson’s  shx or the Bea 
| System. Lillie setup back east. 
| Samuel B. Dickson, author of Lewis Allen Weiss head , + 
‘Winning the West,’ ‘Tales of Cali- | no, Lee chain, decked» ) 
fornia’ and other NBC script shows | pat and tails at ‘Good Fa 
in San Francised, back at work after | j, LA z 
| siege of flu. 


; : asa Philip Rapp advising on the Camel 
Louis Withers added to an- 


. : se ee . cript in addition to dishing up 
nouncers’ staff at NBC studios in San | comedy situations for Eddie Cantor 
Francisco. Formerly with KP@ in Hollywood. 

Bill Warren, KOMO-KJR, Seattle, Jackie Coogan guesting on ‘Show 


program director, is back from two- 
month honeymoon tour of East. 
Stopovers included New York, 
Washington, D. C., Chicago and De- 


Boat’ Feb. 18. 


Josef Koestner, radio batoneer, 


: fighting off an op between broad- 
troit. casts in Hollywood. 

Bill Gavin up from California and George Jessel will go east for 
| into announcing = spot on KOMO- three guest shots on Woodbury soap 
| KJR, Seattle. William McMenamen | show. 
| named new assistant news editor on ——- 

KJR. Bob Taplinger hitting up the 


studios for star recipes to be tomed 
Lud .Gluskin, Columbia’s Coast’ by A & P for home distribution 
maestro, hopping around from one —_ 
audition to another in Hollywood. Eddie Holden (Frank Watanabe) 
_ off for Chicago to do a of 
sustainers on NBC. 





series 
Wayne Dailard, managing director 
of recent San Diego exposition, heat- 


ing up a radio deal in Hollywood. | Bert Rovere and his singing 
ne waiters at the Paris Inn (L. A.) got 
Humphrey Bogart and Ann Sheri-! their first transcontinental break 


dan on Hollywood Hotel in a scene 


;}over Columbia after eight years of 
from ‘Black Legion’ Feb. 19. 


| local ethering. 





Conrad Nagel, emceeing Cali-| Arthur Church, KMBC, Kansas 
fornia’s Hour on KECA (Los | City, and Charles Meyers, KOIN, 
Angeles), signs off show at 8:15 p.m. Portland, making the Hollywood 


on Sunday night and speeds to the| rounds. 
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KGO, Key Station of the Pacific Coast Blue Network, 
provides a golden market for the products it advertises. 
Customers in this wealthy area spend more per person 
than those in any other community in the country. 
Let us help you “stake your claim” in this rich region. 


KGO 


7,300 WATTS 


NBC Pacific Coast Blue Network 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Completely programmed by NBC 
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Candy Co. Can't Disparage Glucose; | 
Peanut Oil Can’t Sneer at Corn Oil 





WHAS’ Record 


Louisville, Feb. 9. 
After 187.5 hours of continu- 
ous broadcasting, WHAS went 
off the air early Monday (1) for 





—_ 


Washington, Feb. 9. 


Radio lecturer, ‘Dr.’ Daniel R. 
Hodgdon, who evidently has been 
dividing his talents between singing 
praises of Loft’s candy and peanut 
oil, was dragged on the carpet by 
the Federal Trade Commission early 
this week. 

In two separate cease and desist 
orders-—one aimed at Loft, Inc., and 
the other at National Food Bureau, 
Inc.—Trade Commish cited Hodgdon 
as the principal ballyhoo artist in- 
volved in broadcasts for both com- 
panies. Both squawks contained the 
information that Hodgdon is not a 
medico, anyway. 

Monday’s (8) complaint, accusing 
Loft, Inc., chain candy group, of con- 
ducting a ‘campaign of false dis- 
paragement’ against competitors, was 
followed today by a swat at National 
Food Bureau, Inc., for making simi- 
lar disparaging statements in be- 
half of goober oil. 

Loft people were told to quit put- 
ting ‘Dr.’ Hodgdon on the air to in- 
form knob-twisters that it was dan- 
gerous to eat bon-bons not manu- 
factured by them, and also to lay 
off claims that the presence of glu- 
cose in candy will upset consumer 
tummies. 


Glucose Safe? 


able to find that glucose was anything 
but ‘safe and wholesome,’ and pooh- 
poohed idea that ‘use of candy pro- 
ducts in general, other than those 
of Loft, Inc., is dangerous and un- 
safe.’ Outfit has long contended that 
its products were superior, being 
free from glucose. 

Hodgdon’s other sponsor, a manu- 
facturer of peanut oil who signed up 
the ‘doctor’ to high-power his sales 
promotion campaign, was asked to 
cut out radio claims that ‘corn oil 
or cottonseed oil food products are 
cheap commodities which are im- 
pure, unwholesome and unfit for 
human consumption,’ while peanut 
oil is tops for cooking or con- 
sumption. 

Goober oil is of ‘about the same 
chemical consistency’ as the corn and 
cottonseed products, Commish said, 
and all are approximately 98% di- 
gestible. 

Hogdon and his sponsors must 
shut up or put up, Commish decreed, 
and must quit using words and 
phrases ‘calculated to slander or dis- 





| was offered Congress 





credit’ competitors. 


WOAI DEAL ON 
ICE: TAX STUB 





| 


Washington, Feb. 9. 

Negotiations between CBS and 
Southland Industries; Inc., for sale 
of WOAI, San Antonio, to the net- 
work for a price exceeding $500,000, 
have cooled to the point where it 
looks like no deal. 

Impasse has been reached as re- 
sult of demands of Hugh A. L. Halff 
that the web underwrite all taxes 
likely to be imposed as result of the 
transaction and Federal levies 
against the corporation holding the 
franchise. Columbia has balked at 





this idea unless some definite limit 
on its liability is included in the con- | 
tract. 

Future situation of WOAT is un- | 
certain. Halff returned to Texas 
last week carrying the best offers of ! 
both NBC and CBS to cogitate and | 
decide on future course. Meanwhile, | 
Columbia has resigned KTSA, for | 
upwards of a year, and is staking 
everything on hopes that the Hearst- | 
Roosevelt transmitter will be upped | 
to 5 kw when the Federal realloca- | 
tion plan takes effect. 

Attempts to work out some al- 
ternative to purchase by which CBS 
could obtain WOAITI as San Antonio 
outlet have fallen flat. Web talked 
about leasing or providing program 
service similar to that furnished 
Westinghouse stations by NBC. but 
no agreement could be reached. One 
stumbling block in the discussion of 
other arrangements, it is rumored 
was Halff’s demand for annual 
guaranty on revenue from the chain. 
which CBS refusetl to give. 





Donald Flamm, WMCA, New York. 
prez, leaves tomorrow (Thursday) 
for a southern cruise. Same boat 





will carry the station’s v.p. and 
counsel, William Wiseman. 


the first time since 6 a.m. Sun- 
Another Dr Law day (24), when the entire 

y facilities of the station were 
turned over to the work of aid- 
Washington, Feb. 9. ing and co-ordinating fidod 


: : relief work. Louisville police 
Another bill aimed to keep demon . 


radio station, having been re- 

rum from defiling radio programs stored to service, was able to 

take care of the few straggling 
flood calls. 

Beginning Monday afternoon 








last week. 
Sponsor is Senator Arthur Capper of 


Kansas, militant prohibition advocate. (1), the station partially re- 
Proposition would prevent any dis- sumed the CBS schedule 

: 1 } o > tin! oC alr an 

tiller, brewer, or dealer to distribute though continuing to a ' 


occasional batch of flood bulle- 


1 


in interstate commerce advertising 
tins at intervals 


. Police cars and 


for likker of any sort. Ban applies boats still patrolling the cit 
to newspapers, magazines, newsreels, were still being served by the 
photographs, records, and radio pro- police radio, and the urgency of 
grams. Penalty would be $100 to the calls was being rapidly 
$1,000, with jail sentences ranging lessened. 











from 6 months to a year. 


—— 


E.C.C Jolts Its Docket Division to 


| 


Washington, Feb. 9. 
Personnel shakeup in docket sec- 
tion of the FCC Broadcast Division 
'is under way following charges of 
laxity, inefficiency and favoritism 
shown various radio attorneys. 
With extensive housecleaning 
likely and several more transfers in 
prospect, Commish placed Examiner 
Ralph H. Hyde in charge as acting 
chief to direct reorganization of ad- 
ministrative methods. Mary Belle 
Anthony, former head, is now in the 
accounting department 
Overhauling was voted following 
bleats that certain broadcasters and 
ome atterneys had apparent pipe- 
lines into the division and were get- 
ting info which was withheld from 
their competitors, Furthermore, in- 


| 
i 


| notifies 


End ‘Favorite Lawyer’ Privileges 


formal protests were registered that 
some applications carded for hearing 
were accorded treatment which was 
not given others. Fair-haired law- 
yers and broadcasters were able to 
get their cases speeded up or slowed 
down, as they wished, it was said, 
and callers with drag got permission 
to see papers which visitors without 
connections could not inspect 

of the most 


; ° 
subdivisions of the Com- 


Docket section is one 
mportant 
mish to broadcasters wanting differ- 
ent assignments and newcomer®# 
After 
being set for hearing, all applica- 
ons are sent to the docket 
hearing 
parties, and handles re- 
quests for postponements, contin- 
uances, and such. 


seeking entry to the business. 
ection, 


ch arranges schedules, 





“The Voice of Experience’... 











An independent survey was made recently 
among professional men and women -—lawyers, 
doctors, lecturers, scientists, etc. Of those who said 
they smoke cigarettes, more than 87% stated they 


personally prefer a light smoke. 





“The Voice of Experience” verifies the wisdom 
of this preference, and so do other leading artists 
of the radio, stage, screen and opera. Their voices 
are their fortunes. That’s why so many of them 
smoke Luckies. You, too, can have the throat pro- 
tection of Luckies—a light smoke, free of certain 
harsh irritants removed by the exclusive process 
“Tt’s Toasted”. Luckies are gentle on the throat. 





A Light Smoke 
“It’s Toasted”-Your Throat Protection 


AGAINST IRRITATION—AGAINST COUGH 


awe se? = thee man with the million dollar throat 


insists on a light smoke 


“My voice is my career. It has in- 
spired more than five million people 
to confide in me their personal prob- 
lems. During 25 years, first on the 
lecture platform and then on the air, 
I have never missed a single engage- 
ment because of my throat. I am a 
steady smoker, and because my throat 
and voice are vital to my career I in- 
sist upon a light smoke. In Luckies I 
find a light smoke plus the enjoyment 
of fine tobacco... and that’s why 
Lucky Strikes have been my choice 
for 14 years.”’ 


” 


gs 


FRIEND AND COUNSELOR 
TO MILLIONS OF RADIO LISTENERS 





THE FINEST TOBACCOS— 
“THE CREAM OF THE CROP” 
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Stewart Blasts F. 


C.C. Colleagues 





Calls WOL, Washington, Transfer Violation 


of Commission’s Own Rules 





Washington, Feb. 9. , 

Complaints about disregard for | 
service standards, promulgation of) 
inconsistent decisions, and favoritism 
to broadcasters at the expense of 
listeners were tossed in the lap of 


the Federal Communications Com- 
mission last week by one of its 
members. 


Dissenting from a refusal to re- 
open the case involving transfer of 
WOL, local smallie, to a regional fre- 
quency, Dr. Irving Stewart, chair- 
man of the telegraph division, 
roasied his colleagues for not stick- 
ing by principles established as yard- 
stick in determining public interest, 
convenience, and necessity. Minority 
opinion is one of sharpest-worded 
documents ever filed by a member 
who objected to the actions of the 
majority. 

‘Inefficiency Rewarded’ 

Transfer of WOL from a local t 
a regional frequency (1310 to 1230 
kc) and the power boost from 100 
watts to 1 kw were denounced as in-| 
defensible from standpoint of en- | 
gineering and public interest. Stew- | 
art declared the Commish is reward- 
ing ‘inefficient’ management merely 
to give it a better chance to make| 
money. 

Pointing out that WOL on 1230) 
will not be operating in conformity | 
with the Commish mileage separa- | 
tion requirements, Stewart said ‘the 
result will be dissatisfaction on the 
part of listeners who will be able to 
receive WOL at some times and not 
at others. That dissatisfaction can 
be exvected to result in WOL seeking 








Atlanta 


USE 


from the Commission some form of 
relief which might let the service 
be more constant for such listeners 
—relief -from a_ situation 
should not have been created in the 
first instance. 

‘It seems to me that this is 
the proper use of a 
quency. While similar 
been authorized in a few 
the Broadcast Division, I believe that 
the piecemeal breaking down of the 
standards of the service which re- 
gional stations should render is not 
in the public interest. The criterion 
is service to the public, not sales of 
time to advertise.‘s. 

‘Regional frequencies should not 


not 
regional fre- 
uses have 


be assigned to stations which can-| 
| not 
station operating on a regional as-| are: 
| Broadcasting System; 
give the service properly to be ex-| 


render a regional service. A 
signment with 1 kw power should 
pected of a regional station, not a 
local service masquerading as a re- 


gional service in order to persuade 


as the only factor which determines 
coverage. If the area expected to 


| be served by regional stations is to | 


be modified so as to permit such 
mongrel stations, I should prefer to/| 


| see it done by a change in the stand- 


ards followed by the Commission, 
not by building up exceptions to pres- 
ent standards. Then at least there | 
would be equality of opportunity | 
among potential applicants for such | 


succeed in breaking down existing 
standards on a particular frequency. 

‘In granting the application of the 
American Broadcasting Co., the 
Broadcast Division has seen fit to 
reward the present inefficient oper- 
ation of Station WOL... I think 
that such good local service should 
have been required to be by proper 
use of the station’s local assignment 
rather than by an inefficient use of 
a regional assignment.’ 
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KFOR Gets a Build-up 


Lincoln, Feb. 9. 








5000 watts day 

CBS . 
1000 watts nite 

Repts : 890 ke. 

E. KATZ SPECIAL ADVERTISING ACENCY 














LOOK 


Prominent New York network an- 
nouncer and program director with 
agency experience—desires connection 
with station to build up selling pro- 
grams, Ten years experience, all 
phases of broadcasting. Ability pro- 
duce selling commercial programs 
and socko sustainers. Program or 
commercial tmanagership. Go any- 
where. BOK $3, Variety, New York 
City. 





KFOR is being poked from be- 
|hind with a heavy bally campaign 
| as the ‘Voice of Lincoln.’ This week 
| tire covers went on all cabs, a con- 
| tract was let with the Waller Sign 
| Co. for 28 24-sheet splashings at 
|various parts of town, and a cam- 
paign of full page newspaper space 
| once a week was contracted. 

Selling is on the KFOR possession 
of both CBS and MBS nets. 





| 
| 
Griffin Joins Knox Reeves 
Chicago, Feb. 9. 
Lloyd Griffin shifts from Colum- 
,bia-WBBM announcer staff to the 
| agency field this week. 


Joins the Knox Reeves agency in 
Minneapolis as head of radio depart- 


iment. 





which | 


cases by | 


| Island City, 


assignments, instead of an inequality 
favoring the applicant who might | 





Radio-Press Equals 





Lincoln, Feb. 9. 
John Edwards, spokesman for 
KFAB-KFOR here on the uni- 
cameral legislation, accom- 
plished recognition for radio 
along with the press this week 
when he induced Senator 
Charles Dafoe, Tecumseh, to 
submit a resolution granting 
radio stations the same rights 
as papers on coverage. Mo- 
tion prevailed. 


TELEVISION LICENSES 
EXTENDED TO FEB., ’38 











Some 14 experimental television 
stations have been granted an ex- 
tension of license for another year 
| by the F.C.C. Renewals run until 
| Feb. 1, 1938, on exactly the same 
basis as the existing licenses. 

Stations, numbering virtually all 
| the important see-hear contenders, 


W2XAX, New York, Columbia 
W6XAQ, Los 
Angeles, Don Lee; W9XAL, Kansas 
City, First National Television; 
W1X0O,. Boston, General Television; 


| W2XBS, New York, National Broad- 
advertisers who may consider power | 


casting Company; W2XDR, Long 
Radio Pictures; W3XEP, 
Camden, RCA; W10XX, Mobile, 
RCA; 
University of Iowa; W9XAT, Min- 
neapolis, Dr. George W. Young 
(WDGY); W9XD, Milwaukee, 
waukee Journal (WTMJ);: 
Lafayette, Purdue University; 
| Philadelphia, Philco Radio 
vision Corp. 


KYW Readying to Move 


Philadelphia, Feb. 9. 
Possibilities appeared this 


W9XG, 
W3XE, 
& Tele- 





Westinghouse plant here at 33d and 
Walnut sts. Station is owned by 
Westinghouse. 

It was operated until about a year 
ago by Doc and Ike Levy, who run 
WCAU, and is now located 


WCAU Building. Both the Levys 


mind. 

There is an agreement, however, 
that they can stay in the building as 
long as they like ‘while they 
looking for a new home.’ 





Legislature on Air 
Regina, Sask., Feb. 9. 
Considerable rivalry has developed 
between CKCK and CJRM over 
broadcasting the opening of the pro- 
vincial Legislature, Feb. 11, each 
seeking exclusive rights in the Legis- 
lative Buliding. Premier W. J. Pat- 





terson told Varrery CKCK asked 
first, but he would give CJRM equal | 
| rights 





| Frank Manob, announcer, 
| mov red from KRE, Berkeley, Cal., 
| the San Francisco staff of ow. 


od 

















FOR RENT 


Paramount Theatre Organ Studio 
—Fully Equipped With Wurlitzer 
Organ and Twin Console—Piano 
—Perfect Acoustics. Excellent for 
Broadcasting or Recording Pur- 
poses. Available Immediately for 
Part or Full Time.... 


Communicate With Harry Levine 
—Paramount Building — Chicker- 
ing 4-7040. 
































1932 Agreement a Mistake for Canada 





So Declares Gladstone Murray—Canadian 
Service Cramped by Limitations 





Regina, Sask., Feb. 9. 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. offi- 


'cials are out to get more clear radio 
| channels for Canadian stations and 


American authorities do not seem 


unwilling to discuss this re-alloca- 
tion, W. E. Gladstone Murray, gen- 
eral manager of the corp., told 


VARIETY. 
Canada should never have signed the 
agreement of 1932 giving the United 
States 70 clear channels and Canada 
only eight, he said. 

He would not indicate 
channels. the Canadian radio men 
would seek, but hinted the ones 
sought are now shared channels, used 
by low-power stations in the United 
States and Canada. 

Murray explained 


how many 


the Govern- 


| ment-controlled corporation does not 


W9XX and W9XUI, Iowa City, | 


Mil- | 


week | 
that KYW may move into the huge | 


| WJZ, WBZ-A, WFIL, WSYR, WHAM, | 
in the | 
and the station are anxious to have | 


KYW move out to complete the dis- | 
sociation with WCAU in the public | 


are | 










i 
| 







like to accept advertising 
for sponsored programs, 
enue for the corporation is only 
about $1,500,000, and of this $500,000 
is spent for line charges, it is neces- 
sary. 

Amount of money to be sought by 
sponsored programs will depend on 
the estimated difference between 
revenue from radio licenses and total 
expenditures. This in turn depends 


accounts 
but as rev-| 


on the number of stations and the 
power of stations operated by the 
corporation. 

Saskatchewan, for sntieibe: has | 


complained frequently about its al- 


| Network Chart 








NBC "NEW PROGRAMS 


C. F. Mueller Co. (macaroni): 
Program to be announced, Mondays | 
through Fridays, 10:45 to 11 a. m.,| 
beginning Feb. 22; for 13 weeks. | 


KDKA. 
NBC RENEWALS 
J. W. Marrow: ‘Henry Busse and | 
His Orchestra,’ beginning March 17; 
for 8 weeks. WEAF, WCAE, WWJ, 
KYW, WTAM, WMAQ, WHO, WOW, 
WDAF, KVOO, WKY, WFAA, 
KPRC, WOAI, KOA, KDYL and Red 
Coast. 
Bowey’s (Dari Rich): 
of Dari Dan,’ 


‘Adventures | 
beginning March 8; 
for 52 weeks. (Note: time changes 
to Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 5 
to 5:15 p. m.; 5:45 to 6 p. m. on re- 
broadcast.) Basic Red except KSTP. 
(WEAF, WNAC, WTIC, WJAR, 
WTAG, WCSH, KYW, WFBR, WRC, 
WGY, WBEN, WCAE, WTAM, WWJ, 
WSAI, WIRE, 5 to 5:15.) (WMAQ, 
KSD, WHO, WOW, WDAF, 5:45 
to 6.) 

General Foods (Jello): “The Jello 
Program Starring Jack Benny,’ be- 
ginning Feb. 28; for 44 weeks. Basic 
Red, WLW, Canada, SE, WSOC, | 
WWNC, WFBC, WCSC, SC, WJDX, | 
SW. KARK, KGNC, KGBX, KTHS, | 
KTBS, NC, NW (Red Mountain, Red | 
Coast, KTAR, KGU, North Moun- | 
tain, KFSD, KFBK, KWG, KM, 
11:30 to midnight). | 





CBS NEW PROGRAMS 


Sinclair Refining: Program to be} 


announced, Wednesdays and Fri-| 
days, 10:30 to 10:45 p. m., beginning | 
| April 7; for 26 weeks. Basic 23 
Columbus, Dayton, Rocaester, Wor- 


| cester, 


| Dallas, 


| Tulsa, 


| casting Co., 


Harrisburg, Milwaukee, To- | 
peka, Springfield, Wichita, Atlanta, 
3irmingham Chattanooga, Knoxville, 
Memphis, Montgomery, Nashvi'le, 
New Orleans, Jacksonville, Criardo, 
Miami. Tampa, Charlotte, Greens- 
boro, Richmond, Roanoke, Savannah, 
Houston, Little Rock, Okla- 
homa City, San Antonio, Shreveport, 
Davenport, Minneapolis, Den- 
ver, Yankton, Salt Lake City. 

(Note: New programs or renew- 
als for more than 13 weeks are gen-| 
erally cancellable in cycles of 13) 
weeks on 30 days’ notice.) 





Sea 4 


Mobile Unit for Ohio 4 


Columbus, Feb. 9. | 


| trivial. 


| ment. 
| expressed the belief that they were 


lotment of power, 2,700 watts for 
nearly a million people, so the 
Board of Governors of the Govern- 
ment corporation will sit in Regina 
during the first week in March to 
hear complaints and the board likely 
will announce plans for a 25.000 wat- 
ter. 


Commenting on the difference be- 


tween the American and British 
broadcasting, the former B. B. C. of- 
ficial said the average of the B. B. C. 


programs was higher than the ave 

age American program, but the 
commercial angle in the U. S. A, 
made ‘peak’ programs, with > 
biggest stars possible. American 
broadcasting, he said, was frequently 
Canada should seek distinc- 


tive programs, he declared. 


Montreal, Feb. 9 
officials have launchd 
via correspondence, 
seeking some solution of the Mexican 
wavelength problem. To date noth- 


Dominion 
negotiations, 


| ing definite has eventuated, but Al- 


fonso Gomez Morentin, radio czar in 
the Mexican government’s Depart- 
ment of Communications, has indi- 
cated his country’s willingness to dis- 
cuss the question. 

An attempt was made at a confer- 
ence in Mexico City in 1934 to bring 
all countries as far south as Central 
America into a continental agree- 
This failed when the Latins 


| getting the short end of the bargain, 
| Beause of this dissatisfaction, Mexico 
has not yet signed the International 
Radio Convention, an otherwise 
world-wide agreement covering fre- 
quency allotments and other matters. 


AWARD! 


Ll 


“PHILADELPHIA'S 
PIONEER VOICE 











In recognition of meritorious 
service rendered last year, the 
Philadelphia Chapter of the 
American Legion awarded its 
ANNUAL CERTIFICATE OF 
Merit to WIP. 

This is the first time such 
an award was ever given to a 
radio station! 

Whether serving the public 
or serving you, WIP is aggres- 
sive, forceful, alert! 











NEWS AND SPORTS 


the 


MEAT AND DRINK 


For summer fans. United Press direct 
wire service. 1937 baseball exclusive 
on KXBY for third successive year. 
KABY is the big fella for spring and 
summer listeners and advertisers 
Several swell spots open, 


WIRE FOR RATES 


KXBY 


Kansas City, Mo. 














A completely equipped traveling 
studio built into a trailer is being 
manufactured for the United Broad- 
to be used by their out- 
lets, WHK-WJAY, Cleveland: 
WHKC, Columbus, and WKBC, 
Youngstown. Trailer will be fitted | 
out with a short wave transmitter | 
with its own power supply, receiv- 
ing set and piano, and will be used 





| 
| 
| 






to cover spot news events like the 


Ohio River flood. 


Outfit will be manned by Larry = 
\< 


Rolier, director of special events for 
UBC, and Bob French, WHKC pro- 
duction manager. 
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ELECTRO-SOUND 


TELEVIGION BUT 














Attention-Getters, Tie-Ups, Ideas 
| more interest in the series by both 
ar | route-men and customers. 


. 
Outstanding Stunts: 
ini News’ Seund Effect 

a Baltimore. 
WBAL has installed a mike in sta- 
| tion’s newsroom to pick up clamor | 
of the three teletypes spuming out} 
| copy Pickup is piped out on air | 
afront and aft each news period} 
| WBAL. carries. 
Stepping into the local news field Sound is somewhat of an improve- 
in a big way, WLVA is establishing | ment over usual idea of clicking a 
a ‘morgue’ for city celebrities. | telegraph key in between each dis- 

Blanks checking up in detail On| patch, in that the atmosphere ac- 
e.ch person's career have been sent} corded by the actual rattle of the 
to councilmen, eee ane ties, te teletypes is so much more exciting. 
etc. Letter explains that the idea 1s | 
to improve the background of Tuck | Belcher Meets the Duffys 
Young, newscaster, to permit a better Washington, D. C. 
handling of news. ' Knob-twirlers were given a chance 

Although not mentioned in the let- 
ter. the main purpose, of course, is 


STATION NEWS MORGUE 
WLVA, LYNCHBURG, VA. 











Station’s News Morgue 
Lynchburg, Va. 





local biggies drop off. | Sen; F. Ryan Duffy with his port- 
tae | able broadcasting eee. , 

J *s i ; As one of the fireside chats in his 

NBC) Sigmter oO i‘Our Neighbor’ program, Belcher 

wpe ts giving its sales promotion  hobnobbed informally with the Wis- 
a humorous turn with a cartoon} consin Senator and his family, air- 
series by Dr. Seuss. There will be| ing the results over WMAL. Be cher 
10 mailing pieces of the sort. pops in on people every..“Sor tne 


i= coe ~~ daug tune | afternoon 24 2cdssing ‘a variety of 
as {ke cue element to the two @raw- homely subjects’ with his hosts. 
ings. 


, | CBS’ Kate Smith Brechure 
Delivery Boys Broadcast In an elaborately illustrated book- 
Richmond, Va. _ | let Columbia tells the job the Kate 
With renewal of ‘Terry and Ted’| Smith program has done in helping 
series for Bond Bread (General| the A & P stores sell its own brands 
Baking Co.) over WMBG, Bob Mit-| of coffee. Booklet, which is on its 
chell, station’s merchandising direc- | way to the trade, is tagged ‘Com- 
tor, hit on idea of having a different | mand Performance.’ 
Bond Bread route-man make an ap-| Pictures in the promotional piece 








pearance on each stanza to do the! emphasize the hero award angle of | 
spieling. About 70 route-men work-|the La Smith broadcasts and the 


ing in this area. 
Prior to the appearance of the | has performed under the A & P 

route-man before the mike he noti-| banner. 

fies all his customers and invites | 

them to tune in. 


Result has been‘ ing at the mike. 








to eavesdrop on a Senator’s family, | 
ips the | Sunday (7), when Jerry Belcher, | 
to have data at fingertips when the | TIEET lue matwusher, dronced in on| 


There are also two photos | 
of Ted Collins, her manager, officiat- | 


> 


en 
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ONE 


Electronic Devices for Music 


and Speech Will Include 
the Radio, 
Electric Organ or Piano, 
the Talking Book, Sound- 
films, Etc. 


SHORTCOMINGS 


Phonograph, 


San Francisco, Feb. 9. 
‘Television is only one of seven 
electronic devices which some day 


we may all have in our homes. | 


These include four instruments for 
music or speech alane: the radio 
the nhonosraph, the electric organ 
or piano on which you make your 
own music.«2d the talking book. 


Ap~ve statement was made here | 


> 
a a 


Stromhe ree ee MecCanne, of 
, o.. hee ee ae, 
Y., in addressing the Radio and Ap- 
| pliance Division of the Western 
Furniture Exchange. He went on 
| to declare, among other things: 
‘The world’s supply of wood pulp 
for book and newsprint Paper is 
diminishing and the day may come 
when books and newspapers will be 
| recorded by announcers, either on a 
| strip of cellophane, as talking films 


neticaily on a spool of iron wire 
which later can be magnetically 
(Continued on page 62) 








are recorded—and a new crop of | 


_cellophane made from cotton can be | 


| huge audiences before which she | grown every year—or recorded mag- | 


Stations Loath to Handle Direct 
Sale Coin; Causes Disgruntlement 





£ 


| 
radio people here are suffering 
from frantic efforts to cover j 
the catastrophe. 

Victim of unstrung nerv: 
Anne Gillis, publicity rep | 
CBS here. Flood new: 
comil in over her receiver a 
she picked up the telephone t 
answer a call. 

‘Just a minute until I turn 
off the flood,’ she said. 














Re: Sportsman’s Show 


Boston, Feb. 2. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
in y~-~ showmanship calendar of 
events you have newa the National 
Sportsmen’s Show as follows: Na- 
tional Sportsmen’s Show, sponsored 
by National Sportsman, Inc., 366 
Madison Avenue, New York City. 
National Sportsmen’s Show in 
New York is being run, and has al- 
ways been run, by Campbell-Fair- 


banks Expositions, Inc., Park Square | 


Building, Boston, Mass. The date of 
the New York Show is Feb. 18th to 
| the 27th. 

While we have always worked 
Campbell-Fairbanks 
with their sport shows and have had 
|}a booth regularly at their exhibits 
|and have given them some editorial 
' cooperation, we cannot claim any 


i closely with 


o 

Chicago, Feb. 9. 

One E ood g 9. 
” dia With contingent business rapidly 
‘a 5 | passing out of the radio picture, sta- 
Washington, Feb. 9. I tion managers are making their next 
While principal flood effects || Qjimination drive on direct sales. 
ay have been confine d to the | Like contingent business, tations 
bi } . | ° . ._ ‘ 
Mississippi and Ohio basins, have found direct sales contracts 


to be too full of kickbacks and pub- 


llic jam-ups to be con fortable, anc 
with general business now pickinj 
up the station managers arent forcee 


|to accept deals which are not com- 


pletely satisfactory. 

Those stations which are accept 
ing direct sales contracts are insist 
ing one one condition: That the 
listeners send their coin direct to the 
advertiser and not to the station 
This condition follows a flock of 
jam-ups in the past when the listen- 
ers sent burn-up letters to the sta- 
tions claiming that they had for- 
warded their two-bits or a buck and 
hadn’t gotten their jar of cold cre: 
| genuine embroidered scarf or foun- 
tain pen, whatever the item hap- 
pened tu be 
} Stations were in the middle, with 
the eustomers yelling and with the 
i client claiming that the stations were 
pocketing the money and weren't 
| forwarding the cash. It has been the 
} cause of numerous headaches in the 
| past, and the station managers, when 
accepting the direct sales deals in 
the first place, are being plenty care- 
ful how the money is collected. 





| credit for the excellent shows put on 

| by this organization. 

Cordially yours, 

| NATIONAL SPORTSMAN, INC. 
William C. Copp, 

} Advertising Sales Manager, 
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* WITH APOLOGIES TO 
PACKARD MOTOR COMPANY 





WCAU 


Philad elphia 
50,000 WATTS 


Ask the man whos 
































SS 



































——————— ee lc ll 


a oo. Poe 


lan te Lacey = 


targa’ 


PENS ar 








atone 


hie 
ge MOOSE EVEN 


¥ 




















ie. Fe 


sare 


3 
Ps 
, 


reg 


atc adh 


oo wat ne ex 


ores, 


vie 


Nenesanreananine seer eR 


42 VARIETY 





RADIO 








elite Research Lads See Flaws 


started but it isn’t long before indi- | 
vidual interests conflict and research 


In Jointly-Financed Fact Chasing 





Freelance research experts do not; becomes a picnic ground for trade 


like various attempts of advertiser | politics. 
and broadcaster groups to engage in | 
co-operative surveys. 


What it makes most tough in ap- 
peasing a broadcaster who is part of 


They say that | such joint research venture is that 


all camps may harbor the sincerest after all he is the fellow that is foot- 
intentions- before such projects get| ing the bill and he wants to know 


why he should pay for anything that 
puts his local operation in an un- 
favorable light. Advertiser interest 





wants the job done one way and the 
broadcaster, cognizant of his station's 
weaknesses, is constantly on the 


alert to see that this way isn’t the 


wrong way as far as his own inter- 
ests are concerned. 

If an advertiser who spends lots of 
money in broadcasting has a market 


research head with a penchant fo1 
ing himself, the joint effort can 
always be depended on to cause 
friction. This marketing expert has 
cute ideas of his own and these must 
be incorporated in the mutual sur- 
| vey, or he won’t play. 
Pet Ideas 
Then there is also the agency re- 
search expert who for a long time 
had had ideas which his own agency 
has declined to underwrite but 
which he thinks ought to be made 
part of the joint endeavor. This 
inter-intrusion of pet ideas is what 
actually brings on the politics. The | 
research project becomes a game of 


} push 


backscratching and logrolling. You} 
get my idea accepted ac »--* UF the 


survey ana 2" plug yours. 
| On the other side of the fence | 
where live the broadcasters there's 
a similar line of pother. A broad- | 
| caster who is loath to have a certain | 
channel of coverage.or listener habit | 
|information probed gets together 
] with one or more station operators of 


Paert ENG ibe | 2 similar mind and they lobby 
@ | against the inclusion of the angles | 





they fear. It also works the other | 








way. If certain broadcasters are | 
strong in some element of marketing 
value they fight to have it included 
in the survey, and stressed in the 
| conclusions derived from the mass of | 
questionnaires. 














London, Feb. 2. 


British Broadcasting Corp. is re- | 
ported in a deal with the receiver of 


Colgate-Palmolive-Peet 
2:45 P.M.—Mon., Tues., Wed.. 
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WABG” TORS Julius Hagen’s companies to take 
2 over the Triumph Studio, Hammer- | 
|smith, for outside broadcast studio | 

purposes. 
_— - Triumph was originally operated 


by the British P. D. C. company, fol- 
lowing the collapse of which it was | 
|erties at Twickenham and Elstree. 
He made no pictures there, however. | 





Dinty Doyle, the Flyer 


San Francisco, Feb 9. 


And His Warner Bros. Dinty Doyle, radio editor of the 
New York American, 

KFWB Orchestra | San Francisco today, after flying to 

6 Los Angeles to attend a dinner given 

by Earle C. Anthony in honor of 

Major Lenox R. Lohr, NBC prexy, 

| Sunday (7). Doyle expects to 


CHASE and SANBORN Coffee Hour 
Sunday 8-9 P.M. E.S.T. NBC 








| east again. 








Doyle has been back to California 
“The Musical Toast of the Southland” || by aeroplane several times since 


1CK KEY CRAI G going east and is probably the No. 


—N KEN 
N.Y. Daily Mirror 
1 traveler among radio editors. 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


FRANCIS be 
RED NETWORK WSM 


Mondays, 11:30 p.m., CST 
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Formerly with KOIN, Portland, Ore. 


By JANE WEST 


FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 
[AUGHTER TEARS xo [{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap - 99 “‘/100 °/s pure 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY 
NBC Blue Network, Mon. to Fri. 11 a.m. EST 
IN NBC Red Network, Mon. to Fri. 3:45 p.m. EST 
sis COAST TO COAST 


Dir... BLACKMAN ADVERTISING, ENC. , 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


NOW. RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
| 
| 


SEE 








Wednesday, February 






10, 1937 











Guest List 








Rainbow, Prof. Quiz. 


Feb. 13—Josephine Antoine. 
Feb. 20—Alexander Gray. 


Feb. 14—Not booked. 


AMERICAN CAN 


Cie 


Catholic-Protestant Issue in Canad 


—_——= 





(Tu. 9—WJZ) 
Feb. 16—Leah Ray, Julius Tannen. 
As & P. 
(Th. 8—-WABC) 
Feb. 1l—Henry Youngman, Rhoda 


Religious Angles Beset Gladstone Murray— 
Claim Suppression of Free Speech 





AXTON-FISHER 
(Spuds) 
(Sa. 8—-WJZ) 


Toronto, Feb. 9. 

In a country where a third of the 
population is French-Catholic, latest 
headache for.the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corporation sees the re- 
ligious question brought out into the 
open again, the Protestant Radio 
League charging that CBC, by means 


BENEFICIAL MANAGEMENT 
(Su. 5 p.m.—WABC) 


BRISTOL-MYERS 








(Wed. 9—WEAPF) of its radio censorship regulations, is 
Feb. 10—List not in. | ‘trampling on British principles of 
Feb. 17—Mona Roberti. | free speech.’ 


CAMPBELL Backing the 


(Fri. 9—WABC) 


League is the Loyal 
| Orange Lodge which, claiming to be 


Feb. 12—Victor McLaglen, Preston | SPOKesman for ‘tens of thousands of 
Foster loyal and Protestant citizens,’ has 

Feb. 19—Humphrey Bogart, Anne | 2@dressed a protest to Gladstone 
Sherman. Murray, general manager of CBC 


hotly 


FIRESTONE 


insisting that ‘un-British cen- 
(Mon, 8:30—WEAF) 


sorship’ is preventing the giving of 


Feb. 1—Richard Crooks, Margaret free expression to ‘the beliefs and 
Speaks. Opinions held by a multitude of 
FORD citizens.’ 
(Su. 9—WABC) Blow-off has followed the reputed | 

Feb. 14—Lotte Lehman. slashing by the CBC censorship of- 


Feb. 21—Giovanni Martinelli. 


ficials of the weekly commentary 
broadcasts of the Rev. Morris Zeid- 
man, a director of the Protestant 


FORD DEALERS 
(Tu. 9 p.m.—WABC) 





Feb. 16—Walter Gross and Milton | Radio League, CBC taking the stand | 
Kraus. Nick Lucas (probable), | Se Zeidman is seeking to use the 
GENERAL MOTORS | radio for political purposes. 
(Su. 10-WEAF) One of the first actions of the 
Feb. 14—Igor Stravinsky, ee Liberal administration after taking 


| and Budd Germantown Boys’ Club asked 
ROYAL GELATINE transcript of talk to hang on bulletin 
' , | board. 


returns to | 


| spend several days here before going | 


/noye, Gina Cigna, Dennis King, | Broadcasting aie on this rep’s list. 
| Helen Gleason, Carlos Salzedo, Rufe | WHK, Cleveland; WHKC, Colum- 
| Davis. 


Keith Kerby now announcing at 
KSFO, CBS outlet in San Francisco. | 


| 
| 
} 


SHELL Hedges Family Moves 
(Sat. 9:30—WEAF) Cincinnati, Feb. 9. 
Feb. 13-——Jean Hersholt, Efrem , William S. Hedges, vice-president 
Zimbalist, Benny Baker, Happy | of the Crosley Radio Corp., in charge 
| Reese. |of broadcasting, will return this 





Pushkin, Chorus of the Art of 
escal Russia. 


Feh 
Feb. 14—Harry Richman. 


Feb. 10—Antoinette Donnelly. 
Feb. 12—Emily Post. 
Feb. 


Feb. 14—Ben Bernie. 


Feb. 11—Edward Everett Horton, 
Dorothy McNulty, Toscha Seidel. 


BBC. Eyes Film Studio | f° 


Feb. 18—Ozzie Nelson, Ernest 
"Tk", , ig . , : 6 ? > 
Truex, Diana Gaylen. Bold’ Idea Draws Praise 
(Mon. 9—-WABC) ae oe 
Feb. 15—Jack Benny, Mary Liv- Philadelphia, Feb. 9. 


ingston, 


| bought by Hagen to add to his prop- | se] 


Welch, Harold Hoffet, 
Ross, Edgar Bergen, Selinsky Swing 
Quartet, Frank Gavy, 
ander. } 


Stephen Slepoushkin, Arturo Cheltri, 
Maxine Stellman. 


KOLYNOS citizen, he is entitled to liberty of | 
(Tu. 8—WABC) be page and loyal citizens have a | 
Feb. 16—George Rasely, Ilka | Tight to listen to his Protestant mes- | 


office was to put through legislation 

forbidding the use of radio for per- | 
respt..atlacks on politicians, ir- 

| This was an outcome>wrt-s..Jaaninaa 

‘Mr. Sage’ series in which Prime | 
Minister Mackenzie King claimed 

that he was the subject of personal 

and unfair attacks by his political 

opponents. It is the interpretation 

of these censorship regulations which 

the League and the Orangemen are 

attacking. 


Mu- 


GROUP OF BANKS 

(Fri. 10 pm— Bre) 

19. waiter B. Pitkin. 
GULF 

(Su. 7:30 p.m.—WABC) 


HEINZ 
(M-W-F. 11 a.m.—WABC) 


15—Sigmund Spaeth. 


time by a few fanatical anti-Prot. 
estant agitators to have the Prot- 
estant Radio League broadcasts sup- 
pressed, but we do not believe that it 
is the function of any government 
Commission to consent to unre 


ason- 
able demands.’ 


! 





an unusual 


FOR SALE 


A completely modern studio 
near Radio City ... the latest, 
finest equipment for transcrip- 
tions and instantaneous record- 
ings... suitably sound- proofed 
for broadcasting ... handsomely 
decorated 


An AGENCY 
its own 


could well establish 


audition and recording 


quarters here 
A near-New 


ala 


York STATION would 
well with this convenient NY.C. 
Studio. 

A RECORDING GROUP could afford 


to give up an outmoded laboratory 


WHY NOT INQUIRE FURTHER: 
You'll be surprised at the reason- 
able proposition. Write Box 9%, 


Variety, for fuli details, 








JELLO Says the protest to Gladstone Mur- 





ray; ‘Mr. Zeidman is a Protestant | 
clergyman, quite capable and willing | 
KRAFT | to give expression to his views and | 
(Th. 10—WEAF) to the views held by Protestants gen- | 
|erally, in respectful and cu'tured | 
proremen We believe that, as a loyal 


(Su. 7 p.m.—WEAF) 


sages. 


‘We realize that an organized cam- | 


LOCAL DEP’T STORE | 
paign has been carried on for some 


(Th. 9 a.m.—WOR) 


Feb. 11—Carl Hoff, Grant Mitchell. | — 


phil 
baker 


THE 
GREAT 
AMERICAN 
EDITOR 


@ GULF REFINING e 
COMPANY 
SUNDAYS 
7:30-8 P.M., EST 
WARC 
CBS 








° WCAU, which began series of 10 

MAXWELL HOUSE | talks on social diseases by members 

(Th. 3—WEAF) | of County Medical Board, says it has 

Feb. 11—Ruth Etting, George Jes- | jeen queried by Columbia web execs 

on pumping it nationally. Station 
has no objection. 

Large quantities of phone calls and 
mail poured in following first airing 
of ‘bold’ discussion. Mostly con- 
gratulatory, a few came from cranks. 





NAT’L DAIRY 
(Sat. 8—WEAF) 
Feb. 13—Not booked. 
NASH 
(Sat. 9—WABC) 
Feb. 13—Kate Smith, Stoopnagle 





(Th. 8—-WEAF) 
Feb. 11—Burgess Meredith, Phyllis 
canes =: | WIJAY to Free & Peters 


A. L. Alex- Cleveland, Feb. 9. 




















“BARON MUNCHAUSEN” 


JACK 
PEARL 


RALEIGH and 
KOOL CIGARETTES 


WJIZ-9:30 P.M. E.S.T.—Mondays 
NBC Network 


Dir.: A. & 8S. LYONS, Ine. 




















Free & Peters today (Tuesday) | 
was appvinted national sales repre- | 
sentative for station WJAY. All sta- | 
tions now connected with United | 


RCA 
(Su. 2—WJZ) 
Feb. 14—Viscount Hidemaro Ko- 


bus; and WKBN, Youngstown, are 
R. J. REYNOLDS tied in, | 
(Th. 9:30—WABC) 


Feb. 16—Not booked. 





SHERWIN-WILLIAMS 
(Su. 3—WEAF) 
Feb. 14—Gladys Swarthout, 


week from a brief business trip to 
New York. 

With him will be his wife and | 
two daughters, who transfer resi- | 
| dence to Cincy. 





Poser CHERNIAVSKY 

















“the WuAical Cameraman" 


Presented by 


1847 
ROGERS BROS. 


Every Sunday 
at 4:30 p.m., EST 
COAST-TO-COAST 
Red Network - NBC 
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(Dill’s Best, Model) 





(Mon. 8:30 p.m.—WABC) 
15—Tito Guizar. 


Feb. 








U. S. TOBACCO | 


Jim Hays Joins Agency 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 9. 


LEWIS 


48th WEEK AS EXCLUSIVE WRITER 


Jim Hays, head of Gulf Oil’s radio for PICK and PAT 
department for last two years, has 
| joined a Walker-Downing agency ; 
here in executive capacity. Elimi- One of Radio’s Most Popular Programs 
| nation of Gulf’s own directed air set- | (Crossley Survey) 


up brought about the shift. 


Former radio editor of the Sun- 














Telegraph and before that an ti EDUCATIONAL sa trey “oe 
nouncer at WCAE, Hays is concen- - an 
| trating entirely on Walker-Downing SHORTS BESE DANIELS 
| radio accounts. | 
aneeiaanaiineminiais 
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Harvard Classics Join 
Air’s Free Time Grabbers 


saltimore, Feb. 9. 

Another outfit sround trying to 
tap radio for free publicity. Publish- 
jng firm in New York labeled “The 
Harvard Classics, which puts out 
editions of Doc Eliot’s famed ‘Five 
Foot Shelf,” is offering stations 
weekly copy for announcers to read 
over 5-min. routes. 

Stuff is anent 
whose pieces are included in the 
Harvard Classics. Publishing firm 
slips in couple of plugs for self on 
each program. Stations are offered 
the prepared material as free enter- 
tainment handout in return for the 
free plugs. 

Understood but few stations in 
country are using the copy, but flock 
of small indies are on the mailing 
list and receive the stuff each week 


Television School Reorg 


Kansas City, Feb. 9. 

Staff of First National Television 
school has been reorganized to fill 
gaps left by exodus of staff members 
to recently organized Arthur Church 
school. New setup has Kenneth 
Alexander as chief of staff, F. M. 
McQuiston, manager of extension 
dept.: Les ‘Hotsenpiller, former chief 
of TWA research lab, in similar ca- 
pacity with First Natl.; Wayne Mil- 
ler, formerly of RCA Mfg. Co.. 
transmitter instructor. C. E. Salzer. 
former engineer instructor, has been 
made chief engineer of KXBY. 
school’s station. 

School has about six thousand ex- 
tension studes and 150 attending the 
resident school. 





WIRE Takes U.P. Service 


Indianapolis, Feb. 9. 

Yesterday (8) began tie-up  be- 
tween WIRE here and United Press 
wire service for newscasts. WIRE 
is second Indiana station to get 
U.P. service. South Bend stations, 
both newspaper owned and under 
one management, subscribe. 

Eugene Pulliam, Jr., in charge of 
WIRE newsroom, has also had direct 
leased phone wire piped into WIRE 
from Indianapolis U.P. headquarters. 


This gives station immediate flash | 


coverage on state news, and is to 
be given much. usage, according to 
plans. 


literary figures | 











| F.C.C.°S WASHINGTON DOCKET 


Decisions 


Washington, Feb. 9. 

California: KSFO, San Francisco, granted daytime 
power boost from 1 to 5 kw. 

Colorado: KFKA, ‘Greeley, application for fre- 
quency change from 880 to 1,450 ke, and change in 
operation from sharing with KPOF, Denver, to un- 
limited, dismissed at the request of applicants. 

Illinois: WSBC, Chicago, Commish reconsidered 
and granted application for day boost from 100 to 250 
watts. 

Indiana: WLBC, Muncie, granted change in time 
of operation from sharing nights with WTRC, Elk- 
hart, to unlimited 


Louisiana: WBNO, Coliseum Place Baptist Church, 
New Orleans, application for assignment of license to 
Pelican State Broadcasting C« dismissed at appli- 


cant’s request. 

Massachusetts: WCOP, Boston 
transfer to Arde Bulova. 

Michigan: Lenawee Broadcasting Co., Adrian, ap- 
plication for new station to be operated on 1440 ke 
with 250 watts days only dismissed with prejudice. 

Minnesota: Daily News Corp., St. Paul, application 
for new station to be operated on 580 ke with 1 kw 
daytimes dismissed at request of applicant. 

Montana: Peoples Forum of the Air, Helena, grant- 
ed new station to be operated on i210 ke with 100 
watts. 

Pennsylvania: WIP, Philadelphia 
of special experimental author 
1 kw power. 

Texas: KNEL, G. L. Burns, Brady, granted day 
juice-jump from 100 to 250 watts. 

West Virginia: WPAR, Parkersburg, granted con- 
sent to transfer of control of corporation from Harold 
McWhorter, Marion McDowell and Wayne Van Gilde! 
to Exponent Co. 


Set for Hearing 


Michigan: Leonard A. Versluis, Grand Rapids, new 
daytime station, to be operated on 830 kc with 500 
watts. 

Nebraska: KGNF, North Platte, increase time of 
operation from 1 kw days to 1 kw specified. 

Ohio: Ohio Broadcasting Co., Steubenville, new 
station to be operated on 780 kc with 250 watts, days 
only; Ohio Broadcasting Co., Marion, new station to 
be operated days on 880 ke with 250 watts; Ohio 
Broadcasting Co., East Liverpool, new station, to be 
operated days on 1350 ke with 250 watts; Ohio Broad- 
casting Co., Salem, new station to be operated on 
1420 ke with 100 watts, days only; Food Terminal 
Broadcasting Co., Cleveland, new daytime station to 
be operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts. 

South Dakota: KABR, Aberdeen, change frequency 


granted consent to 


granted extensior 


zation to operate with 


from 1420 to 1390 kc and boost power from 100 watts 
to 500 watts nights, 1 kw days. 

Washington: Twin City Broadcasting Co. Long- 
view, new station to be operated on 780 ke with 250 
watts, days only. 

Wisconsin: WTAQ, WHBY, Inc., Green Bay, day 
power boost from 1 to 5 kw, employing directional! 
antenna. 


New Petitions 


Florida: F. W. Porton, Miami, new station to be 
operated on 1420 ke with 100 watts; W. W. Luce, Fort 


Lauderdale, ne. tation to be operated on 1050 
+ 7 
i | i * 
Georgia: WKEU, Griffin, change frequency fr 
1500 td 1310 k nd hou of operation from day: 


unlimited with 100 watt 


Kentucky: Louisville Broadcasting Co Louisville 


ne pe operated on 1210 k« vith 250 wat 
qaavs 
Massachusetts: WBZ, Westinghouse Elect & 
Co., Boston, boost power from 50 to 500 kw. 
Minnesota: WTCN Minneapolis, increase night 


power from 1 to 5 kw. 

Missouri: KCMO, Kansas City, change frequency 
from 1370 ke to 1450 -kc, boost power from 100 watt 
to 1 kw and install directional antenna for night 
use. 

New Jersey: Colonial Broadcasting Co., Morristow 
new station to be operated on 620 ke with 1 kv 

New York: Watertown Broadcasting Corp., Water- 
town, new station to be operated on 1420 ke with 10( 
watts nights, 250 watts days 

Rhode Island: WNRI, S. George Webb, Newport, 
voluntary assignment of license to WNRI, Inc. 

South Dakota: KOBH, Rapid City, jump day juice 
from 100 to 250 watts and install new transmitter. 

Utah: Dan B. Shields, Provo, new station to be 
operated on 1200 ke with 100 watts. 


Examiners’ Reports 


Missouri: Nixing application of Hannibal Broad- 
casting Co. because of a shortage of spot cash, Ex- 
aminer Melvin H. Dalberg recommended to the Com- 
mish that a second application for a new station at 
Hannibal, Mo., receive the go-ahead signal. 
of the Courier-Post Publishing Co., second applicant, 
was tentatively trimmed to include night operation 
only. Station had asked for 100 watts nights and 250 
watts days, but squawks from WTAD, Quincy, II1., 
led to the conclusion that the rag’s request might set 
up interference if granted in toto. 

Publishing company will lay down $19,900 on the 
line for the privilege of building up-to-date trans- 
mitter. 
$10,000 in assets, proposed to use $7,800 for a new 
station—or 80% of its nest-egg. Both applicants asked 
for a spot on the 1310 kc ribbon. 


Request | 


Hannibal Broadcasting Company, with only | 


‘Seek Daytime Stations 
For Ohio Small Burgs 


Washington, Feb. 9. 

Ambitions of interests affiliated 
with the Brush-Moore newspaper 
chain to establish string of daytime 
local stations in Ohio were referred 
to examiners last week by Federal 
Communications Commission. 

Although there are no transmit- 
ters in any of the towns. FCC or- 
‘dered public hearings on four ap- 
plications of the Ohio Broadcasting 
Co. for the right to set up low- 
power outlets in Steubenville, 
Marion, East Liverpool and Salem. 


Different frequencies were sought in 


each case, although the power re- 
qu ted was 250 Watt in three spots 
and 100 in the fourth ‘ 

Specific requests are: Steubenville 
780 kc. 250 watts: Marion, 880 k« 
950 watt East Liverpool. 1350 k« 
250 watt Salem, 1420 kc. 100 , 
All stations would be limited to day- 
light operation, with transmitter and 
studio sites unselected so far. 

Principal stockholder of Ohio 
3roadcasting Co. is the Brush-Moore 
Newspaper, Imne., which publish 
dailies in six Ohio cities. 


WPAR Joins CBS Web 


WPAR, Parkersburg, W. Va., joins 
Columbia Feb. 13 as part of the 
basic supplementary setup.. Alliance 
will give CBS twe Outlets in that 
state, the other being WCHS, Charles- 
ton, whose hookup also becomes ef- 
fective Feb. 13. 

Both stations are operated by John 
A. Kennedy. 





_WMAZ’ Newspaper Deal 


Macon, Ga., Feb. 9. 

WMAZ now broadcasts news di- 
rect from office of Macon Telegraph. 
Basil Hall devotes full time to sum- 
marizing the reports from the local 
newspapers and putting them on the 
air six times daily 

Local sheets still furnish copy for 
the broadcasts. 





Luther Hill, KRNT, Des Moines, 
visiting Chicago, Washingten and 
New York City. 





MILLIONS for REBUILDING!! 


Millions of dollars are pouring into 
the Ohio V alley for Rehabilitation. . 
Both employment and payrolls are 
scheduled to reach new highs im 
WLW’s primary area. 


YOUR product will share in this spectal activity 
if you use the Nation’s Station. And WLW, as 


usual, will give you “more than your share.” 
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a Here and There 





KRNT-KSO, Des Moines, pro- 
viding talent for the Ottumwa, Iowa, 
annual food show the last week in 


“Feb. Scheduled for the show are the 


Happy Chappies, Hi and Lo, Betty 
Jean and Freddy, Red and His 
Ramblers, Lou Martin and Dale 
Morgan as m.c. 





Peter MacArthur, director of the 
WHO, Iowa, Barn Dance Frolic has 
added Bob and Bill and Jerry the 
Yodeling Cowboy to the artists’ staff. 


Bob and Bill come from KLZ, 
Denver and the Yodeling Cowboy 





from WMAX, Yankton, S. Dak. 
the Jan. 30 show Tony 
who recently joined the artists’ 


On 


staff | 


-of WHO. will be introduced as guest | 


artist. Ernie and His Boys, a musical 
group, will also have guest appear- 
ances on this show. 

R. O. Eastman, former research 
director for Marschalk & Pratt, is 


now in the research business for 
himself. He has incorporated his 
moniker. 





KMOX, St. Louis, upped James V. 
Huffman to asst. sales mgr. On 
force for four years. 





‘The Songfellows,’ formerly NBC 
































MARIO BRAGGIOTTI 


WITH HIS ORCHESTRA 
Whose Baton You Can 
Bet On 


(HEARD ON NBC NETWORK) 
Mgt. CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS, Ine. 


’ 








—-— - 


JERRY 
COOPER 


KRUEGER BEER 
Mondays at 10:30 PM.. 
WEAF - NBC 

DRENE SHAMPOO 
Wednesdays at 7:45 P.M. 
WEAF - NBC 

Thursdays at 7:45 P.M. 
WIZ - NBC 


Management 
COLUMBIA ARTISTS 
BUREAU 











and now with WHO, Des Moines, 
have a new program for the Curtis 
Candy Co. 


W. Terrell Sledge and Cyril Wrig- 
glesworth have joined the sales staff 
of WOAI, San Antonio. 





Ed Voynow back in Chi Petry 
office after month’s trip through 
west; Ed Petry into the loop for 





An Actor’s Anecdote 





Performer whe does a daily 
network solo learned last week 
how ‘closely’ the second in 
command of the ad agency 
which pays his salary follows 
the program. Agency official 
phoned the mikester, who has 
been on the series since early 
last fall, about getting together 
for a talk, and suggested making 
it also a lunch date. 

‘It’s okay with me,’ said the 
performer. 

‘Well, then,’ remarked the 





some confab with Voynow over the 
week-end. } 


Vince Callahan, commercial man- | 


Cabooch. | 28° of NBC’s Washington studios, 


has knocked off for vacation in the 
Pocanos Mountains. 


Ray Barrett, formerly at WBNX, | 
New York, new announcer at WDRC., | 
Hartford. 





Bill Derwin of municipal recrea- 
tion department, Waterbury, Conn., 
sports-chatting at WATR. 





Ted Reams, from WCHB, Char- 
lottesville, is new mikester for WGH, 
Newport News, replacing Clyde Par- 


agency mogul, ‘we'll make it 
tomorrow at 12:45.’ 

‘I'm sorry,’ rejoined the per- 
former, ‘but you know I go on 
the air at that time... every 
day of the week but Saturday 
and Sunday.’ 

There was a 
silence, connoting embarrass- 
ment from the agency end of 
the line and then a, ‘Oh, yes, 
yes: well, then let’s make it 
1:16.’ 


moment of 











day nights from San Francisco over 
the Coast NBC-Blue web. Replaces 
Elston Wyckoff, who remains on the 











ker, 


| 


Harold Davis, program director at 


WDAS, Philly, is peddling a play he | 


authored about 
Going, Gong.’ 


amateurs, ‘Going, 





John Logie Baird, inventor of the 
Baird television system, has been 
awarded the gold medal of the In- 


ternational Faculty of Science in 
recognition of his work for tele- 
vision. 





Angelo Palange, fight announcer, 
has joined the Airwaves Corp., N. 
Y., program builders. Palange op- 
erated his own office for a time be- 
fore undergoing several operations, 
which have kept him abed. 

Gilbert Mershon, former 
(Indianapolis) tenor, now 
pop songs over WIND, Gary. 


WIRE 
piping 





Walter O’Keefe, native of Hart- 
ford, was master of ceremonies at a 
giant flood benefit midnight show at 
the State theatre Friday (5). More 
than 1,500 attended at $1 a head. 
O’Keefe and his father participated 
in a sketch with several other local 
residents. 





Tony Cabooch is inaugurating his 
‘American Families, Inc.’ on WHO, 
Des Moines. 





Morton D. Bolton, formerly as- 
sistant to C. E. Midgley of B. B. D. 
& O. agency for six years, has joined 
Craig & Hollingbery, station reps. 

Herman Bernie off to Hollywood 
today (Wed.) to line up more guest- 
ers for American Can. 


























GRACIE 
BARRIE 


STARRING IN 
“THE SHOW IS ON” 


. AT THE 
WINTER GARDEN, NEW YORK 


Excl. Mgt. HERMAN BERNIE, 
1619 Broadway, New York 





Rita Hudson, conductor of a New 
York American column for the last 
15 years, started sustaining program 
this week on WNEW, N. Y. Prudence 
Penny, another scribe on same news- 
paper, and Glenna Strickland, of 
Brooklyn Eagle, also conduct femme 
programs on same station. 





Lowell Reilly and Paul Neal 
started a new program on WBNS, 
Columbus, Monday, under title ‘It 
Goes Like This.’ Boys challenge lis- 
teners to name song they can’t play, 
offering tunes on piano-organ, two 
pianos, piano-trumpet and in vocal 
duets. C. D. Kenny Coffee Co. is 
the s‘¢-nsor. 





Tommy Riggs, new addition to 
Crosley staff, coming from WTAM, 
Cleveland, has been assigned to stag- 
gered sustaining spots on WLW, 
Monday through Friday. Billed as 
Tommy and Betty, Riggs does a trick 
vocal for impersonation of a little 
girl during a piano, patter and song 
routine. : 





Montgomery Mohn steps into the 








‘Dr. Crowley’ role in the Hal Bur- 








dick serial, ‘Dr. Kate,’ aired Thurs- 











_ LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORK, NEXT WEEK (FEB. 11) 


BUDDY 


LUCKY 


8TH MONTH 


10 P.M. 


Dir.: COLUMBIA ARTIST’S BUKEAU 


WED. - NBC 


CLARK 


STRIKE 





SAT. - CBS 











network staff for other dramatic 
shows. 
| Dale Frady now p.a.’ing KMTR 


(Hollywood). 

Walter Howard, staff announcer at 
WBRY, Waterbury,. now handling 
bulk of news broadcasting for sta- 
tion. 





Bill Derwin, sports commentator 


at WATR, Waterbury, back on the | 


air after several months absence. 





Milton Ponder, former WFBC, 
Greenville, announcer, out of radio 
to go into other biz. 

Maury Cliffer, KMOX spieler, and 
Florette Kaplan, Corsicana, Tex., 
pianist, announce they’re engaged. 








Alan Fort, formerly with WRBL, 
Columbus, Ga., is lates: addition to 
WATL, Atlanta, announcing staff. 








Al Brackman has left and Ted Hy- 


land has joined Lottman office. 
WSPA, Spartanburg, S. C., has | 
signed with United Press. Station | 


also has had Trans-Radio dispatches 
for a long time. 





of several months, has 
KLRA, Little Rock, commercial staff. 





Jack Meddoff’s comment program 
on WEBR, Buffalo, only a month 
old, will have a sponsor (Beck’s 
Brewery) beginning Monday (8). 





John Wald, senior announcer at 
KSTP, St. Paul, (with the station 
since 1929), off for a mike job with 
KEHE. Los Angeles. 





Clarice Mayer engaged to Dr. Jo- 
seph Garfield. She’s KYW’s (Philly) 
Woman Reporter of the Air. 





Nate Perlstein of Chi Morris- 
Shenker-Roth agency to the Coast 
for a couple of weeks o.o. of the 
Ben Bernie show. 





Gilbert Fierros, Mexican violinist, 
formerly with Doc Schneider's 
Texans, is now broadcasting with 
the Hi-Boys, Max Raney and Doye 
O’Dell, over WGY. For their p.a. 
dates, Florence La Fay and Jane 
Conye are also used. 





Kenn Sisson is doing a series for 
Sweet Caporal cigarets over the 
Canadian Network out of Montreal. 





Paul Whiteman’s unit opens Feb. 
20 at the Biscayne Kennel Club, 
Miami, for a two-week stay. Abe 
Lyman follows. 





Rea Hudiberg has joined the sales 
staff at WBT, Charlotte, N. C. 





Dewey Long, WBT, Charlotte, 
N. C., sales manager, has just re- 
turned from a business trip of sev- 
eral days to Atlanta. 





Rose Chanelle, contralto, started a 
new series of broadcasts over WRC, 
Washington, last Sunday. Silent on 
local ether for more than a year, 
warbler will be heard from 1 to 1:30 























period. 

Patricia Cook starting new one- 
| woman drama_ series at WICC, 
Bridgeport. 





| George Engelterr succeeded as 
KRNT traffic mgr. by Dick Teela. 


Ray Lang, after a leave of absence 
rejoined | 


p. m. each Sunday for an indefinite | 
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Indianapolis, Feb. 9. 

Glenn Van Auken’s petition on 
new station for Indianapolis will be 
up for hearing before FCC in Wash- 
ington, D. C., on Thursday (il). 
Local public utilities attorney will 
be on hand to present his own case 
for his proposed third station for 
here. 

Granting of a license to Van 
Auken was protested by WIRE un- 
der old management and it is under- 
stood new owner, Eugene C, 
Pulliam, will carry through the pro- 
| test. Not definitely known who will 
present WIRE’s opposition to third 
transmitter here, but probably 





Pulliam himself will make trip and | 


FCC. 


appear before 


VON KRONKHITE TO NBC 


Leaves CBS Chicago—NBC Wants 
WMAQ Activity Increased 


Chicago, Feb. 9. 

John von Kronkhite has tendered 
jhis resignation as chief of news 
| for Columbia-WBBM here effective 
| March 1, 

Understood that Kronkhite will 
join the local NBC organization in 
charge of news. NBC here has been 
‘anxious for some time to develop its 


In the six months Kronkhite has 
been with Columbia-WBBM the sta- 
tion’s revenue from news programs 
has hopped more than 500%, jumping 
from a weekly revenue of around 
$1,200 to over $7,000, so that today 
WBBM rates with WOR, Newark, as 
| one of the top news-money transmit- 


| ters in the country. 


| WHOM Case Dismissed 


Failure to prosecute caused the 
| dismissal by N. Y. Federal Judge 
John C. Knox Monday (4) of suit 
brought against the Giglia Broadcast- 
ing Co., operators of WHOM, Jersey 
City, by Joseph M. Rumshinsky, 
president of the Society of Jewish 
Composers, Publishers and Authors 
for infringement. 

Plaintiffs had sued for an account- 
ing and damages claiming defendant 
infringed on two of their songs. 


RCA’S RADIO MUSEUM 


NBC Would Be Port of Exhibit 
Devoted to Craft 

RCA is giving consideration to a 
proposal to underwrite in co-opera- 
tion with NBC a museum of radio 
and television. Exhibits would not 
only include sound transmitting and 
reception gadgets dating from away 
back, but the latest mechanical de- 
velopments in the field of television. 
Sound broadcasting setup would 
take in the various phases of long 
and short wave uses. Provision 
would also be made for the showing 
of facsimile apparatus. 

Should the idea of the museum of 
radio and television arts be ap- 
proved, the exhibit will undoubtedly 
be housed in the RCA building. 
Relics of broadcasting’s history are 
at present scattered among the studio 
foyers in the NBC layout. 




















W. W. HILL BANKRUPT 


Weston Whittemore Hill, copy- 
writer, with Cecil, Warwick & Cecil 
advertising agency, filed a voluntary 
petition in bankruptcy in N. Y. Dis- 
trict Court Wednesday (27). 

Liabilities of $1,905 included bill 
of $29 owed to American Newspaper 
Publishers for advertising. No 
assets. 





Benefit for Jay Ray’s Widow 


Hartford, Feb. 9. 
Widow of Jay Ray, local radio 
actor who died a month ago, received 


in his honor a 
Palace theatre. 
Show was arranged by a commit- 


week ago at the 


by Julian Tuthill, drama critic. Ray 





WTIC Travelers Players and with 
Hartford’s Little Theatre. 

| 
} 





| Visiting | 





In Washington 


Ore. 
Warren 
Youngstown. 


Williamson, 





Wash. 
Ralph Evans, WHO, Des Moines. 


news service on WMAQ, red outlet. | 


$500 from a benefit midnight show | 


tee of local theatre managers aided | 


was connected with Guy Hudlund’s | 


W. C. Jennings, KGW, Portland, | 
WKBN, | 


Logan Jones, KVOS, Bellingham, | 


THE 
MONDAYS 
12:15 p.mw.—WIZ 
Exclusive Management 
NBC ARTIST SERVICE. 
| 30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA, N. 





Indianapolis Protests LA FOUNT’S 1,000 SHARES 
. i. Part-Ownership of WNBC, New 


Britain, is Revealed 





Washington, Feb. 9. 

Former Federal Radio Commis. 
sioner Harold A. LaFount, who ap- 
peared at the October reallocation 
hearings as disinterested friend of 
small broadcasters, was revealed last 
week as a minority stockholder in 
WNBC, New Britain. Evidence cited 
by a Federal Communications Com- 
mission examiner showed LaFount 
holding 1,000 shares of common and 
100 preferred in State Broadcasting 
Corp., which holds WNBC license 

At the October gabfest LaFount 
| appealed for more power for inde- 
pendents, ostensibly acting on his 
own initiative. Told the FCC then ‘I 
represent no one. I have absolutely 
no financial interest in any radio 
station.” When he acquired the 
WNBEC tickets is not known. 




















“THE MEADOWBROOK” 
Cedar Grove, N. J. 
Per. Rep —ARTHUR T. MICHAUD 
1775 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
Mgt.—M.C.A. 








CARL 
HOFF 


LUCKY STRIKE 


“Your Hit Parade” 


Saturday, 10 p.m., EST 
WABC - CBS Network 








Fred Allen 


AND 


Portland Hoffa 


in “Town Hall Tonight’ 
SAL HEPATICA-IPANA 

WEAF—Wednesdays 9-10 P.M. EsT 
Dir.: WALTER BATCHELOR 




















f 2nd YEAR 
|} MUSICAL 
| DIRECTOR 


NBC 
Network 


Brunswick 
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JANUARY MUSIC SURVEY 


THIS TABLE SHOWS THE LEADING SIX SELLERS IN SHEET MUSIC AND PHONOGRAPH RECORDS GATHERED FROM THE REPORTS 
OF SALES MADE DURING JANUARY BY THE LEADING MUSIC JOBBERS AND DISC DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES 


| 


6 Best Sellers in Sheet Music as Reported by Leading Jobbers 











Song—No. 1 





Song—-No. 2 


NEW YORK 


CHICAGO 


LOS ANGELES 





‘Cc ‘Chapel | in the Moonlight’ : 


‘Pennies from Heaven’ 








Song—No. $3 


‘Gowdnight My Love e’ 








Song—No. 4 





Song—No. 5 





Song—No. 6 








‘When My Dreambcat Comes Home’ 
‘It’s De- Lovely’ 
“With Plenty of ‘Money and You’ 














‘Cc hapel i in the Moonlight’ 


‘Chapel in the Moonlight’ 





‘Pennies from Heaven’ 


‘When My Dreamboat Comes Home’ 
‘With Plenty of ‘Money and You’ 








ES s De-I Lovely’ 
‘Goodnight 1 





Ly Love’ 


‘Pennies from Heaven’ 
‘It’s De- Lovely’ 

‘Night Is Young’ 
‘I've Got You U nder My Skin” 


‘Organ Grinder’ s Swing’ 

















5 Leading Phonograph Labels Report 6 Best Sellers 
Side responsible for the major sales only is reported. Where it is impossible to determine the side responsible for 
the sales, both sides are mentioned : 











- RECORDS RET AILING AT 75c 





BRUNSWICK—No. 1 





BRUNSWICK—No. 2 





BRUNSWICK—Neo. 2 





BRUNSWICK—Ne. 4 





BRUNSWICK—Ne. § 


BRUNSWICK—Ne.¢ ~~ 


“Where Lazy River Goes By,’ ‘Right or 
Wrong’ (Teddy ; Wilson Orch. ) 


‘Night Is Young,’ * ‘Leokin’ Around “Cor. | 
__ners’ (Jan Garber Orch.) 
‘All’s Fair in Love and War,’ ‘With | 
Plenty of Meney and You’ (Hal Kemp 
Orch.) 
‘I’ve Got You Under My Skin,’ 








‘Easy to | 
__Love’ (Hal Kemp Ore h.) | 
‘That’s Life, I Guess,’ ‘Pennies from 


_ Heaven’ ( (Teddy Wilson Orch.) 


‘I Never Knew,’ ‘C razy Rhy thm’ (Yascha 
Bunchuk Orch.) 


oes in the Sky’ 


(Jan Garber Orch.) 


‘With Pi Pienty y of Money ‘and Yeu’ (Hal 
Kemp Orch.) 

‘Love You from Coast to Coast’ (Kay 
Kyser Orch.) 

‘When My Dreamboat Comes’ (Freddie 
Martin _Orch. ss sae 

Tll See You in “My I Dreams’ (Ted 


Wolfson Orch.) 


‘Smoke Dreams’ (Red Norvo Orch.) _ 


__ Wrong’ (Teddy Wilson Orch.) 


‘Night Is Young,’ ‘Lookin’ Around Cer- 
ners’ (Jan Garber Orch.) 


‘Timber,’ ‘Gee, But You're Swell’ (Russ 
Morgan Orch.) 

















‘Serenade in the Night,’ ‘Dear Diary’ 
(Jan Garber Orch.) 








ming en Park Ave.’ (Red Norvo Orch. .) 


*— Year’ s Kisses,’ You’ re Laughing at 
* (Hal Kemp Orch.) 








COLUMBIA—Ne. 1 


‘Serenade in the Night,’ ‘Me and the | 
Moon’ (Mantovani Orch.) | 





COLUMBIA—No. 2 


COLUMBIA—No. 3 


‘Mr. Ghost Goes to Town,’ ‘Algiers | 
_ Stomp’ (Mills Blue Rhythym Orch.) | 


‘Balleenacy,’ “Barrelhouse’ (Millis Blue 
Rhythm Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. 4 





‘Goodnight | My ‘Love,’ ‘I Wanna Go to 
the Zeo’ (Hildegarde) | 





COLUMBIA—Ne. 5 


‘Pennies from Heaven,’ ‘For Sentimental 
Reasons’ (Hildegarde ) 





COLUMBIA—Ne. 6 


‘Callin’ Your Bluff, ‘Big John’s Special’ 
(Mills Blue Rhythm Orch. ) 


‘Mr. Ghost Gees to Town’ 
Rhythm Orch.) 


(Mills Blue 


‘Serenade in the Night’ (Mantovani | 

ore) Nae 
| ‘Callin’ out Bluff’ (Mills Blue Rhythm | 
ee ies FE 
‘It All Begins and Ends with You’ 


(Frank _ Froe ba Orch.) 
‘Za Zu Za’ (Herbie Kay Orch.) 








‘Llorando’ (Carlo Molina Orch. ) 


| ‘When April 
(Andy Iona Orch.) 


‘Seuth Sea Island Magic’ 
Orch.) 


‘My Tane,’ ‘Na Pua’ * (Andy Iona Orch.) | 








©’ (Andy Tona 





‘Where Lazy River Goes By,’ ‘Right or 


‘I've Got Love to Keep Me Warm,’ ‘Slum- | 


Showers Reach Hawaii’ | 





| ‘Ride, Red, Ride,’ ‘Conge Caravan’ (Mills | 


| Blue Rhythm Orch.) 


| ‘Big John’s Special,’ ‘Callin’ Your Bluff’ | 
(Mills Blue Rhythm Orch.) 





Doris’ (Sol K. Bright Orch.) 





VICTOR—Ne. 1 





VICTOR—Ne. 2 


*‘Who’s Afraid of Love,’ ‘One in a 
Million’ (Fats \ Waller Orch. ) 














‘Goodnight My Leve’ 
Orch.) 


(Benny Goodman 


‘It’s De-Lovely’ (Eddie Duchin Orch.) 











‘Goodnight My Love,’ ‘Take Another ‘With Plenty of Money and You’ (Geo. 
Fe ae Guess’ (Benny Goodman Orch. ) Hamilton Orch. RSS 
VICTOR—Ne. 3 ‘Smoke Dreams,’ ‘Gee, But You’re Swell’ |‘Who’s Afraid of Love’ (Fats Waller 
; (Benny Goodman Orch.) Orch.) 
VICTOR—No. 4 ‘Night Is Young,’ ‘Trust in Me’ (Wayne | “This Year’s Kisses’ (Benny Goodman 
King Orch.) Orch.) 


‘I’ve Got You Under My Skin’ (Ray 


Noble Orch.) 


‘Hawaiian ( Cowboy,’ ‘A Wee Doech and | 





‘Goodnight My Love’ (Benny Goodman 
Orch.) 





‘Pennies from Heaven’ ‘(Eddie Duchin 


Orch.) 





VICTOR—Ne. & 


‘I've Got Love to Keep Me Warm,’ ‘Slum- 
ming on Park Ave.’ (Ray Noble Orch.) 





VICTOR—Ne. 6 








‘I'm in a Dancing Mood,’ ‘Tea on the 





Terrace’ “Tommy Dorsey ) 





‘Night Is Young’ (Wayne King Orch.) 





‘When My Dreambeat Comes’ 
Lombardo Orch. ) 


(Guy 


Floods Hurt N. Y.; 
Unusual’ Cold 





New York. 

| After a strong start, the sheet 
|; music business in January slumped 
badly and stayed there until the last 
few days of the month. Jobbers 
asserted that the only thing to which 
this drop could be attributed were 
the floods in the’ Ohio Valley. These 
same sources figured that the mar- 
ket in January had more potential 
| song hits than any other one month 
in years. 


Despite the three weeks of weak 
business generally, Shapiro-Bern- 
| stein’s ‘Chapel in the Moonlight’ 
maintained a music-counter pace 
| that was sturdy enough to nudge the 
tune over the 400,000-copy mark. 
Another number that had a substan- 
tial overturn was ‘Pennies from 
| Heaven’ (Santly). Song which sky- 
| rocketed within the space of a few 
weeks from away down on the list 
to third place was ‘Good Night. My 
Love, from 20th Century-Fox’s 
‘Stowaway’ and published by Rob- 
bins. 


Sheet runners-up for January in- 
cluded ‘One, Two, Button Your 
Shoe’ ‘(Sanily). ‘1,000 Love Songs’ 
(Witmark), ‘Night Is Young. You're 
Beautiful’ (Words & Music). ‘I’ve 
Got You Under My Skin’ ‘(Chap- 
pell), ‘Rainbow on the River’ (Feist), 
‘South Sea Island Magic’ (Select), 
| There's Something in the Air’ (Rob- 





|bins), ‘I'm in a Dancing Moed’ 
(Crawford) and ‘Easy to Love’ 
(Chappell). Of the six best sellers 
| in January, only ‘Chapel’ § and 


| ‘Dreamboat’ came straight from Tin 
Pan Alley. 


Pop end of the mechanical just 
| about held its own in January, while 
| the quality seal contingent reported 
one of the biggest months in years. 
Fats Waller proved RCA Victor's 
white-haired boy, Teddy Wilson 
topped Brunswick's best seller list, 
and Cresby swung back into first 
place for Decca. 








‘Smoke Dreams’ Goodman 


Orch.) 


(Benny 


‘Night Is Young’ (Wayne King Orch.) 

















~ RECORDS RETAILING AT 35c 

















BLUE BIRD—Ne. 1 ‘Serenade in the Night,’ ‘Little Old |‘Goodnight My Love’ (Shep Fields | ‘It’s De-Lovely’ (Shep Fields Orch.) 
Lady’ (Shep Fields Orch.) _ | Orch.) hs ‘ Ss 
BLUE BIRD—Ne. 3 ‘Geodnight My Love, ‘One Never |‘Chapel in Moonlight’ (Shep Fields |‘Geednight My Love’ (Shep Fields 


Knows’ (Shep Fields Orch.) | 


Orch.) 


Orch.) 





BLUE BIRD—No. 3 ‘Mr. Ghost Goes to Town,’ ‘The Goona | 


Goo’ (Johnny Hamp Orch.) 





‘With Plenty of Money and Yow’ (Frank 
Dailey Orch.) 


‘I’ve Got You Under My Skin’ 
Fields Orch.) 





BLUE BIRD—Neo. 4 ‘Chapel in Moonlight,’ ‘You're Every- ‘When 











My Dreamboat Comes’ (Shep |‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Tempo King 











thing Sweet’ (Shep Fields Orch.) | Fields Orch.) Orch.) 
BLUE BIRD—Ne. & ‘Never Should Have Told You,’ ‘Trust in | ‘Night Is Young’ (Ted Fio-Rito Orch.) ‘Chapel in Moonlight’ (Shep Fields 
Me’ (Johnny Hamp Orch.) | Orch.) 
BLUE BI«D—Ne. 6 ‘Night Is Young,’ ‘I’m in a Dancing ‘Smoke Dreams’ (Johnny Hamp Orch.) "Wee My a Comes’ (Shep 
ields Orch. 


Mood’ (George Hall Orch.) | 





DECCA—Neo. 1 
from Heaven’ (Bing Crosby : | 


‘Let’s Call a Heart a Heart,’ ‘Pennies | ‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Bing Crosby) 


‘What Will I Tell My Heart’ (Andy Kirk 
Orch.) 








DECCA—No. 2 


‘What Will I Tell My Heart,’ ‘Lady Who ‘What Will I Tell My Heart’ (Andy Kirk 
Swings the Band’ (Andy Kirk Orch.) Orch.) 


‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Bing Crosby) 





| 

















DECCA—Ne. 3 It's De-Lovely, ‘Tea on the Terrace’|‘My Last Affair’ (Jimmie Lunceford ‘With Plenty of Money and You’ (Henry 
(Will Osborne Orch.) Orch.) Busse Orch.) 

DECCA—Ne. 4 ‘With Plenty of Money and You,’ ‘All’s ‘Night Is Young’ (Ted Fio-Rito Orch.) |‘My Last Affair’ (Jimmie Lunceford 
Fair in Leve and War’ (Henry Busse | Orch.) . 


Orch.) 











‘Running a Temperature,’ ‘My Last At- 
fair’ (Jimmy Lunceford Orch.) | 


DECCA—Ne. 8 


‘It’s De-Lovely’ 


(Will Osborne Orch.) ‘It’s De-Lovely’ 


(Will Osborne Orch.) 











DECCA—No. 6 





‘Chapel in Moonlight,’ ‘ 


(Mal Hallett Orch.) 


‘Echo Valley’ |‘Chapel in 
| Oreh.) | 





—_ ee 
Moonlight’ (Mal Hallett ‘One, Twe, Butten Your Shoe’ 


Crosby) 


(Bing 





Inside Stufl—Music 


Max and Louis Dreyfus are sitting pat for the time being in the busi- | 
ness of acquiring music publishing firms. Deal for Forster Music Pub- 
lisher, Inc., has gone cold. In answer to the brothers’ bid to sell Forster 
asked for $125,000, a share in the proceeds from the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers and the right to continue with one of 
his subsidiary catalogs. 

Dreyfuses now own on this side the Chappell Co., the Crawford Music 
Co., and the Marlo Music Co. They are reported to have paid $20,000 in | 
cash for the Marlo setup in addition to providing all three partners, 
George Marlo, Al Porgie and Eddie Wolpin, with jobs. 


Lysle Tomerlin, telegrapher at the Paramount studio on the Coast, and 
Andy Iona Long, Chicago ork leader, are claiming a song publication 
record. They base mark on release by Exclusive of six out of seven tunes 
contracted by that firm, while Modern lists three other cleffings in its 
catalog, with at least three more to come under contract. Total of 15 
songs have been placed by team since their initial number, ‘South Sea 
Island Magic.’ RKO has bought “Tropical Madness’ for pic purposes. With 
exception of latter two, songs are getting publication without show or 
picture spotting. 


Fishman family, all in the same business, band and orchestra sales, are 
working out of three different offices. All three were once associated in 
Radio Orch. Corp. 

Frances Fishman is with Radio Orchestra Corp.; her brother, Ed Fish- 
man, until recently with the same office (nee Orchestra Corp. of America), 


| has switched to the Coast office of Rockwell-O’Keefe and brother Frank 
| Fishman, is an indie rep handling Archie Bleyer and several smaller bands. 


Henry Spitzer, Chappell gen. mgr., states that the statistical tables which 
Warner Bros. included in the availability brief that was made part of the 
argument for rating boosts before the American Society of Composers, 





Authors and Publishers, gave a somewhat distorted picture of Chappell’s | 


situation in 1935. Chappell Co., Spitzer points out, did not actually get 


| going until the fall of 1935 so that performances it got that year should 


not be compared with the availability rating it held at the end of 1936. 





All the Irving Mills orchestras are now being booked for hotels, cafes 
and One-nighters exclusively by Consolidated Radio Artists. Millis’ list 
includes Ellington, Calloway, Ina Ray Hutton, Hudson-DeLange, Lucky 
Millinder and Mills Blue Rhythm Band, Tommy Tompkins, Milt Britton, 
Yascha Bunchuk, Jerry Freeman and Jan Rubini. Mills’ tie-in with Charlie 
Green's Consolidated Radio orchestras has no restrictions on any of the 
Mills bands for CRA routing. 





(Shep |; 





Weather Aids Coast Biz 
Los Angeles. 


Bitter cold spell that enveloped 
Southern California during greater 
part of January, plus seasonal rains, 
helped create a brisk post-holiday 
season demand for discs and sheet 
music, with trade pretty much on a 





par with the heavy Christmas busi- 
/ness. Record field was particularty 
| strong. 


Jan Garber, with a couple of hits, 
topped the Brunswick catalog, al- 
though not in top spot in January, 
while Andy Iona’s Hawaiian ork had 
clear sailing for first, second and 
third position in the Columbia field. 
Eddie Duchin recordings held top 
and fourth spots for Victor. In the 
35c. field, Shep Fields had a walk- 
away with five of the six first places, 
and Bing Crosby led the Decca out- 
put with two of the six firsts. 

In sheet music, ‘Plenty of Money 
and You’ and ‘When My Dreamboat 
Comes Home’ became brisk near 
close of month and look like Feb- 
ruary winners. Also the six Irving 
Berlin tunes from the film, ‘On the 
Avenue.’ 

‘Chapel’ Tops Chicago 
Chicago. 

‘Chapel in the Moonlight’ re- 
mained the top-rung tune of the list. 
though indications are that it will 
_ be shoved out of the No. 1 position 
in the February listing. Battle for 
| first spot in the current month's run- 





|ning will be between ‘When My 
| Dreamboat Comes Home,’ in the 
| three-hcle in January, and ‘Good 


Night, My Love,’ 

along fast. 
Outside of the blue ribbon parade, 

but still strong enough to be im- 

portant, were ‘The Night Is Young’ 

and ‘I’ve Got You Under My Skin.’ 
Discs were steady. 


which is coming 





Irwin Dash, head of the British publishing house which is behind ‘When | 


the Poppies Bloom Again,’ has settled the claim made by Cramer & Co., 
London publishers, in connection with the current hit tune. Cramer con- 
tended that there was a recurrent strain in ‘Poppies’ which was similar 
to one in ‘Night Nursery,’ a composition which Cramer put out quite a 
number of years ago. ‘Nursery’ precedes ‘Sylvia,’ 
described as having something melodically in common with ‘Poppies.’ 





A holdover song 
Her Tyrolean Hat,’ 
‘surprise’ ditty. 


s from the ‘White Horse Inn’ score, titled ‘A Feather in | 


Campbell-Connelly has it. 

Robbins Music hes two more nitery theme songs. 
and ‘Rhythm at the Rainbow Room’ now are joined by 
and ‘Waddlin’ at the Waldorf’ as thematics. 


another song which is | 


is currently stepping out on its own in England, as a | 


‘Stompin’ at the Savoy’ 
‘Riffin at the Ritz 


| MULL PAY BOOST FOR APPEL 
Baltimore, Feb. 9. 


Up for a yea-or-nay poll among 
members of Local 40 sometime late 
this month is the question whether 
| Sic no Oscar Appel, prez of the mu- 

sical union, will get the pay boost 
he is seeking. 

Now salaried at $600 annually, 

Appel wants figure hiked to $1,300. 
| Prez, of course, does not depend 


upon his remuneration as union of- 
ficer for livelihood, but works regu- 
larly as a musiker. 


Aids L. A. Sales 
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$412,000 


played 


composers 


risen from 2,669 to 2,935. 
Altogether 





Shifting His Base 


Hollywood, Feb. 9. 
Jack Robbins states that 
view 





MUSIC ROYALTY | 
UP IN GERMANY 


Berlin, Feb. 1. 


in 
of the discussion at the 
|| time he headquartered at Feist, 
| instead of his own firm, during 
| 
| 





his last N. Y. visit, he’ll now 
make his headquarters at the 


report of the Stagma newly-acquired Miller Music, 
Organization for Collecting | Inc., and thus stay in neutral 
Music Royalties) has published the|] territory. 
receipts for music as being} Robbins sidestepped . head- 
as against $344,400 in the 


quarters in the N. Y. head-of- 








preceding year. Biggest item in the fice of Robbins Music Corp. 
‘ganization’s income is royalties because Feist was then a still 
1 light music new acquisition, and now with 
na points to the fact that the Robbins-Metro takeover 
more music from abroad wa: of Miller’s, the music publisher 
in Germany than German intends to give that outfit his 

in foreign countries. Royal- maior attention. 

paid into Germany came to onl 





$90.000, while Stagma ha 
$80,000 Annual re} l, 36 () FINE SL APPED 
shows that in 1936 the ® §] 6 L 
whose royalty inter ‘ests B AL Mi E 
Stagma has been taking care of has y B TI ORE UNION |< 


321,000 programs of} 








~ eetne 


Starring Dick Foran,‘ 
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lighter music were played against| Baltimore Feb. 9. 
19.100 of serious. Local 40 has, with one swat, 
¥ slapped fines totaling $1,360 on 
Harry Carter, ‘musical director’ and 
piano-plinker employed at the New 
® ee Howard hotel. That figure is larg- 
3 resents est ever plastered as a fine on any 

membel! by musical union he1 
The Sensational Ballad Carter has been given till Feb. 22 
Wh i to settle. Other alternative is to 

en y slice the union bonds. 

Penalty comes under five charges, 
Dream Roat ‘for conduct unbecoming .a mu- 
sician’ ($500); ‘for hiring under 
Comes Home scale’ ($500); ‘for contracting with 
other contractors’ ($250); ‘for sup- 
From “CHEROKEE STRIP” plying music under scale’ ($100); 


‘The Singing Cowboy’’ ‘for threatening to have union mem- 


The Greatest Western Ballad in Years bers fired’ ($10). 
Originally Carter was member of 
MY LITTLE Local 40 some years ago, _ but 
dropped out after refusing to pay a 
« fine for some minor infraction. He 
BUCKAROO then went to work in the New 
Howard cocktailery, which was a 


non-union shop. Last summer L« 


M. WITMARK & SONS 
Ave., RCA Bldg., N. ¥. 


WARREN. Prof. Mer around town, and told Carter it 


| would forget about old scores if he 
= | rejoined organization and brought 
| his co-workers also into union fold. 





Swedish Leader in U.S. 


Rex Saunders, Swedish band 
THE BALLAD leader, is in New York with his 
SENSATION missus, former Sonje Leonard, Svensk 


| jazz artist intends building a new 

orchestra here and is also consider- 
ing opening a night club. 

| Saunders is part owner of the 

| Atlantic hotel in Stockholm and also 

owns a piece of two niterys in the 

| Swedish capital. 


(TONIGHT) 


NOW THRILLING 
THE WORLD 


SAM FOX |. 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 
ACA BUILOING (RADIO CITY) 
NEW YORK 





Charlie Green Touring 


Chariie Green, prez of Consolidat- 
ed Radio Artists, and Gus Edwards, 
g-m, left New York Feb. 6 on a 10- 
day tour of Chicago and Cleveland 
branch offices of CRA. 


Lucas’ band at the Drake hotel, Chi- 
cago, on Feb. 13 before going to Ohio. 








oc al ' 
40 revised its scale for smaller spots | 


| composition 


| wants $3,548 from the writer 


|M. P. P. A. Wants to Know First 


Pair will attend opening of Clyde 
| Publishers 
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riaites BERLIN’S GREATEST SCORE 


“ON THE AVENUE” 


(20th Century-Fox Release) 


THIS YEAR’S KISSES 
YOU’RE LAUGHING AT ME 


I'VE GOT MY LOVE 
TO KEEP ME WARM 


THE GIRL ON 
THE POLICE GAZETTE 


SLUMMING ON PARK AVENUE 
HE AIN’T GOT RHYTHM 


3 CURRENT POPULAR HITS 
I Love You From Coast to Coast 


There’s Frost on the NY eyes el 
There’sa Silver Moon onthe Golden Gate 


IRVING BERLIN, Inc. 


799 Seventh Ave.. N. Y.C. HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof..Mar. 








Delettre-Parish-Mills 
Settle Suit Vs. Par’s 
‘Hands Acress Table’ 


The $50,000 suit brought by Jean | 





| Delettre, French composer and ac- | 
;companist for Lucienne Boyer; | 
| Mitchell Parish, 
Mills Music, Inc., against Paramount 


lyric writer, and 


| . 
| Pictures Corp., and Sam Coslow, 
Par songwriter, over the song, 
‘Hands Across the Table,’ was dis- 
continued Thursday (4) as the case 
was about to be tried befo1 N Y 
Supreme Court Justice McGeehar 
It was understood a settlement out 
of court was arranged, but attorneys 
for the defendant denied money 

was Tage scar in the settlement 

» plaintiffs, Delettre and Parish 
Ric ieee they sold their composition 


to Mills Music for royalties and that 


mod in March, 1935, the music pub- 
lishers granted Par the right to use 
the title of the song for a film, to- 
gether with the right to use the song 
in the picture. Instead of giving 
them credit for the song and the 
title, Parish and Delettre claimed 
Coslow was advertised as the com- 
poser of all the n ( ‘ 
Besides asking damages. the plain- 
tiff sought to have the court en- 
join Par from exhibiting the picture 
until the suit was settled. 
Paramount’s answer to the action 
was that it had purchased all rights 
to the song from Mills for $500 and 
were not obliged to credit Parish 
and Delettre as the comnosers of 
the song. They admitted Coslow | 
was given credit for the music used 
in the film. 


| Hine ill 


Lilian Dumas Sues 


| water 


Lillian Kalen Dumas, songwriters’ 
agent, who claims to have discovered 
7 > father of the hit song, ‘It’s a Sin 


Tell a Lie,’ filed suit Monday (8) 
in N. Y. Supreme Court against | 
| Billy Mayhew, the composer. She | 


| alleges he breached an agreement 


| with her under which she was to re- 
ceive one-third of the royalties on 
the song. 


Plaintiff claims she found Mayhew 
in Baltimore after considerable 
trouble. She learned he had a hit 
tune and agreed to have it properly | 
put out for him. She turned the 
over to Donaldson, 
Douglas & Gumble and Mayhew re- 
ceived $10,644. Miss Dumas now 


as her 
bit. 





DELAY DUES REDUCTIONS 





About WB Memberships 


panda | 


Board of directors of the Music | 
Protective Association | 
| decided at a meeting last Friday (5) 
|to make no move toward reducing | 
the membership dues until it became 
certain the Warner Bros. publishing 
firms would join the organization. 
In the event WB does come in the | 
membership fees will be clipped 
from 30% to 50%. 

Other major companies which are 
currently not a part of the MPPA | 
are Irving Berlin, Inc., and the 
Chappell Co. of America. 


Most Requested 





(Reported by Mario 
giotti, NBC.) 

Pennies from Heaven. 

Something in the Air. 

Love and Learn. 

When My Dream Beat. 

Chapel in Moonlight. 

Trust in Me. 

It’s Delovely. 

Keep Me in Your Dreams, 

Plenty of Money and You, 

Good Night, My Love. 

(Reported by) Freddy Berrens, 
Laurel-in-the-Pines, Lakewood, 
N. J.) 

Plenty of Money and You. 

There’s Something in the Air. 

Goodnight My Love. 

Keep Me in Your Dreams. 

If My Heart Could Talk. 

When My Dream Boat Comes. 

Chapel in the Moonlight. 

Got You Under My Skin. 

Pennies from Heaven. 

Love and Learn. 


Brag- 


(Reported by Al Donahue, 
Hotel Netherland-Plaza, C 
cinnatt.) 

Mr. Ghost Goes to Town 

Star Dust 

Night and Day 

Pennies From Heaven 

One two, Button Your 

Trust in Me 

Something in the 

Plenty of Money and You 

Got You Under My Skin 

Goodnight My Love 


lit=- 


Shoe 


Air 











| put the tune on the unrestricted list 


Musie Notes 


Earl (Father) 
bands at the 
an annual J-| 
is from Edge- 


Olsen and 
lead their 
tintvers ity of Michig 
Hop, Feb. 12. Olsen 
Beach hotel, Chicago. 
Hines, master of the 
has been leading his 
swing band at the Grand 
also Chicago. 


ere e 


Terrace, 


Ange.Lombardi’s orchestra is play- 
ing at the Club Petite in the Hotel 
Mohawk, Schenectady. Sonny 
O’Brien, emcee, Johnny Goodman, 
accordionist, Dorothy Lewis, Marjorie 
and Helen and Betty and Ann are 
also in the show. 


Eddie Wolpin has joined the pro- | 


fessional staff of the Chappell Co. It 
has originally been the plan of Henry 
Spitzer, Chappell, gen. mgr., to assign 
Wolpin from Marlo Music to the 
Crawford Music Co. 





‘Casey Jones’ on Release 





‘Casey Jones’ will be released for 
general performance on the air 
March 7 as the result of the acquisi- | 
tion by Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. of 
the tune’s renewal of copyrighf. Song 
was formerly published by the 
Southern California Music Co., which 


|is not affiliated with the American | 
| Society of Composers, 
| Publishers. Shapiro-Bernstein, which | 


is an ASCAP member, proposes to 


Deal for the copyright renewal was 
made with Charles E. Seiber, 
‘Casey’s’ author, 
Elizabeth Newton, 
poser. 


and with Dorothy 
widow of the com- 
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Last Week's 20 Best Sellers 





s 


nr reenter 


Dick Forscutt Returns 
As Salt Lake Maestro 


Salt Lake City, Feb. 9. 

Dick Forscutt, veteran Salt Lake 
band leader who gave up music sev. 
eral years ago to peddle ured cars, 
has opened new Louvre cavaret in 
downtown district. Spot, operated 
by Mel Flegal, features a floor show, 
starring local dance team of Ivan 
Gardeman and Ramona Davis. 





Father | 
piano, | 


all-colored | 





Authors and | 


son of | 


| SUPPOSING 
a From The Cotton Club Parade 
COPPER COLORED GAL 

THAT'S bak ZY MEAN 








[The trade will be interested in comparing the selling relativity to 

the most-played-on-the-air tabulations, shown elsewhere in this 
department. Song title and publisher of the best selling 20 are 

included; only the title of the song is recorded in the air plugs.] 


NE SU NO a aldo 843.9 Coe Reco on Cade Fonken cd Robbins 
When My Dreamboat Comes Home............ errr Witmark 


Chapel in the Moonlight.............. obese bee tees ees Shapiro 


ws) OR re eee ero Pree Select 

Ue een ee DG TO, oc kc ects cdseccccdceseas Harms 
*There’s Something in the Air........ceccceces oeeees Robbins 
*Rainbow on the River ...........- TT TTTTT TIT ...Feist 
*Moonlight and Shadows .......ccccccccese bnoaves ++..-Famous 
*One, Two, Button. Your Shoe.....cccccccccccccccee nelect 
Serenade in the Night.......... 006 666606650060600000RNMEIS 
ci.) 6§ UY reer ee $0 c66.008senseeecss cccdtee 
oo ere rere coccccccccecccecccce « WOras & Music 
I Can’t Lose That Longing tendenen 00066606000000060sOmRIanON 
May I Have the Next Romance?......ssessecseeees- Feist 

*I’m in a Dancing Mood........... 6 occ ccccecces cs LAWIOKG 
Someone to Care For Me......... 6000000000650000000mueee 
*One in a Million .......... i dedoonsees gasses ‘ . Hollywood 
TRIS YOOrs FRisses ...csces ovaseeses sseeee Sounceseex "Berlin 
*You’re Laughing at Me..... pnegbneeseaa eee TTT ee Berlin 

Coe Reet SOD: BPMEGOs 60006 bcdcswensecseeescen Morris 


* Indicates filmusical song. 
others are pops. 


+ Indicates stage production song. The 








Forscutt formerly was leader at 
Club Dorado, once town’s classiest 
night den, now doing vigorous biz 
as a sans-couvert beer-and-pretzel 
inn. 


Gertrude Niesen cut four numbers 
from Unive ‘Top of the To 
Bruns Hollywood. 
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VISIT OR WRITE 


[ARES MUS 


GAZING AT A BLAZING 
FIRE 





LONESOME GUITAR 


IT’S STILL 
BEING DONE 

















“i YOU'RE JUST A 

‘ LITTLE DIFFERENT 
7’ 

aN 

{ NIGHT 

& ) 

BN OH, SAY, CAN YOU 
y SWING? 

a 






IN YOUR EMBRACE 


RUMBAS 
SPIC AND SPANISH 


2S) 


MY SOMBRERO 
Orchestrations 50c each 
EDDIE LAMBERT—<con. Prof. Mar. 





RADIO CITY, N.Y. 





GROVIETONE Top, 
cs 


FAVORITES 
HEADLINERS 


CURRENT 
OF THE 


‘YOU DO THE DARN’DEST 
THINGS, BABY’ 


‘UNDER YOUR SPELL* 


“Vour 
“It’s Love 
“The 


} 
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Slightly Terrific” 
I’m After” 

Balboa” 


MUSIC CORPORATION 


SAM FOX PUBLISHING CO., Sole Agents 
1250 SIXTH AVENVE 


| ~“RCA BUILDING (RADIO CITY) 


NEW YORK 









Europe’s No. 1 
Song Sensation! 


SERENADE 
IN THE NIGHT 


Just Released!—England’s Latest! 











ALABAMA BARBEQUE 





a 
DOIN’ THE SUZI-Q 
Another Will Hudson Hit 
THE MOON IS GRINNING 




















Songs For the Millions 


“ONE IN A MILLION” 


“WHO’S AFRAID 
OF LOVE?” 
“THE MOONLIT 
WALTZ” 
“WE'RE BACK IN 
CIRCULATION AGAIN” 


Featured in the 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox Picture—‘One 
in a Million” 


no? Ort 47, 


| Sv ‘ 





to 


“Romo? OD SONG 


RCA BUILDING -RADIO CITY-NEW YORK.NY 


PHIL KORNHELSER, Gen Mar. 
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STOMPIN’ ON THE PRAIRIE 





+ 


10 PUBS HAVE 
THAT MANY 
PLANS 


chairman of the 
concerned with 
availability rating 


Henry Spitzer, 
special committee 
probing the 





methods of the American Society of | 


Composers, Authors and Publishers, 
has received 10 plans for changing 
the system from that many pub- 
lishers. He plans to meet with the 
other members of the committee, 


Lester Santly and Gustav Schirmer, | 


for a 
within the next week. 

For the first time since the current 
method of allocating publisher royal- 
ties went into effect, 


discussion of these formulas | 


which was Jan. | 


1. 1936, ASCAP members last week | 


learned how it is done. 


Copies of | 


the formula were mailed to the mem- | 


bership at Spitzer's Pre- 
viously only 
knew the exact bases 


the coin was ha.tona 


request, 


Kapp Keeps Em Spinning 


Hollywood, Feb. 9. 

Jack Kapp, prexy of Decca, will 
spend six weeks supervising record- 
ings here. 

Discs will be cut by Dick Powell, 
Frances Langford, Jimmy Dorsey, 
Victor Young, Ted FioRito, Ben 
Bernie, Connie Boswell, Bing Crosby, 
et al. 


Remick 


| Warren and Dubin at Their Best 
in These Two 


| SUMMER NIGHT 
HOW COULD YOU? 


A New, Terrific Hit! 
BUT YOU’RE SWELL 
we | 
from “SING ME A LOVE SONG” 
A Cosmopolitan Production 
THE LITTLE HOUSE 
THAT LOVE BUILT 


YOUR EYES HAVE 
TOLD ME SO 














GEE! 





REMICK MUSIC CORP. 
1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bldg., N. Y. 
CHARLIE WARREN. Prof. Mgr. | 























T wo TOP 
TEMPO TUNES 


Willan and Arran gta lyWiLL-HUDSON 


 MR.GHOST 


GOES TO 


TOWN 





Now a World-Wide Swing sation Mf 


0) 5 67a 
GRINDER’S 
SWiImG 


EXCLUSIVE PUBLICATIONS inc 
NEW YORK NY 
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ier? BROADWAY 











ASCAP board members | 
upon which | 





Most Played on Air 





To familiarize the trade with 
the tunes most on the air 
around New York, the follow- 
ing songs were most played on 
the networks last week. Com- 
bined plugs on WEAF, WJZ 
and WABC are computed for 
the week from Sunday through 
Saturday night, Jan, 31-Feb. 6. 


*Goodnight My Love. 
*There’s Something in the Air. 
*With Plenty Money and You. 
Love and Learn. 

*May I Have Next Romance? 
*Pennies from Heaven. 

Gee, But You’re Swell. 

On Little Bambeoo Bridge. 
Chapel in Moonlight. 
*You're Laughing at Me. 
When My Dreamboat Comes. 
Trust in Me. 

*I’m in a Dancing Mood. 

If My Heart Could Talk. 
*This Year’s Kisses. 

TNight Is Young. 

*One Two Button Your Shoe. 
*Summer Night. 
Serenade in the Night. 
*I’'ve Got You Under My 
tIt’s De-Lovely. 

Oh Say Can You Swing. 
*Easy to Love. 
*Slumming on Park Ave. 
*One in a Million. 


Skin. 





“Indicates filmusical song. 
t+Indicates stage production 
song. The others are pops. 











LEO LEWIN DROPS 


DEAD; VET MUSIC MAN 


Leo Lewin, 
died Monday 


50. veteran music man, 
morning (8) in the 
haberdashery next door to 799 7th 
avenue, N. Y.. housing Irving Berlin, 
Inc., with which firm he was con- 


| nected for over 20 years. He dropped 


| dead 
| after 


of a chronic heart 
parking his car, 


ailment, 


| the shop to make a purchase. 


Lewin, 


ager for Berlin, Inc., 


| firm for all of its 19 years and prior 


ito that 


with 
Snvder Co. 
Max Winslow and the _ songsmith 
formed Berlin, Inc., Lewin was 
among the first of the staff to shift 
over. 

He lived with his three sons at 725 
West 172d street, N. Y. He was a| 
widower. Murray Lewin, brother, is 
sports writer on the N. Y. Daily 
Mirror and Hymie Lewin is in the 
boxoffice of the Hippodrome, N. Y. 
Services this (Wednesday) morning 
from Riverside chapel. 


Waterson. Berlin & 





=m three Teams Concoct 


cahoots 
Hollywood, Feb. 9. 
Three song writing teams have 
concocted tunes for Republic’s musi- 
'eal. ‘The Hit, Parade.’ 
| Walter 
|contributed ‘Was It Rain?’, ‘Last | 
| Night I Dreamed of You,’ and ‘Reach | 
|for a Star... Ned Washington 
| Sam H. Stept did ‘Sweet Heartache.’ 
| Cliff Friend and Matt Malneck wrote 
| ‘Love Is 
| Ails You.’ 
| Duke Ellington, featured in the 
| pic, contributed ‘Rug Cutter.’ 


Dash From London 





Irwin Dash. director of Dash Music 


| Co., Ltd., sails from London, Feb. 10 
for N. Y. 
| He will remain here several weeks 


| on a com bined biz agg! ee trip. | 
Arrives in N. Y. Feb. 16. 











Heels In Love’ 


LEO FEIST, Inc. ° 








Gordon & Revel’s Greatest Score . . . From ‘Head Over 
...A Gaumont-British Picture 


‘May I Have the Next Romance With You’ 
‘Lookin’ Around Corners for You’ 
‘There’s That Look In Your Eyes Again’ 


‘Head Over Heels In Love’ 
1629 BROADWAY *®* 


NEW YORK 














| Presumably this is the prescription | 
| 
1 
| 


and visiting | ous. 


band and orchestra man- | 
was with that} 


|} men 


When Saul H. Bornstein, | 


| merely because the leader 


|on the wagon since last time in this 


‘OL0 COW HANDS! 
BAND oTANDARD: 


Texas Tommies and Cowgals 
Have Their Own Ideas on 
Jazz-Beaus—If the Dance 
Maestros Prove They Can 
Take It, They Get Whole- 


Texas Rangers’ Citation 


BUT IT’S SURE TOUGH 


Dailas, Feb. 9. 

Dallas has revealed such unex- 
pected likes and dislikes among the 
various dance 
to town that it’s worth analyzing 
what some of the qualifications for 
popularity seem to be. It will be 
noted that what the rest of the coun- 
try thinks has nothing to do with 
the reaction, the he-men and she- 
hoofers hereabouts may take to a 








particular dance bunch. 


for popularity in Dallas: 

(1) Band or bandleader 
have no trace of uptown, white tie 
and tails attitude. Some leaders 
have literally had coat tails snipped 
and ripped off. 

(2) Leader should be able to main- 
tain his end in crossfire gagging with 
crowd. They love to heckle down 
here and have been known to give 
the bird to baton wavers with comic 
rep who declined to demonstrate. 


(3) Head guy should be a whiz 


should 





with the ladies, otherwise their hos- 
| pitable attentions may prove oner- 
But both sexes hereabouts dis- 
| like youthful pretty boys. 

(4) Leader able to ab- 
sorb liquors as strong 
have been known to. break 
under Texas corn. There have been 
instances of name bands laving eggs 


should be 
variety of 


had gone 


| territory. 


(5) Personality 
ignore slumber 


should be able to 
habits as most of 


| dance public still operate on pro- 





Hirsch and Lou Handman | ;, 


and | 


Good for Anything That!. 





| hibition schedule when cutting up 


was done in hotel rooms. They in- 
| sist on leader attending these alco- 


| holic jubilees, 


It all adds up to southern hos- 
pitality. If an orchestra leader can 
take it, they make him an honorary 
| Texas Ranger. That doesn’t give 
(him the right of arrest but he can 


Tunes for ‘Hit Parade’ | "toasting in typical Texas 


| manner. 


| Example of Reichman 


| Joe Reichman and his band is 
starting his third month at the Ba- 


|ker hotel and this unprecedented 
situation emphasizes some of the 
do's and don’ts for ork leaders in 


| this section. 
| A little descriptive wordage on 
| Reichman will give better under- 
| standing of what the public craves 
| where men are men and brag about 
\it. He sits at piano on stand almost 
|level with dance floor. He will 
| swing into a favorite tune of a cus- 
|tomer and call out his name the 
minute he spies them enter. He will 
stop any tune to jump to one re- 
quested by dancers nearby. He will 
kiss the lady’s hand and pat her 
escort’s back as the band gets the 
downbeat. 

He will 
cross-floor 


wave to 
table and cal] their 
as a number is dedicated. He clowns 
with the band during the whole 
evening. will even climb piano to di- 
rect. And he gets a heavy 


| by hopping down for a prattfall on 


| he gets on his 


the keyboard. During intermissions 
bicycle and tours the 
tables where the customers have 
been clamoring 


Reichman confesses he developed 


| this new personaliiy for usage in 
this section and that customers who 
heard him up East would be slightly 


| 


surprised to see him work now. 

Benny Alberts and Orrin Schoitler 
have been added to Shapiro-Bern- 
stein’s contact staff. 





Echo the Small 





hearted Support—Also a | 


orchestras that come | 


somebody at a} 
name | 


chord | 


Chicago, Feb. 9. 


Orchestra leaders around here 
seem to feel that the U. S. govern- 
j}ment was taking a sock at them, 
| personally, when it put the Social | 
Security Act into effect. As con- 

tractors, they are considered 


ployers by the Federal government, 


VENUTI CONSOLIDATED 
FRENCH CASINO TIFF 


Dallas 

Misunderstanding 
Venuti and Consolidated over a date 
at the French Casino in New York 
likely may reach council of Interna- | 
tional Musicians’ union at 
ing in Florida this 
leader expects to 
damages. 

Venuti claims he was set into ve 
for Jan. 21 opening and says he has 
confirmation of date in telegram. He 
says Charles Green told him there 
had been mistake about job. e 

Squabble has longer history than 
this one dispute, origin dating to 
time Venuti’s contract was held by 
NBC, the contract having been shuf- 
fled when NBC retired from band 
booking business. 


, Feb. 9. 


its meet- | 
month. Band- 
press for $6,000 





New York office of Consolidated 
explained that it had wired for 
Venuti’s confirmation of the French 
Casino, New York, date before it 
started negotiations but 
Casino management had refused to 
approve any contract with Venuti for 
the spot because the band leader had 
previously turned down a bid to £0 | 
into the French Casino, Chicago. It | 
was also stated that when the con- 


AFM headquarters and that he was 
advised to disregard Venuti’s claims 
and proceed with the placement of 
Clyde Lucas in the Broadway spot. 
Lucas had been okayed by the Ca- 
sino after it rejected Venuti. 


George M. Cohan Sues 
For Pre-1908 Song Fees. 


George M. Cohan will attempt to 
collect royalties on 52 songs he com- 
posed before 1908, it became known 
Monday (4) when he filed suit for 
accounting and damages against 
Maurice Richmond and Max Mayer, 
of Paull-Pioneer Music Co. 





N. Y. Federal Court, Cohan claims 
rights to the songs to Fred A. Mills 
under an agreement. 
quently went 
assigned the songs over to the defen- 
dants. Cohan claims that since this 
occurred the defendants have neg- 
lected to pay the royalties. 














‘H’wood Night Life’ Tune 
Hollywood, Feb. 9. 

Jimmy McHugh and Harold Adam- 
|} son, Universal studio songsmiths, are 
| cleffing a new tune titled ‘Night Life 
|In Hollywood.’ 

| Jt will be introduced by the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic ork. 


em- | 


between Joe | 


that the} 


troversy first came up Green brought | 
the situation to the attention of the | 


In his complaint, which was filed in | 
that prior to 1908 he turned over the | 


Mills subse- | 
into bankruptey and ' 


(Leaders? Security Tax Groans 


Differential in 


Salaries Between Boss and Men 


{and hence must deduct one per 
of their men’s money for the Social 
Security Fund, and then match it 
with another one per cent from their 
own salary. To make matters more 
| annoying, if the aggregation con- 
sists of more than eight men, the 
| leader is required to add still an- 
__| other one per cent from his pocket 
| for the unemployment fund. 
| 
| 


cent 


| Since both taxes are worked on a 
| graduating scale, some of the boys 
are already crossing the 1949 bridge. 
and finding that the tax will then be 
nine per cent of the total amount 
| they pay their men. One leader in 
town, with a-radio orchestra, gets 
$250 a week, pays his 10 men each 
| $140 a week, and figures that in 1949 
it will cost him exactly $16 every 
seven days for the privilege of wav- 
ing the stick, and that the more 
he adds, 


| men 
the more it will cost him. 
| One thing in his favor is that his 
| employer will have to pay one per 
| cent to match one per cent from the 
| orchestra leader’s salary, and thus 

make the latter’s old age a com- 
fortable one, despite the claim that 
his middle age will be one of 
poverty, 


Differential between musicians’ in- 


| come and the leader is often far 
from large. 











| Harms Presents 


Greatest “Gold Diggers” Score 


| With Plenty of Money 
and You 


(Gold Diggers Lullaby) 
| All’s Fair in Love and War 
Let’s Put Our Heads Together 


Speaking of the Weather 
From “Gold —_— of 1937" 


| Cafe Continental 


When Old Friends 
Meet Again 


European Hit 


Vienna Dreams 
Trouble Don’t 
Like Music 


From 
“READY, WILLING 


| 


AND ABLE” 


Too Marvelous 
For Words 


Justa Quiet Evening 


Sentimental and 
Melancholy 


HARMS, INC., RCA Bldg. N. Y. 
MACK GOLDMAN, Prof. Mer. 

















To paraphrase the saying- 


SMOKE 


“After The 





—‘Good Things Come in 4s.” 
For example, here are 4 big songs from 4 big pictures: 


A THOUSAND DREAMS OF YOU 


From the Walter Wanger production, “You Only Live Once” 


From the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production, 


GOODNIGHT MY LOVE 


From the 20th Century-Fox production, “Stowaway” 


THERE’S SOMETHING IN THE AIR 


From the 20th Century-Fox production, “Banjo On My Knee” 
ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. © 799 7th AVE. 


DREAMS 


Thin Man” 


°* NEW YORK 


























| 


ee ae ee 


7 


oe qertiout Ratios © ~~ A A BMC 


Jeanne ones 8 
or 


; 
4 








pe a 


a ie 
a 


ig ia are Pita: 


Sh 5 


ee 





7 
Pe a ae 
ee ad 











Routes 


et ee 


48 VARIETY 


VAUDE —NITE CLUBS 





Wednesday, February 10, 1937 











Night Club Reviews 


- ~~ 


BENNY THE BUM’S 


@ 15 YEARS AGO e@. 


(From Variety and Clipper) 








Benjamin serves just about the best 











dinner in town—and for a reason- é é : 
(PHILADELPHIA) able figure—$1.50 being average| Picture rights to <'-ge plays going 
Philadelphia, Feb. 5. price. Another thing that contributes|up. As high as $35,000 had been 
Regardless of its name, Benny the | to Benny’s chances is the fact that it| offered for ‘Capt. Applejack’ and 
Bum’s is one of Philly’s swankiest| continues to be THE place for| ‘Six Cylinder Love.’ 
niteries. Instead of his former cozy erage Alay seen. ae 
hotspot on a side street, Benjamin | Philly, at’s a sure attraction for ; aii 
the ns now occupies a large and | the spenders. Henry Ford, still figuring on 





handsome place on S. Broad street,| Current show at Benny’s, about an | the presidential nomination, planned 





with huge and. striking, multi- | average presentation for him, brings | free picture shows. Reported to be 
colored neon sign out front and | Tess Gardell (Aunt Jemina), who is | Making films for campaigning. 
horde of flunkeys to open car doors, | socko at every show; Serge Flash, in | = 

check wraps, bow from the waist | fourth week with his juggling; Patsy | Adolph Zukor went West to shake 
and escort Joe Customer and his | Ogden, fair tapper; May McKim and | up Par studios. Every time a scan- | 
lady to a table. Contrasting sug-| the Swingsters, harmony foursome | gal broke, Par was involved. Four 
gestion notwithstanding, Benny the | with piano; Bartell and Hurst, show- 


{ ( rithst in a row were too many. 
Bum’s now signifies class. 
Since his Christmas night opening 


¢éat which he charged $25 a head and 


| manly adagio four, and Harry Rose, 
whose m.c.’ing will go over better | ee E may: 
when local audiences catch up to his|_ First National worried over re- 


set up dinner and all drinks), Benny | speedy stuff. Jay King’s between- | Ports Jee Schenck would take Nor- 
has consistently offered shows to| Show piano thumpings are standout. | ma Talmadge off its schedule and 
equal anything in town. His place,| Music is by Abe Salinger’s band, | go it alone. He did. 


which was formerly Piccadilly Club | with Earl Denny ‘guest’ batoning for 


. . a —_ » i = re 

until prohibition finally closed it, has shows. Hobe. | Murder of William Desmond Tay- 
— ge aah oP ey ti = moa oe 5 EN en a |lor had Hollywood batty. Felt it 
style. peatsS ov in lain room, as | ' . . 
r the, . might even lead to > abs > 
intimate cocktail room downstairs | RAINBOW GRILL, N. Y. Poy lar aentigeee ‘ at rag ne | 
and includes in its setup four bars,| pfmery Deutsch (Play. Gypsy. | n as a production center, 
air-conditioning plant for summer Play’ Wh Me | af k ry eit coming, as it did, atop the Arbuckle 

ez" ay, 1en ypsy akes | parron 
and winter, and display refrigerator | . a. Pe matter. 


Violin Cry,’ et al.. among his own 


in entrance lobby. compositions) is the 


° aes = new dansapa- ; ee . Ley fe 
greatly increased overhead. Com- Considering that Deutsch’s metier ae — were rencn bai — 
} ed to his old place, in which he has always been the strings—he's a written for hejane. Jack Lait, who 
pares Ww an Ss ay i. “nee -~ | violinist, personally, and accordingly | caught the how had more to say 
could virtually get by on a pass, partial to the smoother style of|about Nancy Welford’s pare! 
Benny now has 104 employees and | jusie—he has a nifty dance band at| k : , vy Oe 
all the expensive headaches of a big | : mpg Bey ‘ : knees. She was William Rock’s new 


this No. 2 Rockefeller 


dnece undertali ac eatery atop! partner 
business undertaking. | The  secon¢ | the 65th floor of the RCA Bldg. ;' aoe 
enny the Bum’s name somehow | And that's all the show there ~§ Charles King, working with Lila 
rent ¢ opriately with the former | which should be enough for a. $2 =e & W ile 
ote Te was ‘a "old-fashioned | table d’hote (from the same kitchen athodes, was a clicker at the N. Y. 
Sedws sto tronit + awellin ; that that services the chi-chi Rainbow | Colonial. Doing a Hollywood come- 
csukae ail speakeasies 8 And it | Roomites) in a modest but classy en-| back now, Tops then. 


| vironment, with Peter capably han- == 
ap * a by here door. Pe Parag Irene Franklin wrote Vartety to 
Evalyn Tyner pianologing the inter-|°°™Plain of the preponderance of 
ludes and Dr. Sydeey ‘Ros. per | souses in the audience now that pro- 
usual, giving out with the magic at hibition was in. Said she never saw 
the tables, are occasional filler-in- | 5° Many in wet days, 
ners. Doc Ross, incidentally, is one 
of the best intime workers extant 
and should be a wow for the private 
party gag where the class joint tal- 
ent picks up the soft coin. 

Deutsch has a full dance team 
| backing his violining, and while it’s 
pretty music to listen to, which is 
in itself no demerit, he also gets ’em 
out on the hoof. That’s something Four Marx Bros. opened at ’Frisco 
which can’t be said for every smooth | Orpheum and doing better than with 
| dance combo, as_too often they just | their former vehicles. 
| sit and listen. For, to recourse to 
one mugg Chi nite club manager, the 
| only way he judges a band—and he 


was the town’s prime late spot. But 
this new place, with all its glossy im- 
provements, is eminently respectable 
—and therefore less exciting. 

In his favor, however, is Benny’s 
constant presence on the job. Also 
on the credit side is Benny’s food. 
As at the former location, Sir 


JACK 
POWELL 


Appearing Nightly 
ST. REGIS HOTEL 
NEW YORK 





American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers planning to 
slap vaude houses for $250 a year 
| each for performing rights. Settled 
|on a per seat basis. 
ing real headway. 




















Gus Hill announced he would get 


doesn’t care what their Crossley rat- | back into burlesque. 


| ‘ 

|ing is—if the boys and girls itch to| franchises, but rented them to Joe 
| clinch, that’s the penultimate in o. k.| Hurtig. Would operate one show 
dance music. himself the coming season, he de- 





Bn 3 Meantime, managing director John | clared. 
STH - WEEK - 5TH Roy has built up Don Azpiazu and 
Direction: LEDDY & SMITH his rhumba-tango combo, at the! axiom. In the prohibition 


: : Mi era, 
snootier Rainbow Grill across the a 


ee | 65th floor, to mean something more 














- : a | I and girls were demandi ‘ideas’ 
than just another alternating band | with oe illegal imbibing — 
AGENTS for Glen Gray and his Casa Loma-| sundry Bonifaces of the land—or 


|ites. Alec Templeton, the blind 
pianist, and a singing harpiste, are 
slated to follow Maurice and Cor- 
doba in on Feb. 17 in the R. R., but 
the Grill seems to be doing all right 
by itself as is. Abel. 


BILL’S GAY NINETIES 


(NEW YORK) 


What starts out as a casual idea 
somehow, sometimes fortuitously de- 
velops into an institution. That’s 
perhaps the answer to many an in- 
dustry and while a remote thought 
as regards running a saloon, Bill 
Hardy’s Gay Nineties on East 54th 
(off Madison) is apt example of the 


AS glorified saloonkeepers, if you will— 
went in for chromium and tinsel to 
embroider their bootleg with, at $1 a 
co 


Everyday, Convalescent 

Greeting Cards 
In Boxed Assortments 

Very Liberal Commissions 
Write for particulars 
DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 West 72nd St. New York, N. Y. 


py. 

Bill Hardy, related to the Jack & 
Charlie (21) clan, thought up the 
Gay Nineties’ motif. In a way it was 
a nattital associatiun of ideas. Since 
time immemorial, ‘Sweet Adeline’ 
and that mellow feeling have be- 











—_——— — aes 


LARRY 
THORNTON 











the influence of the Police Gazette 
and gaslight motif, the spot became 
quite an oasis in its day. 

Comes the revolution and Hardy 
has not only kept pace with shifting 
trends but has seen to it that his 
idea is perpetuated. Thus nothing 
has arisen so that the parade may 
pass him by. 

Having established a character, the 
Gay Nineties adheres to it strictly. 
If it’s not the Bert Swor minstrels, 
it’s something of kindred calibre. 
He’s staged quite a few ‘comebacks’ 
for yesteryear renowned talent. 

Joseph E, Howard, vet songwriter- 
entertainer, now 73, is in his third 
year here. John Steel started here, 
on the comeback trail at $75, wowed 
‘em later at the Paradise restaurant 
on Broadway, and is now in the big 
money again in Florida. Ethel Gil- 
bert (Marks and Gilbert) is in her 
second year here and clicking with 
her soubret vocal delivery as big as 
ever. Yvette Rugel (New Acts) is 
the latest on the comeback trail. 

Hardy, from his busboy days at 
Reisenweber’s, Healy’s, et al., grew 
up in the vaudeville tradition, and 
he’s now making it pay, perhaps in a 
sentimental way, but never lachry- 
mose, banal or maudlin because, 
basically, the talent’s there. 

Rudy Madison is a juve tenor, now 
being ogled by the film bunch. Jack 
West, old-time minstrel man, still 
whams ’em. Teddy Bayer, baritone, 
used to be a champ college middle- 
weight and looks and sings as well 
as he used to box. The surefire 
minstrel quartet, Jerry White, Fred 
Bishop, Gus Wicke and Paul Davin, 
are holdovers. Bernie Grauer tickles 
the ivories in socko manner, as of 
yore. Spike Harrison, ex-Steinwayist 
here, is now vacationing in Florida. 
Will J. Ward, another standard 
vaude and minstrel name of yester- 
year, is another who registers. 

Current show features a punchy 
medley of operetta excerpts, effec- 
tively arranged and maestroed by 
Jerry White (of the original Radio 
Franks) from the piano. ‘My Mary-. 
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ASCAP mak- | 


Had three | 


towards the tag end, when the boys | 


come synonymous, and thus, under | 


land,’ ‘Student Prince,’ ‘Maytime,’ et 


al., are the shows. In between Ethel 
Gilbert clicks with her ‘Yama Yama 
Man’ (Bessie McCoy Davis) and kin- 
dred numbers. West handles ‘Bur- 
lington Bertie’ for strong returns. 
And all the other specialists likewise 
stand out, notably Madison, Wicke 
(with his robust bass-baritone), and 
Bishop. Latter understudied Walter 
Woolf King in ‘May Wine.’ Wicke’s 
‘Isle of Spice’ number is another 
standout; ditto Davin’s ‘My Mary- 
| land’ solo. 

With it all Joe E. Howard with his 
| sock songs—a catalog of yesteryear 
hits that are even more appealing 
today, in their sentimental associa- 
tions—continues to wow the custom- 
ers, considering that Howard’s a 
young-old boy of 73. He looks 20 
years younger than that. 

Bill’s Gay Nineties is by no means 
an A. K.-appeal joint but it’s under- 
standable why the ‘substantial’ 
people go for this nitery especially— 
and are willing to pay well for sen- 





timentality and song. Yet its down- 
stairs bar is jam-packed day and 
night. Abel. 


COCOANUT GROVE 


(PARK CENTRAL, N. Y.) 

Out-of-towners wanted more than 
straight vaudeville in this hotel spot, 
so the Grove now has returned to a 
floor show, with a bevy of 14 blondes 
and brunettes. Same moderate added 
charge applies to supper show, with 
no restrictions on dinner perform- 
>» making the current vaudeville- 
revue a nice downtown buy. 

Bill Powers is credited as stager. 
Palm goes to him as picker of femme 
beauty. Show gals (6) have what it 
takes, and the line (8) is pretty agile. 

Aside from the chorines, show 
holds Roscoe Ails, of the cinema and 
vaudeville,- and Betty Lewis (New 
| Acts), tapster. They are mainstays 
currently, finale stepping number be- 


Lit 





ing a trim display of showmanship. | 


Ails goes about his m.c. chores with 
the expected ease of a vet. Material 
is strictly ad lib, but good. Does two 
dance solos, cleaning up with his 
| shuffle number. Then mops up with 
| his duo combinations, “Truckin’’ and 
‘Susie Q,’ with Miss Lewis. 

Captivating Lewis femme 
with two tapping efforts, 
| closing stepping with Ails. 
novelty is her ace solo try. 
| Stuart and Lea (New Acts), ball- 
|}room tea, contribute two. efforts, 
|ecolorful number with huge capes 
| being something out of the ordinary. 
Marion Melton (New Acts), stately 
| blonde, provides the song interludes, 
her voice being especially suited for 
| this type of show. 

Jerry Blaine’s orchestra continues 
to draw favorable response. Now in 
|tenth week, band provides sweet 
|syncopating for dancing and music 
for full show. Blaine, who came 
east frem the Coast, has several nice 
vocal and instrumental combos in or- 
ganization. Phyllis Kenny is given 
heaviest plug, charming with looks 
and dulcet tones. Clark Ringwalt’s 
string quartet provides music in be- 
tween. Nelson continues as affable 
maitre. Wear. 


scores 
besides 
Toreador 


Nitery Placements 





Paul Draper, dancer, joins Hart- 
mans and Pancho’s orchéstra at 
Plaza hotel, N. Y. 

Tommy Dorsey's band goes into 
Hotel Commodore, N. Y., Feb. 19, re- 
placing Mal Hallett. 

Diaz and Dolores, ballroomers, and 
La Corita, rhuma terper, added to 
show at Casa Valencia, N. Y. 

Joe Grey Trio and Lucille. singers, 
cpen Madeleine’s new N. Y. nitery 
this week. 

Dorothy Howe, kid contralto, vo- 





Vanderbilt hotel, N. Y. 
Mrs. 


Alpin hotel starting Feb. 15. 

Leo Reisman’s band and Eve Sym- 
ington, singer, leave the Waldorf 
Feb. 9 for Lenten season. Reopen 
later with Edgar Bergen, ventrilo- 
quist, added to show. 

Wini Shaw moved from Versailles, 
N. Y., to Hollywood Country Club, 
Hollywood, Fla. Benny Fields goes 
into same spot Feb. 16. 

Alec Templeton, blind pianist, and 
Ariel Perry, singing harpist, join the 
show at the Rainbow Room, N. Y., 
Feb. 17. 

Walton and Joanne, dance team, 
and Doris Hare, comedienne, have 





Faith Bacon, fully recovered from 
her accident, opens at Colisimo’s in 
Chi, Friday (12), replacing Peaches. 

Marion Morgan, buriesque strip- 
| per, opened this week at Harry’s 
New York Bar, Chicago. 


calizing with Eddie Lane’s crew at| 


| 


3 


Philly Nitery Operators 
Must Also Know Their 
Marquis of Queensbury 


Philadelphia, Feb. 9. 
If niteries here ever start throwing 
boxing bouts in with the floor shows 
operators of two of the best known 
spots in town will probably get top 
billing.- Both figured in fist-swinging 
duels in the past two weeks. ; 





Latest was Benny the Bum (Ben 
Fogelman). Ex-Magistrate Eddie 
Carney, known as ‘The Dancing 
Judge,” Sunday morning (7) said 


something the Bum didn’t like. Fists 
flew, but.aims were bad, and da: 
ages were confined to torn clothing. 
At the President’s birthday boll 
Jack Lynch, operator of the Hotel 
Adelphia’s Cafe Marguery, and A. A. 
Tomei, president of the musicians’ 
local, almost gave 17.000 spectators 
more than their dollar’s worth. 
Lynch went up on the stage and 
asked his band—supposed to be play- 
ing a benefit—to strike up. Tomei 
flashed out of the wings and said the 
musicians wouldn’t hit a key unless 
they got paid. Onlookers put a sud- 
den stop to the ensuing fisticuffs. 


Bert Walton Forced Out 


Bert Walton was a_ last 
cancellation out of the current vaude 


show at Loew’s State, New York, 
due to illness. Showed up at re- 
hearsals opening day (4), but lost 


his voice and had to pull out. 
George Beatty replaced Walton in 
the four-act show. 





USHER-ORGANIST 


Greenville, S. C., Feb. 9. 

Manager Dick Lasley of Carolina 
here, some time back discovered 
Robert Bruns, one of his ushers, to 
be adept at organ playing and now 
opens the Carolina each day with 
Bruns caressing the Wurlitzer. 

Bruns is believed to be the only 
usher-organist in the country. 


‘SPIKE’ HARRISON 








Back from Vacation 


Address Hotel Bryant 
Broadway and 5ith St., N. Y¥. C. 


Florida 











| 
| 


| 


| 


Theodore Dreiser will sing | 
with Enoch Light’s band at the Mc-! 





joined Vincent Lopez band in the} 
Grill Room of the Hotel Astor, N. Y. | 


OLIVE 


ANDREE 


and 


AL 
SAMUELS 
‘Well Intended Buffoonery’ 


Jan, 30th to Feb. 15th 
Theatre Da! Verme, Milano, Italy 


Feb. 16th to 18th 
Corso Theatre 
Zurich, Switzerland 


Permanent Foreign Mailing Address 
American-Express, Paris, France 











Show People All the World Over Wil 
Be Interested to Know That 


SIDNEY FISHER :atuon 


(¥Yormerly at 29, Wardour Street) 
ts Now Located at More Commodious 
Premises at 
75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 














“WHITEY” 


AL. ROBERTS 


NITE CLUBS 
Trocadero, Hollywood Club Lido, Montreal 
Brown Palace, Denver Belvedere, Des Moines 
Blue Ribbon, Racine Arcady, St. Charles 


New Bedford, Hotel Lobster, Hartford 
AND NOW |. 
Starting Mar. Ist, Levaggi’s, Bostoa 

















, CLIFFORD 'C 
FISCHER'S 


FRENCH 
CASINO 


7th AVE. at 50th ST, 
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Flint, Mich, Bone Dry as 668 Niteries, 





Bars Stop Liquor Sale Due to Strike 





Detroit, Feb. 9. 


Nearby Flint, a 100,000-pop. town 
which has been the hotbed in the 
current auto strikes hereabouts, went 
‘bone dry’ Saturday (6), with all its 
668 niteries and bars being shuttered 
by the state liquor control commish. 
Move was designed to forestall fur- 
ther violence in the town, which is 
practically under martial law with 
more than 2,500 national guardsmen 
stationed around the various auto 
plants where sit-down strikers hold 
forth. 

Orders were issued by V. F. 
Gormely, commish head, that no 





Ethel Waters Unit from 
L.A. Acer to Negro House 


Los Angeles, Feb. 9. 

Ethel Waters’ all-Negro unit 
closed a five-day engagement at the 
Lincoln theatre, all colored patron- 
age house here, moving there direct 
from the Paramount theatre, where 
it played previous week. 

This is the first time that a com- 
plete stage unit has moved from a 
downtown acer directly into the col- 
ored section. 


the colored bands at 





m N. X, 





beer, wine or liquor could be sold 
until the strike situation eases. Signs 
were tacked on all drinking spots 
reading ‘No liquor until further no- 
tice.’ - 

Closing action came after several 
near riots among strikers, sympathiz- 
ers and anti-strikers had started in 
various bars in the neighborhood 
of struck plants. Even retail liquor 
stores were shut under the order. 

Action has brought a heavy influx 
of bootleggers into town. 


NEW COMMUTERS LAW 
WOULD NICK DET. BIZ 


Detroit, Feb. 9. 

Huge losses for Detroit niteries 
and theatres is foreseen if a com- 
muters bill, approved last week by 
the Immigration Committee of the 
House of Representatives, is passed. 
Bill would bar persons living in 
Canada from commuting daily to 
work in U. S. 

Would affect about 1,800 persons 
who reside in Windsor, across the 
river from Detroit, and work here. 
Estimated Canadians spend large 
sums in Detroit spots weekly, since 
liquor prices are considerably higher 
across the border and first class en- 
tertainment is scarce. 

Similar legislation, which also 
would affect Mexican commuters, 
has been introduced annually for 
several years. 











Veloz and Yolanda for 


Gracie Fields’ New Show 


London, Feb. 9. 
Veloz and Yolanda, American 
dance team, are wanted for new 
Cochran show starring Gracie 
Fields, skedded for production some- 
time in March. 








‘Lou Wolfson of MCA, who just 
sailed for London, will try and 
straighten conflicting bookings which 
the team must first set back in order 
to accept the London production, 





Wm. Morris Skating Party 


Melitta Brunner, Viennese ice 
skater, will attend the North Ameri- 
can skating championships to be held 
at Saranac Lake starting Thursday 
(11) as the guest of William Morris. 
The Morrises will host a small party 
from New York. 

Ice star was brought over under 
contract to the William Morris 
agency. 








Meller May Move From 
Hotel to Pitt. Showboat 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 9. 

Old-time meller, ‘Snatched from 
ihe ivoose,’ now in its third month 
at Fort Pitt hotel, figuring on mov- 
ing into a nitery for a run. Show, 
produced by Morry Fierst, and Clyde 
McFall, has been building steadily, 
but management figures they're get- 
ting a tough break because hotel 
forces ’em to move out of English 
Room whenever there’s a big party 
or dance booked. ‘Noose’ then goes 
on in another room with consider- 
ably less capacity. 

Under consideration at the moment 
is Show Boat, nitery located at Al- 
legheny river wharf, and with a 
Stage platform big enough to ac- 
commodate show and seats for around 
400. Spot also has a circular bar. 

Producers are now dickering with 
Furie Ross, operator of boat, but 
question of cut is holding up deal. 
At Fort Pitt show gets only admis- 
sions, with hotel taking the drink 


'TLoew’s State, on Broadway, invari- 


ably go directly up to the Apollo, 
colored vaudfilmer in Harlem. 


SCANDALS CUT 
TO FILL $6,000 
BUDGETS 





George White will cut his ‘Scan- 
dals’ down even further than its 
present condensed vaude_ version. 
Trimming is expected to take place 
after its week’s booking at Keith’s, 
Boston, opening Feb. 18, at $10,000 
plus a split. 


Limited number of theatres capa- 
ble of guaranteeing stage shows 
$10,000 weekly plus a percentage of 
the gross is causing White to tighten 
the unit’s budget. He’s expected to 
get it down to where he can sell it 
for around $6,000. 


William Morris office is agenting 
‘Scandals.’ 


PHILLY AGENTS GIVEN 1 
WEEK TO GET LICENSES 


Philadelphia, Feb. 9. 

Campaign of Pa. Dept. of Labor 
and Industry to force agents here to 
get $100 licenses or fold took a 
breather this week. 

Victor Girard, local investigator 
for department, said he is giving the 
117 agents and bookers in the city 
until next Monday (15) to get their 
diplomas, After that he goes to work 
on them. Only 13 were licensed up 
to last night (Monday). 


Minevitch Solo for Pix, 


Harmonica Band’s Tour 


Borah Minevitch, following his 
booking at the Ambassador, St. 
Louis, week of Feb. 26, scrams to 
the Coast to fulfill his termer with 
20th-fox, William Morris office will 
route his harmonica band in vaude 
without the mouth organ maestro. 

For his last two weeks in vaude, 
Chicago, Chicago, Feb. 19, and then 
the St. Louis booking, Minevitch’s 
band gets a $250 raise in salary to 
$2,500. 

















$7,900 Breach 


Suit has been instituted in Su- 
preme Court of N. Y. County by 
Milton Douglas, vaude comic, against 
Count Bernivici and Harry C. Green 
for $7,500 for alleged breach of con- 
tract. 

Douglas contends that Green, as 
general manager for  Bernivici, 
signed him to appear in latter’s unit, 
which is currently at Orpheum, 
Minne. When the William Morris 
office took over the unit, show was 
recast and Douglas dropped. Lou 
Randell is representing the plaintiff. 








Pryor’s Burke Sisters 


Milwaukee, Feb. 9. 
Roger Pryor, now bandleader, 
motored into Milwaukee from Chi- 
cage, where he is appearing at the 


the Burke Sisters, vocalists at work 
at the Riverside. 





and food dough 190%. 


He signed them with his band for 
a tour. 


Hotel Sherman, and quietly caught | 





Ben Barton’s Bath 


Ben Barton, former m.c. and band- 
leader, filed a voluntary petition in 
bankruptcy in Fed:ral Court, N. Y., 
Friday (5) listing his liabilities at 
$4,210 and no assets. Among credi- 
tors named are Murray Korman, 
photographer; Noel Sherman, Will- 
iam Shilling and Jack Roach, agents. 

Barton, otherwise Ben Bochur, is 
father of Eileen Barton, the ‘Jolly 
Gillette,’ of the Milton Berle-Gillette 
radio program. 


Minstrel Revival May 
Hold Mclntyre-Heath, 


Tinney; Swor Staging 














MCA. CRA and R-OK in 3-Cornered 
Battle for Control of Chi Bookings 








All-star minstrel revival " show 
which Bill Hardy, of Bill’s Gay 
Nineties, N. Y., is lining up, may in-| 


clude McIntyre and Heath and Frank | 


Tinney. Eddie Leonard was set until 
his recent commitment to an asylum 
and the proposed substitution of 
Eddie Leonard, Jr., his adopted son, 
is temporarily stymied by the ‘Broad- 
way Juniors’ unit, now on tour. 

Frank Tinney is taking a cure at 
a New Jersey san, Jim McIntyre, 
79, is still ill in Florida, but it’s 
hoped he and Tom Heath, 84, can do 
one show nightly. Bert Swor is put- 
ting on the show, with himself, Billy 
Beard, Nate Busby and Tex Hen- 
dricks (femme impersonator) in the 
cast. 


FLOODS, SNOW DISRUPT 
$150-DAY UNIT ROUTES 


Lincoln, Feb. 9. 

Ohio floods did a flock of damage 
to Wilbur Cushman’s eastern route. 
Route up into Pennsylvania had been 
open since October and was depen- 
dent on stops in Nashville, Ports- 
mouth, Evansville and others in or 
near the flood area to furnish break 
jumps. Detours, inability to cross 
the rivers, flooded houses and brok- 
en communication systems stymied 
service. About five units were up 
in the territory. 

Ed Gardadiner’s ‘Winter Garden 
Follies,’ making a jump here from 
Wheeling, W. Va., told of boating 
out of Wheeling when orders came 
for the units to scram west. Gard- 
iner show goes on the Wyoming- 
Montana route until things get back 
in shape in the valley. 

Flood, coupled with heavy north- 
west snows, has been a heartbreaker 
for units. Haven for the present is 
the signing of the Saenger time in 
the south, which will start taking 
units Feb. 15 from Cushman. 


Philly’s Former Torch 
Club Goes Up in Blaze 


Philadelphia, Feb. 9. 

The ‘31’ Club here put on the hot- 
test show in town Sunday morning 
(7). Manager George Levine esti- 
mated the loss at $10,000. 

Formerly the Torch Club, the place 
looked like one. The entire second 
floor, rear of the first floor, front 
stairway and downstairs bar flamed 
to a frizzle. It took firemen four and 
one-half hours to douse the blaze. 

The name of the place was changed 
after a fire a year ago. 


Sally Rand’s $5,750 Unit 


Sally Rand’s 35-people unit has 
been set for three weeks by RKO at 
a guarantee of $5,750 weekly plus a 
percentage arrangement. William 
Morris office agented. 

Goes into the Shubert, Cincinnati, 
Feb. 19, with Columbus and Cleve- 
land immediately following. 


PLANS BALTO HOFBRAU 


Baltimore, Feb. 9. 

Ivan Frank, operator of the Hof- 
brau, New York, is readying a 
Bavarian-type nitery here in a long- 
dark site that once roofed a chow- 
meinery, The Golden Pheasant. 

Considerable rehabilitation will 
likely delay the opening till March. 
Spot will be first large-scale spot of 
sort berthed in Balto since pre-war 
era. 


MARK LEDDY’S FIRST TRIP 


Mark Leddy made his first hop 
across the Atlantic Saturday (6). 


























Agent is going over to scout the | 


London and Paris vaudeville situa- 
tion and extend his bookings on both 
sides, 





| Sundays in Connecticut between 2 





+ 


New K. C. Nite Spot 
Changes Op and Title 


Kansas City, Feb. 9. 


Buddy Fisher’s class nitery, which 
he tagged ‘Buddy Fisher’s,’ is now 
the Club Continental and in other 
hands. Fisher’s venture lasted but 
two and a half months. Place was in 
hot water from start, when Fisher’s 
partner, Irving Bernstein, gave up 
the ghost and went back to his jew- 
elry biz in Des Moines. 

A group fronted by Jack Randazzo 
is now running the spot. Policy has 
been changed, with lesser traveling 
bands being set for two-week stints. 








SALARY DUE 
TO 2 PIX 


Ritz Bros., currently at the Palace, 
Chicago, have been given a $500 in- 
crease in salary even before finish- 
ing the date. Booked in Chi at a 
guarantee of $5,500 plus a_ split, 
which in itself is an increase of 
$3,250 over their last salary in 
vaude before going to Hollywood, 
boys are finding it impossible to go 
over the split figure because of a 
flu epidemic there. Health authori- 
ties are forbidding lobby holdouts 
and standees in the Chi houses. As 
compensation, RKO signed _ the 
trio Monday (8) for Keith’s, Boston, 
for the week of Feb. 25 at a guaran- 
tee of $6,000 plus a percentage. 

Loew’s gets the act for the State, 
New York, week of March 4. Deal 
hasn’t been entirely worked out as 
to the split-figure, but the guarantee 
will also be $6,000 there. Lou Irwin 
is agenting the trio, which has more 
than doubled its salary strictly on 
the strength of two 20th-Fox pic- 
tures, ‘Sing, Baby, Sing’ and ‘One 
In a Million.’ 


Blackstone, Ill, Cancels 
Richmond, Norfolk Dates 


Norfolk, Va., Feb. 9. 

Blackstone, the magician, had no 
magic for a breakdown that forced 
idleness in Richmond and a post- 
ponement of his engagement that 
was due to open here Friday (5) 
at Loew’s State. 

He had completed a Washington 
stand and was due to advance upon 
Richmond when illness caught him. 


Sunday Vaude Bill Up 
In Conn. Legislature 


Hartford, Feb, 9. 

















A bill legalizing vaudeville on 
p. m. and 10:30 p. m. if local select- 
men or boards of aldermen approve 
has been introduced in the General 
Assembly. No Sunday vaudeville 
allowed now unless for charity. 
Introduced just a few minutes be- 
for the deadline on new business Fri- 
day (5), the bill was referred to the 
Judiciary Committee of the Senate. 





J. C. STEIN’S TRAVELS 


Chicago, Feb. 9. 
J. C. Stein, president of Music 
Corp. of America, on his way to the 
Coast. Will do some serious contact- | 





|ing of studios on MCA talent deals. 
|Going out with Phil Bloom of the | 


MCA office in New York. 

Will be back in the east around | 
Marct: t to sail for Europe. Lou} 
Wolfson, who becomes co-head of the |! 
MCA London office, sailed last week | 


|from N. Y. 


Withers at L.A. Par 
Los Angeles, Feb. 9. 
Charles Withers will top vaude 


show at the Paramount theatre here | 


week of (18). 
Comie is being brought on from 
the east by Leo Morrison, who han- 








dled the booking. 


Chicago, Feb. 9. 

Chicago, once the stronghold of 
MCA, is now a wide-open territory, 
with Rockwell O’Keefe and Consoli- 
dated Radio Artists lopping. branch 
after branch from the strong MCA 
tree. For the past seven or eight 
years practically every important 
dance spot, nite club and hotel has 
been MCA-booked, but there is now 
a serious battle in progress for su- 
premacy of the town’s band and 
talent bookings in the nite spots 

Consolidated is the big competitor, 
with two bands in the Casino Pa- 
risien (Hotel Morrison), through the 
International Casino organization; 
it grabbed off the LaSalle hotel last 


| week and has spotted the King’s Jes- 


RITZ DOUBLED 


ters orchestra in the Blue Fountain 
Room there. Of latest importance, 
CRA has cracked into the swank 
Drake hotel, snapping it away from 
MCA and putting the Clyde Lucas 
orchestra into the topnotch Gold 
Coast Room. Also with the Lucas or- 
chestra RCA is placing Donald Novis 
as vocal headliner. 

Rockwell-O’Keefe has the Con- 
gress hotel’s Casino sewed up at 
present, taking that hotel away from 
MCA, and has the Gus Arnheim or- 
chestra (which R-O’K also took 
from Music Corp. of America) in the 
nitery. 

Don Bestor has switched from 
management of Music Corp. of 
America to Consolidated Radio 
Artists. Bestor was one of MCA’s 
first big three, along with Coon 
Sanders and Ted Weems, during 
firm’s early days in Chicago. 

Last week Jack Denny and 
Maurice Spitalny, also two old 
timers with MCA, made a similar 
switch. CRA has within last few 
weeks also taken over Maurie Sher- 
man and Ben Pollack bands, both 
formerly on MCA list. 

Bestor’s first engagement for CRA 
is at Netherlands-Plaza hotel, Cin- 
cinnati, opening Feb. 20, Marks first 
time a CRA band has gone into a 
Hitz hotel. 


AMBASSADOR, ST. LOUIS, 
OK’D FOR FULLER STAGE 


St. Louis, Feb. 9. 

Concession obtained by Harry C. 
Arthur, Jr., v. p. of Fanchon & 
Marco’s interests here, from John 
Nick, pres. of local IATSE in per- 
sonnel of crew at Ambassador, 
F&M’s downtown deluxer, resulted 
in abandonment of pit band shows 
for full apron last week. Compro- 
mise added one man more to crew 
and change considerably enhances 
stage presentations. as-narrow run- 
way in front of band limited activ- 
ities of entertainers. 

Paul Whiteman and group was first 
to enjoy full stage. Fashion show is 
skeded for next week to be followed 
by Olson & Johnson and Fred War- 
ing’s Pennsylvanians. 











Ben Piermont Booneing 





Ben Piermont, former vaude book- 


| er and last with Electrical Research 


Products, joined 20th Century-Fox 
this week. Went into the eastern 
talent scouting department under Joe 
Pincus. 

His brother, Sidney, is vaude book- 
ing manager of Loew’s. 





_ Windsor, Philly, Old Vaude 


Hotel, to Become Auto Lot 


Philadelphia, Feb. 9. 

Windsor hotel, known to thousands 
of vaudevillians as a temporary 
home while playing Philadelphia 
stands, passed Monday (8) into ob- 
livion. 

All its furniture and fixtures went 
at auction. Building will be torn 
down to provide an auto parking lot. 


Det. Debut for WPA Unit 
Detroit, Feb. 9. 
Local WPA theatre’s vaude unit, 
comprising 12 acts, will make its 
Detroit debut this week at Dexter 
Hall. Unit has been touring the 





state for past several months. 

Show will be tagged ‘Living Pup- 
pet Show,’ and there'll be a free 
gate, since affair is under auspices 
of Jules Rosenwalk Post, American 
Legion. 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Fred Waring and his Pennsylvan- 
jans are back here, a familiar old 
stand, this time offering a full hour's 
show. It’s the tops in stage enter- 
tainment of its kind and also’ should 
be for pictures, Waring having signed 
with Warner Bros. The band is in if 


the. story does right -by ‘em. Just 
let the Waring band, with its 
specialty people, give .out what 


it’s giving out here this week and 
the picture is off to a good start. Re- 
ported Waring is getting $150,000 on 
a one-picture deal with WB. 


Waring played this house in the 
good old Publix days and he played 
it about a year ago under the sure- 
shot Bob Weitman-Harry Kalcheim 
pit orchestra policy. Thus Waring 
is among the repeats since the 
unique b.o. policy was inaugurated 
here. 

A hit of the Waring unit is John- 
nie Davis, who, in addition to tak- 
ing part in much of the good-natured 
clowning which supplies the laughs 
and novelty, is before the mike on 
singing chores. His unique style 
sometimes remotely suggests a bit of 
Joe Penner. His first song inning, a 
special arrangement of ‘Sheik of 
Araby’ that hits home, is preceded 
by some talk with Waring that 
brings out a few laughs. Davis is 
riding highest with the special ar- 
rangement of ‘Sing like the Birdies 
Sing,’ in which he is assisted for 
comic and novelty relief by ‘Poley’ 
McClintic, the drummer. Farther 
down McClintic and another musi- 
Cian engage in a session that is 
toot-sweet on comedy results. The 
seal bit and other clowning hokum 
sells like hot cakes. 


The two Lane sisters, long with 
Waring, add the female touch, Pris- 
cilla getting the best of the labor 
breaks by doing a Suzy-Q ‘and a. vo- 
cal chorus. It’s a cute little- dance, 
done to ‘Honeysuckle Rose,’ which is 
played as Don Redman would do it. 
The other half of the Lane twain, 
Rosemary, grew up to be a singer 
and with Waring is working pretty 
hard at it. She is on first with 
‘Something In the Air,” ballad in 
which her sweet, well-dictioned 
voice shows off to nice advantage. 
Later on she does ‘Kid In the Three- 
Cornered Pants,’ another of the nov- 
elty type funes which Waring has 
always liked. A lad in diapers gives 
it a chuckle finish. 

Two numbers from a recent Uni- 
versity of P. show are done by War- 
ing’s band, one of which, ‘An Apple 
A Day,’ includes a vocal chorus by 
Davis, a chorus of Priscilla Lang and 
some — by the male trio from 
the band. lt’s a pretty good num- 
ber. ‘The Night Is Young’ is picked 
for the glee clubbing and this stops 
the show. That glee club singing 
has always been a stout feature of 
the Waring band. 


‘Dancing Tambourine’ an old War- 
ing fave for a black stage, the punch 
of which is heightened by very 
clever effects, closes the show. It 
draws an immense salvo and de- 
serves it. Charles Newman and 
Larry Best, both under New Acts. 

With Waring is ‘Champagne Waltz’ 
(Par) starring Gladys Swarthout. 
Don Baker’s organ recital, Par News 
and a Popeye cartoon fill out. 

Amplifying the flesh features of its 
policy, the Par has installed a con- 
cert pianist. Teri Josefovits, to 
play for customers in the music room 
of evenings, while downstairs in the 
auditorium a singing plant has been 
added to the w, The plant, 
spotted in the audience, appears in 
connection with the community-sing 
organ recitals of Don Baker’s.. He is 
Wilson Lang, who sings in church.on 
Sunday. 

For some weeks the Par lobby 
crowds have been entertained by 
Frankie Judnick, accordionist. Jud- 
nick will work afternoons only now 

that Josefovits, has been brought 
in for the grand piano at night. 
Latter has a nice style and was for- 
merly featured in the Rainbow Room. 

_SBusmmess very good Thursday 
night. Char. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 


General Motors strike and the 
floods once again lead in providing 
the nerve and heart throbs of the 
week's collection of newsclips. 
Against these two events every- 
thing else seems to be shadowed 
into relative insignificance. What 
might rate as an exception is the ex- 
clusive interview which Pathe ob- 
tained of Trotsky in his Mexican re- 
treat. In a read piece the former 
Soviet leader assails the recent po- 
litical trials in Russia as the natural 
outcome of vicious bureaucracy, 
which he makes synonymous with 
Stalinism. 


Paramount hits a high level of ar- 
resting action with its motor strike 
contributions. Prefacing the pic- 
torial report is an explanatory title 
stating that what follows is an im- 
partial review. Captured by the 
camera is the rioting and window 

i which follawed when po- 
lice sought to oust the sit-downers 
from the Chevrolet plant in Flint. 
Also shown is the National Guard in 
action, tearmg down booths which 
the pickets had set up as shelter 
from the imelement weather and 
mounting machine guns. Some of 
the boy soldiers helped the eamera 
men by .assuming grim, business- 
like attitudes. Appended to the ac- 


tion clips are snapshots of some of 
the leading personalities in this in- 
dustrial tug-of-war, such as John L. 
Lewis, William Knudsen, G. M. gen. 
mgr.; Homer Martin, auto union 
chief; Governor Murphy of Michi- 
gan, and Secretary of Labor Fran- 
ees Perkins. 

Pathe and Universal cooperate in 
picturing the havoe caused by the 
flood and the relief agencies at work. 
It’s touching stuff all the way 
through, adroitly heightened by the 
house editor's plying of the shears. 
Celluloid treatment includes plane 
panoramas of stricken areas, the 
struggle to stem the onrushing 
waters by building dikes, the vacci- 
nating of the refugees against 
typhoid, their feeding and housing, 
and the drive to clean up as the 
waters recede. There is also a close- 
up of President Roosevelt. in which 
he expresses his gratification of the 
finaneial aid aecorded the flood vic- 
tims by the country at large and 
urges that this help be continued. 

Current week’s melange goes in 
heavily for winter sports. Para- 
mount, Universal and Fox combine 
to glorify skiing, with the first two 
showing the snow acrobats in action 
at Anaconda, Mont., and Mt. Hood, 
while the Fox footage stems from a 
chapter of ‘The Adventures of a 
Camera Man,” with snowy spills and 
thrills taken in various parts of the 
globe, accompanied by some verbal 
parrative about the sport's history. 
Paramount accounts for a Musso- 
lini clip, which, when caught, pro- 
duced a mixture of hisses, applause 
and laughter. The dictator is shown 
indulging himself in outdoor play. 
One shot has him tottering around 
on skis, but the actual fall is not 
included. There’s also Lew Lehr 
(Fox) for laughs. In this instance 
he comments on a Florida beauty 
parade. Odec. 


CAPITOL WASH. 


Washington, Feb. 6. 

Another straight vaude bill in this 
week, with no attempt to dress it up 
until last half hewr, which is taken 
over ,by Ray Neble. Red drops, 
chandelier and trick lighting, how- 
ever, give band act semblance of 
spectacle that makes up two rather 
stark opening acts. 


Rector and Doreen start proceed- 
ings with standard trapeze stunts. 
House didn’t warm up to gyrations 
of gal hanging from bais held by 
strong-toother with head strap, but 
finish, with girl spinning on end of 
floor lamp held in the up-side-down 
man’s jaws scored. Lowe, Hite and 
Stanley got giggle on entrance, but 
all of business, except final military 
tap, hangs strictly on difference im 
size and tended to drag. 


Noble didn’t get entrance hand ac- 
corded him on his debut here year 
ago, but act’s polish had house on 
the Britisher’s side from start to fin- 
ish. Entire band and vocalists are 
on stage constantly and work into 
nearly each number, making for 
variety without overdoing any one 
element. Howard Barry’s bariton- 
ing of ‘Hills of Old Wyoming,’ Lynn 
Martin’s cooing of ‘It’s Love I’m 
After.” and Lynn plus Merry Macs 
warbling of ‘Ginger Jim,’ melodrama 
burlesque, gave principals nice 
chance for demonstrating their in- 
dividual talents. Noble confines his 
participation, other than waving the 
stick, to ultra-British lines in ‘Shum- 
ming on Park Avenue’ and piano 
medley of own compositions. Gloria 
Franklin is on for two brief tap 
routines lending variety. Whole act 
gives impression of ease and re- 
straint. Craig. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Feb. 5. 

Friday afternoon the Hipp was 
housing but scant gathering, and the 
four-act bill draped around ‘Great 
Guy’ (GN) certainly didn’t cut any 
capers in entertaining the small 
turnout. Mob didn’t seem to get in- 
terested until Prof. Lamberti’s broad 
comedy trotted out in the trey trick. 
Half the show was over then. 


Keene Twins and Vic and LaMarr 
are two girls, two boys who oven 
with a melange of tap-stepping, 
tumbling and acro-hoofing. O.k. on 
appearance, and their stunts of same 
rating. They about got the show off 
to a start. 

Ramona (New Acts) sort of disap- 
pointed in the deuce. 


Lamberti is always a winner in 
Balto, and he milks ’em thoroughly 
with his hoke and fancy xylophon- 
ing. He should not use a mike: 
when caught, his playing at times 
was so amplified it became annoy- 
ing. This act trouped for years 
without needing a mike, why the 
innovation now? 


‘Songwriters on Parade’ is the 
closer. Has been altered a bit since 
act’s last outing in vaude, in that Al 
Lewis isn’t along, being replaced by 
Walter Samuels. Since latter 
caresses a keyboard, that makes 
four pianos in a row, with Charley 
Tobias, as usual, out in front m.c’ing. 
New arrangement an improvement, 


giving layout more balance. Other 
three are 1 Sherman, Murray 
Mencher and Gerald Marks. They 


thumped over well with mob, doing 
same old routine. However, these 
lads on each visit trot out some new 
compositions written since last 








around, and that always freshens act 
up, Bert. 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Current Radio City Music Hall 
stage show ranges from Tschaikow- 
sky’s B Flat Minor Concerto (first 
movernent), ‘played for the first time 
by 12 pianists,’ to Florence Rogge’s 
version of her ballet doing Carnegie 
Hall bumps. The choreography is 
more refined than Minsky, but Hilda 
Eckler, capably leading the corps de 
ballet, nonetheless gives out in the 
bump motif to the sensuous interpre- 
tation of ‘Midnight Blue.’ 

In between, the Rockettes’ ‘Happy 
Feet’ is a brisk Gene Snyder routine, 
and the glee club, with Jan Peerce 
as soloist, is captioned in a ‘Caval- 
cade of Irving Berlin’s Famous 
Songs.’ That's a misbilling, of 
course, as it would run too long. On 
the other hand, ‘Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band,’ ‘All Alone’ and ‘This Year’s 
Kisses (out of ‘On the Avenue’) con- 
stitute a cavalcade. Still, it’s an ap- 
propriate touch in view of the Ber- 
lin-20th Fox picture on the screen. 
Buster Shaver with Olive and 
George are sandwiched in with their 
now standard routine. They’re un- 
questionably the best midget act ex- 
tant, doing moderne song and dance, 
in miniature. 

Henrietta Schumann and Julia 
Glass are featured at the helm of 
the dozen femme pianists in the 
Tschaikowsky number, rising from 
the trough, with the Erno Rapee 
symphonists already discovered on 
stage, for a change. Dorothy Pearcy, 
Alberta Masiello, Diane Bernhard, 
Vivian Rivkin, Mildred Victor, Jane 
Courtland, Clara Dayton, Louise 
Sorensen, Mary Allison and Lillian 
Estrin round out the dozen Stein- 
wayistes, all looking nice in sum- 
mery rose frocks contrasted to the 
Misses Schumann and Glass, the fea- 
tured duo, clad in baby blue. 

Dick Leibert at the console and the 
Feb. issue of March of Time com- 
plete the show; no regular newsreel. 
Leon Leonidoff produced the current 


presentation, “Variations’; decor by 
Bruno Maine. Biz good opening 
might. Abel. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 
House resumed its timeworn stage 
shew pelicy for current week, bring- 
ing back Rube Wolf as maestro and 
m.c. after a several months’ layoff, 
and introducing several new acts and 
a couple that have been seen here- 
abouts frequently im the past. 
Jean Lorraine, comedienne, cops 
top honors, particularly with her ec- 
centric dancing. while a tame coyote, 
used by Bee-Ho Gray as a soloist, 
pretty nearly steals the applause. 
Four Albee Sisters, first time on 
the Coast, present a smart comedy, 
singing and musical act, while the 
Fanchonettes, in an array of striking 
costumes especially designed for 
their second anniversary appearance, 
present three outstanding dance rou- 
tines. 
Band is on stage at opening to re- 
introduce Wolf, with the house scenic 
staff having done itself proud in pre- 
paring a pretentious setting for the 
oceasion. After putting the band 
through a unique version of ‘An Old 
Cow Hand,” Wolf does a trumpet solo 
that calls for expert lip manipulation. 
Fanchonettes are then brought on 
for their imitial routine, a precision 
number, at which they excel. i 
Lorraine makes a brief appearance 
for a few gags with Woff, after which 
the Albee quartet displays its versa- 
tility. Girls are all expert musicians, 
harmonize well and click for excel- 
lent returns. 
Another full-stage number has the 
Fanchonettes perched atop a huge 
platform back stage behind a grille, 
ala Venetian, with an unprogrammed 
femme youngster warbling while 
girls cavort to stage proper. 

Bee-Ho Gray. oldtime vaude rop- 
ing and knife throwing act. is now 
using a stooge to geod effect and 
winds up with his singing coyote 
while he picks the banjo. 

Miss Lorraine. back for an eccen- 
trie dance, uses Wol? and Sol Haines 
as partners for plenty of laffs. Finale 
has the Fanchonettes reveating their 
cleverly executed roller skating 
routine in front of a Dutch platter 
effect. Helen Rose draws credit for 
the costuming and Carlos Romero for 
the dance routines. 

Screen feature is Par’s ‘Champagne 
Waltz,’ with Par News and Col’s short 
of the Three Stooges for fillers. 
Opening mat crowd slightly above 
ncermal. Edwa. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Feb. 5. 

Five-act bill at Earle this week is 
an unusual setup. Includes Harry 
Reser and his Cliquot Club Eskimos 
on stage, but they’re present only 
briefly, resi of show being played by 
house band in pit. Other acts include 
Duncan Sisters, Paul Gerrits, Dona- 
tella Bros. and Carmen, and Honey 
Family. 

Headlined, Duncan Sisters repeat 
material used here before both in 
‘New Faces’ and last date at same 
house some months ago. This time, 
however, they use Topsy and Eva 
characterizations throughout. Open 
with patter, then offer ‘Pennies from 
Heaven, ‘Paginini’s Dream’ and by- 
now familiar ‘Duncan Doughnuts.’ 
Okay reception. 

Reser’s outfit, numbering 12 not in- 
cluding maestro, has entirely aban- 
doned banjo emphasis that marked 
its radio work of several seasons ago. 
Only strings now are Harry’s solo 





banjo turn (and even that gets 








kidded by boys) and bass fiddle. Go 
in chiefly for swing stuff, which is 
only so-so and fast getting too 
dated. Band is fine for accompani- 
ments, however, giving effective 
build-up to its femme soloist, Lynn 
Gordon, who’s pleasing enough but 
needs more tone color and stronger 
stage personality. Her choice of 
numbers is good 

Band’s best number is last, lively 
and smart arrangement of ‘Organ 
Grinder Swing.’ It’s showmanly and 
interesting throughout and it makes 
strong finish. But act should bow 
out before number has lost effect. By 
holding curtain too long after tune is 
finished it brings static ending, 
whereas faster curtain would get ’em 
while excitement is still high from 
that nifty playing. 

Paul Gerrits’ turn is slightly too 
fast for local matinee audiences. His 
suave manner of kidding his own ef- 
forts goes over pates of hausfraus 
who drop into Earle between shop- 
ping sessions. But he’s good for 
plenty respo+se from sharper evening 
customers. Act includes offhand 
style of patter, some neat trick roller 
skating and brief bit of not-too-diffi- 
cult juggling. All in comedy vein. 
Donatella Bros. and Carmen start- 
ing out with two lads squeezing ac- 
cordions while cute looking gal offers 
acceptable contortions, presently de- 
velops as varied musical session. Gal 
takes to tap dancing and then plunks 
uke, while ma and pa (‘just in town 
on a visit’) work on squealy shep- 
herd’s horn and tambourine, respec- 
tively. 

Honey Family, show opener, 
mixed gymnastic sextet. 

Film is ‘Bulldog Drummond Es- 
capes’ (Par). Business fair. Hobe, 


CENTURY, BALTO. 


Baltimore, Feb. 6. 

The Loew ‘luxer gets flesh on its 
boards again after a hiatus of six 
months. It’s pleasant to see the 
Century stage peopled again, but a 
better exhibit might have been 
found to usher back vaude. 

House will hereafter use occasional 
stage attractions to bolster the 
weaker celluldiders, which in this 
situation likely means less than half 
of the time. There’s a show set for 
next stanza; nee beyond. 

Unfortunately, aside from fact cur- 
rent show could sport more lustre, 
biz could be much better. Four-act 
bill costs $8,350, or thereabouts. 
House will have to nudge around 
$12,000 to swallow the nuf and, 
judging first three days’ pace, site is 
certain to roll into the carmine on 
the week. And that speaks bitterly 
for the: future of live shows in the 
Century. If the return of vaude to 
house after its only long straight- 
film stretch simce erection could 
have belted out a big b.o., prospects 
for more frequent flesh in house 
would be brighter. 

The flicker is ‘Under Cover of 
Night’ (MG). ‘Toplining all is Lupe 
Velez-Johmny Weissmuller personal, 
and pair are not pulling in a man- 
ner that might be termed unresist- 
ing. Probably most of the draught 
is being supplied by the campaign 
house put on to welcome live talent 
back into house. 

The show starts off elegantly and 
soars through first two acts. Arthur 
La Fleur opens with seven-minute 
perch chore, commencing with some 
strong-arm control work on _ the 
hand rings, ducking into wings while 
a femme curls herself through some 
o.k. contortion dancing, and return- 
ing after a garb change into a 
sequin-glittering suit to cap act with 
his jaw-hang revolutions. Really 
wowed ’em. 

Marty May invested 14 mins. in 
the deuce and had ’em beseeching 
for more at end. First time vet 
grey-locked comic ever worked as 
single here and, incidentally, he 
never showed to such advantage as 
currently. After introductory chat- 
ter, does three pulverizing parodies 
on standard types of the throaty 
tenor, the burping baritone and the 
prissy prima donna. His hoke fid- 
dling at windup could be funnied up 
some more for complete sockeroo. 

Velez-Weissmuller (New Acts) 
next-to-shut.” 

Closing, Clyde McCoy’s band (10). 
A vet outfit dating back some years, 
but has never played hereabouts. In 
the final estimate, would seem best 
spotting for aggregation would be 
nitery, where it has the goods to 
groove in well; as stage act doesn’t 
par the far finer ones around. 

McCoy is an excellent trumpeter 
and his band fits around him snugly. 
Joan Cavell warbles ‘I'm a Ladv’ 
and ‘Gee, You’re Swell’ o.k. enuff, 
but she should give out some s.a. 
slants when working with a swing 
band and not front self so demurely. 
Wayne Gregg is really a swing singer 
who looks like he can improve 
plenty, according to indications of 
way he did ‘Old Cowhand’: he hurt 
himself, however, by trying to 
deepen his tone to baritone pitch 
and essay ‘Dreamboat Comes Home’ 
with as corny a collection of super 
dramatic gestures as seen here in 
many a show. 

Band did 22 mins. first house 
opening day; seven shows later it 
had its routine whittled down to 17 
mins. Incidentally, selections used 
are pretty old. Even ‘Music Goes 
"Round’ is exhumed. 

Harvey Hammond is back at the 
console with his organlog sing. He 
has long been most popular of his 
type to show in Balto. 

George Wild’s windjammers cele- 
brated their return to the pit by 
putting on a plain and fancy over- 


is 








ture that pleased, Bert. 
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LOEW’S STATE, N. Y. 


Broadway's lone vaudfilmer went 
to Thursday openings with this 
show, following the same policy se} 
in the last couple of weeks at Loew's 
other theatres in the Metropolitan 
area, Along with the new Opening 
day, house was slipped the highly 
potent ‘After the Thin Man’ (MG) 
so the vaude end was trimmed con. 
siderably, both in quantity and 
quality. 

Biz was okay Thursday night 
which makes it apparent again that 
even in a second-run theatre, “he 
picture is still the main draw. There 
is nothing on the four-act bill to 
magnetize the wicket, and very |it- 
tle to hold them once they’re inside, 
Fortunately the stage end is short 
going on and off in 40 minutes, ; 

Show’s top click is the opening 
Capt. Willie Mauss. He’s a vet 
at thrilling audiences 1n the initial 
cog, his complete revolutions on a 
bicycle within a giant wheel holding 
the payees on edge throughout his 
short turn. No. two standout at this 
catching was Bee Kalmus, cute and 
hot singer with Leon Navara’s band 
in the finale frame. She socks an 
arrangement in the Ethel Merman 
manner, though that’s no intimation 
that she’s aping the better known 
singer’s style. Miss Kalmus has 
plenty on her own (New Acts). 

Navara, who started as a pianist- 
m.c. in picture houses and then 
drifted into vaude as an ivory-tick- 
ling single, hasn’t got much of a 
band in the 13 pieces behind him 
here. Crew is too brassy and only 
Navara’s piano-playing interludes 
provide any real entertainment. Miss 
Kalmus socks with two songs and 
an unbilled acro-dancing boy also 
scores. These specialties are about 
all the act holds in its present set- 
up. Navara, considering his appear- 
ance, stage presence and pianolog- 
ing, could do justice to a better 
musical background. 

Deuce and next-to-closing acts are 
both comedy-types, former being the 
panto Dick, Don and Dinah trio, 
with George Beatty following in the 
regulation laugh slot. Beatty is here 
with a load of good new material, 
even changing the lyrics for his 
drunken sailor bit, but this audience 
didn’t take to him until his closing 
character portrayal. Then they 
wouldn’t let him go. Beatty went 
into the show as a last-minute re- 
placement for Bert Walton, who took 
sick at the rehearsal Thursday 
morning. 

Dick, Don and Dinah act also 
starts slow, but winds up fine. Two 
boys and a girl are knockabout acro- 
bats with some swell tricks, their 
finale in Rube Goldberg formations 
being an especially strong applause- 
puller. They’re young, nice-looking 
kids and should find a profitable 
niche on the nitery circuit. Scho. 


COLONIAL, DETROIT 


Detroit, Feb. 5. 


Coupla nifty acts set off current 
show at this ‘B’ spot, but use of same 
stage settings week after week is be- 
coming irksome. Doesn't give turns 
their rightful breaks. Lack of spot- 
lights, used only spasmodically be- 
cause lone operator in booth has 
other duties, likewise doesn’t help 
matter any. 

Despite all the drawbacks, how- 
ever, show when caught early Friday 
evening (5) came off oke and ran 
about 50 minutes. On bill are Elaine 
and James, male and female lariat ar- 
tists; Jack Mack, tapper; Nick Verga 
and Marie Lee, comedians, and Don 
Philippe and Co., wire walker, plus 
Ralph (Froggy) Marvel, trombonist 
with Boyd Senter’s band, which pro- 
vides background for acts. Senter, 
who handles m. c. duties, could inject 
a little more ginger. 

Topper of the show is Jack Mack, 
a localite who -has had some nitery 
experience. House went wild over 
his hoofing and gave him coupla 
calls. Tapping isn’t extraordinary, 
but he has personal appearance plus. 
In well-kept tails and top hat, Mack 
sells stuff to the hilt, but should be 
spotted near close instead of deuce 
as on this show. . 

Other worthy turn is furnished by 
Nick Verga, who, with Marie Lee, 
pulls a round of clean nonsense. 
Pair’s warbling isn’t the best, but 
chatter, etc.. sets well. They're off 
te rice applause, but Verga’s forced 
patter with Senter, while stage is be- 
ing readied for next act, detracts 
from the regular turn. oF 

Tight wire setto by Don Philippe 
needs plenty of polish. He’s come a 
long way, but stuff is tinged with 
amateurism. 'Too much, in fact, for 
audience to hold its breath while 
he’s executing tricks. Rumba dance 
on wire has possibilities, and costume 
is nifty. Opening act, Elaine and 
James, has benefit of nice appearance 
and could be made into something 
surefire if male-femme duo stuck to 
the lariats. James also plays several 
musical instruments, couvle at a 
time. Oughta learn to play one be- 
fore doubling up. Femme contributes 
a nice dance number, with life-size 
drawing of Popeye painted on under 
part of skirt, 

For a five-piecer, Senter’s band 
does an admirable job with musical 
portion of show. Practically every- 
one of the band members can do a 
specialty number well. 

Nearly full house at early show 
caught Friday evening (5). On 
sereen: ‘Virginian’ (Par) (revival) 
plus ‘Boys Will Be Boys’ a 
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PALACE, CHI. 


Chicago, Feb. 6. 

From $1,750 to $5,500 marks the 
change of billing to ‘personal ap- 
pearance’ for the Ritz Bros. And the 
switch in coin and billing enables the 
trio to speak of Hollywood and pic- 
tures in familiar fashion, to talk of 
doing routines and bits ‘by special 
request’ and particularly to get away 
with stuff that would have spelled 
disaster previously. 

Arriving in town with a cocktail 
party for the press after clicking in 
two flickers, the Ritz boys are doing 
the businéss at the Palace this week. 
despite the presence of ‘Plough and 
the Stars’ (RKO) on the screen. If 
anything, the picture is hindering 
the b.o., since it isn’t the type of 
stuff that. the knockabout mob likes, 
and they certainly liked the Ritzes. 
They are about the biggest sock this 
house has had in many, many months, 
according to the audience reaction at 
the last show Friday. 

They did 20 minutes and were a 
genuine riot. They had to speech, 
and then beg off. The speech-beg- 
ging itself took at least five minutes 
And they applauded into the picture, 
trving to bring the boys back. 

‘And yet, éespite this tremendous 
click, there are items in their rou- 
tine which are uncalled for, and in- 
excusable in an act of the standing 
of the Ritz Bros. today. One of these 
is the Hitler bit, and the uncalled- 
for obscenity in the blow-off. An- 
other piece of bad judgment is the 
announcement of the Harry Richman 
burlesque. In the picture ‘Sing, Baby, 
Sing’ (20th), it was called ‘Harry 
Richman goes crazy’; and on the 
stage it is labeled ‘Harry Richman 
as a half-wit’. The difference be- 
tween ‘crazy’ and ‘half-wit’ is con- 
siderable in its implications. 

Rest of the bill is competent with 
three standard acts; all w.k. here 
and repeating so often around town 
they must be playing the Palace- 
Chicago-Oriental-State Lake circuit. 
Harris, Claire and Shannon are in 
with the Bebe Barri dancing line, 
which makes three appearances. The 
dance trio, in for two spots, does a 
bang-up job of their two routines. 
They always can be counted on for 
the best in appearance and ward- 
robe, plus genuine dancing. 

Charles Carrer turns in his usual 
efficient juggling act. Works fast and 
with good novelty. Especially big is 
a nifty encore bit, in which he tosses 
first eight lemons, then eight cubes 
of ice and then eight cherries into a 
line of eight cocktail glasses. Good 
stuff. 

Ventriloquist acts are back in 
strong favor. Vox and Walters have 
been long familiar around here. New 
setup of the act works out well. 
though the dialog and bits are still 
the same. Miss Walters is surefire 
with her crying baby stunt. 

Business great. Gold. 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 


Boston, Feb. 4. 

It has been four years since Leon 
Errol played vaude in this town. 
Bandy-legged Errol was greeted 
warmly here at his first entrance and 
applauded more hotly at each re-ap- 
pearance in what has been called in 
other towns ‘Hollywood Models of 
1937.’ 

Charlie Koerner hooked in Louise 
Beavers from pix and Cookie Bow- 
ers to add to a troupe of talented 


people. 

But to get back tc Errol, who has 
two sure-fire scenes—one a dancing 
school sequence, the other a film di- 
rector bit. In the former he leads 
the chorus dressed as dance school 
pupils through a dizzy drunk routine 
that climaxes in skids and pratt falls. 
One of the smartest, most novel 
chorus jobs unveiled here in many 
seasons. In directing a silent film in 
which the unit people perform, Er- 
rol stands off-side and gives advice 
to the players in the Pete Smith 
manner. Pay-off comes when Errol, 
exasperated at the acting in a love 
scene, steps offstage and into the 
film, wearing the same rig he uses on 
stage. The illusion is socko comedy. 

Tricky opening gives the effect of 
a transport plane landinz onstage to 
unload the principals and models of 
the show. Johnny Kraft, as a re- 
porter, interviews tanked-up Errol, 
who breathes heavily into the face 
of the newsman, who ultimately be- 
comes crocked himself from the stiff 
alcoholic breeze. 

There’s some handsome hoofing on 
the bill. too, and nods go to Sunnie 
O’Dea for an extended solo display 
of smooth, clean-cut taps. and to 
Jimmy Hadreas, who wins himself a 
rich reception for his combination of 
taps, buck, wings, jigs. vodka and 
acro hoofage as a finale to a swell 
solo turn. 

Miss Beavers, apparently breaking 
in some new numbers, opens with a 
blah-blurb about Boston being her 
favorite town. Then launches into 
a serious bit frem ‘Rainbow on the 
River. This was well enough re- 
ceived to justify a few songs that 
follow. including lead song of the 
film, ‘Old Folks at Home,’ ‘Some Day. 
Sweetheart,’ and a cute little num- 
ber (best of all) called ‘Half of Me 
Says.’ 
and personality, Miss Beavers’ hesi- 


Possessed of pleasing talents | 


Frances Peper contributes a short, 
but pleasing, piece of soprano work 
bordering on the coloratura. Gresham 
and Blake donate a hokum tango that 
borders on the humorous. 

Local angle is Lou Ashe, serving 
capably as m.c., straight man, juve 
and tenor. Two seasons ago Ashe 
was song-plugging in local niteries. 
He has progressed considerably since 
then. Lou Gaut (partner of Johnny 
Kraft) ordinarily gets an eccentric 
dance spot in this unit, but this week 
he just gallops through the opening 
scene in running pants. 

On_ screen, ‘Join the Marines’ 
(Rep). Fox. 


ST. LOUIS, ST. L. 


St. Louis, Feb. 4. 
It appears that Johnny Perkins 
was the hypo Fanchon 
needed to put this house definitely 
on the right pages of ledger, for biz 
has been on upbeat since the rotund 
Perkins assumed mac. 
Grand blvd. house three weeks ago. 
That Perkins is putting 





that kept timid natives close to the 
hearth. Perkins copped top honors, 
although he tried hard to convince 
mob out front that Ken and Roy 
Paige, two robust slap stick young- 
sters, were the more deserving. 

Fast show opens with Roxyettes, 
totin’ huge vyari-colored flags, toot- 
ers and Perkins marching down cen- 
ter aisle and onto apron, where gals 
do an eye-filling routine with band. 
Perkins tells a couple of new stories, 
gags a bit with Madeline Killeen, a 
blond looker who does some nice 
warbling. 

Then Perkins calls the Paige boys 
out and they click with their rough 
house stuff. Bob Eaton and Co., the 
latter being Yvonne Odette, Vander- 
bilt U. midget, are in next slot, with 
gal dressed as baby in a perambula- 
tor and wise cracking with a woman 
stooge who stops to admire kid. 
After Eaton does a phone skit, 
Yvonne returns for a s. and d. rou- 
tine with Eaton. 

Following a fast production num- 
ber by Roxyettes, Ray Conlin, ven- 
triloquist, delivers a sock turn. For 
an encore Conlin brings Perkins 
back as the dummy and it is a strong 
piece of business. 

In next-to-closing slot is Roy 
Smeck, who scores with arrange- 
ment of ‘Tiger Rag’ on banjo; ‘Moon 
Over Miami’ and ‘Bugle Call Rag’ 
on electric guitar. Line, in a iingle- 
bell routine, bring show to end. 

‘College Holiday’ (Par) (2nd run) 
on screen. Biz very good. Sahu. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Feb. 5. 
Looks like an off-week for the 


male singer and the ork (12). They 
move through their paces with a 
decided limp, using showmanship as 
a crutch to keep the whole thing 
from doing a nose-dive into the pit. 
It leans just about that far. 

Ted Cook, going into his seventh 
week here, marshals the affair with 
all the color of a guy reading a 
dictionary preface. Fortunately, the 
visiting acts are all oke. Film is 
‘Smart Blonde’ (WB), 

Show is opened by the line clut- 
tering the aisles brandishing copies 
of the Police Gazette. Cook pipes 
the ‘Girl on the Police Gazette’ 
while the line tries to put over a 
silly routine. with the paper. 

The pint-sized Mickey King makes 
short work of her aerialist turn. 
Scrambles up the rope, does fifty 
arm-overs, and that’s that. Stunt has 
been done on this stage a number of 
times and never gets across. 

Recruited from a local radio sta- 
tion, Ward Kieth fills the spot nor- 
mally assigned to the tyro contest 
winner. Does a_ take-off on Bob 
Burns and presents several of his 
ether characters. He’s on again 
later in a dramatization of Dan Mc- 
Grew with Ted Cook, Ernie Rayburn 
and the line. They should hang 
this opus in the prop room with a 
sign, ‘use in case of fire.’ It can be 
recommended to empty any house 
with dispatch. 

Jess Libonati and his son and 
daughter flay three xylophones with 
splendid results. The offspring are 
speedy tapsters with some tricks of 
their own. 

Harris and Howell have added a 
partner and are billed as the Har- 
lemaniacs. The colored group are 
good entertainers, but some of their 
gags are pretty hotsy for this joint. 
There is some nice uke and fiddle 
work and one of them does some 
| sprightly hoe-down tap work. 
| The finale has one of the gals 
| from the line fronting with a hick 
| specialty. Lester Harding handles 








} 


| happy’ is beginning to pall. Hoyt. 


Eddie Paul May Go Par 





& Marco | 
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Unit Review 
Winter Garden Follies 


(ORPHEUM, LINCOLN) 
Lincoln, Feb. 5. 

After laying off a wek due to flesh 
shortage in these parts, Orph is back 
these three days with Ed Gardiner’s 
second show of the season for the 
Cushman time, ‘Winter Garden Fol- 
lies.” Good title and adhered to in 
costume theme by the girls for one 
number, after that it’s dropped and 
the audience gets about 52 minutes 
of fair trade. 

Talk material is the bad spot, and 
there’s quite a litle of it. That which 
is fairly new is hampered by being 
blue, and the older stuff 
down memory lane. For instance, 
the big comedy act is Moore 














duties at|for about six seasons, 


house line (12), Ted Cook, m. c., a} 


his cowboy tune okay, but Cook’s | 
| weekly plea of ‘let’s make Lester | 


Shy, the bulk of their stuff having 
| been seen with Olsen and Johnson 

when they 
| were stooging for the Swedes. They 


stage | still do a good family act, but very 
shows over was attested by opening | often one of those oldies sneak in| 
night currently when first floor was| which makes the audience fold arms | 
almost filled despite fierce weather | 


tight. 
A few changes and they’d be a sub- 
stential sock. 

Show carries a line of six girls, do- 
ing two chorus routines and then 
breaking into a trio of dance acts. 
First number is nice, all the girls in 
fur where it won’t hamper the view. 
Second time they go sunny clime and 
do a hula, best thing about it being 
the togs. In order*of appearance, 
the acts are Gilley and Jean, balanc- 
ing act with the gal understanding; 
Gale Sisters, 
(457 pounds) and Shy (49 pounds), 
comedy; Huck Round and his orches- 
tra featuring Dixie Bennett; Bernie 
Nolan, m.c. and comedian; the Three 
Eatons, hoofers; and -White Bros., 
comedy. 

Nolan’s material is eligible for 
penciling, almost in the burley vein. 
He talks a good entrance for the 
acts, but other than that will make 
managers squirm in their seats the 
first show. Dixie Bennett adds little 
in maestroing the band. Show would 
probably go better if Moore and Shy 
traded places with the Whites, who 
close, but they’re needed earlier to 
liven things along the way. Barn. 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Mike Schultz, N. Y. showshop 
manager who is listed as a new- 
comer up here, all on the O. K. side. 

Murray Freedman is another man- 
ager who is a new arrival. 

Ben Schaffer again voted the best 
dressed man in the Actors’ Colony. 

Your correspondent just got an 
O. K. report from Dr. George Wil- 
son; told me that I could walk two 
blocks and not worry about it. 

Rose Karp left the ozoning burg 
for a little visit to N. Y. 

Robert W. Burke, songwriter, new 
to this routine of things, but holding 
up okay. Ditto Wm. Milne. 

John T. Donahue, traveling audi- 
tor (Loews), is a new arrival here. 

NVA patients and those in the 
Actors’ Colony here: 

NVA Sanatorium: Sylvia Abbott, 
Tommy Abbott, Marya Blake, 
Marion Cannon, Camile Carpentier, 
Fifi Climas, Ethel Clouds, John De- 


Giovinni, Alfred DeLoraine, Jack 
Edwards, Charles Foster, Melvin 
Fox, Doris Gascoigne, Harry Gordon, 
Marion Greene, Bill Janney, 
Dorothy Kruse, Bea Lee, John 
Louden, Peggy McCarthy, Ed 


McGushion, Mollie Mantel, Armand 
Monty, Dick Moore, Mima Morse, 
Margaret Newell, Cora O’Connell, 
Gladys Palmer, Joe Parker, Max 
Pfeffer, Salvadore Ragone, Ford 
Raymond, Fred Rith, Edward Ross, 
Michael Schultz, Ben Schaffer, Doris 
Schrage, Gary Sidgreaves, Brain 
Tracy, Pauline Tunicky, Murray 
Freedman, Joc McCarthy. 

Claude Lawson, 86 Lake Flower 
Ave.; Ray Ketchem, 10 South Hope 
St.; Russ Kelly, 19 Broadway; Jimmy 
Cannon, Northwoods San; Harry and 
Charlie Barrett, Upper Broadway; 
George Anderson, 19 Broadway; 
Mannie Lowy, Olive St.; Harry 
Sodar, 19 Broadway; Happy Benway, 
91 Broadway. 

Write to those you know in Sara- 
nac. 





Swingin’ Dogies Along 





Hollywood, Feb. 9. 


| lic’s musical western, Gene Autry’s 
| ‘Git Along Little Dogies,’ are ‘In the 
Valley Where the Sun Goes Down,’ 


| Reported Eddie Paul, former or-|cleffed by Sam H. Stept and Ned 


chestra 


|N. Y., and for last few months at | Cowboy,’ 


leader of the Paramount,| Washington; ‘If You Want to Be a 


by Fleming Allen, and 


the Roxy, may land at the Par studio ‘Honey Bringing Honey to You,’ by 


as part of the music 
| headed by Boris Morros. 


department | Smiley Burnette. 
Latter, be- | 


tant announcements do not frame| fore leaving last week to return to) bers and medlies. 


them tc best advantage. First-show 
trouble, later corrected. 

Cookie Bowers is still doing the 
mess of mimicry ranging from barn- 


ras noises to ‘Jewish mama _ in 


| Hollywood, declared no plans had | 


| been laid to bring Paul out. 
The orchestra leader, 
flew out to the studio on a mo- 


| Ben Oakland is scoring 


‘Honey- 


of Morris Stoloff, the studio’s musi- 


athing’—and he’s still clicking.) ment’s notice on call from the plant. | cal head. 





military tap; Moore} 


is away | 


NEW 


ACTS 





LUPE VELEZ and JOHNNY WEISS- 
MULLER 
Variety 
13 Mins.; One 
Century, Baltimore 
Pair are seemingly always in the 
news and probably there are some 
mobs around who would like to glim 
‘em on a stage together. There is 
no doubt they’re tugging some folks 
through the turnstiles this week. 
As entertainment, however, there’s 
pretty much to be desired. Teamed 
up, they don’t deliver as did Miss 
Velez when last around as a single. 
Probably that’s accountable to fact 
she spends half her onstage moments 


| trying to sell her husband to audi- 
and | 


ence. And whoever framed the act 
has Weissmuller essaying a doltish 


| type—hardly conducive to appeal. 


Even ‘Violets are pink’ is in. | 


What he does get from mob comes 
only at end, and that chiefly from 


| sympathy. 


They duet once, and Miss Velez 
does a very mild rhumba, plus n.s.g. 
impersonations of Hepburn and G. 
Swanson. Rest of time is consumed 
by Miss Velez trying to sell her hus- 
band, and he doing the big He Man 
embarrassment act till it wears thin. 
When caught, he explained the only 
entertainment he could offer was 
swim and play ‘Tarzan,’ and since 
there was no available pool to paddle 
in or tree to climb, he was at a loss. 

Marty May, who was in the niche 
ahead of this act on the bill, came 


out midway when Miss Velez was | 
carried the | 


clothes-changing and 
weight till her dance brought act to 
a conclusion. 

Miss Velez also got a bit too cloy- 
ing in constantly telling audience 
how happy she and husband were to 
entertain ’em; it grew. repetitious, 
and she climaxed at end ‘by saying 
she ‘prayed to Someone Up There’ 
to make mob as happy as mob had 
made her. 

Oh yes, Johnny did give vent to 
his ‘Tarzan’ howl, after May jestingly 
kidded him into it. Bert. 


RAMONA 

Singing 

-1l Mins.; Two 
Hippodrome, Baltimore 

Long under contract to the Paul 
Whiteman aggregation—and, _inci- 
dentally, now having contract- 
squabble with outfit—Ramona’s pip- 
ing pianology was always an im- 
portant item in the Whiteman en- 
tourage. Also, she once did a two- 
act with Jack Fulton. 

Out for first time on solo display, 
Ramona doesn’t impress nearly as 
much as formerly, She seemed to 
lack the band background when 
caught Friday (5) afternoon and 
certainly didn’t stack up as formid- 
able an entertainer as she used to. 
Audience attitude was chilly, and 
she didn’t thaw it any. 

Selection of songs, ‘Pennies from 
Heaven,’ ‘Tony’s Wife’ and ‘Under 
My Skin,’ not too adroitly chosen, 
considering her talents. She might 
have used at least one more subtle, 
sophisticated piece from her catalog 
of specials. Probable reason she 
didn’t do any straight piano-plinking 
was that ‘Songwriters on Parade’ are 
on same bill, and supply plenty of 
that. 

Ramona would seem more likely 
to find a class nitery a more snug 
berth for her work than soloing in 
vaude. She opens Sat. (13) at Savoy- 
Plaza, N. Y. 

As usual Ramona’s getup and de- 
portment is plenty distingue. She 
deuced on this bill. Bert. 


CHARLES NEWMAN 
Harmonica 

4 Mins. 

Paramount, N. Y. 

Charles Newman, exponent of the 
harmonica, is knocking at the doors 
which admitted Larry Adler, re- 
cently at the Versailles, and to make 
comparisons closer is also doing 
Ravel’s ‘Bolero.’ Adler did this at 
the Versailles and Borrah Minevitch’s 
gang is doing it at the Roxy. The 
difference between the two mouth- 
organ eaters is that Newman is more 
restrained in the selling, preferring 
not to be as flashy. 

No new addition to the Fred War- 
ing band, Newman is very worth- 
while, but his number might finish 
more effectively if the band wasn’t 
so forte down near the end. New- 
man would have to blow his brains 
out to keep up with the rising notes 
of the band as ‘Bolero’ builds to its 
dramatic climax. That’s easily cor- 
rected, however, 

Newman does just this one num- 
ber with Waring. Char. 


LARRY BEST 
Imitations 
8 Mins. 





Special songs written for Repub- | 


| poorest is 
Trio supplements four other num- | 


however, | moon’ at Columbia under direction | 


| 


Paramount , N. Y. 

A discovery of Major 
Larry Best, is now a discovery of 
Fred Waring’s and with the Waring 
band here is going to town on a 
show-stopping express. He does 
imitations of Roy Atwell, Charlie 
Butterworth, Ned Sparks, Joe Pen- 
ner and Ed. Wynn. 

While all are uniformly good, his 
Wynn, who has been 
rubbed to death by the 


thing on 


but the imitators still have him in 
the fireman’s chapeau. 

Best is a young fellow with a good 
deal of personality and a fair sense 
of showmanship, 


Char. 


Bowes’, | 


imitators. | 
Wynn hasn’t done the fire chief | 
the air for a long time, | 


YVETTE RUGEL 
Songs 
Bill’s Gay Nineties, N. Y.- 

Yvette Rugel was first New Act- 
reviewed in VARIETY Aug. 26, 1918, 
again on April 18, 1919, when she 
took a piano accompanist unto her- 
self, as was then the vogue with 
many ‘single’ women in vaudeville, 
and not again until July 25, 1928, in 
the fading glorious years of two-a- 
day vaudeville that was epitomized 
by the Palace as the pinnacle 
and ultimate of everything. That’s 
where she was caught—at the Pal- 
ace—this midsummer of ’28, when 
in the full flush of her maturer 
aspirations Yvette Rugel was back 
in America after having sung in 
Paris and Italian opera abroad. 

Now, almost a decade later, the 
same thing goes, as it did at the 
Palace in 1928—her voice is socko, 
her delivery sure, her showmanship 
effective. 

That Yvette Rugel has had to come 
out of retirement and find a new 
type vaudeville—in nite clubs—to 
display her wares, is only a sup- 
plementary commentary on the con- 
temporaneous vaudeville scene. 
That’s where vaudeville’s gone— 
niteries, radio and into filmusicals. 
Strip it of its microphones and its 
celluloid, underneath it all it’s 
vaudeville dressed up to fit a new 
standard, face a new technique and, 
if anything, reach a wider field. 
That’s truest, of course, on the film 
}and radio end. Playing in a 200- 
capacity nitery is still just another 
version of doing a show at the Ked- 
zie, Chicago, but to fewer customers. 

And Yvette Rugel, in the hectic 
confines of a nitery, meets the situ- 
ation handily, for she still knows 
how to sell the numbers and still 
arrests them with a full and gifted 
voice. That she does it with tried- 
and-true songs, familiar excerpts 
from operettas, is the more to her 
credit, as there is no novelty lyric 
appeal to hold ’em. She arrests and 
cements interest solely on vocal de- 
livery. 

And why she’s not in the mike 
field, for radio, is something per- 
haps only a short time will answer. 
Her ‘comeback’ here is but in its in- 
fancy. Abel. 


BETTY LEWIS 

Dancer 

9 Mins. 

Park Central, N. Y¥. (Grove) 


Pert little tap dancer who is also 
quite versatile in the modern 
‘Truckin’ ’ movement, Betty Lewis is 
billed as a newcomer from the 
middle-west. Her skill indicates that 
she has been around, but never 
caught solo before, Combines clever 
whirl with both tapster offerings, 
Miss Lewis’ most involved presenta- 
tion is her Toreador fantasia, though 
the tap cleats slow down part of 
stepping. 

She is plenty fast and clever when 
teamed up with Roscoe Ails in typi- 
cal ‘Truckin’ ’ and ‘Susie Q’ offering, 
which is the blow-off for the Grove 
show. Trim figure and ingratiating 
personality are added assets. 

Wear. 


BEE KALMUS 
Singer 

6 Mins.; One 
Loew’s State, N. Y. 


This isn’t Bee Kalmus’ first time 
on a stage, femme having appeared 
as a specialty before, but it’s her 
first time for the New Act files. At 
the State currently she’s appearing 
in front of Leon Navara’s band and 
practically carries all the weight of 
the band act. 

Cute little femme with the Ethel 
Merman style of selling a song has 
once been given a radio buildup, but 
nothing important came of it. Be- 
sides her infrequent stage appear- 
ances, she has also taken several 
excursions into the niteries, and it’s 
in the latter field that she should 
make her mark. Has a sock style, 
good appearance and is vocally okay. 

Did two numbers at this catching 
and had a tough time getting away. 
Applause ran into the subsequent ore 
chestral effort by Navara’s wae 

cho. 





STUART AND LEA 
Dancers 

8 Mins. 

Park Central, N. Y. (Grove) 


Stuart and Lea look like veterans 
in this ballroomology business, but 
not in the files. Both of their terp 
efforts look familiar, particularly 
that first, which is tabbed ‘Bolero of 
the Capes.’ This is a colorful inter- 
mingling of smooth stepping and 
| deft manipulation of long, flowing 

robes. Requires plenty of dexterity 

| with arms and legs. 
Second dance setto is one of those 
top-hat society concepts. Calls in 
walking stick for male member to 
twirl and support his graceful part- 
ner. Unfortunate choice of costum- 
ing. because it dwarfs really agile 
efforts of duo. Transparent skirt for 
femme and lighter colors would do 
the trick Wear. 














Alice Faye, backed up by Cy 
Feuer’s ork, waxed four sides of 
numbers from Irving Berlin’s ‘On 


The Avenue’ for Brunswick in Hole 
| lywood. 
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VARIETY 











* 


Variety 





NEXT WEEK, Feb. 15 
THIS WEEK, Feb. 8 


show, whether fu!l or split week 


Bills 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


I.os Habaneros 
Don Alberto Ore 
El Morocco 
Ernie Holst Ore 
Ki Toreador 
Los «wiedas 
Pedro Via Bd 
French Casine 
Adalet 
Feral Benga 
Betty Brite 
Betty Bruce 
Florence Chumbecos 
Hilda Elfonte 
Rolf Holbein 





Jeknny Co 











RKO 





BOSTON 
Keith's (11) 
Oisen & Johnson 
(4) 
T.eon EBrrol Rev 
Cookie Rowers 
12 Girls 
Louise Beavers 


CHICAGO 
(t2) 


Palace 
Sy 1 Manon 
Pops & Louie 
Ken Murray 
Dixieland 
«(Two to 


& O 
Jazz Bd 
fill) 
(5) 
Bebe Barri 
Charles Carrer 
Vox & Walters 
Harris Claire & 
Ritz Bros 
CINCINNATI 
(12) 
Rev 


Girls 


Ss 


Palace 


Park Avenue 
(5) 


Greenw'h Vil Se’nd's 





Mitchell & Durant 





IRIDIUM 
ST. REGIS, 


10th WEEK ; 


JACK POWELL 


READINGER TWINS 





Dir.: LEDDY & SMITH 














NEW YORK CITY 
State (11) 
Jay C. Flippen 
3 Wiles 
Miriam 
Buddy 
D & E Barstow 
Liazeed Arabs 
Hiaine Arden 
DeRoze 


Verna 
Clark 











Paramount 





NEW YORK cIry | 
Paramount (10) 
Fred Waring’s Ore 
BIRMINGHAM 
Paramount = (12-14) 

Dave Apollon 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (12) 
Eddie Duchin Bd 

Caligary Bros 
Bliss Lewis & A 





Gower & . 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo 

Rudy Vallee Ore 

CHATTANOOGA 
Paramount (17) 

Dave Apollon 

CHICAGO 





Chieage (12) 
7 Loria Bros 


i | 2a half (11-13) 
Louise Co 
Gaston & Helen 


Dominion 








LEYTONSTONE 
Rialte 


Selma 4 


Co as beoked 





Xavier Lemercier 
7 Maravillas 
Rekkofs 
Rhoenrads 


Florence Spencer 











Fred Sanborn NEW CKOSS icra gs Ak Tah 
4 Phillips Kinema Vinee Asp 
New Victoria | Loranna ened 1 eran Ore 
CIPEVELAND Turner Layton Thorpe & Stanton +. . avers Ore 
Palace (t2) BROMLEY Blum & Blum 1c Cromwell Ore 
Bebe Barri Girls Palace Haig & Escoe { 
Charles Cart ve Pon Rico Ba OLD KENT ROAD | Greenwich Village 
Vox & Walters = | CHADWELL H’TH Astoria Casine 
Harris Claire & S$ Palace | Harry Freyer Bd Silee 2 
Ritz Bros > 1 r | Browning & Starr | Kileen Cook 
(5) i> andners Tol | Mito 3 | Vera Dunn 
Elida Ballet - ppeecingy a _—_ rPECKHAM | Ted Maxa 
Emilee Adreon | an bale “a Palace } Bill Durey a 
Reynolds & White | CHELSEA l.oranna | Sis Ramon 
Bu k & Bubbles i Palace Thorpe & Stanton Je inne Jordan 
Benny Fields | Jose Moreno Blum & Blum | Carlos Lopez 
Great Yacopis Galliard 4 | Haig & Kscve | Biba & Jimmy 
DAYTON CLAPTON | REGENTS PARK Marengo Or 
Keith's (12) Kink Patace ; “ aliace Milan Rev 
Leon Errol Kev | Harmony Kings 15 Cleveres ferah Noah 
MINNEAPOLIS Vedras | Bennett & W ome Harlem Upronur 
Orpheum (5) Castelli & Yorke SHEPH'’RDS BUS pail EOIN 
Ceunt Bernivici Rev | EAST HAM Pavilion brian Da nn tig 
SCHENECTADY Premier Dolinofts foe gg om 
Keith's (tt-13) | ® Tindners Renara Kdai a Hi: ro _ 
Glorified Follies | Delfont & Toko STAMFORD HILT) eG, aed eg 
; i B, astle & Scott 
ROY | Harry Coady Regent | Mee Brown 
Kelth’s (12-15) one wat J 5 Cleveres : > 
. . EKDGEWARE ROAD nek | Willie Jackson 
Byrnes Sis Co | Granda 3 Manley Bros lr a Smee 
Reynolds & White nee se Ales | STRATFORD ens ele 
Eton Boys L.ee Doa Broadway | fairbanks Sis 
Red Skelton 7 q Collinson & Dean : ? “pac 
Se pays . Judd & tay “eee - 1 mes Dee I McKay 
Great Yacopis EDMONTON Ma lack & suca ; Ebony Rascals 
Empire Es WIRRATHAM Fred & Ginger 
: 5 Ebonites ’ Pal “ . Kadwards Sis 
ROOM Geo Hurd — erent _ . | Pauline Bryant 
N York HAMMERSMITH | Raskful i 3 i | Thelma Middleton 
ew Palaee Alec Pleon | ilickory Ueuse 
South China | Reggie Redcliffe | Trumbauer Ore 
Renara — | TOOTING Chas Teagarden 
ILFORD Granada dete Girard 
Super Bobby Howell Bad Bunny Berrigan 
Collinson & Dean Anita, Chas, Jack ‘ : 
Flack & Lucas | Bashful Boys H’lyw'd Restaurant 
| 3 Van Strattons | Reggie Redcliffe Eddie Noll 
ISLINGTON Alec Pleon Marian Nolan 
Blue Hall TOTTENHAM Letty Kemble 
Ist half (8-10) Palace Josephine Houston 
ao eameeeiee Louise Co Harmony Kings Mitzi Haynes 
Gaston & Helen Vedras Tempo Kings 
2d half (11-13) Castelli & Yorke Ada Leonard 
oew J Hermans TOTTENHAM Demitri 
Sonia & Tania COURT ROAD Karele & Andre 
KILBURKN Paramount Paul Remos 
Grange Anton Bd 2 Daveys 
Vivian Ray Dey & Alice E & D Waters Lennie Hayton Ore 
BALTIMORE Lee Donn Avant Bros 
Century (12) Judd & Ray WALTHAMSTOW ilotel Ambassador 
‘Pats’ Waller Ore LEWISHAM Granada Dick Gasparre Or 
Ford Bowie & D | Palace 5 Ebonites Cobina Wright 
WASHINGTON | Den Rico Bd Geo Hurd Jack & June Blair 
Capitol (12) Heather Haliday 
Arthur LeFleur Co Robert Bard 
Wally pate & M ° © || June Sillman 
Stepin Fetchit Pr al Robt Reinhart 
Clyde McCoy Orc OvINnCI Mrs. H W Thomps'n 
Rotel Astor 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Week of Feb. 8 Fred Lowery 
Melba Melsing 
ABERDEEN GLASGOW } ae Van Coseen 
Tivo Paramount |<has Hoffman 
Herschel Henlere Freddie Bamberger | Stanley Worth 
B & B Bemis | Ganjou Bros & LIVERPOOL Robert Lytell 
Don Cummings ALDERSHOT Shakespeare vinreneoe 
Rickard “ Hippodrome Sobsky’s Dogs Walton & Joanne 
2 Max Miller Bruce Merryl Ss ‘ 
ee ee Mongadors Gandy Bros Hotel Biltmore 
, eae q Theimina Bob Fisher Horace Heidt Ore 
DET ROIT Wensley & Dale Renee, Rex & Ron} Lysbeth Hughes 
Michigan (12) Ringle Bros & R Geo Doonan tob McCoy 
Broadway Juniors | Victoria Sis Faldos A & Y King 
MONTGOMERY Will Power & Page LUTON Larry Cotton 
Paramount (15) | ASHTON UNDER Alma Art Thorsen 
Dave Apollon = $ ~ . Leslies Jerry Bowne 
7 : Umpire arvard Boys Dick Morgan 
pele rly ae ae pel & Dwyer | Joe Petersen Burton Pierce 
Marden’s Riviera | a yim al A UTHEND Hotel Commodore 
~ “ i= a 
TORONTO $8 Step Sis Rivoli Mal Hallett Ore 
Shea’s Hipp (12) CAMBRIDGE Pantzer’s Midgets Collette & Barry 
C’mm’'nd Perf'rm ce | Cinema Holmes & Edwards | Teddy Grace 
Uptewn (12) Roy Fox Bad Co as booked Dawn & Darrow 
Maxine Low & Websier UXBRIDGE Jean Kirk 
Chris Charlton Regal 








‘Warner 





PHILADELPHIA 
Allegheny (15-17) 
Fenwick & Cook 
Bonnell & Bay Rev 
«Two to fill) 
(18-20) 
Bros & D 
to fill) 
(8-10) 
Melva Sis 
M Mentgomery 
Abbott & Robey 
Youthful Rhythms 
(11-13) 
Chandler & Clemons 
4 Vassar Girls 
Doyle & Donnelly 
Swedish Bell Ring's 
Farle (12) 
Honeyboy & S'ss'f's 
3 X Sis 
Neila Goodele 
‘Chatterbox’ 
Ben Grawer 
Geo Hicks 
(5) 
Honey Fam 
Paul Gerrits 
Donatella Bros & C 


Capps 
(Three 


Campbell's Royal's 
(5 
Ina R Hution 
Jack Gilford 
Nixon (17-19) 
Peggy Calvert Co 
Ray & Harrison 
Dorothy Martin 
(One to fill) 
(16-12) 
Fenwick & Cook 
Phil Seed Co 
Arthur Boran 
Byrnes Sis Rev 
Oxford (18-20) 
Fenwick & Cook 
(Three to fill) 
(11-13) 
Melva Sis 
M Moentgeomery 
Abbott & Robey 
Youthful Rhythms” 


WASHINGTON 
Earle (12) 
Balabanow Rev 
Lela Moore 
Radio Ramblers 
Cilly Feindt 


Ore 


Co 

















Duncan Sis {o) 
Harry Reser Ore Bredwins 
Fox (12) LePaul 
Bredwins Rachel Carlay 
Geo Beatty Mattison’s Rhythms 
CHICAGO King & Sinclair 2 
Helene Miller 
State Lake (13) | Harry Pollard 
Mickey King MEMPHIS 
Whitey & Ford Tower (12) 
Duncan Sis Jerry Lawten 
Cc & H Stone Fred Lightner Co 
Revel, Baxter & D | Tea Cook 
INDIANAPOLIS (One to fill) 
Lyric (12) Orpheum (15) 
Mitchelt & Durant Centennial Rev 





Reynolds & White 


Mile Corrine 





London 


—————— 


Week of Feb. & 





Senia “& Tania 


Astoria BD. H. | 
Canterbury M. H. 





ist half (8-19) 
4 Hermans 
Sonia & Tania 


Peter Fannan 
6 Zio Blondes 
Percy Val 
Taro Naito 











Tony Gerrard 


Raymond Bennett 


Arconas 
La Paiette 


Hote) Edison 


Bobby Hayes Ore 
Gypsy Lee 
Muriel Byrd 
Bob Berry 





I 
| 


| 


Cabaret Bills 


Hotel Essex Gouse 


N Brandewynne Or 
Maxine Tappin 
Dick Stone 

Ssasex Troubadours 











NEW YORK CITY 


Bertolotti's 
Rita Renaud + 
Carol Vance 
Fran Craven 
Ann White 
Syd Ramon 


Jimmy Whalen Orc 


Bill’s Gay 90's 
Rudy Madison 
Joseph € Howard 
Ted Beyer 
Kihel Gilbert 
Yvette Rugel 
Gus Wicke 


Black Cat 
Kitten Korous 
Blondie Scott 
Evelyn Oliver 
Amanda Randolph 
Jimmy To1omas 
Maxie Ar nstrong 
Amy Spe cer 
Billy Dariels 
Cora La Redd 
Jack & Jill 
.onny Sir+mons Ore 
Brase Rail 
Golden Ore 
Cafe Bali 


Yanyego Voodoo Co. 

Virginia Valley 

Jack Arnold 

Gus Howard 

Pamela Clifford 

Phytis Avery 

Violet Carson 

Nell Bilz 

tennie Beck 

Lillian Carson 

‘Chic’ Farmer 

Poliv Pickert 

Sid Hawkins 

Roger Steele Ore 

Jack Wallace Orc 
Cafe Valencia 


| Den 
l.a Gitanilla 
| Ta Sullaniia 
| tea Carita 
| 
' 
' 


Neil 





Casanova 


Don Juan Ore 
Caliente 


‘Jean Gordon 


Dorethy Maxine 


Maryon Dale 
FF McFarlane 


Club Hewdy 
John Adams 
Al Benson 
Shirley Watis 
Neil Stone 


Sylvia St. Clair 
Ynez La Vail 


Gauchos 
Club Yumuri 


Rosita Ortega 
Rene & Estela 
Roldan 


Coq Kouge 
irwin Gilbert 
Tisdale 3 

Cotton Club 
Avis Andrews 
Berry Bros 
Kaloah 
Henri Wessels 
Katherine Perry 
Anne Lewis 


Tramp Ba 


Broadway Jones 


Arthur Davy ©r 


Phil Romano 


El Chico 
Chita 
Lon Rancheros 
Adelina Duran 
Carlos Montoya 





Maclovia & Candido 


tosita Rios 


Clab Gaucho 
Dimitri & Virgil 


Felipe de Flores 
Consuelo Moreno 
Eliseo Grenet Orc 


Dynamite Hooker 


Whyte’s Maniacs 


fd 


Johnny Powell's Bd 
Chateau Moderne 


Ore 


Ramon Carrosco & 


Don Hilberto Ore 


Ore 


Wen Talbert's Choir 
Bahama Pancers 


Cab Calloway Ore 
Jack Dempser's 
Ore 


Hotel Fifth Ave 

Strum Orc 

| Hotel Governor 
Clinton 

Stuart Jules 

tay O'Hara Ore 

Hotel Half Meon 
(Brooklyn) 

Marion 

Ken 


toy 


Kaye 
Casey Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Shirley Lioyd 


Retel Lincols 
{sham Jones Orc 
Hotel McAlpia 


Enoch Light Ore 
A Gonzales Ens 
Murial Sherman 


Hetel Montectatr 


Coral tsianders 
Juanita Wayne 
Joe Pontee 
Clay Bryson 
tiappy Powers 
Nick Fisher 
John Zellner 
Ben Blum 

Hal Hope Ore 
Bill T.ineoln 
Waneta Wayne 
fon Courtney 


Motel Murray Hill 
(Fountain Room) 
Dolores Farris 
Ruth Kidd 

Frank McCormick 
Will Oakland 
Kleanor Bowers 
Ray Sadler 

Mishel Gorner’s Orc 
Santiona & Faire'ld 
Hotel New Yorker 


Abe Lyman Ore 
Arthur Ravel Ore 
Gardel 
Marion Wilkins 
Jack Walters 
Rese titaine 

Tiny Wolf 

Senny Schuyler 
Pack & Clifford 
Hotel Park Centrat 
vie Toc Girls 


{ 


Tess 











| Emil 
"Medrane 


| 


| 





Jerry Blaine Ore 
Rescoe Ails 
Betty Lewis 


Hotel Park Lane 
Junior Raphael Orc 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Benny Goodman Bd 
Bernhard & Grah'm 
Frances Hunt 

Hotel Piccadilly 


Trent Patterson 


Arno & Zola 
Jerry Stewart 


Dave Schooler Ore 
Mette! Plaza 

Will McCune Ore 

Hal Atkinson 

Pancho’s Ore 

Hartmans 

Pauli Draper 
Hotel Roosevelt 

3 Esquires 

Guy tombarda 
Hotel Ritz-Carlios 

Edna Janis 

Senor Wences 


Ore 


i 4 Kraddocks 


Zeska 

Senor 

Durelle 
Afrique 

fasil bk on Ore 

Hugo Mar Ore 
Arman Vecsey Ore 
fiotel 
Endor & F 
Hmile Petti 
Habaneras 


Wences 


mme 


ian 


Save, -Ptnza 
arrell 
Ore 
Ore 
Hotel Shelton 


Dolan 
Zatour 


Pegav 

Joseph 

Hotel St. George 
(Brooklyn) 


Ore 
(ire 


Ore 


Eli Dantzig 
Allen Leafe: 
Julianna 

teatrice How 
Elton Rich 
3 Eltons 

Jay Johnson 
Beth Reyburn 


Hotel Sherry- 
Netherland 


»il 


Tania & Kirsolf 
Gen Lodijensky 
Raphael 

Lubov Doubiago 
Nicholas Zorin 
Serge Sergey 
Catherine Grey 
Alex Bunchuk Ore 


Hotel St. Moritz 
Miaco 
Roger Stearns 


Alex Botkin Ens 


Jack Sherr Orc 
lllis Deon 
Grisha 


Hotel St. Regis 
(iridium Room) 
Coleman Or 
& Donna 
Gerrits 

Hotel Taft 
Geo. Hall Ore 
Dolly Dawn 
Emperors of R’'yt'm 
Hotel Vanderbilt 
Eddie Ore 
Jean 


Paul 


Lane 
Farries 
Dean Goodelle 
Dee Luryea 

Dorothy Howe 


flote! Waldorf- 
Astoria 


Mario & Floria 
tive Symington 
Eddie LeBaron Bd 
Leo Reisman Orc 
Michael Zarin Ore 


Hotel Wellington 
Ed Mayehoff Ore 


Hotel Weytin 


Alex Fogarty 
Charlie Wright 
Jimmy Kelly's 
Mary Barton 
4 Montmarire 
Junior Costello 
Chiquita 
Inga Borg 
Elena McCoy 
Peggy LaPlante 
Tanya 
Mary Lane 
Joe Cappelie Ore 
Kretchma 
Simeon Karavaeft 
Doria Birse 
VYiiena Gabrielle 
Michael Michon 
Nadia 
A Stevanovsky 
Mischa 
S Bartnovsky 
Nicholas Matthey Or 
Larue 
Ed Furman 
Billy Lorraine 
Lynne Gordon 
Diana Ward 
Pegzy Strickland 
Eddie Davis Orc 
Laurel-in-Pines 
(Lakewood, N. J.) 
Terry Green 
Mona & Marina 
Fred Berhens Orc 
Le Mirage 
Billy Heywood 
Clift Allen 
Ginger Sutton 
Yanyege Dancers 
Jerry Kirkland 
Virginia Fair 
Wanda Goll 
Marie Almonte 
Grace Briskin 
Elisha Tutile Ore 
Siboney Rhumba 


Boys 


Leon & Eddie's 


Eddie Pavis 
Vivian Ray 


Tachi 

Zee-Zee 

Jai-Leta 

Billy Reed 

Newell & Thorpe 
Wim Farmers Ore 
Betty Benson 
Ruth Craven 
Royal Duo 


Dr Arthur 
Carmen 
Johnny Pickard 
4 Rhythym Girls 
Madeleine's 
Lucille 
Joe Grey 3 
Merry-Go-Round 
Tito 
Horatio 
Reris Koretzky 
Luise Renee 
Mon Paris 
Versatile 3 
Cene Fosdick Ore 
l.aurence White 
Lady S Wilkins 


Onyx Clab 


Marcus 


Guizar 
Zito Ore 
Ens 











Avon Johnson 
Don Lambert 


Ba 


6 Spirits of Rhythm 

Stuff Smith Ba 

Irene Beasley 

Joey Ray 

Richard 

Alvaraz 

Marti & Chiquita 

Jay Freeman Orc 
Place Elexante 

Joyce Miller 

Tote Canglosi 

Bill Farrel! 

Larry Maddi Ore 
Rainbow Grill 
Emery Deutsch 
Evaiyn Tyner 
Rainbow Keom 
Ore 

{oss 
C'rd’ ba 


& Carson 


Casa Toma 
Dr Sydney 
Maurice & 
Olympie 3 
Kvalyn Tyner 
Don Azpiazu 

Reyal 
Toe Zelli 
Rachel Carlay 
Pear 


Ore 
Box 


Russian Art 





Dera Reshoet 

Alex Bolshakoft 
Manolita 

Jenva Pobedina 
Antony CGrosneft 
Olea Moskova 
Zachar Martinoff 
Yasha Datsko Orc 


Sapphire Reom 
Vernon Rickard 
Ann Seton 
tarry Winton Ore 

Stork Club 
Senny Kendis Orc 
Gus Martel Ore 
Tekay 
Ilona 


| Mme Thury 


MIAMI 


Biscayne Kennel 
j Club 
Ted Lewis 


ore 


Bagdad 
Murray & Alan 
Jack Irving 

Virginia Gibson 
Loss 


Ann 


Sherwood 
Deauville 
Baron & Blair 
Sigmund Spaeth 
Heward Brooks 
Colova 
French Casing 
‘Folies Parisienne’ R 
Jolly Coburn Orc 
Dave Miiler 
Frolies 
Ann Seymour 
3 Rays 
Selbys 
Etzi Covato 
Holly wood 
Club 
| Gomez & Winona 
Wini Shaw 
Yacht Club Boys 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Hollywood Yacht 
Club 
Gali-Gali 
Lorraine 


Orc 








Ore 
Country 


Manners 


Jean Sargent 
Lillian Roth 
Howard Lally Ore 


Ira’s Supper Club 


Ore | 
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Johnny Carter 
Maria Karolyia 
Derothy Perry 

Lou Hegedus 

Bela Zsiga 

Merrill & Zona 
Lillian Kahnes 
Louis Kovac 
Gypsy Rosika Ore 
Eddie Ashman Ore 


Ubangi 
Gladys Bentley Rev 
Broomfield & G 
Avon Long 
Evelyn Robinson 
Edna Holly 
Obie Austin Ore 


Valhalla 
Doris Reed 





Peter & Cont'l's 








' Dan 


Bernice Bucans 
Bobby Danders 
Bankoft & Cannon 
Congress Hotel 
(Casino) 
Ethel Shutia 
Stan Kavanagh 
Bernhardt & Grh'm 
Bob Hall 
Gus Arnheim Ore 
Gay 90's 
Jules Novitt’s Ore 
Colleen 
Geo De Costa 
Lew King 
yrand Terrace 
Fle'te’r Hend'’son Or 
Harry’s N. YX. 
Cabaret 
Ruddy Walker 
Melba Brian 


Versailles Jane Ruby 

Glen Hope Buddy & Selma 
R Minevitch Co Dorothy Johnson 
Sylvia Froos Hi-Hat 
Mitzi Mayfair - 4 
taphael a hairy Lucky 
ten Yost Collegians | ° Variety Boys 

| Marie Austin 
Manya & Drigo Judith Dean 
Meadowbrook Hove | 5 Walke 
Hawaiian Sern'd'rs Jean — 

| Hotel Uismarck 

Village Barn (Walnut Room) 

Floria Vestoft Phil LeVant Ore 
Larry McMahon George Wald 
Milt Mann Ore Gretchen 1 
Serrannos McNatlie Sis 
Helene Miller Don & S Jennings 
Ruskin & Norman Bert Granoff 
Wayne Kennon Tod Liebling 
Zeh Carver Co Terry Howard 


Mike Beollero 
Yareht Club 
Terry Green 
Frances Faye 
Lillian Lovey 
Wilkins & James 
3 Diplomats 
Prine’s 


Bd 


Val 
duck 


Olman Or 
Dempsey'’s 
Reck Melion & B 
Fox & Ames 
Romany 3 

Terry Lawlor 

Gus Steck Ore 


Merry-Ge-Round 


Phil Baxter 

Count Bulowski O1 
Miami Biltmore | 

Lester Cole 


Lathrop Bros & Lee 
M FBergere Orc 





| Eunice 


| Bob 


Palm Island Club 
Cross & Dunn 
Heatly 
Long Jr 
Ripa 
Romano 


Nick 


Phil 


Roney 
Georges & 
Eva Ortega 
Gwynne 


Ore 


Vilaga 
Jalna 


|} Freddy Bernard } 
Carlos Molina Ore 
| Don Quintano Ore 
Royal Palm Clob | 
Harry Richman 
|} Ruth Terry } 
Catherine O'Neal j 
Clemente Ore | 
tuss Morgan Orc 


Town Casino 
Perry 
Sherwood 

Rowland 


| Ben 
} Roberta 
|} Alma & 
i I 


Goff & Kerr ‘aul Sabin Ore 
. : 
| Georges Metaxa West Flagler 
| Luba Malina Kennel Club | 
amon & Renita Sally Rand 
Bali Jane Jones 
| Bruz Fletcher Paul Kendall 
Jeanne Teller Helen Warner 
Charles Lawrence Rose Valyda 
Omar's Dome 


Beverly Wilshire 


Ruth Robin 
Larry Lee Ore 


Biltmore Bow) 
Fritz & J Hubert 
Eddie Rio Co 
Kanazawa Tr 
Dick Webster 
Joy Hodges 
Marion Daniels 
3 Rhythm Rascale 
Harry Stockwell 
Enrico Rh'ba Ore 
Jimmy Grier Ore 


Cafe Casanova 
Tic Toe Girls 
B Grey & J Bergen 
Casanova Orc 
The Theodoras 


Cafe La Maze 
Park Ave Boys 
Stan Clair Ore 


Clever Club 


Bob Grant Ore 
Rhumba Bd 


Cocoaant 
4 Playboys 
Ray Hendricks 
Dawn Roland 
Billy Wilson 
Col Manny Prager 
Ben Bernie Ore 

El Mirador 
Turline 
Wally Vernen 
famasdell Girls 
Slim Martin Ore 
Clab Esquire 
Joe Frisco 
fuyvnn Hayes 
Vicki Jevee 
Ben Light 
4 Esquires 
Famous Door 
Bob Lang 
Lovis Prima Ore 
Little Club 
Meredith 


Grove 


Tiny 
! 
] 
Biackhawk 


Mildred 
Red 


Railey 
Norvo Ore 


Hotel 
tadio Rogues 
Georges & Jaina 
Huse Mariani 
Corinna Mura 
Colletie & Harry 
Al Kavelin’s Ore 


Blackstone 


Chez Paree 
Harris & Shore 
Kverett Marshall 
Ella Logan 
Emily Vont.ossen 
nh & Reverly Bemis 
Henry Busse Ore 

Cluob Alabam 
Virginia James 
Effie Burton 
ernard & Henry 





| CHICAGO 


| Natalie 





Yvonne St Claire 
Maria Monterez 
Gagnon & Br'ught’n | 
George Redman Orc 
Bobby Bixler 
Pacific Sunset Club | 
Giddy Case 
Gypsy Glenn 
Bobbie Stewart 
Ray Hall Ore 
Palomar 
Stearns & Dean 
Charles Arley Co 
Stanley Hickman 
Muzzy Marcellino 
3 Debutantes 
Hudson Metzaeer Gis 
Ted Fio Rito 
Paris tan 
Judy Lane 
Gabriel J Candino 
Hugo Marchetti 
Thora Maithaizon 
Carmela Montero 
Peggy Stanford 
Marguerita del Rio 
Juan de Martinis 
Patsy Marr 
Thora Mathaison 
Pete Contrelli Orc 
Seven Seas 
Ray Kinney 
Lily Gibson 
Lonnie McIntire Or 
Somerset Heuse 
Bill Zerker 
Camille Saray 
Topsy's 
Pat O'Shea 
Arnold Sis 
Herbert Dexter 
Leona Rice 
Agnes Johnson 
Al Eldredge Orc 
Johanne Lee 
Trocadero 
Phil Ohman Ore 
U-Gene's 
Rarbara Rack 
Frank Goullagher 
Dave Mack 








Millicent 
Art 


DeWitt 
Williams Ore 
Club Minuet 
Howe & Perrin 
Bill Meagher 
Clair Powell 
Virginia Audrey 
Ruth Desha 

Jerry Glidden Orc 
Colony Club 
Kennedr 
Trudye Davidson 
Lewis Sis 

Ktta Reed 

Ruth Howrich 
Pauletie t.aPierre 
Jack Fischman Ure 


Pat 


Colosimos 
Ada Leonard 
Tracy, Gale & L 





tobinson 2 
Mildred Rock 





Hotel Brevoort 
Jaros Sis 
Jimmie Christié 
Whitey Neuman 

Drake Hetel 

(Silver Forrest) 


Sheila Barrett 
Ethet Dixon 
Paul Florenz Girls 
Pat O' Mailey 
Gower & Gene 
Dick Jurgens Ore 
Hotel Fdgewater 
Beath 
(Marine Koom) 
i Geo Olsen Ore 


Perry 


Carlton Emmys Pets 


Marque & Mary’elle 
Edith Caldwell 
Leighton Noble 
Harriett Smith's Gls 


Hotel Lasalle 


(Blue Fountain 
Room) 


Bob McGrew Ore 


Hotel Morrison 
(Terrace Room) 


(Casino Parisien) 


A tobbins 


Rudi Grasi 
Sara Ann McCabe 
Anderson & Allen 
Mary Raye 
Geo Campo 





| Franciseo & 


—= 


Sileen O'Connor 
Grace & Nico 
Naldi 
Carmen Romere 
Jack Whitney 
Jerome Andrews 
Jimmy.~Garret Ore 
Lou Breese Ore 
Hotel Palmer House 
(Empire Koom) 
Ray & Trent 
3 Samuels 
Harriet & 
Roberts & 
June Taylor 
Geo Hamitton Ore 
Paul Rosini 
Abbott Dancers 


Hotel Sherman 
(College Inn) 
Gertrude Hoffman 

Howard Nichols 
Lois Still 

Calgary 
Roger 


Haves 
White 


Pros 
Pryor Ore 
Hotel Stevens 
(Continental KReom) 
Maurine & Norva 
Carman Castille 


| Lorraine Sis 


Ina Scott 
Frankie Mastera Or 
Parody Club 
Phil Kaye 
Molly Manors 
Charlyne Baker 
Madie Fah 
Henry Simmons 
Freddy Janis Ore 
Royale Frolics 
Dolly 
Sid Tomack 
Bill Anson 
Syrnes & 
Jan & N 
Vivienne 
Peggy 
Jack 
Henri 
Chas 


nier 


Kav 


Swanson 
Bell 
Newell 
Moore 
Hilliard 
Lishon 


Engels 


Ore 
Ore 

Trocadero Casine 
Mario 


14 MeNallies 


Violet 
Pat 


Love 


Chandler 


| Don Fernando's Ore 


| 


|} Satch 


Pair 
Ore 


Vanity 


Edith Murra\ 


Via Lago 
Jackie Hamlin 
Dick Hughes 
Sally Keith 
Wallace & Latisha 
Stan Carter 

Yacht Club 
Jerry & Turk 
Nino Rinaldo Ore 
Peter Higgins 
Sunny Shaw 
& Satchell 
Purdy 
885 Club 
& Gorman 
South 
W hite 


Lee 


Carroll 
Fddie 
Belva 


PHILADELPHIA 


Anchorage Inn 


Don Nichols Orc 
George Clifford 
Nadine Wayne 
Gloria Johnson 
Star Hope 
Mario Villani 
Myra Ring 
Carlos & Velos 
Gilbert 
Areadia tnt'l 
Emerson Gill Ore 
2 KHileens 
Pepino & Beatrice 
Johnny Wells 
Duval, Marion & E 
Arcadia Tango Bd 
Barritz Cafe 
King 
Jean Schauliner 
Marie Javanello 
Frankie Harrigan 
Doc Anton Ore 
Bellevue-Stratford 
(Planet Room) 
Meyer Davis Ore 


Joy 


Ben Franklin Hotel | 


(Georgian Room) 
Moe Jaffe Ore 


Benny the Bum’s 
Abe Salinger Orc 
Lillian Carmen 
Serge Flash 
Patsy Ogden 
Kathleen Quinn 
Edith Hall 
Roy Silvers Ore 
Tess Gardella 
Bill Steele 
Carroll's Cafe 
Francis Carroll 
Nan Reilly 
Flo Zane 
Teas & Holley 
Chez Michaud 
Jonny Graft Ore 
Embassy Club 
Brook Adams 
Jill Reese 
Colleen Adams 
Sally Matthews 
Elaine May 
Anna Berden 
Milly Warwick 
cliff Hall 
Donoghue’s 
Betty Madden 
Margie Norris 
Geraldine Costello 
Helen Lorraine 
Harry Meyers 
Ed Delehanty 
Frank WValumbo's 
Beb Ridley 
Bobby Rollins 
Treyes & Malva 


Kay Hamilton 
Larry Bros & Lee 
Mickey lee 
Bobby Morro Ore 


Hotel Adelphia 
(Cafe Marguery) 
& Texas Rockets 
Jean ‘Travers 
James Evans 
4 Vespers 
1, Amour & Toijour 
Ross Metlean 
Agnes Tolle 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Harold Knight Ore 
Evan B Fkontaine 
Hotel Philadetphian 
(Mirrer Koom) 
J Frasetto Ores (2) 
Walter Donahue 
Arthur Ward Co 
The Harclays 
The Debutantes 
Kit Kat Kafe 


Geerge Scotti 


Co 


Barneit & Parker 
Long Sis 
Patti C'rawfard 


Air-O-Way 3 
Shirlie Hale 
Lambs Tavern 
Jee Landy Orc 
Little Rathskeller 
Marty Boha 
Watson Sis 





} 


‘Osborne & 








Continental Co 
Shirley Maye 
Nancy Lee 
Maud O'Malley 
Jack Gritlin Ore 
1523 Loeust 
Bubbles Shelby 


Billie Lee 
Grace Manners 
Linda Ray 
Jean Farrar 
Kay Lavery 
Little Erny 


3 Kings 
MeGee'’s Cafe 
Joe Lannigan 
Harry Mason 
Janet Joyce 
Helen Twesten 
Ritz-Carlton 
(Crystal Room) 
Van Levis Ure 
Silver Lake Inn 
(Clementon) 
Gina & Giane 
Norman Duke 
Suni Dail 
Mickey Familant Or 
1214 Spruce 
Sid Tomack 
Reiss Bros 
Julia Gerity 
Jimmy Blake 


20th Century Tavera 
Barney Zeeman Ore 
Godfrey & Manning 
Franklin D Hyres 
Hazel Harman 
Williams Sis 
3 Esquires 
21 Clab 
Tommy Monroe 
Richard Bach 
Sally LaMarr 
Ann Rush 
Mary Lee 
Nancy Barry 
Ubangi Club 
Dec Hyder's Ore 
Johnny Hudgins 
Ethel Fraye 
2 Bits of Rhythm 
Victoria Vigal 
Charlie Banks 
Bobby Evans 
Fay Banks 
Parrish Cale 
Gladis Eni 
Ted Miller 
Lee Allen & Lucille 
Charlie Gaines Ore 
Tony Murray’s Cafe 
Jim Dougherty’s Or 
Cortez & Peggy 
Murry Lee 
Marvin Nelson 
Sharri O'Dea 
Emily Read 
Celia Shettield 
Billy Joy 
31 Club 
Doe Dougherty 
Mary Hubbard 
De Marce 
Nick Gallucci 
Billy Herrara 
Melvin Evans 
Dutkin’s Rathskeller 
Dorothy Day 
Worth Sis 
Lucy Garat 
Margie Smith 
Viola Klaiss Ore 
Evelyn Barnes 
Frank Ponti 
Stamp'’s Cafe 
Danny Montgomery 
Bickford & Crnd'll 
Orienta tadia 
Rogerts Sis 
Kahn & DePinio 
Flo Hulse 
Jack Hutchinson 
Johnny Welsh 
Streets ef Waris 
Jerry Fine’s (Ore 
Harry Aldridge 
Joe Daly 
Elaine Hinkle 
Edding Sis 
Niki Nikotal 
June DeVoe 
Solar 


Ore 


Ore 


Jimmy 














use 
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on 
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42) STREET COMING BACK? 











Equity Passes Rule to Effect | 
No Member of Ass'n Can Sue It 





Equity has taken another 


cautionary measure, this 


pre- 
time to 
protect itself from suits by members. 
It is partly the result of criticism of 
the administration because of heavy 
legal and court costs. 
no member will be permitted to sue 
Equity unless all other measures of 
adjustment shall have been ex- 
hausted.. 

Step was taken principally as the 
result of several actions to recover 
damages by Robert Du Roy, who 
blamed Equity for the flop of ‘Right 
to Happiness,’ which he co-produced 
in 1931, winning a verdict of $40,000. 
Award was subsequently reduced 
and finally the verdict was reversed 
in favor of Equity, but it cost about 
$8,000 to defend the actions. 

One of Du Roy’s suits still pends, 
through which he seeks $100,000 on 
the grounds that Equity’s monthly 
house organ allegedly libelled him 
in stories about the 
actions. 

Several years ago Edith Ransome, 
a Coast actress, sued for $150,000, 


From now on 


* alleging she had been mistreated by 


Equity representatives. Actress com- 
mitted suicide before the case was 
tried. That incident also prompted 
the council to adopt the new set of 
rules. 

Two methods of disposing of any 
similar complaints are _ outlined. 
Actors may appear before Council, 
and, if the claim be rejected, would 
have the right of appearing before 
the membership, at a general meet- 
ing. If the other members favorably 
consider the claim, a committee shall 
be named with its decision to be 
final. 

Other method is by arbitration 
and the decision shall also be final. 
In other words, Equity does not pro- 
pose to be forced into the courts 
again by its members. 

Any member who refuses to com- 
ply with the new rules will be sub- 
ject to suspension. In addition, he 
could also be fined the full amount 
of the claim. Clause is considered 
one of the most severe in Equity’s 
history. 


SAM SHIPMAN'S 
FATAL HEART 
ATTACK 





Samuel Shipman, who passed 
away in his apartment in New York 
Tuesday (9) afternoon, was one of 
the most prolific playwrights of his 
time. Although death was sudden, 
he had been under a physician’s eye 
recently and intimates were aware 
that ‘Shippy,’ as he was best known, 
was in precarious condition because 
of a weakened heart. 

Author, like some of the other 
leading dramatists, preferred to col- 


laborate rather than write alone, al- | 


though he wrote a dozen plays 
singly. With John B. Hymer he 
wrote ‘East Is West,’ 
outstanding success. 
Aaron Hoffman he fashioned 
‘Friendly Enemies,’ in which Sam 
Bernard and Louis Mann, both de- 


ceased, starred. With Max Marcin 
there were a number of collabora- 
tions, including ‘Cheating Cheaters,’ 


‘The Woman in Room 13’ and ‘The 
Crooked Square.’ With Clara Lip- 
man he wrote ‘Elevating a Husband’ 
and the ‘Kreutzer Sonata.’ Other 
collaborations 


Today,’ ‘The Good For Nothing.’ 
‘First Is Last and ‘Crime.’ His last 
play, done with Beth Brown, was 


‘Behind Red Lights,’ 
Mansfield, N. Y. 


Shipman either wrote or figured | 


in the playwrighting of 30 dramas. 
A. H. Woods produced most of those 
plays. He was in his 54th year and 
died at the Alamac hotel, where he 


resided almost from the time it was | 


erected. 


— + 





‘Happiness’ | 


| 
| 


| half a week’s salary for that. 





Just a Little Late 


Reuben, restaurateur, likes to 
send greeting cards to people of 
the theatre. One such was re- 
ceived at the Miller theatre, N. 
Y., addressed to the author of 
‘The Country Wife.’ 

William Wycherly died Jan. || 
1, 1716. 


LEGITERS MUST 
GOVAUDE-HOKE 
FOR NEW PLAY 


Richard Aldrich and_ Richard j 
Myers, producers of Herman J. 
Mankiewicz’s play, “The Meal Ticket,’ 
are confronted with the problem of 
teaching legit actors to perform 
vaudeville hokum. Players must im- 
press as a broken-down vaudeville 
family of yesteryear. 

Thus, Charles King is learning 
juggling; Ruth Holden, as his stage- 
wife, is studying Indian club toss- 
ing; Leona Powers, is a grandmother 
who does cartwheels; Joseph Green- | 
wald, as ah ex-magician who con- | 
tinues to do parlor tricks are other 
novices. Cast also includes several 
other minor roles of magicos, dan- 
cers, etc. 

Play opens Feb. 15 at the Erlanger, 
Philadelphia, before Broadway. 
Harry Wagstaff Gribble stages. 
Mankiewicz arrived from Hollyw ood | | 
this week. 























2 CHORUS EQUITY CLAIMS | 





Two Days Pay Asked for ‘Co-ed,’ 
Half a Week for ‘Eternal’ 





Chorus Equity has claims against 
two managements, which will be 
settled by arbitration shortly. One 
claim has to do with rehearsal pay 
for choristers who appeared in 
‘Co-Ed,’ musical which put on by 
J. J. Levinthal and Jack Linder at 
Brighton Beach recently, but which 
never reached Broadway. Equity 
contends that two days rehearsal 
coin is due to 30 girls, with each 
claim $5. 

Second claim has to do with ‘The 
Eternal Road’ ensemble, which was 
cameraed for a newsreel during re- | 
hearsal. Chorus Equity claims one 








| sterdam and Selwyn theatres on that 


|for about $1,650,000 and its actual 


; 000,000 over that figure. 
of a sale, the mortgage would easily 





Jones on Way Back 





A. L. Jones, formerly associated 
with Morris Green in _ producing 
musicals (‘Greenwich Village Fol- 
lies’) and straight shows, will essay 
a comeback, having announced 
‘Orchids Preferred,’ a comedy with | 
music. Score is by Dave Stamper, 
book by Frederic Herendeen. 

Saul Abraham is slated to rejoin | 








probably their 
With the late | 


include ‘Children of | 


current at the | 


Jones as general manager, with Bill 
Fields resuming as p.a. 


| willingness to put up a year’s rent 
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BANK EXPECTS 
BETTER DAYS 





Won’t Let Burlesque Into) 
New Amsterdam, Selwyn | 
or National—Sure of an 
Upturn in the Near Future 


LEASE OFFERS NIXED 


Clearly establishing its conviction 
that 42nd street will eventually re- 
turn to legit favor, the Dry Dock Sav- 
| ings Bank, which owns the New Am- 
thoroughfare, as well as the Na- 
tional around the corner, on 4lst 
street, has taken a firm stand to 
protect all three houses against un- 
wanted tenants. Bank is especially 
adamant on burlesque and refused 
to let it creep into the theatres. 


New Amsterdam, ace theatre on 
Broadway in the halcyon days of 
Klaw & Erlanger, has been the tar- 
get for burley people for several 
years. They offered a rental of $85,000 
yearly and there was one attempt 
to purchase the property for $1,- 
500,000, all such feelers’ being 
promptly rejected. Persistence of 
the burlesque showmen appears to 
have made the bank all the more 
determined to keep them out. 


Bank people have set up a unique 
defense. In the event that burley 
managers obtained possession 
through an intermediary, they claim 
it would be regarded as false pre- 
tence. Any sale or lease of the prop- 
erty will stipulate that, in such 
event, the mortgage would be due 
immediately and the tenants ousted. 
| Same conditions apply to the Sel- 
wyn and National. 

New Amsterdam was foreclosed 
value is believed to be about $1,- 
In the event 


amount to the $1,000,000 mark, but 
the bank is not anxious to sell at this 
time, because realty is steadily on 
the way up and properties which 
were tossed back to the banks at the 
price of the mortgages are expected 
to net big profits. 


It would seem, therefore, that the 
Dry Dock’s protection policy is not 
altruistic but a matter of business 
sense. New Amsterdam has had 
mostly a dark season so far and is 
at present untenanted, but the bank 
is willing to handle the carrying 
charges, confident that all that coin 
and more will be recaptured even- 
tually. Bank still figures that 42nd 
street will see at least several legit 
shows along the block before another 


Eternal Road's’ Troubles Pile Up: 


Actors Nix Salary Cut, Though 
Equity Admits Slice Is Needed 





Well, That’s Something 


Meyer Weisgal, who promoted 
‘The Eternal Road,’ Manhattan 
O. H., N. Y., returned from 
Florida with a fine sunburn, 
but no coin. He went south for 
the purpose of arranging a sink- 
ing fund for the spectacle from 
among the show’s backers, who 
are wintering there. 

Further financial support for 
‘Road’ is expected to be ar- 











season expires. 

Bank’s policy in the matter of the | 
Selwyn was shown when it leased | 
the house for grind pictures at $650 
weekly. Burlesque people had of- 
fered $1,500 weekly and expressed 


in advance. 





WOODS BUYS ‘MONEY’ 


‘Money,’ play by Aurania Rouverol, 
has been purchased by Al H Woods. 

Play made its debut recently in 
a two-week run at the Pasadena 
Community Playhouse. 





Hollywood (MG) Call Means Bolger 





Toes’ Contract Will Be Arbitrated 








Ray Bolger, touring with ‘On Your 
Toes,’ has served notice on Dwight 
Deere Wiman that he will leave the 
show on March 20, going to Holly- 
| wood immediately afterwards, under 
contract to Metro. 
tests the actor’s right to leave the 
show, which is booked well into the 
spring, and the matter will go to 
arbitration. 


| put there are two riders attached. 


Producer con- | 


Bolger has a full season contract | 
‘ avoided, 


One sets March 20 as the termina- | 
tion date, but another makes that | 
clause ambiguous. 

Actors’ contracts are made out in 
triplicate, one being filed with Equity | 
under the rules of that association. | 
Copy so filed, however, does not | 
contain the riders. Had Equity been | 
informed of the added conditions 
the contract would have been clari- 
fied and the present difference 
it is claimed. 


ranged for this week. 


ONE FLOOD IS 
PLENTY FOR 
THE LUNTS 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 9. 

The Lunts aren’t going to get them- 
selves in the middle of another flood 
if they can help it. Guild stars can- 
celled the week of March 24 in Cin- 
cinnati for ‘Idiot’s Delight’ and were 
pencilled into the Nixon here in- 
stead, until they remembered that 
it was just at this time a year ago 
that the Pittsburgh deluge left them 
high and dry. So the local date was 
dropped, too. 

Excuse was that it would be a re- 
turn engagement, but it could hardly 
be called that. ‘Delight’ opened in 
Pittsburgh on March 16, 1936, be- 
fore going to Broadway, but played 
only four performances. Rivers broke 
loose two days later and the Lunts 
continued for two additional per- 
formances during the height of the 
flood because the Nixon had its own 
power plant and kept going. How- 
ever, things became too tough after 
that and they pulled out, with half 
the week unplayed. 

It would have been an extra-cur- 
ricular ouering for the Guild here, 
since the Nixon’s six-play ATS sub- 
scription series has been played out 
this season. 


SCALPERS BURN D. C. 
SOLONS; LEGISLATION 


Washington, Feb. 9. 
Eradication of ticket-scalpers from 
the National Capital was proposed in 

















Congress Wednesday (3) as after- 
| math of legislators’ difficulties in 
buying pasteboards at established 
prices. 


Fired by premtum charged at 
newsstands and hotels for ducats to 
amusements and _ sporting events, 
Representative John M. Coffee of 
Washington (state) sponsored a bill 
which would limit service charge on 
tickets for any sort of affair to 5% 
© the printed tariff. Violators 
would be subject to fines of $100 to 
$500 for each offense and imprison- 
ment for 10 to 30 days. 


ED RICE ILL 

Edward J. Rice, oldest 
member of the Treasurers’ Club, is 
| seriously ill at his home on Long 
Island. He was a box office man 
about 25 year: ago, 
| the Interborough 
| company, in charge of tickets. When 
turnstiles were introduced he 
switched to the auditihg department. 


CHAPEL HILL MEET 


Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 9. 

Fourteenth annual festival and 
state tournament of the Carolina 
Dramatic Assn, will be held at Cha- 
pel Hill March 25-27. 

Contests will be held for original 
play productions, makeup, costumes, 
stage models, posters, playbills and 
tournaments. 


living 





Operating expense of “The Eternal 
Road,’ Manhattan O. H., N. Y., must 
be revised downward if the religious 
spectacle is to continue. Business is 
slowly developing, but not fast 
enough for the finances in sight. Last 
week was the best at the box-office— 
it is not an agency show—except one, 
gross going off, however, on the pre- 
vious week. 

Weekly operating nut is approxi- 
mately $30,000 and the show missed 
that mark by several thousand. Man- 
agement now figures that the spec’s 
pace will hardly exceed an average 





then went with | 
Rapid Transit | 


of $30,000 per week and, if that mark 
is secured, there will not be enough 
money to pay off. Only one week 
did the show approximate an even 
break, but it failed to show operating 
profit even then, when the final 
count was made. 

First move to reduce expenses was 
to attempt a cut in salaries, which 
are considered somewhat too high, 
although at $9,500 weekly the actors’ 
pay is but one-third of the total 
weekly outlay: Twice, the manage- 
ment conferred with the Cuts Board 
at Equity, without coming to an 
agreement. Understood that Equity 
execs regarded reducing salaries as a 
necessary ‘move, but the actors had 
their side of it, too. 

14 Notices 

Meyer W. Weisgal, who heads the 
management, appears to have jum- 
bled the salary situation by handing 
out notices (two weeks) of dismissal 
to 14 in the cast last Friday (5). Re- 
sult was unpleasant feeling back- 
stage, with dimmed chances of 
agreeing on a cut. Number of stage- 
|hands in the enormous crew were 
also let out. He and Crosby Gaige 
are the presenters. 

There are 29 players with speaking 
parts or whose salaries are above the 
minimum and therefore possibly af- 
fected by a salary reduction. Most 
of them attended the Equity sessions. 
They pointed out that there were 
other expenditures which could be 
lowered, such as a $6,000 advertising 
weekly outlay. Actors also contend- 
ed that most of the show’s red was 
piled up before opening, the show 
owing about $40,000, despite the 
$500.000 total expenditure. 

Management, instead of asking for 
a specific percentage cut, made the 
error of putting this up to the actors, 
Weisgal sought a one-third cut and 
later made it 25%, with the actors 
saying they might consider 12144%. 
Weisgal’s answer was to hand out 
dismissal notices, with the idea of 
|; engaging other actors at lower sala- 
ries. 

It is believed, however, that if the 
management again puts it up to the 
players to agree to a reasonable re- 
duction over a period of about six 
weeks they will agree, provided full 
salaries are paid im the event of the 
show climbing to profitable figures. 
Among the items reported not paid 
in any measure are royalties, which 
are 14%. Understood the players 
also suggested there be a cut in that 
direction, too. 

There are 382 persons on the ‘Road’ 
payroll. 





a 





Equity Nixes Irene Browne 
For Irving Cooper Play 


Equity refused te exempt Irene 
Browne, English ictress, from the 
six months lapse rule between en- 
| gagements when Irving Cooper ap- 
plied to the counsel, last week, «“‘2t- 
ing that he wished to engage her 
for a play called ‘Casa Carroll.’ 
Council nixed the idea after the 
young manager stated it was an 
American play, localed in a New 
York brothel. 

Miss Browne came from London 
to appear in ‘The Country Wife.’ 
Equity assented when she switched 
to ‘Promise,’ because of its prine 
cipally British cast. Latter show 





was withdrawn after a short engage- 
the Little, N. Y. 
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Plays On Broadway 





MASQUE OF KINGS 


Drama in three acts presented at Shu- 
bert, N. Y., Feb. 8, '37, by Theatre Guild; 
written by Maxwell Anderson; Henry Hull, 
Dudley Digges, Margo and Pauline Fred- 
erick featured; staged by Philip Moeller; | 
S..50) top. 

. 
Countess Larisch....... @...Claudia Morgan | 
ee. SRRIGs xin caensces' sani Catherine Lawrence 
COUME TRO si 6 ik os cogeethicass Herbert Yost 
Emperor Franz Joseph...... Dudley Digges 
CCUM ir ces oceee etbeceh sus Pierre Chace 
Koinoft bacee se eewene Glenn Anders 
Empress Elizabeth.......Pauline Frederick 
Count Larisch lohn Hoysradt 
a | Ee ae ar ee rg a bijou Fernandez 
Fritz von Bremer...eecee. Alan Hewitt 
Louise seceesees- Elizabeth Young 
D'Orsy int nies ®' eG ces Denjamin Otis 
Loschek . -.-«--Mdward Broadley 
Crown Prince Rudolph. ...Henry Hull 
Brattish b vith Wattee dhe ee « Henry Hull, Jr 
Barone Mary Vetsera....... P Margo 

Archduke John.............Joseph Tolland 
WOODS . coc veecrtcisiovecs is Wyrley I 
An Off I . Frank! Dowr 
ee ee - ee Charl Holder 
a Was « ch eecsesbnecs Hobart Skidmor 
Count Joseph Iloyos......... Leo G. Car l 


_Theatre Guild’s fourth presenta- 
tion on Broadway this season is the | 
most ambitious yet, but its fine writ- | 
ing in blank verse by Maxwell An- 
derson is doubtful of winning more | 
than moderate popularity. 

Author set himself a task in re- | 
vealing the inner workings of an 
Emperor, the power of such a mon- 
arch, the drudgery entailed, and the 
cruelties that go with the sceptre. | 
First act is much too quiet and too 
lengthy; in fact, the script might 
well have been shortened to advan- | 








tage. Second act has some fire, but 
the third act tapers and the play 
ends in tragedy. It is the stage 


session of a historic event. | 

Emperor Franz Joseph of Austria | 
and his son, Crown Prince Rudolph, | 
are the central characters. Prince | 
abhors the iron fist of his father | 
and sides with liberals who plan| 
a revolution. It is their idea to! 
seize Hungary, but there are spies 
within the young group’s midst and 
suddenly all the regiments are sent 
out of Vienna to Hungary. 

They decide on a coup and Vienna 
is taken, the king being placed in a 
cell. But that situation, censored 
from the press, lasts only a few 
hours. Nobles are roused from bed 
and jailed, several being killed. 
Then the prince’s advisers demand 
the death of Franz Joseph, saying 
that is the only solution. 

Prince refuses to give that com- 
mand. He suddenly realizes what it 
means to rule a country and de- 
clares the revolution off. Old man 





Which seems a complete puzzie when 
viewed in its present showing, be- 
cause as done here it is a moving, 
exciting and interesting play. All 
credit for which goes, of necessity, to 
Maurice Evans, a really outstanding 
| player. 

When the records for the season of 
it will be noted that this was a re- 


markable session in Broadway drama 
in that it introduced to these shores 


a number of sterling English players | 


who will linger. Evans played here 


itwice before, once with Katharine 
Cornell in ‘St. Joan’ and not so long 
tago .n the ill-fated ‘St. Helena, on 


But it is as Richard that he 
makes an unforgettable stand. And 
this, too, of course, is the season in 
which Broadway became acquainted 
with John Gielgud, Sir Cedric 
Hardwicke and Roger Livesey. 

It is Maurice Evans, practically 
single handed, who makes of this an 
outstanding proposition. When 


his own. 


| Shakespeare wrote this play he was | 


barely 30 years old and just beginning 


to formulate a real style. It is an 
ungainly, long-winded work, fre- 


quently verbose, more often obtuse. 
It is thus understandable why it isn’t 
seen ofter? and why it hasn't been 
attempted in New York since Edwin 
Booth last tried it at the Fifth Ave. 
theatre. But Evans makes it live and 
makes it mean something. 

Also Evans makes the title role a 
character of real theatrical interest. 
It makes pretty dull reading in the 
school books. But exciting theatre, 
most of the way, via Evans. This 
King Richard wasn’t much of a gent; 
he was a vain, self-conscious, small 
person. Shakespeare doesn’t seem to 
have had much patience with him. 
And yet Shakespeare, as read and 


interpreted by Evans, takes Richard | 


to heart and makes of him a sympa- 


thetic soul; as played by Evans, one | 


doesn’t resent Richard’s stupidity and 
vainglory; one feels sorry for his un- 
fortunate end, instead. 

And the best answer to that is that 


Evans manages to make the title role | 
transcendant, despite the fact that | 


the play’s actually dominating and 
central character is Henry Boling- 
broke. Ian Keith, incidentally, in that 
assignment does mighty well, but is 
swept down in the Evans tidal wave. 

There isn’t room for any other ac- 
tor in Evans’ version of this play. 
Augustin Duncan, however, manages 
the John of Gaunt speeches excel- 
lently, and Lionel Hogarth turns in 


comes forth with full pardons for all| a style interpretation of the scatter- 


concerned and the offer to make} prained Duke of York. 


Rudolph king of Hungary. 


There are 


But the! practically no female characters in 


Prince will have none of ruling and the play, but Olive Deering has a bit 


shoots himself in the same room in| 
which his lover had just suicided. 
Baroness Mary Vetsera was his 
mistress and it is she who utters the 
line that caused talk out of town, 
to the effect that a Prince will not | 
give up an empire for a woman | 


who has been his for the asking. | credited. 


Mary was tossed at the Prince by 
the King and reported back to the 
throne, until she fell in love with! 
Rudolph. 

Romantic factor in the play may 
be its lighter side, bi. it is no gay 
affair. Rudolph wants to divorce 
and wed Mary, Franz Joseph will not 
countenance that. In the end he be- 
rates the girl but, when she dies, he 
realizes they could not be parted. 
Her death act comes on her realiza- 
tion that they will be parted. 

Some _ fine acting punctuates 
“Masque of Kings,’ still another of 
the season’s costume or period plays. 
Henry Hull as the Prince, Dudley 
Digges as the King, Margo as Mary 





and Pauline Frederick as_ the 
estranged empress, are featured. 
First three are given the heavier | 


burdens, with Hull and Digges split- | 
ting the honors of the performance. | 
Margo, piquant as Mary, counts too. | 


Fairly populous’ cast. includes 
Claudia Morgan, Glenn Anders. Her- 


bert Yost, Leo G. Carroll. John Hoys- | 


radt and Edward Broadley. 
Ibee. 


KING RICHARD II 


Tragedy in three acts (17 scenes) by Wil- 


liam Shakespeare; presented by Eddie 
Dowling and Robinson Smith at St. James, 
N. Y.. Feb. 5, ’37; stars Maurice Evans. 
features Ian Keith; staged by Margaret 
Webster; costumes, David Ffolkes; inci- 
dental music, Herbert Menges; $3.30 top. 
meer Geeneed B23 .i< 60ers ceeves Maurice Evans 
John of Gaunt 

TS ae rr err Lionel Hogarth 
Henry Bolingbroke......... ..lan Keith 
Duke of Aumerle.......... Sherline Oliver 
Thomas Mawbray......... William Post, Jr. 
DE en cet crtesdkha os oak *...John Halloran 
| RS .... Everett Ripley 
Green... --Robert K. Adams 


Ear! of Northumberland a 


nS ee Randolph Echols 
SCP CTT TTT TT ETT ....Bram Nogsen 
Lord Willoughby........é Stephen Courtleigh 
OE rere Reynolds Evans 
SE MEE, 6. tase sg ghee 66h Lawrence Murray 
Second Herald..... es Rhys Williams 
Bari of Salisbury. ....0.... .. Lionel Ince 
Sir Stephen Scroop........ Donald Randolph 
NN Ss 6.6 0 0 0.s'0 09 0d06d0400 Whitford Kane 
Second Gardener............ Philip Truex 
Queen to Richard...........-- Olive Deering 
Duchess of Gloucester.........trene Tedrow 
Ladies..... ..Betty Jenckes, Julia Lathrop 


It’s an old theatrical truism that 
the actor makes the play. There has 
never been a more complete illustra- 
tion of that than in this show. One 
of the least known of Shakespeare’s 


plays, ‘King Richard Il’ has not been ger points out that marriage is no | 


Charles Dalton | 


as the Queen which she handles 
okay. 


Margaret Webster has done excel- | 


lently by the direction, keeping | 
things moving neatly. There is an 
exceptionally fine group of sets 


which, for some strange reason, is un- 
Whoever devised it, and 
whoever devised the lighting (also 
uncredited) deserves bends. Kavuf. 


FREDERIKA 





Operetta in three acts presented at Im- 
perial, N. Y., Feb. 4, ’37. by the Struberts; 
score, Franz Lehar: book and _tiyrics. 
adapted by Edward Eliscu; staged by Hae- 
sard Short; dances, Chester Hale; Dennis 
King, Helen Gleason and Ernest ‘Truex 
starred; $5.85 top. 
| Parson BIOM. .cccccccccecet J, Arthur Young 
| Magda BIOR.. i ccccccccscccess tose Winter 
PRO 60 fcokaeseeen ececess Doris Peatston 

Postitiom .cssscccsoccesesess Fred Sherman 


| Countess Scholl, 
Frederika 


Cor ceuceecoscevess Helen Gieason 
JuME-SUVINg...cccccccevsess- George ty ebe 
BO 6n.6daccrwohsseee ees Charl Columbus | 
PRMCRNICER 2.6 3 00006 0 seneds William Newevord 
F .  BPPTSLTTITTiTrrre ty Te Ernest Tue 
WOYTBRG cecvscvecccccsciess George Trabert 
te | Pore TCrTe Tr TT Tiie Dennis Kine 
Herr Gruenwald,........0.. Earl McDonald 
Captain Bmebdel..ccccccssvceed Arthur Vinton 
pe TTT rr rrere Edith King 
Fo tt Pr erreyrerrrirrerere Diana Gavlen 
FPP rITyrTrrTerrre Wesley Bender | 

a ee ree eee Wheeler Dryden 
Hortense........e00000.-Mary Jane Barrett 
Jessica Thorne...... @...Mildred Schroeder | 


Lovers of tne operetta type of mu- 
sical comedy should welcome ‘Fred- 
| erika.’ 


mirable in this presentation to carry 
it along moderately well. 


No operetta by the Shuberts has | Call 


been so richly dressed in a long 
time. No production splurge in the 
|matter of settings, but elaborate pe- 
riod costuming is eye-filling and 


| tation costs. 

Indications are that Hassard Short. 
as the stager, had much to do wit! 
the selection of the wardrobe and 
the undeniable class of the 


to his credit also. Book is kept 
|down, one factor in favor of the| 
‘show. Lehar score is melodious and 


vleasant, numbers being lively for 
the most part. and splendidly sung. 


Operetta was done abroad in a num- |} 


ber of cities, originally 
years ago without 
pressing. 

Story is entirely romantic. havins 
to do with the early life of the great 
noet Goethe. As a student he courted 
Frederika, lovely daughter of a par- 
son, who wanted her to wed a rich 
banker. Soon his fame develops and 

jon the eve of settling down with 


about 10 
especially 


‘Ricky.’ he is summoned to the court | 4 
But the court's messen- | 


at Weimar. 


seen in New York in almost 60 years | for him at this time. 


(since Nov, 29, 1878, to be exact). 


Fight years pass. Goethe is no’ 


coccecceceseLilita Torgerson | 


‘| Miss 


Despite the fact that it is | 
| dated, there is enough that is ad- | 


im- | 


only the poet-laureate but also ti 
minister of finance. Growing weary 
of exacting duties, his thoughts re- 
turn to Frederika and he goes back 
to marry her. Again his plan is 
| thwarted, for the duke arrives to 
offer him the premiership. It is 
| Ricky who urges him to accept, and 
who says she will wait for him. 
Historically this may be correct, 
but the play ends there and Goethe's 
| later marriage to his housekeeper is 
;not shown. 
| Dennis King gives grace and * 


while Helen Gleason is equally ex- 
| cellent vocally in the title role. Ern- 
est Truex, making his first appear- 
jance in a costume show, has the 
comedy assignment as Lenz, loyal 
friend of Goethe. He manages to 
lighten the story, but there is no 
hearty comedy in this operetta, any 
more than there is in most such. 
‘Frederika’ is made poetic by Ed- 
ward Eliscu, both in lines and lyrics, 


it being one of his best stage contri- | 


butions. Orchestrations of Hilldin 
Anderson and William Weaver also 
stand out. There is a limited amount 
of dancing, but one of Chester Hale's 
| ensembles was encored at the open- 
ing. 

Show has a male chorus of 18, n 
over used by any means. 

Miss Gleason's standout number 
| ‘One,’ is reprised several times dur- 
|ing the verformance. King’s maior 
; solo is ‘Rose in the Heather,’ ‘Rising 
| Star.” sung by King and George Tra- 
bert, ‘Out in the Sun,’ warbled by 
Doris Patston, George Dobbs and 
Charles Columbus, and ‘I Askec 
Heart,’ handled by Miss Gleason, ari 
highlights of the score. Ibee. 


BE SO KINDLY 


1936-'37 in New York are computed, | voice to the handsome young Goethe, | 


Inside Stufflest 


Rosamond Pinchot and Sam Jaffe on the Thursday morning department 
store broadcast over WOR and affiliated stations, spoke for six minutes 
about ‘The Eternal Road’. Statistics and information poured from their 
lips in an interview with Lawrence Grey, emcee. Script tried for a lisht 
touch, but what came threugh the loudspeakers was rapid-fire talkins 
perhaps too much so for perfect reception at 9:30 a.m. Among the inter. 
esting things revealed was that: Max Reinhardt had a production book of 
2,631 pages for the musical drama; the score has been recorded on two se». 
arate sound tracks and, for further protection in case of breakdown. a spe- 
ial score is on hand for the small orchestra, which playing for the intima: 
scenes, in a room under the stage of the Manhattan Opera House. has i: 
music piped up through loudspeakers; the stagehands wear black ho. 
robes and shoes, permitting them to walk out on the 
changes without the audience seeing them. 








e 


S 


stage for scene 


‘Frederika,’ which opened at the Imperial, N. Y., last week, is spotted in 
the same theatre as housed several of Broadway’s operetta hits, including 
*“Rose-Marie’ and “The New Moon.’ Former earned a total of $2.225.000 
inclusive of road appearances. 

Helen Gleason of the Metropolitan Opera, who is making her legit debut 
in ‘Frederika,’ appeared last summer with the St. Louis opera compan 
‘Merry Widow’ presentation. 
| the present engagement. 

Although ‘Frederika’ is presented under the name of the Messrs. Shubert 

the show’s presentation is strictly J. J. Shubert’s venture. Likewise J. J. 

had no part in ‘The Show Is On,’ Winter Garden, which also has the plural 

billing. 
Lee Shubert is still in Florida recuperating from illness. 


J» 


On the strength of that showing she secured 





George Somnes, who has announced himself as a producer with Helen 
G. Bonfils this wife and owner of The Denver not a former 
stage manager as referred to, but a director. He is known in the Middle 
West as the director of the Indianapolis Stuart Walker Co., a post which 
he held for some eight years or so. Following that he 
years as a director for Paramount in Hollywood. 

Prior to his Indianapolis interlude he was known as both director and 
actor on Broadway. He still acts occasionally, last time being in ‘Libel.’ 
Last summer he directed the Elitch Gardens Stock Co, in Denver, where 
| he met his wife. 

His first production, presented under the corporate name of Bonfils & 
Somnes, Inc., will be Kenyon Nicholson and Raymond Van Sickel’s ‘Sun 
| Kissed.’ Somnes will direct it. 


Post) is 


spent several 


Gilbert Miller production of ‘Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse,’ currently in 
| rehearsal, will not premiere at the Maryland, Baltimore, during the week 


Faree in three acts (four scenes) by Sara 
Sandberg presented by Richard Skinner | 
and Hope Lawder in issociation with 
Aldrich and Myers, at Little, N. Y Fel 
8. ‘ST; staged by Kenneth MackKenna 
$3.30 top 
at errr rr, Angela Jacobs 

|} Clarisse Kadan............ Jeanne Greene | 

er eR es ok de aaa e ot Eva Langbord | 
BEC. TOGA. . ca sccceccecsces Francis Pierlot 
Saree  SeOt.. « cs4 ceeseaeee ed Albert Hayes 

| Miss Payne ..Jane Dewey 

| Me MAAN 6 ov 8.60 6 Ceeweeeesen aa John Call 

| Shirley Lefkowitz. .....ccee0; Edith Tachna 

| Edith Martingon. ...ciscceses sd Judith Barry 


David Friedsam.... 


This is a sort of series season on 
Broadway. First there 
; plays on military schools; two plays 
| were announced on Napoleon, only 
| one of which showed up; there were 


were several other such. 


| Jewish life, ‘Be So Kindly,’ with a 


| second, ‘Having a Wonderful Time’ | 


due next week. Except that ‘Be So 
Kindly’ isn’t likely to be competition 
to anything much for any length of 
time. 

Title was switched at the last min- 
; ute from ‘In Gold We Trust,’ and 
without much improvement. Some 
sort of switching was obviously in- 


dicated, but_it should have been on | 


‘the play itself, rather than merely 
| its cognomen. 

Based on the travails of the mid- 
dle strata Jews of New York, those 
living on the West 80's, there are a 
number of sly observations and a 
few genuine glimpses of that sector. 
There are also a few genuine laugh 
lines. But there are not enough of 
either to make up for the many dull 
moments. 

Mrs. Kadan is interested solely in 
getting her growing brood well mar- 
ried, well, 
| course. Entire family lives in one or 
| another strata of four-flushery with 
| the notion of catching the wealthiest 
possible young men for the two 
| girls and a wealthy girl for the boy. 
Naturally, all the plans go amiss, but 
all manages to end well. 
Sandberg, a first play 
authoress,. ought to do worth-while 
work some day if she improves on 





the strain shown here and can 
manage to avoid common pitfalls. 
With doctoring even this could 


have been made okay. 

Not only, however, was the play 
not doctored, but it was miscast. 
| Neither Angela Jacobs nor Francis 
Pierlot as 
| convincing. 


; 


Jeanne Greene is ex- 
cellently cast as the oldest girl and 
Albert Haves as her young lawver 
| catch is Gitto. But no one else im- 
| presses as really belonging. John 
in a comedy assignment does 
| well despite the fact it is mighty 
difficult to accept his Irish freckled 
mugg as that of a Jewish lad. 

| It's a one-setter and cheap to 


bs sh oheed ol Augustin Duncan | probably the major item in-presen- | Operate, with no cast names to worry 


|} about. Therefore it might linger a 
bit to small coin, but that’s hardly 
likely. Keuf. 


AND NOW GOODBYE 


Comedy 


show is} 


jrama in three acts presented at 


John Golden, N. Y. (formerly Mesque) 
Keb. 2, '37. by John Golden: adapted fram 
James Hilton's novel of same name by 
Philip Howard; Philip Merrivale starred 
| Marguerite Churchill featured; staged by 

teginald Bach: 85.20 ton, 

Rev. Howat Fre antle....Philip Me ile 
| Mary Freemantl ...Margaret Anderson 
Fllen...s. ceeceesceseee Marie de Becker 
a, PP re Kathryn Collier 
ID) oo a. Se ae Richie Line 
Mrs. Ire Sf Pr rerTr rr Hiléa Plowrjcht 
cs. BROW. cevetsebeassene Horas Sinelaly 
Pa SNES, soucdsedevedues ..Edgar Ken 
Mre. Ciarland Tre ..-Ruath Vivian 
Mlizabeth G land,...Marcuerite mrchill 
| Waiter Thoma Ba 
fiss Potts Eda Heinemann 


Novels do not tuinish the easiest 
material for dramatis‘s to work with 
and the playwright: emphasized 


were three | 


two concurrent ‘Hamlets,’ and there | 
And now | 
comes the first of two comedies on | 


meaning financially, of | 


momma and poppa are | 


| of Feb. 22 as previously planned, but will get its pre-Broadway burnish- 
ing in Toronto. 

Attraction could not be fitted onto the stage of the Maryland, or the 
adjoining indie Auditorium. In an effort to make certain that it was 
impossible to hang ‘Clitterhouse’ in either of the two sites. Miller sent 
Raymond Sovey, who designed the production, down to Baltimore to check 
stage measurements. Verdict was no. 


Martin Jones, who bought in on ‘Hey, Diddle, Diddle,’ then changed his 
mind, was summoned to Magistrate’s Court Monday (8) to explain the 
| check transaction connected with the deal. Case was postponed one week 
at the instance of Frederick E. Goldsmith, representing Anne Nichols, who 
produced the show. 

Jones gave Miss Nichols a check for $5,000, but it bounced, 
notation being that it was returned on account of uncollected funds. 

Two writers and three directors on the 20th-Fox lot are financing the 
New York production of Lew Pollack and Sidney .D. Mitchell’s musical 
play, ‘Flicker Follies.’ 

Pollack is coming on from the Coast within 
arrangements for a theatre and cast. 
cilled in for the cast. 


bank’s 





a short time to make 
Several film names have been pen- 


Harry Levy, former legit box-office man in New York, who went to 
the Coast last year, is reported improved after an operation for cataracts, 
which had considerably impaired his vision. His brother is of the vaude 
team of Shaw and Lee. 

Levy was aided by the Treasurers’ Club, which gives sick members $25 
weekly for 12 weeks annually. ‘ 


—————————— 


| Settings of ‘The Country Wife,’ which closes at the Miller, N. Y., this 
week, will be crated and sent back to England, where the scenery was 
| designed and made. 

Production was brought over under bond and understood the duty 
would exceed the cost of re-shipment. 








wreck. He tells the doctor the real 
story, how he and Elizabeth were 


fidelity handicaps its stage effective- 
ness too much. That seems to apply 


to ‘And Now Goodbye.’ i the way to get his visas for the 
| Another barrier for the new|trip to Vienna, how she left him in 
'drama’s chances is its set of char-|the dining car to get their things, 
lacters, too many of whom are! how there was a crash and fire dur- 
middle-aged. In the cast of 12, there! ing which she was killed and all 
are only two young people. De-| identifications destroyed. 





spite the skill with which the story 
is enacted, it is questionable. 


Wreck is a story, for the play it- 
self is much too quiet and uneventful 


Rev. Howat Freemantle, in his|to catch popular fancy. Second act. 
parsonage at Browdley, England,| which has Philip Merivale and 
leads a placid existence, even though | Marguerite Churchill as the only 
his duties are exacting. His wife is| characters, except for a few mo- 


worrysome and not so well. His 
only real companion is his physician, 
who tells the cleric he should get 
away to London for a week-end. 
, That seems impossible to the parson 
until a minor scandal about Eliza- 
beth Garland is reported. It seems 
she was seen entering a train with 
a man. 
Parson is 


ments when a waiter appears, is . e 
best. Both are adequate, though not 
especially skillfull in ‘And Now 
Goodbye.’ So are most of the other 
actors, but the title is nevertheless 
better than the play. Ibee. 








THIRSTY SOIL 


berated by the girl's 


father, who figures he (the rev.)| Drama in three acts presented at 48th 
may have been partly responsible. |=‘. N- ¥.. Feb. 3. 'a7, by E. Joha Brandis 
All the good man had done was to] hy Resmond Bona: ple a eee Have 
teach Elizabeth German. Learning | den. ila aes tse 

Loft her whereabouts, the minister! silas Warner............... Raymond | 1 
visits Elizabeth in London. He | Mra. Warmer......cccscecss Maude Allen 
quickly discovers that the other man we WAPNOD. coc eeeee scene ected og 
was just her violin teacher, and also|juje Warnes 7 — pa 
|fints out the why of the German! mr. Hura....000.0 ITT: Robert The 

| lessons. Girl plans to take more | !’rimrose Hurd.... Greta Grans 


complete music lessons in Vienna. 
Maybe the novel makes it all more 


Last winter, when Broadway was 


plausible, but Freemantle should} starting its little cycle of mise 
have known that during these hours | dramas, Beverly Hills took on one 
[he was the girl's preceptor. They | the Bliss-Hayden little theatre It 
!spend the afternoon and evening} was the same ‘Thirsty Soil’ which 
together, gay in their fashion, but|nOw arrives on Broadway, where 
quite innocent. When it comes time | has no more indicated chances than 
for him to go, Elizabeth wants him/|the others, or its immediate prede- 
to stay. They talk the night throu’ | cessor at the 48th Street— Around 
‘and. in the morning, the reverend} the Corner.’ 

realizing they are in love, plans As a little theatre play, Raymond 
| elopement. Bond's tragedy of the drousht area 


believably effective and seems 
the solemn cleric is hailed a hero.| possessed of more drama than some 


ihaving saved five lives in a train (Continued on page 62) 


| Back in his study for the last act, | is 


<< 
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Maurice Evans’ King Richard IP 
Ovation, Follows Gielgud Acclaim 





7 


One of longest of ovations of the 
season greeted epening night per- 
formance of ‘King Richard II’ at the 
St. James, N. Y., last week (4). — It 
was a surprise all around, including 
the management, since the Shake- 
speare play had not been seen in 
New York since 1878 and was gen- 
erally passed up as one of the least 
likely (commercially) of the Bard’s 
opuses. 

Show got a hearty send-off from 
the critics and met with immediate 
b.o. response, both Saturday shows 
having a number of standees. It was 
the performance of the title role by 
Maurice Evans, English actor, which 
especially called forth enthusiasm, 
making the second time this season 
for that type of demonstration. Ear- | 
lier in the season, at the same the- 
atre, Jhon Gielgud, also English, ran 
up long-run and b.o. records in the | 
title role of ‘Hamlet.’ 

Max Gordon brought Evans over | 
from England for ‘St. Helena’ earlier | 
in the season. Actor impressed in 
that. too, but the play couldn’t make 
the b.o. grade. Gordon was about to 
sponsor ‘Richard’ but ducked with 
Robinson Smith stepping in. Smith | hietuins 
then arranged a tie-up with Eddie | mer eCen 
Dowling, the duo being billed as pre- 
senters, and the show going into 
Dowling’s theatre, the St. James. 

Credits Missing 

Billing for the show at the open- 
ing did not include credit for the de- 
signer of the sets, which steamed up 





Scenic Artists’ Union <¢ arly | 
the Scenic Artists’ Union and nearly | eral idea is to form a string of com- | 


caused a clash. Fred Marshall, sec- 
retary of the Union, made a demand 
on Smith that billing must be stuck 
on pronto or else. It is still being 
argued. 

Understood that Smith engaged Da- 
vid Ffolks, an Englishman, for the job. 


Since Ffolks does not belong to the | 


union, he was credited in the pro- 
gram only as the designer of the 
costumes. Union shop (Alliance Stu- 
Gio) built the sets and is credited 
that way. Union now declares that 


Robert Barnhart of the Alliance Stu- | 


dio must be billed as the designer as 
weil and it is likely that the dispute 
will be settled in that way. 

Last time ‘Richard’ was seen in 
New York was at the Fifth Avenue 
theatre (still up, but burley now) on 
Nov. 29, 1878, when Edwin Booth 
played it. Records available seem 
to indicate that, before its present 


showing, it played only 10 perform- ! 


ances in all in New York, having 
been introduced by James W. Wal- 
lack at the Park theatre in 1819 for 
one performance only. In England 
it is seen more frequently and it has 


been played on the road in the U. S. | 


on more occasions than in N, Y., al- 
though, again, not very often. 


‘L’Aiglon’ ‘Suit Dropped 


Old suit 





involving Lee Shubert, 


Eva LeGallienne; Arch Selwyn and | 


Harold B. Franklin over the play, 


‘L’Aiglon’ was dismissed Monday (8) | 
Judge John C. | 


by N. Y. Federal 
Knox for lack of prosecution. 
Winifred Ashton, agent, and 
Clemence Dane and Richard Addin- 
sell filed the action in 1934 claiming 
the defendants appropriated the play 
which Dane and Addinsell wrote. 
Doubleday, Doran, publishers, 
also involved in the action as de- 
fendant. Frankwyn Productions pre- 
sented Miss LeGallienne in the play. 


‘Diddle’ Folding for 
Pre-Broadway Revise 


Notice of closing of ‘Hey, Diddle, 





Diddle’ was posted Monday (8) in|} 


Washington. Show has been trying 
out for several weeks but its pre- 
senter, Anne Nichols, decided that 
cast and script revisions were neces- 
sary before bringing it to Broadway. 
Conway Tearle, who came on from 
the Coast to play the lead, will prob- 
ably leave the cast. Lynne Overman 
being mentioned to succeed him. 


‘Cellini’ in Hariford 
Hartford, Feb. y. 

‘Cellini,’ chronicle play in verse 
by Joseph Lee Walsh, opened a 
week's run Friday (6) at the Palace 
theatre here as a Federal Theatre 
Project. 

Play had its premiere at Bridge- 
port about a month ago. Following 
the performance here, a midnight 
reception for the author was held 
at the Hotel Bond. Few attended the 
opening, due to no advance sale and 
poor weather conditions, 


was | 





FTP’s Flood Relief 


For the past two weeks col- 
lections for the flood sufferers 
have been taken up in all the- 
atres with WPA shows. In 
some instances the donations 
have exceeded the gross of the 
show, especially in spot book- 
ings. Over $2,300 col- 
lected in the first two weeks. 

Donations are in sealed con- 
tainers, treasurers of the houses 


Was so 


turning them over to Lyle D. 
Andrews, agent-cashier of the 


Federal Theatre Project in New 
York, who delivers the coin 
boxes to the Red Cross each 
morning. 


NATL THEATRE 
STILL IN WIND 











National Theatre and 


| 


| 


| 
| 


Theatrical P. A.’s 


i 
i 


| 


Shows in Rehearsal 





‘Storm Over Baikie’ (‘Storm in a 
Teacup’ )—Theatre Guild. 

‘Excursion’—John C, Wilson. 

‘Driftwood’—Eugene Kerry. 

‘Sun Kissed’—Bonfils and Somnes. 

‘The Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse’— 
Gilbert Miller. 


‘Now You’ve Done It?’ — Brock | 
Pemberton. 
‘The Meal Ticket’— Aldrich and 


Myers. 


‘Having Wonderful Time’ — Marc 


Connelly. 


‘In a Nutshell’—Lawrence Rivers. | 


‘London Assurance’ 
Barbara Robbins. 
‘Marching Song’—Theatre Union. 


(revival )— 


Oppose General 
Unionization Idea 


With the idea of attracting legit, 
picture and radio press agents into a 


| new organization with union plans, a 


Academy, which secured a charter | 


from Congress over a year ago and 
ese happened, has been reor- 
| ganized, original aims of the project 
| having been revised. Those presently 
j} interested say it will not attempt 
| production of plays, nor compete 
with the commercial theatre. Gen- 


|munity theatres throughout’ the 
| country, with amateur and college 
| groups involved. 

| A, Conger Goodyear, now head of 
| the group, proposes a repertory the- 
jatre for’ the New York World’s 
| Fair, 
| passed on the matter as yet. 
| mentioned is a repertory company 
| for Broadway. 

| When the National Theatre was 


chartered, a flock of socialites were | 
raise $1,- 


who were to 
; 000,000. No money is known to have 
been actually subscribed. 


| mentioned, 


Current Road Shows 


(WEEK OF FEB. 8) 

Ballet Russe, Temple, Tacoma, 
9: Capitol, Yakima, Wash., 10; 
Fox, Spokane, 11; Pinney, Boise, 
12; Kingsbury, Salt Lake, 13. 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ 
Phoenix, 8; Rialto, 
Plaza, El Paso, 10; 
Paramount, 


Orpheum, 
Tucson, 9; 
travel, 11; 
Austin, 12; Texas, 
| San Antonio, 13. 
| ‘Brother Rat,’ 
| Haven. 

‘Dead End,’ Nixon, Pittsburgh. 
| D’Oyly Carte Repertory, Er- 
| langer, Chicago. 
| 


Shubert, New 


‘Enemy of the People,’ (Wal- 
ter Hampden), Shubert, Newark, 
11-12-13. 

‘First Lady,’ (Jane Cowl) Ar- 
cadia, Wichita, 8; travel, 9; Au- 
ditorium, Colorado Springs, 10; 
Auditorium, Denver, 11-13. 

‘Follies,’ Grand, Chicago. 


‘Glory For All,’ Erlanger, 
Philadelphia. 

‘Great Waltz,’ Auditorium, St. 
Paul. 

‘Hamlet,’ (Gielgud) Shubert, 
Boston. 

‘Hamlet,’ (Leslie Howard) 


| Biltmore, Los Angeles. 
‘Hey, Diddle, Diddle,’ Belasco, 
Washington. 

‘Idiot’s Delight,” (Lunt and 
Fontanne) Forrest, Philadelphia. 

‘In a Nutshell,’ Ford's Balti- 
more. 

‘Jane Eyre,’ (K. 
American, St. Louis. 
‘Leaning on _ Letty,’ 

Road), Selwyn, Chicago. 


Hepburn) 


(Post 


‘Mulatto,’ Locust, Philadel- 
phia. 

Nazimova Repertory, Hanna, 
Cleveland. 

‘On Your Toes, Cass. Detroit. 

‘Pride and Prejudice,’ Chest- 


nut, Philadelphia. 


‘Reflected Glory,’ (Tallulah 
Bankhead) National, Washing- 
ton. 

‘Return of Hannibal, Geary, 


San Francisco. 

Ruth Draper, Parkway, Madi- 
son, 11; Davidson, Milwaukee, 
12-13. 

‘Tobacco Road’ Lynchburg, 
W. Va., 10; Roanoke. 11-13. 

‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 

| Harris, Chicago. 


meeting was held Tuesday evening 
(9) at American Advertising Guild 
in N. Y. It was proposed to either 


join with the Newspaper Guild or | 


| secure a charter from the American 
| Federation of Labor. 


but the expo execs have not | 
Also | 


It was known, however, that the 
leading show publicists are opposed 
to any labor affiliations. Group of 
the better known agents got together 
last week with plans calling for an 
independent organization designed to 
handle the pass situation and other 
matters pertaining to the p. a. field. 

Announcement naming the Guild 
officers included the names of speak- 
ers, who later declared themselves 
out and stated they would not attend. 
Guild consists of those employed in 
space buying, department store ad- 


| vertising and commercial and indus- 


trial publicity. 


Guild’s plan to unionize may be | 


blocked if amusement p.a.’s are in- 


cluded, because there is such a union, | 
| formed several years ago by Theo- | 


dore Mitchell and others. Union also 
takes in company managers and 
treasurers, but has not been active. 

Theatrical Press Represetnatives’ 
Association likewise has not been ac- 
tive recently, but may be revived 
by those p.a.’s opposed to the union 
idea. 





Detroit Starts Again 


Detroit, Feb. 9. 
‘Around the Corner’ reopens the 
local WPA theatre project Wednes- 
day (17), after more than three 
months’ idleness. Pop prices will pre- 


vail at the Peoples Theatre, new 
WPA home. 

Local project, which has been 
undergoing reorganization, is now 


under the supervision of Fred E. 
Morrow, former head of the Texas 
WPA projects. Cast, under direction 
of Herschell Mayal, includes Douglas 
Wright, Helen Budd, Halbert Brown, 
J. Richard. Gamble, Henry Craig 
Neslo, Peggy Fenn, Edward Masson, 
Alma Brock, Chester Adams, David 
Carnes and John Matthew. 





| 
| 
| on him, and, says Perlman, the 





Laughing Gas 





Hollywood, Feb. 9. 

William Perlman, out of Fed- 
eral Theatre Project in L. A., 
testifying before Federal in- 
vestigators on ouster proceed- 
ings against F. D. Howard Mil- 
ler, declared since proceedings 
began he’s getting 
calls daily. 
form of a belly 


threatening 
Threats took 
laugh 
time he picked up receiver and 
said ‘hello.’ 

Bellylaugher 


phone 


every 


then hung up 





third 
down. 


degree is getting him 








‘TOBACCO ROAD 
‘HEADING SOUTH 


{ 








‘Tobacco Road,’ in its third season 
on tour, will invade the South for | 
the. first time. Drama, now in the) 


‘ing $8,750. 
| awards 


Film Companies Contend That 
The ‘Bureau of New Plays Has at 
Least Unearthed New Talent 


Picture companies have decided to 
stick by the Bureau of New Piays, 
despite bitter critieism of it in legit 
and academic circles last week. Bu- 
reau was started by film companies 
last summer to develop new play- 


wr.ting talent, with a number of 
schclarships and fellowships set up 
for novitiate scribes who submit to 
the bureau what are considered 


worthwhile play scripts, 
contest ended Feb. 1, with 
sters getting the awards 
started pronto. 

Film companies chipped in equal 
amounts for the prize money, total- 
Immediately after the 
were made last week, and 
papers sent out to the various win- 
ners, complications arose. Robert 
Wetzel, a graduate of the University 
of Michigan, who had won $2,500. re- 
turned the check, pointing out that 
he had ‘been misinformed” on terms 
involved. Janet Marshall of the De- 
partment of Drama, Yale, also re- 
turned her $500 win for the same 
reasons. To top it all, Walter Prich- 
ard Eaton, head of Yale’s Drama De- 
partment, publicly withdrew his 


First vear's 
Six vounge 


Trouble 


|; name as one of the sponsors of the 


annual contest, claiming he’ had been 
induced to be there via ‘commercial 


| 166th week at the Forrest, N. Y., was | chicanery.’ 


| tested last week at Norfolk and | 
| Richmond by a road company and | 
| drew excellent support. 

Show grossed apprcximately $13,- 
000 on the week. Colonial, Norfolk, | 
demanded a rental of $900 for three | 
days, but the show was quoted get- 
ting $6,812 and the management} 
sought a return date on 
terms. 
played on the usual percentage ar- 
ragenement. 

Reporter assigned to cover the 
show in Norfolk wrote that 
‘the worst thing done to Georgia 
since Sherman marched through.’ 

‘Road’ is currently playing a split 
week, going to Pittsburgh next week 
and then returning to the South. 


20%, ‘Waltz’ Cut 


Chicago, Feb. 9. 
Cast of ‘Great Waltz,’ at the Au- 
ditorium here last week, has taken 
a salary slice of approximately 20%. 
Cut is in effect for an indef period. 
While business was fine on its re- 
turn trip here, b.o. results have been 
spotty elsewhere, with plenty of 
overhead on the large cast and big 
jumps. : 








Future Plays 


‘Girl from Hohokus,’ musical com- 
edy by Arthur Swanstrom, taken by 
Jack Curtis for production next fall. 





‘Susan and God,’ by Rachel 
Crothers, being readied by John 
Golden. 


bought by Libby Holman and Leon- 
ard Sillman for fall production. 








Coast FTP Probe Is Finished; 
L.A. Didn't Know It Had Started 








Los Angeles, Feb. 9. 


Widely advertised investigation 


| into the administrative angles of the 
| Los Angeles Federal Theatre Project, 


idle of last 


| be pretty 
| probe. 
| workers anxiously 


announced as scheduled for the mid- 
week b, Mrs. Mary S. 
Isham, in charge of women’s and 
professional divisions for the Works 
Progress Administration, 
much cf an 
While execs 


undercover 
and project 
awaited the ar- 
rival here of Mrs. Isham, dispatched 
by Mrs. Ellen S. 
sistant administrator of the 
following a demand 
trator Harry L. Popkin 


Thomas F. Ford, it de- 


upon 


Adminis- 


gressman 


veloped Jast Thurscay 


Isham had been here, concluded het 
probe and departed 

Interested parties threw up their 
hands in cespair at this announce- 


ment, which was n 


S. Triggs, WPA fiel 


ade bv C.ayton 
d worker from 


proved to | 


Woodward, as- | 
WPA, | 


— 


Salt Lake, who lent more mystery 
to the situation by announcing that 
on Tuesday (9) he would make a full 
report of the findings brought out 
by Mrs. Isham’s quiz and the in- 
vestigation concluded last week by 
| W. H. Kinler, Jr., «f the San Fran- 
cisco WPA staff. 

This announcement drew from 
| Kinler a statement that Triggs was 
in no position to divulge the outcome 
|of the Kinler probe, as he had not 
had any opportunity to see the tes- 
timony. 

Will-o’-the-Whisp 
Isham has brought < 
protests, with 
Howard Miller 
clamoring for 
tigation. 

Meanwhile Miller, due home from 
Washington this week, is reported to 
|} have advised local execs of the 
| project that he is not worried as to 
| the outcome of any probes. 








| 
probe by Mrs. 
storm of fresh 
opponents of the J. 
western regime now 
a congressional ves- 


‘Periphery’ by Frantifek Langner | 


| Dramatists’ Guild. 


sharing | 
Last half at Richmond was | 


Dr. Eaton’s Diatribe 

In a lengthy statement, Dr. Eaton 
pointed out that the winners of the 
contest could not hope to see their 
plays produced, since the terms in- 
volved were opposite to those of the 
He felt, he said, 
that motion picture interests thus 
had tricked young people into aspir- 
ing hopelessly and signing over op- 


| tions at ‘unreasonable and unrepre- 


it was 


sentative terms.’ 
Film company story eds in New 
York got together on the matter 


| Monday night and decided to carry 


on, nevertheless, insisting that their 
proposals and terms were above- 


| board, even though opposed to Dram- 


| atists’ Guild terms. 


Film companies 


|}are not friendly with the Guild at 


present. They also point out that 


/over 200 plays were sub-nitted and 





| Feb. 18, 


that the least they had accomplished 
was to smoke out some new writing 


| talent, whether they or other theatre 


channels profit thereby. 

Meantime Broadway legit mane 
agers continue to agree with Dr. 
Eaton that there is nothing of come 
mercial value or theatrical value 
(from a legit standpoint) in the 
whole business. 





Clerics to Review 
‘Mulatto’ After Philly 
Mayor Bans the Play 


Philadelphia, Feb. 9. 

Skedded for the Locust Monday 
(8), Langston Hughes’ play, ‘Mulatto,’ 
was banned by Mayor S. Davis Wil- 
son after he had been told by his 
secretary, Louis Wilgarde, also a 
member of the Board of Censors ap- 
pointed by the Mayor last season to 
judge the morals of legit plays, that 
‘Mulatto’ was ‘indecent.’ Mayor said 
the play, advertised as a ‘daring 
drama of sex life in the South,’ is an 
‘outrageous affront to decency and 
particularly outrageous in this period 
of Lent.’ 

Stories that the show wouldn't go 
on appeared ‘n late editions of Mon- 
day papers, but more than 600 per- 
sons turned up anyhow. 

Today, Mayor Davis arranged for 
a special showing of the play tomor- 
row morning ‘Wednesday ) for a jury 
consisting of a rabbi, a Catholic 
priest and a Protestant minister. If 
they okay it, show can open pronto 
and will play an immediate special 
matinee performance. 


Mpls. Gets 1st Show 

Minneapolis. Feb. 9. 
Minneapolis gets its first legit road- 
show drama of the current season 
when Katharine Hepburn 
in ‘Jane Eyre’ comes into the Met- 

ropoliten for three performances. 
Except for re-routing 
tated by flood conditions in 
South, the town probably 





necessi- 
the 
wouldn't 


even have landed this attraction. 
However Ziegfield ‘Follies’ and 
‘First Lady’ are late winter or early 


bilities 
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-Show wilk need several 
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Plays Out of Town 





GLORY FOR ALL 


Philadelphia, Feb. 8. 

Play in three acts (four scenes) by Na 
Perrin. Presented by George Jessel. 
duced at Erlanger theatre, 
Feb. % "37. Setting, P. 
staged by Frank Craven and 
Dominick...ccccececcece Charles 
Bddie....sese 
Horseface. 


Dodd Ackerman 


Jessel, 


La 






eee-Harry Be 


llave 
aye 





Sea: ,.. ***"j. Ascher Smith | Ulous mother is a minor classic. 
dl, SS Hee chegebet flames Lane| Ruth Lee is okay as the mistress ! 
Himchey....++sereceseeeeeees- ++ Sack Irw of a disreputable house who pays 
SEES PROB.» 0 cece eosoosneotons See Hogan for protection and doesn't} ;.); 
Peggy Sullivan....+ee. ese--Kate Warriner |} — 
‘Honest’ John Hogan...,Donalad MacBride | 8€t It. : 
Fanny LaMonte.....ccccccscces: Ruth Lee} Single set is excellent. 
Ae NN, soo ceesdaest James | “ lay’s got a chance but needs 
vo Tobe - ld I | Tot -e 
~ . B ae Pe 4 BOSORRRe Sy Es a a * | plenty of work. Waters. 
Winters..........Montgomery Harmon, J: | 
eR a Cecelia Loftus | 
Man of Parole Board..... Mareus Jefferson | 
cae at Fie Buerd..... Maren Jeter A POINT OF HONOR 
PEON. Sine dine 0 dp'ceeeese Hobert Ga , . 
Hinsaabibess ark ek va = cannett Philadelphia, Feb. 4. 
Sin vee vecbedic ceacvbaee ..S. Lotito | Drama in two acts by Jo Eisinger and | 
Bert. sve . .La Oliver | Stephen Van Gluck. Produced and staged 
jp. eres eres see ...John Craven | by Luther Greene at Erlanger, Qhila- | 
‘Gunner’ Morgan. .ccccseces: Thomas Dillon | @delphia, Feb. 2, "37; settings and costumes 
PERORIOM, 5. < cs Ks snare eeee-Frank Coletti | Kate Drain Lawson, 
a ee ee ecess-Charles H. Moore 
This comedy, highly regarded in | Hannah, Arnold..ecccceees.-Florence Reed 
: -. ig dee, 8 Peggy Shippen...eccceccesess Lillian Emerson 
script, and of which Jack Benny, - sas aes 
. Joseph Reed....ce. eccesece+-- Lewis Martin 
George Burns and Bert Wheeler, | Benedict Arnold...cccesees Wilfrid Lawson | 
among others, are said to have slices, | David Franks....ssecssese-..A. J. Herbert 
Was given a very rough and uneven Pare EVO sasenssseet. a Ne gg eee 
: J é Gre. cess ee eeteees Lye 70uUg 
performance here and only im- os9 . ns 


pressed midly, although there is no 


denying its possibilities. 

Play has plenty of funny situa- 
tions, some actually in slapstick 
mold, but much of its dialog needs 
polishing and alteration, if for noth- 
ing else than to get away from so 
many trite amd hackneyed phrases 
and theatrical cliches, 

That, some cast changes, and some 
more direction; are vitally needed. 
weeks of 
polishing on the road before tempt- 
ing Broadway. 

It’s a political yarn, done in the 
fast and furious ‘Boy Meets Girl’ 
tempo, but strangely reminiscent, 
except for its broad lines and ma- 
chine-gun pace, of that school of 
political melos of 25 or more years 
ago, when “The Man of the Hour,’ 
*The Boss’ and such-like were giving 
us crooked politicians, reform can- 
didates and election day scenes. 

Central character is ‘Honest’ John 
Hogan, organization boss of any 
large city. Scene ig his private 
offices, which combine such invalu- 


Pro- 
Philadelphia, 


Torre 
«e--Hayden Rorke 


give a_erackerjack performance. 
James R. Waters is amusing as the 
t| Jewish father and Kate Warriner is 
attractive as the girl, but probably 
"| though she only has two scenes, must 
be accredited to Cissie Loftus, whose 


; depiction of ‘Gunner’ Morgan’s bib- 








Local crix swarmed all over this 
one. Play deserves a hand on its 
sincerity and on the ease and sym- 
pathy of its writing. From the box- 
office standpoint though, it must be 
written down as a very bad risk. 

Plays about the Revolutionary War 
have long been been hoodooed 


is no exception. Also it is back 
of the eight-ball at the very start be- 
cause it deals with Benedict Arnold 
and attempts to partially excuse his 
desertion from the Colonial ranks. 
As a matter of fact, the young au- 
thors of ‘A Point of Honor’ are 
entirely within their rights in their 
conception of the character, despite 
the calumnies heaped upon Arnold 
in school-books. Modern historians 
have pretty well clinched the fact 


zen’s reaction to Benedict Arnold is 
decidedly unfavorable. 


gives promise of soon being able to | 


the best portrayal of the evening, al- | 


that Arnold had great provocation 
for his ill-advised act of treachery. 
Nevertheless, Ejisinger and Van| 


Gluck are up against a high barrier | 
to start with, since the average citi- | 








able sporting adjuncts as pool tables, 
slot machines and marble games. 
Hogan’s followers are a weird bunch, 
horse players, racketeers and some 
actual crooks. Hogan is trying to re- 
elect Mayor Tobey, rhaps one of 





the most fatuous characters ever | 
presented on any stage. Hogan| 
makes his big mistake when he| 


allows a doting Jewish father named 
Abe Felstein to buy (for $12,000) a 
judgeship for the younger Felstein, 
who is only a young lawyer. 

That makes things very hot, and 
the rival boss, Joe Bailey, proceeds 
to show up Hogan’s acceptance of 
the bribe. Big, handsome Irishman 
also comes to grief when he tries 
to arrange the release of ‘Gunner’ 
Morgan, notorious killer, in order 
that Morgan and his gangsters may 
cow voters on election day. Bailey 
beats him to it and Morgan raids 
Hogan’s office and puts his fraud- 
ulent voters to rout. 

Tobey is not re-elected but, at the 
end of the play, Hogan seems to 
have escaped the bribery and cor- 
ruption charges and be on a way to 
more possible political triumphs 
with the help of young Felstein, who 
turns out to be the most respected | 
judge in town. There’s also a none- 
too-believable romance between | 
young Felstein and Peggy Sullivan, 
Hogan’s sarcastic but honest secre- 
tary. 

Plenty of interesting types in the 





On top of that, the young drama- 


tists have been unable to overcome 
the handicap that always confronts 
those who write on historical sub- 


jects—dullness. For all their excel- 


lent writing and authentic presenta- | 


tion of historical 
Point of Honor’ 


characters, ‘A 
is tedious. It has 


| its moments, but they are few and 


far between. Only avid students of 
the Colonial period are likely to be 


willing to overlook the arid stretches | 


of conversation and be satisfied with 
the few scenes in Act II which really 
contain trenchant dramatic force. 


Wilfrid Lawson, seen here twice in | Siddy 








any chance to display her histrionjcs. 

Lillian Emerson 
Peggy Shippen and does the best she 
can with one of the play’s most 
muddled characters. Major Andre is 
introduced quite casually, and well 
enough performed by Lloyd Gough. 
J. Malcom Dunn is acceptable as the 
elder Shippen. 


Show has been given two excel- | 


lent and authentic Colonial settings 


by Kate Drain Lawson. Waters. 
Baltimore, Feb. 8. 
Fa comedy in three acts y Lulu 
Vollmer; presented by Laurence Rivers 
In (Rowland Stebbins): Rex O’Malle 
itured staged by Miriam Dovyie; sets 
| Louis Kennel: at Ford's, Balti: \ 
Fe 8, °37; $2.22 top 
D> BaSS..cecsscceceses Walter Gre 
Cla White. .cccccccecsees Cynthia Ro 
Pet FORAaArty.ccccccccccess R Y Ma 
Mrs. \V DDIE. cccccccceces Floretr 
Olie se eee eeeeneesersess Richa 
be POT... essascecees John | { t 
|; N Dipple. .ccesccseces Ruth Ha nd 
ar Wileom..cececes re nen bra *y 
Ett Lancaster...es.« .Zolya 7 ‘ 
In r ‘Iynn I i i Nat 
Officer Brophy...e.see:; , I K 
Mrs, Sharpie..ceccccess- rere \ 
Mrs. Gera@ld.ccscscesesss Marion Sitgreaves 
| Mire. CHUMRD as <6 cnecc0e dee scene Many Gilder 
No more than a fairly well- 


| sustained farce, this latest’ Rowland | 


Stebbins production doesn’t look 


| able to sustain more than a moderate 


stand on Broadway. 
Play marks the re-entry to legit of | 
Lulu Vollmer, whose drama ‘Sun Up- 


sockeroo’d around 13 years ago. For 
the past five years the author has 
| been batting out radio scripts at a 


as | 
footlight entertainment and this one | 


| 





| 


| 
| 
| 
} 


| 


| 


the last two seasons, first as the at- | 


torney in ‘Libel’ and then as Richard | Phanage, a love-starved woman 
Wagner in ‘Prelude to Exile,’ has | 


the role of Arnold. His very decided 
English accent may not gee with the 
general conception of the fiery Co- 
lonial General, but there is no deny- 
ing that he gives an authoritative and 
commanding performance. 

Authors of ‘A Point of Honor’ 
would have us understand that Ar- 
nold’s final act of treason was a 
matter of chivalry to shield and pro- 
tect his young wife, a famous Phila- 
delphia belle, Peggy Shippen. She 
and her father are shown as work- 
ing continually and strenuously to 
lure Benedict from the Colonial to 
the British side. 


} 





On the other front, there is Han- | 
nah, Arnold’s embittered and vixen- | 


ish sister, who realizes the plot that 


play, although they are close to cari-| is underfoot and who tries to save 


and Charles La Torre are most pic- 
turesque among Hogan’s viilainous 


is played by Florence Reed and 


there is no question but that it gives | 


henchmen. Some of the others didn’t | her too few opportunities to exercise 


know their lines at the ovening. 


her w.k. footlight talents. Only in 


Donald McBride, too, stumbled in| one scene of passionate outburst in 








SEMI-ANNUAL 


Further reductions on 
thousands of pairs of our 
finest shoes from regu- 
lar Fall and Mid-season 
stocks. Splendid selec- 
tion of colors, patterns, 
materials and sizes. 
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450 FIFTH AVE. 
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“|. Miller Beav- 
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“|. Miller Beautiful” and 
“Deluxe” models... 
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| clean-fun 


| tend to shock. They could at least 
cature. John Irwin, Harry Bellaver| him from any rash step. This role | 


| the screen. 
| has a juve star who would like to 
revel in the lead role. 


rapid rate; that preoccupation peers 
through in the fashioning of this | 
piece. 
Plot, even for a farce, could have | 
been thickened; last third of the play 


weakens. Perhaps some intensive 
rewriting, accomplished before the 
show noses onto Broadway, can 
hypo it. 


Idea gets off to a lively start and | 
interest, suspense and laughs cascade | 
promisingly till the end of the sec- 


ond slice. Intended curtain-line 
punch at this crucial point bogs 
badly. For those of the auditors 


who aren’t mystified by the strange 
angle intro’d at that juncture, the 
point gives away the story. Up till 
that time the progression had been 
excellent. 

Story has a good foundation, 
getting into action when a blithe 
young man (Rex O’Malley) inherits | 
a private hospital from his deceased 
uncle. Place has been slowly ex-| 
piring for some years, and the sheriff | 
is ready to attach it. Inheritor is 
broke, but advertises that he’s 
operating an asylum to build up 
morale and courage. His ads aren't 
ethical, which makes for him a 
play-long opponent in a righteous 
medico who is sole M.D. of the hos- 
pital. His methods. of dealing with | 
the assorted crop of neurotics the 
ads harvest make for the laughs. 

Among the patients are a droop- 
lipped, complaining Communist, a 
femme dipsomanic, a 
crooked financial executor of an or- 


in | 
her mid-thirties, a too-rich wo- 
man who just wants to sSoul- 
scourge herself and a femme 
hypochondriaec. There are also a 


couple of cops hanging around at the | 
— of objections lodged by the 
Play does sink some sharp satiric 
spears in the types who clutter up 
private hospitals with their pam- 
pered and imagined ills, but is in no 
way an expose. Laughs are the 
only commodity fished for. There's 
the usual romance supplied by the 
quack psychiatrist and a clean 
young nurse of the standard type. 
Half a dozen or so of the lines | 
border on the vulgar rather need- | 
lessly. Considering the otherwise | 
script, ‘these blue bits | 


be softened. 

Cast is uniformly good. O’Malley 
romps off with the honors in the 
major assignment. Just had a once- | 
over-lightly in films and the Coast | 


‘ | will probably give him a more thor- | 
the leading role of Hogan, but he! the second act, does Miss Reed have | 


oughgoing trial again after he’s seen 
in this exhibit. Cynthia Rogers as | 


| the ingenue is good. Ruth Hammond | 


as the lushing lady stands out. Wal- 
ter Greaza 4s the medico has to do | 
considerable huffing in a more or 
less blow-torch role, but keeps it 
well in hand. 

Miriam Doyle’s staging is neither 
obtrusive nor 


flashy, but snugly | 
fits each exigency arising in the | 
script. Two sets par the production. | 


Looks like a very likely salé to} 
Just about every studio 


Bert. 


REASON FOR YOUTH. 


Comedy ia three acts (five scenes) by 
George Bryant; staged by Frank Lyon and 





| Guy Palmerton; settings, Frank Armbos, | 
At Brighton theatre, Brichton Beach, 
N. Y., Feb. 2, '37; $1.10 top. | 
BOGE. cc ccccgccceccesecccesece John Ferguson | 
GWeM ...cccees coccoceses+++Miriam Battista | 
ANNA. .ccccccceccecneseccecess Marie Curtis | 
LOretta. .ccccccccccece Sudlow | 
TAN. ..cccccescece Duncan |} 
oS re eecccce : Kingsley | 
BLUME. . ccccccscccce P Gibney 
Dr. John Croston Butler Hixon } 
PROMS. . cccccccescecececcess Kent Thurber | 





‘A Reason for Youth’ is produced | 
like summer stock tryout fare, ex- 
cept that the Brighton Beach climate 
is anything but surnmmery in Febru- 
ary. 

George Bryant’s comedy, as here 


is an attractive | 


| whith 


| MacMurray, 
| Franees Farmer in the leads. 


| 
| presented, has two highlights, both 
in the second aet. One is when Dora 
(Helen Kingsley) undresses Elmer 
(Frank Gibney), and does such a 
thorough job of it that Minsky’s 
| Strippers could profitably take a 
gander. Im the same act, a little 
later on, Elmer turns the tables on 
Dora, albeit incipiently, for the as- 
bestos discreetly leaves most of this 
| to the customers’ imagination. Al- 
| though it would take only a nickel 
apiece to haul the cast to Broadway, 
it looks as though they won't get 
there with ‘A Reason for Youth’ un- 
less Bryant copiously re-writes his 
| opus, preferably with the aid of a 
| gag man, 


j 


Under the latter .circumstances a 
rowdy farce is not beyond possi- 
bility. Something more serious is 


inherent in the play, but Bryant has 


chosen to disregard that part of the | 


idea, so a shellacking of hoke is the 
other alternative. Play would lend 


| itself to this type of treatment read- | 
Flickering of repartee, coupled | 
is one | 
of those tonics that Bryant’s work is | 


ily 


with the boudoir frolicking, 


crying for. 

As now staged, production is out 
of kilter on timing, in addition to 
the first and last acts are 
mere adjuncts to Dora’s and Elmer's 
romp in garment shedding. 

Narrative concerns the rehabilita- 
tion of Elmer, who is attached a la 
silver-cord to his widowed 
After the kid has 


besmirched his 


, mind with foul imaginings over his 


sister and her husband-to-be, as part 
of his psychopathie plight, the hus- 
band-to-be knocks the tar out of 


him. This brings out the animal in 
Elmer, who immediately proceeds to 
call for gin and cigarettes, and 


simultaneously spins designs on his 
nurse. Eventually he marries the 


nurse before his sister cops her guy, | 
and the neurotic mother wilts in the | 


arms of the doctor. A tough-guy 
grandmother presides over it all. 

Cast uniformly missed plenty of 
cues, night caught, and meeded more 
rehearsing. Makeup was also very 
bad, and the stage settings, of stock 
variety, don’t help. 

Helen Kingsley is a good-looking 
titian who can manage okay, and 
Frank Gibney as Elmer rates pass- 
ably. 








rather mechanically. Direction is 
hackneyed. Edga. 
Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 
Melodrama in three acts (10 scenes) by 
John Cc Moffit, presented hy Federal 
Theatre Project directed by Robert Hen 
derson At Mayan theatre, Los Angeles, 
Feb. 4, °37: 5Sc. top. 
Ralph Hustom.......secece- ..Pierce Lyden 
Vine. Soest. ass «ausecoes Beatrice Newport 
Mrs. Effi Swain...cceces oho ou Polley 
Kennet h ‘Tod’ Swain.....Joseph DeStefani 
Mr. Emerson Ea hee aes oeih Dallas Welford 
Mi Louisa Fades oo 04 Ruth Barden 
Do r B ngarten o....-William Feltz 
Sprimqmer..... sss scccccoses:s .Paul Jones 
William Formby...e..e.:+::; Millard Vincent 
Colonel Bogardus...,...Del Stone Lawrence 
Horace Mitchell...ccessesses Clyde McCoy 
Charles Gillette... ccccccessssece John Baston 
Beak McCardle..ccocccecsecasss Bernie Rich 
Jock Franklin.....ccccsssss-s Tohn O'Malley 
Radio announcer......-.... Westcott Clark 
Little Amelia.....-eeee...-Mary Lou Lehlein 
BON BOF. cc ci cess cedecdics Roland Woodruff 


Woman Reformer..........-. jertha Stanley 

Reporters: Luther Allen. Charles Mil- 
lard, Joseph Graham, Patrick Muleahey, 
Charles Alphin, Marvin Loback. 

Jack Moffit’s meller of the fourth 
estate is strong newspaperman stuff, 
but pointing more to a 
effect than the usual rowdy goings- 
on in the editorial sanctums. Author 
knows his way around, having been 
the picture editor of the Kansas City 
Star before the films wooed him 
farther west. In the hands of a 


more experienced cast, show would | 
fury of the | 
in- | 
exposition of the | 
abuses doled out to these slaves to | 


have bristled with the 
underdog trying to get 
stead of mild 


ahead 


ink. 

Moffit has done his part in dishing 
up a play that can be best of its 
type since ‘Front Page.’ It has 
plenty of red meat and lets go from 
the shoulder. To do it full justice 
casting requires such stalwarts as 
Walter Huston and Lee Tracy. Give 
it to Broadway with those names (or 
similar ones) and it can’t miss. 
Paramount will film it with Fred 


mother. | 


Rest of the players parade by | 


moralistic | 


Same Story in Cley 
‘On Your Toes’ Seems 


Too Classy; Only 161 


Cleveland, Feb. 9. 

What the natives want for their 
money is becoming more of a puzze 
ler to backers and bookers of Han. 
na’s legit, particularly after check. 
ing the dubious reception given tg 
‘On Your Toes’ last week. 

As first major musical here this 
season, they expected at least a grand 
$22,000 to flow into the box ffice 
It was given every sort of heln— 





heavy ballyhoo, unqualified raves 
from cricks—but legit-goers were 
strangely lethargic. Crowds slow n 
} coming at start. Downstairs seat sale 
| way off. Ray Bolger, Luella Gaax 
and Tamara Geva even 


donated 
services to local flood benefit show 
but no go. 

Trio’s marquee reps did Pull in 
$16,500 for six days and two mati- 
nees. That would be swell for a 
straight drama, but for a $3.30 musi- 
j cal of ‘On Your Toes’ standard, it 
was an off-week. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘On Your Toes,’ Hanna (1,435: 55- 
$3.30).—For six performances, $16,500 
was good, but not enough. Weather 
no excuse. 


‘England to Curb Tax 
| Welching by Foreigners 
| nal 


London, Feb. 9. 

Income tax authorities are in close 
| touch with the Labor Ministry here 
| to prevent tax welching by foreign- 
ers working in England in films and 
legit. Estimated that the annual tax 
evasions from foreigners are close 
to $3,750,000. 

Now decided by Tax and Labor 
Ministry authorities that anv 
foreigners signed here for work will 
have their taxes paid by the em- 
ployers and the employees. will 
henceforth be compelled to sign a 
statutory declaration to that effect. 
Otherwise labor permits will be re- 
fused altogether. 





ENGAGEMENTS 


Joseph Greenwald, Peggy French, 
‘Meal Ticket.’ 

Sir Cedric Hardwicke, Ernest Jay, 
Alexander Field, ‘Amazing Dr. Clit- 
terhouse.’ 

Roger Livesey, ‘Storm in a Teacup.’ 

Tonia Lawton, ‘Howdy, Stranger.’ 

Barna Osterstag, ‘Stage Door.’ 

Charles Coburn, ‘Sun Kissed.’ 

Osear Stirling, Jean Casto, Phillip 
Bourneuff, Edna Peckham, ‘Meal 
Ticket.’ 

Ethel Barrymore Colt, Henry Vin- 
cent, Lewis Lord Russell, Ellen Love, 
Don McLure, “London Assurance.’ 





—— a 


taken over by a racketeer. Girl 
tries to make them see the light, that 
it takes coin to get off that baloney 
diet, but yellow journalism is their 
mortal dread. She joins up with the 
racket mob and proceeds to crack 
down on a department store which 
| won’t buy space. 

| Mob boss has his muscle man do 
| a tampering job that wrecks the de- 
| partment store elevator at Christ- 
| mas time. Old copy reader is shot 
down when he tried to show up the 
| workings of the mob and place re- 
| sponsibility for the elevator crash at 
| the door of the opposition shee‘. 
Dramatic denouement comes when 
righteous publisher sells out to the 
racket boss and announces that he 
will do something big for the city. 
He'll use the $10,000,000 to build and 
stock a zoo. 

There’s enough irony there to 
make many a publisher cringe and 
check up on his conscience. 

Best acting is done by Beatrice 
Newport as the femme reporter. 
There’re fat parts for several others, 
but they fail to measure up. 

Staging is handicapped by too 
much conflict to eliminate waits. 
Double-decked affair serves the 








Charlie Ruggles and 
With | 
Ruggles as the old copy-reader, that | 
will give it the comedy lacking here. | 
It’s a pathetic part, but standout. | 
It is to this old rim worker and | 
his ilk that Moffit has dedicated his 
brainchild in a program insert. 
Moffit’s ‘Roaring Girl’ is not the 
usual sobbie type, but an ex-school | 
marm who ducks the racket because ' 
the board of education has a rule 
against pedagogs marrying and she 


j}has a crush on a World reporter. 
} Scene is laid in a Colorado city, so 
| that takes care of the mythical sheet 


as distinguished from the N.°Y. rag | 
of so many journalese legends. It | 
also pitches the action in what has 
long been a hotbed of newspaper 
rivalry—Denver. Disguise is rather 
thin and those in the trade won't 
have much trouble following the 
characters factually 

Story is about an old copy desk | 
worker whose daughter has a/§ 
romance with a reporter on the same | 
sheet. They all deplore the short | 
coin, but stick it out in the inter- 
ests of decency and loyalty, rather | 
than swing over to the rival sheet | 


purpose, but characters running 
around in two different sectors at the 
same time has too much of a 
tendency to divert attention from the 
focal action. 


‘Roaring Girl’ is both stage and 
screen material. But casting can 
make or break it. Helm. 











“Red, Hot and Biue,” Alvin, N.Y. 
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y Laes's Sock Biz Continues, Waltz 
$23,000, F ollies’ $21 000, Eyre’ 21€’s 


> 








Chicago, Feb. 9. 

This will go down in history as 
one of the loop’s greatest b. o. sea- 
sons. Shows are doing remarkable 
business. Last week there were five 
of ‘em, and ali capacity or near- 
capacity. ; 

The repeating ‘Great Waltz,’ 
which snatched a good $23,500 at 
$2.20 top at the mammoth Audi- 
torium. This was the second showing 
here for ‘Waltz’ and could have 
stayed another week or so, but 
scrammed after its scheduled 12 per- 
formances. Went to St. Paul, and 
comes back to Milwaukee before 
heading east. 

Two capacity shows left town | 
Saturday after long money stays, 
‘First Lady’ out of the Harris, and 
‘Jane Eyre’ out of the Erlanger, with 
‘You Can’t Take It With You’ re- 
placing at the former house on Sun- 
day (7), while the D’Oyly Carte 
troupe arrived yesterday (Monday) 
at the latter. Advance sale on both 
houses is tremendous. Gilbert & 
Sullivan troupe is in for four weeks 
only and looks a cinch. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘First Lady,’ Harris (1,000; $2.75). 
Quit town after six capacity weeks, 
taking better than $15,000 last week. 
Could easily have stayed longer. 

‘Great Waltz,’ Auditorium (4,000; 
$2.20). In and out after 12 per- 
formances on this repeat showing. 
Did a stdong $23,500 last week for 
a total over $30,000 in 12 times and 
could have stayed a week longer 
without any trouble. 

‘Jane Eyre,’ Erlanger (1,400; $3.30). 
S:rammed after four weeks, hold- 
ing over one week beyond the orig- 
inal date. Better than $21,000 on its 
finale, great. Business capacity 
throughout, despite weak press, 

‘Leaning on Letty, Selwyn (1,- 
000: $2.75) (12th week). Into spring 
without trouble; business holding to 
excellent gross week after week; 
consistently hitting around $13,000. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ Har- 
ris (1,000; $2.75) (1st week). Opened 
here Sunday (7) to big advance. 
Looks for a long money stay. 

‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ Grand (1,300; 
$3.85) (6th week). Beginning to ad- 
vertise ‘last weeks’ but still in big 
coin class. Above $27,000 last week, 
excellent. 

Other Ataractions 

D’Oyly Carte Gilbert & Sullivan 
Rep., Erlanger. Opened yesterday 
(Monday) in this 1,400-seater for a 
month’s gallop. Advance excellent. 

WPA 


‘O Say Can Yeu Sing,’ Great 
Northern. Musical holding to good 
money pace and fine customer trade 
in 10th week. 

‘Within These Walls,’ Blackstone. 
Last half of a fortnight’s try for this 
monastery play. ‘In the Good Old 
Summertime’ replacing. 


DELIGHT SOCK 
$23,000, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Feb. 9. 

Big smash of the week in legit 
here was, without any doubt, ‘Idipt’s 
Delight.’ Theatre Guild production 
started off a two-week stay at the 
Forrest with a few empty seats Mon- 
day and a few more (very few) 
Tuesday. After that it was a case of 
try-and-get-in. Tough part of it for 
the producers and the local Shubert 
office was that the show was on sub- 
scription (ATS’s sixth and final show 
of the ’86-’37 season). Having been 
once promised, the Guild didn’t want 
to go back on its word, so the next 
best thing was done by moving the 
engagement from the Chestnut 
(where other subscription shows 
have played) to the larger-capacity 
Forrest. Even then the subscription 
scale held the gross down to $23,000, 
whereas, with a normal $3 top in this 
house, it could have piled up plenty 
more. 

This week the show has something 
of another bad break with Phil- 
adelphia Forum having taken over 
the house last night and tonight 
(Tuesday). This will further cut 
down the gross, with plenty of turn- 
aways assured all week. 

‘A Point of Honor,’ costume try- 
out at the Erlanger, drew tough no- 











‘DEAD END’ FINE $9,600 
ON 2D WEEK, DETROIT 


Detroit, Feb. 9. 

When a play can stick for two ses- 
sions in this town, in face of coin 
scarcity caused by prolonged strikes, 
and still keep in the black, it’s man- 
bites-dog. Which is just what ‘Dead 
End’ did last week at the Cass, snar- 
ing $9,000. 

Extra week’s booking, occasioned 
by the fact the play was routed into 
Cincinnati, where floods prevented 
showing, also »roved a gift to the 
Cass, which fortunately was minus 
a booking for the stanza. It would 
otherwise have been the house’s lone 
dark session this season. 

Currently is ‘On Your Toes,’ at 
$3.30 top, pretty stiff with conditions 
as they are. - 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Dead End’ (2d week) (Cass; 1,400; 
$2.75 top). Good $9,500 for second 
session, in view of prolonged strikes 
here. Dailies’ rave notices opening 
week and after play’s extended run 
here, due to flood in Cincinnati, 
helped matters along. 


‘ON YOUR TOES 
SMASH IN 
LONDON 


London, Feb. 9. 

‘On Your Toes’ opened at the 
Palace Friday (5) and was immedi- 
ately established as an unmistakable 
smash. It'll do good business here 
for quite a spell, if first-night reac- 
tion and next-day daily criticism 
mean anything. Lads here took to 
the American musical with a ven- 
geance. Individual hits were scored 
by Jack Whiting, Gina Malo, Vera 
Zorina and Olive Blakeney of the 
cast. 

‘Because We Must’ opened at 
Wyndham’s the same night. It is a 
domestic comedy of feminine disil- 
lusion, splendidly acted, but doubtful 
for biz. Written by a new dramatist, 
Ingaret Giffard, 

‘The Orchard Walls’ opened at the 
Saint James Wednesday and folded 
Saturday (6). Politely received by 
the first-nighters, but panned bru- 
tally by the critics. Was adapted by 
Merton Hodge, author of “Wind and 
the Rain,’ from a Hungarian play by 
Ladislaus Fodor. 

‘Night Alone’ at the Embassy, 
opened Tuesday (2). It is an amus- 
ing, but transparent comedy, excel- 
lently acted. 

C. B. Cochran’s newest flash revue 
opened Tuesday (2) at the Adelphi. 
Tabbed ‘Home and Beauty,’ it is a 
spectacular show and was splendidly 
received. Written by A. P. Herbert, 
with music by Nikolaus Brodzky and 
Henry Sullivan. John Murray An- 
derston staged it, with Gitta Alpar, 
Binnie Hales and Nelson Keys 
starring. 


Cohan $7,000, Newark 


Newark, Feb. 9. 
George M. Cohan in ‘Fulton of Oak 
Falls’ did a fair week at the Shu- 
bert Theatre last week, hitting ap- 
proximately $7,000. 
Critics mentioned long-windedness 














hard for Broadway. B. 0. came to 
life at the end of the week, with 
good word-of-mouth. 





Mayor Wilson banned Its local pres- 
entation. 

Gielgud’s ‘Hamlet’ comes to the 
Forrest next Monday for a single 
week and another try-out, ‘The Meal 





tices and dismal biz on its single 
week. It opened Tuesday and didn't 
hit $3.500 in seven performances. 
‘Hey Diddle Diddle,’ Anne Nichols’ 
try-out at the Locust, also in for 
one week only, was equally sad. 
with less than $4,000 at a $2 top. 

On the other hand, 
Glory’ did rather well in the latter 
part of its second week at the Chest- 
nut and reported $11,500. 


This week’s newcomers are ‘Glory | 
for All.’ George Jessel’s comedy pro- | 


duction at the Erlanger (one week) 
and a return to town of ‘Pride and 
Prejudice.’ which plays two weeks 
at the Chestnut at $1.50 top. 

Also originally skedded to open at 
the Chestnut was ‘Mulatto,’ until 


‘Reflected | 


Ticket.’ arrives at the Erlanger. 
Estimates for Last Weck 

| ‘—diet’s Delight’ (Forrest, ist week). 

| Riot, with $23,000 grossed despite the 

| fact show is on subscription. 

pacity after Tuesday and this week 

will be just as big. 

‘A Point of Honor’ (Erlanger). 
| Opened Tuesday (2), got razzed and 
|dicn’t get over $3.500. ‘Glory for 
| All’ another try-out, this week 

‘Reflected Glory’ (Chestnut, 
week). End of week brought the 
| gross up to a nice $11,500 for an 
| okay engagement. ‘Pride and Preju- 
| dice’ this week. 


| ‘Hey Diddle Diddle’ (Locust). 


2nd 


other try-out nixed at the b.o. Scant 
$4,000. 


| appointing, 


D’OYLY CARTE MERELY 
50-50 $20,000, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 9. 
Take ef the D’Oyly Carte troupe 
at the Nixon last week was a bit dis- 








hitting only around 

000, or considerably under the | 
gross the Savoyards ran up here two | 
seasons ago. 


rows in the orchestra. 


tractive as the 1934 lineup and even 
matinees, with ‘Gondoliers’ and 
‘Iolanthe,’ didn’t sell out as expected. 
Stay was profitable, however. 

Nixon has ‘Dead End’ current at 
$2.85 top. 
| sale, despite the fact that there isn’t 
|a single name in the cast. 

Estimate for Last Week 

D’Oyly Carte Gpera Co. (Nixon: 
2,100; $3.30). Not up to the gross of 





of the play, which Cohan is pruning | 


Ca- | 


An- | 


two seasons ago, but fairly profitable 
at $20,000. 


LESLIE HOWARD 
HAMLET BIG 
IN L. A. 








Los Angeles, Feb. 9. 

Leslie Howard’s long-awaited en- 
gagement in ‘Hamlet’ got under way 
Friday (5) at the Biltmore where it 
sticks until next Saturday night (13). 
Shakespeare opus got under way to 
a smash start and, with advance 
heavy for the rest of this week, 
should do right smartly on the brief 
sojourn. 

Henry Duffy folded ‘Petrified For- 
est’ after two weeks at the El Capi- 
tan, with the house temporarily dark. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Hamlet,’ Biltmore, Los Angeles 
(S-1,656; $2.75) (1st week). With 
sellouts Friday and Saturday nights 
and near-capacity Saturday matinee, 
Leslie Howard venture into the 
realm of Shakespeare brought a 
nifty $6,800 on the two days. 

‘Petrified Forest,’ El] Capitan, Hol- 
Iywood (D-1,571; $1.65) (2d, final 
week). Stage version couldn’t com- 
pete with the trade garnered by the 
film recently, so folded after a sec- 
ond week at $4,500. 

WPA 

‘Habit,’ Mason. New murder mys- 
tery by Charles Conger Stewart 
debuts today (9) for the customary 
two weeks’ run. Walter Bernard di- 
rected, with the cast featuring Philip 
Dakin, Moselle Kimbler, Walter Mar- 
shall and George Barnes. 

‘Revue of Reviews,’ Hollywood 
Piayhouse. Musical show continues 
to draw and will stick until Feb. 21, 
then probably moving to the Mayan, 
downtown, 

‘Roaring Girl,’ Mayan. John C. 
Moffit’s drama of the press, opened 
Thursday (4), showing promise. Is 
tentatively set to run to Feb, 21. 

‘Help Yourself,’ Musart. Winds up 
next week-end, making way for ‘Lars 
Killed His Son,’ opening Feb. 18. 


MASQUE’ GOOD 
$17,000 IN HUB 


Boston, Feb. 9. 

Practically sold out before it 
opened, John Gielgud’s version of 
‘Hamlet’ took off from a single frame 
at the Shubert Monday (8). Geil- 
gud and company are doing a solo 
this week and there is some wonder- 
ment that the extre seats of the 
Opera House were not used for the 


— 








engagement. 
Next week ‘Brother Rat’ at the 
Plymouth has the town to itself. 


‘Idiot's Delight’ comes to the Colo- 
mial Feb. 22 under auspices of the 
Theatre Guild. 





| fourth week at the Copley. 

| Last week ‘Masque of Kings’ ended 
a two-frame date at the Shubert 
with a very satisfactory take and a 
condensed script. 

‘Pride and Prejudice’ quit the 
Col~nial after four okay weeks, Sat- 
urday (6). 
| Estimates for Last Week 
| ‘Masque of Kings’ (Shubert; $2.75, 
|} 2nd week). Maxwell Anderson's 
blank verse play with Dudley Digges, 
Henry Hull, Pauline Frederick and 
Margo, received warm critical re- 
ception. 
| for final stanza. 

‘Pride and Prejudice’ (Colonial: 
$2.75: fourth week). Extended be- 


yond usual two subscription week 
(Guild), this one drew enouch extra 
| trade in the final two weeks to make 


the hang-over worthwhile. Finale, 
about $8,000. 


| 
| ‘His Excellency,’ satire by 
| Reade, to be shown by Bu 


Leonard 

ar and 
| Tuerk. Direction by |} d Clarke 
| Lilley. 


Opened to big advance | 


WPA ‘Help Yourself’ stays for a} 


Built up to dandy $17,000 | 


31 Shows Now on Broadway and Se 
Generally Good, But Lent May Hurt 





There are 31 attractions on Broad- | 


Gallery and balcony | Way’s list this week, about par with | 
seats went fast, but plenty of empty | the same period last winter. 


Fact | 


that there have been few closings | 


General consensus was that this | recently attests to the strength of 
year’s repertoire isn’t quite as at- | 


legit theatre patronage, which has 
| supported the weaker shows in 
enough measure to hold them. 

Business eased off somewhat last | 
week, but not enough to really dent 
grosses. Hotels report heavy book- 
ings and there are many buyers in| 
the metropolis, most of them spend- | 
ing money freely. If that condition | 
| continues, Lent, which started today 
(10), will have even less effect on 
business. However, the income tax 
deadlines will probably bring box- 
office headaches. 

Two attractions which opened last 
week may be among the season's 
successes. One, a revival, ‘King 
Richard II’ (Maurice Evans) at the 
St. James, which has not been seen 
in New York for over 50 years, drew 
rave notices after Friday’s (5) debut. 
Other, ‘Frederika,’ drew mixed no- 


the Golden (Masque) appears to be 
in doubt. ‘Behind Red Lights.” a 
recent entrant, is gaining at the box 


$9,000 or more. Although its busi- 
ness was pot strong, “Tide Rising,’ 
moved from the Lyceum to the 44th 
Street, after being announced to 
fold. ‘Howdy Stranger’ moved from 
the Longacre to the 46th Street. 
Both houses are large and both 
shows can cut-rate to a large extent. 

Incoming next week: 
Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum; ‘Glory 
for All, 48th Street; ‘Marching Song,’ 
Bayes (roof); ‘An Enemy 
People’ (revival), Hudson; ‘London 
Assurance’ (revival), Vanderbilt. 

Only one attraction is slated off 
Saturday, it being “The Country 
Wife, which extended its engage- 
ment. “Thirsty Soil’ will either close 
or move from the 48th St. ‘But for 
the Grace of God’ is slated off the 
middle of next week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘And Now Goodbye,’ Golden (2d 
week) (C-789-$3.30). Drew in and 
out press: indications are for modest 
money; first week estimated around 
$5,000. 

‘Be So Kindiy, Little (1st week) 
(CD-532-$3.30). Presented by Rich- 
ard Skinner and Hope Lawder in as- 
sociation with Aldrich and Myers; 
written by Sara Sandberg; first 
called ‘In Gold We Trust’; opened 
Monday. 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Cort (64th week) 
(C-1,059-$3.30). Hooked up to oper- 
ate to profit at moderate coin; last 
week around $8,000 and okay. 

‘But for the Grace of God,’ Guild 
(5th week) (D-914-$3.30). Due off 
next Wednesday (17); estimated 
around $11,000, slated following at- 
traction is ‘Storm in a Teacup.’ 

‘Behind Red Lights,’ Mansfield (5th 
week) (D-1,097-$3.30). Improved 
again, with gross now around $9,000; 
= at boxoffice and figures to 
stick. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Biltmore (9th week) 
(CD-991-$3.30). Eased off somewhat 
last week, but clearly in the hit class 
and good for rest of season; $13,500. 

‘Call Me Ziggy,’ Longacre (ist 
week) (C-1,019-$3.30). Presented by 
Michael Todd; written by Dan Gold- 
berg and presenter; opens Thurs- 
day (11). 

‘Dead End,’ Belasco (68th week) 
(CD-991-$3.30). Slated to stick well 
into spring; getting around $7,500; 


turning weekly profit. 
‘Frederika, Imperial (2d week) 
(O-1,468-$3.85). Opened late last 


indications favorable for moderate 
coin. 

‘Fulton of Oak Falls,’ Morosco (list 
week) (CD-961-$3.30). Presented by 
Cohan and Harris; written by Parker 
Fennelly; George M. Cohan starred; 


opens tonight. 

‘High Ter,’ Beck (5th week) 
(D-1,214-$3.30). Getting excellent at- 
tendance; last week’s pace moved 
forward again and approximated 
$16,000. 

‘Howdy Stranger,’ 46th St. (5th 
week) (C-1,375-$3.30). Moved here 
| from the Longacre Monday; better- 
ing an even break, with gross close 
to $5,000. 

‘Masque of Kings,’ Shubert (1st 
week) (D-i,382-$3.30). Presented by 
Theatre Guild; written by Maxwell 
Anderson; opened Monday. 

‘Point of Honor,’ Fulton (1st week) 
(D-913-$3.30). Presented by Luther 
Greene; written by Jo Eisinger and 
Stephen Van Gluck; opens Thurs- 
day (11). 





‘Red, Hot and Blue,’ Alvin (16th 
week) (M-1,355-$4.40). Holds to ex- 
cellent takings, with gross around 


$28,000; looks set well into the spring. 

‘Show Is On,’ Winter Garden (8th 
week) (R-1,671-$4.40). Still out in 
front of the list and may run into 


the summer; pace approximately | 
$38.000. 

‘Stage Door,’ Music Box (17th! 
week) (C-1,012-$3.30). Holding to 


| real money, with last week’s taking: 


| again around $16,000; among the sea- | 


son's good things. 
| “The Eternal Road,’ Manhattan O.H. 
(6th week) (M-2,780-$4.40) Eased 
off last week, with gross around $25,- 


| week) (C-1,648-$3.30). 


| lact ~atiirday saat 
iaSt Saturday, I ult 


tices but its chances are fairly good. | 
‘And Now Goodbye,’ which lighted | 
| gagement not definite, but may stick 


office, with last week’s gross around | 
| (CD-1,036-$3.30 ). 


‘Having | 
| week ) 


of the | 


week; notices somewhat mixed, but | 


000; some downward revision of 
operating expense necessary. 

‘The Wingless Victory,’ Empire 
(8th week) (D-1,099-$3.36). Again 


around $17,000 for dramatic hit; 


| Katharine Cornell will add ‘Candida’ 


soon, appearing in it three times 


| weekly instead of ‘Victory.’ 


‘The (6th 
One of the 
strongest draws in town; virtual ca- 
pacity at all performances, with pace 
better than $20,000. 

‘Tide Rising,’ 44th St. (3d week) 
(D-1,325-$3.30). Was slated to close 
moved here from 
Monday; around $4,000 last 


Women,’ Barrymore 


Lyceum 


week. 

‘Thirsty Soil,’ 48th St. (2d week) 
(D-969-$2.75). Opened last mid- 
week, drawing a negative press; 
chances not so good. 

‘Tobacco Read,’ Forrest (166th 
week) (D-1,017-$1.65). Has been 


running ahead of estimated figures, 
with grosses recently going around 
the $8.000 mark: amazing vitality. 
‘Tonight at 8:30,’ National (12th 
week) (C-1,132-$4.40). Length of en- 


another month or so because of 
clean-up business; $25,000. 

‘Tovarich,’ Plymouth (18th week) 
Another hit con- 
sistently getting smash business 
every week, with gross over $21,000. 

‘Victoria Regina,’ Broadhurst (re- 
sumed en.) (50th week) (D-1,110- 
$3.30). Holds to excellent figures, 
| with last week’s takings again around 
$18,000. 

‘White Horse Inn,’ Center (20th 
(M-3,321-$3.85). Not much 
|change, but slightly under previous 
week, with gross close to $33,000; 
looks sure through the winter. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Play- 
‘house (lst week) (C-878-$3.30). Pre- 
sented by Alfred de Liagre, Jr.; writ- 
ten by Mark Reed; first called ‘All 
About Love’: opened Tuesday. 

‘You Can’t Take It with You,’ 
Booth (9th week) (C-704-$3.30). Ad- 
vance sale extends into June and all 
performances to standee attendance; 
over $15,000. 

Revivals 


‘King Richard UW, St. James; 
opened Friday (5) and accorded rave 
notices. 

‘The Country Wife,’ Miller (iith 
week) (C-944-$3.30). Due off this 
week: last week around $7,500; next 
attraction will be ‘Now You’ve Done 
sy 

‘Naughty Naught,’ American Musie 
Hall; doing a 


Tt Can’t Happen Here,’ Adelphi; 
final week again announced. 

‘Dr. Faustus,’ Maxine Elliott. 

‘Bassa Moona,’ Daly’s 63d St. 

‘Sweet Land,’ Lafayette, Harlem, 


GIELGUD $26,200 
SOCK IN WASH. 


Washington, Feb. 9. 

With matinees sold out cold and 
nights building toward almost S.R.O. 
on final performance, John Gielgud’s 
‘Hamlet’ rolled up approximately 
$26,500 at $3.30 top last week at the 
National. 

‘Retlected Glory’ is current at the 
National, with Tallulah Bankhead, 
daughter of the Speaker of the House, 
knocking the carriage trade for a 
loop. Next on the docket is ‘Dead 


nd. 

Fact that ‘Dcad End’ cast includes 
|} several players under 18 years of 
|age, but over 16, brings to light a 
quirk in the local child laber law 
which permits children over 16 to 
appear only up to 10 p.m. Curtain 
| will be rung up at eight sharp to get 
the youngsters off by the local cur- 
few. 


Frisco’s Own ‘Hannibal’ 
Under $5,000, And Out 


San Francisco, Feb. 9. 

‘Return of Hannibal,’ new local 
show, did miserable biz at the 
Geary Theatre, where it had its 
| world premiere last week. Without 
| exception, all the crix panned it un- 
| mercifully. Despite the presence of 
Elaine Barrie Barrymore in the cast, 
show folded after six days. 

‘Battle Hymn’ (WPA) at the Co- 
lumbia, on the other hand, was wide- 
ly acclaimed by the press, but the 
public is showing little interest. Rain 
perhaps accounts for the lack of at- 
tendance. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Return of Hannibal’ (Geary) (1st 
week) (1,500; 2.50). — Fortunately, 
| cost of production was shaved down 
on this, otherwise the loss would be 
| far greater than it is. Claim to have 
taken in $5,000, but it was below that. 
Folded Saturday night (6). 

WPA 

‘Battle Hymn’ (Co!) 
(1,500: 50c.). Very disappointed at 
the pull of this one. Hope for biz 
| pick-up now that the marine strike 
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thas been settled. Maybe $2,500. 
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CONCER T—BURLESQUE 


Wednesday, February 10, 1937 











Concert and Opera 


GIRL IN FISHBOWL 





Burlesque House Tries Lobby Nov- 





CAF JNSACCHI 


Opera in three acts, prolog and epilog 
book Arthur Goodrich; music, Richard 
Hageman; adapted from play of same name 
by Goodrich and Rose A, Palmer. based on 
Robert EYrowring’s poem, “The Ring and 
the Book’, at Metropolitan Opera House 
N. Y. Feb 4, ’387; Hageman conducting. 
Caponsacchi ewee ewe ces aenee.. Chamice 
Guide Franceschini....... Lawrence Tiblett 
Pope Innocent XII....-..-- Norman Cordon | 
ci |) ere Sr. ae Louis d' Angelo | 
WOMEUITIM: sce ccetsetcws George Cehanovsky 
Bemichi ...cccccescscess Giordano Paltrinieri 
Montini ..ccccccvcccccctveceeome ames Wolfe 
GiattO ..ccccccccecvececccseces John Gurney 
Melchior ....cccotceccccecsess Max Altglass 
DITOR... nccc ct Obbeseene es ..Arnold Gabor 
Ca ( iti : F Wilfred Engelman 
Pietro, Pompilia’s Father.....John Gurney 
CG , Geor Rasel 
I \rezz Norn r Oe 
] \ h f Arez Jat W 
I I it Casteh 

I iis \r 
H ss ee ( rdano Paltrinier 
A COROT, ci pete seseas Ge Cehan | 
4 Mes t Gio! ’ Paltriv 
Pom) Helen J 
\ PN) cccxn a deed bs @ne6 6 ~“ Doris Doe 
Margherit pawaee atae Anna Kaskas 
Marinett o8 owveee Luciel Browtin 


A bit over a year ago.the Metro- 
politan Opera House was in trouble; 
not enough business, no response | 
from the younger set. Big house | 
announced a new policy—new faces, | 
s.a. femmes, American talent where- | 
ever possible, and new works. For | 
one season there were steps along | 
all these lines. And now, in the sec- | 
ond season of the new regime, the 
Met presents a new opera—first pre- 
miere of the season—and takes a 
large step backwards. 

If any legit producer, no matter 
how small or big, tried to put on a| 
new play, no matter how important, | 
with slovenly second-rate scenery | 
or costumes he’d be shouted down. | 
But the Met thinks it can get away 
with it. At $7.70 top, the Met ex-| 
poses its close to 4,000 seats to a new 
show with re-painted drops and flats, | 
and shabby costumes. 

Maybe that’s economy. And may- | 
be it’s suicide. 

Not that the new opera is in itself | 
any great shakes. 

It won’t stay in the repertory very 
long. But there have been worse 
shows given a better chance. Anc 
Edward Johnson and the Met direc- 
torate ought to realize by now that 
the days of give-’em-cake are over. 
There is still, and always will be 
probably, a certain percentage of 
customers who will go to opera no 
matter where, how or when. But 
that doesn’t pay the bills. The bills 
are paid by that additional mob 
which fills the pews, who are at- 
tracted by worthwhile theatre. 

Because that, in the final analysis, 
is what opera is—theatre. Highly 
sensitized, perhaps; off in a corner. 
perhaps—but theatre. And nothing 
proves this contention better than 
the current new opera, ‘Capon- 
sacchi. As a dramatic vehicle for 
Walter Hampden, it got a certain 
amount of attention. Transmuted to 
operatic regions it is still a creaky. 
though occasionally exciting melo- 
drama. The musical score, intended 
by the composer (so he says) tc 
merely underline the dramatic ac- 
tion, is just about that. As a com- 
posite, the stage antics impress more 
than do those in the pit. 

Originally, this play was conceived 
as a poem by Robert Browning, ‘The 
Ring and the Book.’ It was a very 
long-winded poem, one of Browning's 
poorest efforts, but intriguing from 
a literary standpoint because of its 
unique and complicated viewpoint. 
The story of a crime and intrigue, 
the poem tries to present fully the 
various viewpoints of everybody 
concerned. In +transmuting this t 
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|role, is a mite hard to believe. His 
bald spot and inclination to a paunch 
make it none too easy to accept him 
as the lover. But he has a sweet and 
| penetrating voice and he is young. 
| Rest of the cast is just about okay, 
| with the Met standbys, James Wolfe, 
{Max Altglass and Norman Cordon 
outstanding. Kauf. 


Raymond Bros., operators of the 
Star and Century, Brooklyn, N. Y., 
are exhibiting the ‘Girl in the Fish 
Bowl’ gimmick in the lobby of the 
Century as a cuffo come-on. Rights 
were secured from Bernays Johnson, 
originator, 

Gal in glass has been heretofore 
confined to niteries, having been 
used first in Billy Rose’s defunct 
Casino de Paree and later in the 
French Casino, It’s a first time use 
in a theatre. 


| Lumawig e la Saetta 


| (‘Lumawig and the Thunderbolt’) 
Rome, Jan, 29. 


scenes, 





music, 
Lualdi; 


Andriano 
produced at 
House, Rome with Attilia | 
ballerina and Filippo 
dancer Carlo Piccinato, 
7 Boris Romanoff, dance director: 
Mario Cito Filomarino 
icted = = by Tullio 
‘ito Filomar 


Ballet in two 
sualdi; book Maner 


I 

Royal Opera : 
Radice as first contract for the use of Johnson’s 
Morucel fir idea. House girls are used alter- 
nately. Idea was for both houses to 


use it but Star lacks lobby space. 


orchestra 


Serafin; costumes 


Ino, 








Both the theme and music of this 
ballet are interesting, but the dances 
are ugly and anything but original. 
| Even if they hadn’t been poor, how- 
ever, their effect would probably 
have been spoiled by the costumes, 
which made everyone look as un- 
graceful as possible. They are garish, 
unartistic and cluttered up with un- 
justifiable gadgets and frills. 

First scene plays in a forest on an 
imaginary island. Animals are seen 
playing under the trees and then the 
inhabitants of the island come to 
gather fruits. Storm approaches and 
all the islanders run for shelter ex- 


BIG MUSIC 
SEASON 








MONTE CARLO'S 


Raymonds have taken a six-week | 


| 





cept Venka. Lumawig, god of the | Monte Carlo, Feb. 1. 
ees panene over —_ forest - a| With the Monte Carlo Opera sea- | 
Venka’s gy oF Seog rr i Bae | son under way under the direction | 


dead. Islanders return and, finding | of Charles Putman more names have | 
Venka dead, beg the god to give! been added to the programs in an| 


him back, but they are answered/| | 
only by the angry claps of thunder. | effort to make the 1937 season the | 


Finally, spurred on by Habima, the | best since the war. Reynaldo Hahn | 
wife of Venka, they become defiant | wil! appear for the first time here 
and go off in a fantastic war dance.| in charge of the orchestra on Feb. 
Mcrae. rin an 6 cine aaa when the ‘Festival Mozart’ will 
above the mountain top. After one be presented under the direction of 


| burley comics. 


of his servants does some rearrang- | 


ing of the sky, taking down the 
moon and putting up the sun, the 
god awakes to find the inhabitants 
of the island all gathered on top of 
the mountain, shouting defiance at 


| Henri Rabaud will direct the or- 


| chestra on Feb. 10 and 12, and Sid- | 


|ney Beer will present concerts on 


ard Strauss will present a concert 


him. His warriors stand ready to | 
on 


defend him, but he tells them not|0" March 12, Bruno Walter | 
to bother; his throne is impregnable. | March 31, and the Greek Master 

Then the island women start to} Dimitri-Mitropoulous will be in| 
dance. Led by Habima, wife of the | charge 6n March 3. | 
slain warrior, their dance becomes Artists on the program include 





more and more provocative, until it| Charles Pansera, Mlle. Gioconda de 





— A ia I — Vito, Gaetane Ullmo, Anita Volfer, 
onta the earth Once Luma- Jacques Thibaud, Walther Gieseking, 
wig has come ‘down from his Umberto Benedetti, Marjorie Law- 


rence, Mme. Eide Norena, Mile. Plio 
Palo. 

Fritz Kreisler will present con- 
certs on March 17 and 10 and Serge 
Rachmaninov will play March 24 
and 26. Adolf Busch, April 2; Ruth 
Slenczinski, April 7, and Mlle. 
Francoise Holnay, will sing April 9. | 

Others who will also appear on | 
programs are Paul Tortelier, Van 
Bocxtaele and Mme. Paulette Mayer, 
pianist. 


throne, it is an easy thing for Habima 
to snatch the thunderbolt, symbol of 
his power, away from him. There 
is a peal of thunder and the sod 
vanishes. In his place appears Venka, 
thus. returned to his people. He and 
his wife do a dance of joy and 
triumph. Heln. 


BASKETBALL WITH 
STRIP-TEASE FLIVS, 


Basketball is no dice for burleycu 
houses. That is what the Apollo 
(burlesk) on West 42nd Street has 
decidec. after trying to interest the Whatever hopes Oscar Dane may 
strip-tease fans for 10 weeks. It cost have entertained in introducing a 
the house $1,000 to find out. House | Nosro or burlesk show in shuttered 
paid salaries of 13 players each week Orpheum, downtown Fanchon & 











Clause Bars Burlesque 


St. Louis, Feb. 9. 











the stage, Arthur Goodrich and Rose 
A. Palmer simplified things consid- 
erably, centering the plot. In oper 
tic clothes, the plot and action are 
the same as in the drama. 

Play was produced by and with 
Walter Hampden in New York in 
November, 1926. Hagedorn, 


to work on it here, finishing it in 
Miami. 


it got was in Germany 


Thursday (4) night at“the Met. 

Hageman’s music is a puzzler. 
Dutch extraction, he has a decided 
Viennese lilt in his work. Well 
along in years and with a lot of ex- 
yerience as a conductor and com- 
poser, he nevertheless doesn’t seem 
sure of himself. 
music is very modernistic and in the 


neo-Stravinsky school. For moments | 


only, however, because most of the 
time his score is reminiscent of the 


Italian composers, without the tinkly | 
And through- | 
out, it is full of annoyingly reminis- | 


components thereof. 


cent strains. It totals into more of 
an unhappy pot pourri of various 
strands than an original composition. 

From a singing standpoint. 


Met gave the performance its best. | 


Lawrence Tibbett is the heavy. 
Guido, which gives him all the op- 
portunity in the world to strut and 
swagger around the stage. 


dentally. this is a thought for film- | 
dom. which hasn't quite figured out 


what to do with opera singers: the 
Met doesn’t hesitate making them 


heavies. or character actors, whereas | 


Hollywood thus far has alwavs tried 
to make them romantic leads with. 


sometimes, disastrous results.) Helen | 


Jepson is a lovely picture as Guido's 
wife. ‘Mario Chamlee, in the title 


the | is using an aerial act (The Santellos) 
composer, saw it, liked it and started | and comedy team billed as Three 
But the first performance | 
in 1932. | 
Vienna also saw it before America. 
got a peek at it for the first time| 


Of | 


For moments his 


the | 


(Inci- | 





for the Monday night contest but’ warco house, closed several weeks 
regular patrons failed to enthuse. ago when F&M failed to obtain con- 

Apollo still retains its Amateur| cessions from IATSE relative to 
Nichts on Wednesdays and continues | stage hand personnel, was blasted 
to go for novelty stuff or vaudeville.| when representatives of Charles 
| Has used small toe ballet to get away | Cella, owner of property declared 
| from usual stripping and this week | lease specifically prohibited burlesk 
in this house. 

Recently Dane opened negotiations 
with Harry C. Arthur, for Orpheum 
on which F&M has a three year 
lease. Dane said he would seek angel 
to help him open house for an all 
sepia show. However, Dane has been 
identified with independent burlesk 
here for many years and it was 
figured he intended to install that 
type of entertainment. 





Lunatricks. 





Mexican Cleanup 
Mexico City, Feb. 9. 


Civic fathers have warned bur- 
lesque houses to prune dirt from 
their programs on pain of losing 


their licenses. 





Sacha Guitry. 
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| the 17th and 19th. Composer Rich- | 


—— 
— 





Burlesque Reviews | i 





| ORIENTAL, N.Y. 


(STOCK) 

‘Living’ Minskys, H. Kay and Mor- 
ton, appear now to be acquiring a 
Ziegfeldian complex to augment 
their predilection for advertising 
their ability to breath. They’ve got 
a long way to go to equal Ziegfeld, 
but, if they know the secret of life, 
they should impart at least a small 
portion of knowledge to their show- 
stager. From the looks of the new 
presentation which opened on a 
grind policy Friday (5), the house 
producer must be quite inanimate. 
Minskys are spending a little more 
coin on their shows than the other 
Metropolitan exhibitors of flesh and 
filth, but without achieving 
Flesh is pink and young and seem- 
ingly firm (from the 
but in’ a frame that’s an 
chaser instead of holder. 
been pretty successful 





audience- 
House has 
since 


much. | 
loge section), | 
| Faye and Walter Stanford. 
its | 


Christmas night opening, but if the | 


dullness continues it will 
start slipping. 

House, with its miniature stage 
and off - the - beaten - path location, 
must depend on its shows to draw. 
This show wiil not get any word-of- 
mouth support, probably the re- 
verse, in fact. 

Bobby Sanford 


certainly 


(he operated a 


showboat on the Hudson) is billed 
as the stager;: Jimmy Mahr gets 


credit for the dances (and not much 
credit is due): Mischa Salmon did 
the scenery, while Russ Kahn batons 
the pit orchestra. 
benefit by a trip down to the Irving 
Place, one of the city’s rowdier bur- 
lesk spots, because the only 
burlesk-y around the Oriental right 
now are the strippers and the con- 
cessionaires. 

Comedy is pretty brutal, with two 
of the bits (Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 
and the dice game) lifted almost 
bodily from two vaude acts, though 
not done nearly as well here by the 
Other comedy por- 
tions are typically burlesque except 
for the surprising minimum of dirt, 
and all of them are typically blah. 

Strippers do the usual undressing, 
though showing less here than at 
most of the other spots, with a gilded 
dancer and her exceptionally well- 
educated stomach and thigh muscles 
really stealing the show. She's billed 
as Little Egypt and will probably 
wind up in one of the West 52nd 
street niteries before many weeks 
go by. Other strippers are Virginia 
Mann, Gladys Fox, Queenie King, 
Julie Bryan, Terrah Noah, Mlle. 
Verne. Comics and straight men in- 
clude Phil Silvers, Jack LaRue, Al 
Golden, Jr.. Hank Henry, Sid Stone, 
Show’s juve singer is Henry 
Marr, while Raiph Brown and Rol- 
land Holder make up a male colored 
buck ’n’ wing team who dance okay 
but are out-of-play in a white strip 
show. 

This week’s show ‘title is ‘From 
Bad to Worse’—and it’s just that. 

Scho. 


TWINKLE TOES 


(CENTURY, BROOKLYN) 


Usually boastful of moderately 
clean shows, the Raymond Bros. this 
week has a highly spiced Izzy Hirst 
wheel portion. Show was caught by 
Raymonds in Union City, N. J., to 
permit changes, customary deletions 
and building up of weak spots. Ray- 
monds admit that ‘Toes’ was difficuit 
to alter because of roughness all 
through and that little was done in 
the way of reform. 

House added several ‘attractions’ to 
maintain its show values, which here- 
tofore were not found lacking. Madge 
Carmyle, ace stripper and dancer, and 
Midgie Parks, stripper and balloon 
dancer, are plenty nude but never 
attain the bare facts status of the 
show proper. Aunt Hattie, 200- 
pound colored gal, stopped the show 
with her risque songs and mock 
strip for-an encore. Hefty Hattie 
drops her dress in a quickie to re- 
veal ebony undies. Good for plenty 
of laughs. 

‘Kiki’ Roberts, widow of late Jack 
(Legs) Diamond, is the piece de 
resistance of the house’s added fea- 
tures. Miss Roberts was obviously 
engaged for the value of her rep 
and not for talent. Fan dance she 


could have been spotted as opener 





| Several shows have heeded the 
mandate. 


Independent Burlesque 





Lola Pierce [ll sige 

Billy Watson’s Beef Trust played 
to heavy business at Rialto, Chi, last 
week. Lola Pierce, starred stripper, 


Week of Feb. 14 
Dolls’—Gayety, Minneapolis 
‘Ladies in Lingerie’—Rialto, Chicago. 
‘Teases and Wheezes'— Toronto. 
‘Fades and Fancies'- 


Casino, 
—Open, 








‘ ‘Swing Girls’— Lyric, Allentown, Mon.- 
| was forced to leave show because of | T¥e:.;, Majestic, | Harrisburg, = Wed.; 
e Capitol, Reading, Thurs.-Fri.; Majestic, 

illness. Williamsport, Sat. 
——_ iad —— " " ‘Toyland’—Troc, Philadelphia. 
Pierce girl was replaced by Babe ‘Swing Your Baby’—Hudson, Union 
| Davis. ' City. 
} ‘Twinkle Toes’-—Jacques, Waterbury, 
| Mon., Tues. and Wed, 
| Pauline Koner’s Recital ‘Pepper Pot Revue’'—-Howard. Boston. 
| i ‘Crazy Quilt’—Empire. Newark 
Pauline Koner, American inter-| Nothing But Dames'—Gayety, Wash 
. ° . zion. 
pretive dancer, signed by Ed Perkins Top flat Bervuc’<Gavety, Baitimere. 
for a concert series on the west | ane By Night’—Capitol, Toledo 
; : . eo . ‘Monte Carlo Girls’—Gavety, Detroit, 
coast beginning early in March. “Merry Maidens’—Garrick, St. Louis 
Will take in Hollywocd, San Diego, ‘Pardon the Glamour’—Casino, Pitts 
; . - - burgh 
| Los Angeles and San Francisco. Teiakte Tesde-astiil: Mridecsett, 
| D. -cer, just back from the Soviet, | rhurs., Fri. and Sat. 
| will give a New York recital at meneniites Snyders Show’ -- Century 
. rook 
!Town Hal before going westward. ‘Beef Trust’—President, Des Moines. 


ian with equal results. 
| 


and done on a bicycle instead of her 





GAIETY, N. Y. 


Abe Minsky and Izzy Herk have 
| tried a little showmanship in form 
of a European finished nude dancer 
| (with talent) and the application of a 
| little soap and water to good results. 
| House carries the average number of 
| strippers (5), augmented by a line of 
|14 and six showsgirls, to slake the 
| psycho patrons. There’s as much un- 
| covered as ever, 
|it has taken on a thin veneer that 
| sort of removes the raw beef hue. 

Trick of revealing all as soon as 
| possible to keep up interest is dis- 
bewery with here. “Same procedure 
would probably spell curtains else- 
| where. Trick lighting, neat costum- 
| ing and obvious thought replaces the 
| short order meat-on-a-dish attitude. 

Jane Dobbins, the imported Amer- 
ican girl, who actually went to Eu- 





La- 


does at the conclusion of the show | 


| 


All of them could | 


things | 





which is plenty, but | 


rope on an exchange basis with the! 





Alcazar in Paris, displays more than 
a strip talent in her turn. Clad in 
transparencies the girl removes the 
upper half completely during her 
wiggle terping in first number done 
before the curtain in the manner of 
the teasers. Second appearance in a 
production number, and in the alto. 
gether, is also more arty than long- 
shoremanish,. 2 


Dorothy Dee, Betty Duvan. Diane 
Johnson and the pop Joan Carroll} 
and Toots Brawner strip in the order 
or disorder named. Gals all know 
their business though last two men- 
tioned are high-schoolers. 

Of the funny men Frank X. Silk is 
the best. Not dependent on his ma- 
terial or comic raiment. Silk is of 
the school that really has talen: 
Maybe he has too much for comfort 


of other humorists, ex-vauder Herb 


Situations, although probably an- 
tiquated, somehow gather a freshne: 
here that is not in evidence else- 
where. Added to this is the fact that 
same are also de-blued. Leon Devoe 
and Joe Lyons play straights. Geor- 
gie Kaye, singer, is a pleasant change 
from the frog voiced yodelers of the 
profession. 


Ss 


Chorus is no worse, and possibly:a 
little better than the average. Work 
is certainly in the latter category. 
Better all around performances are 
probably accountable in the better 
than minimum pay that Gaiety insti- 
tuted early last summer as an added 
inducement when the girls shortage 
was first felt. Hurl 


WEEK-END BURLESQUE 
PROSPERS IN READING 


Reading, Pa., Feb. 9. 

Now in its second ‘revival’ year— 
in the Orpheum last year—burlesque 
here, at present in the Capitol the- 
atre, is swinging along with a satis- 
factory volume of business thus far. 
The house is operated every Thurs- 
day and Friday, matinees and nights, 
by I. B. Hurst, Philadelphia, pre- 
senting IBA wheel shows doing a 21- 
week circuit, most of them one-week 
stands. For the rest of each week 
the Capitol is a picture house. Jack 
Beck is manager on burlesque dates. 


Starting from a week in the Troca- 
dero, Philadelphia, companies doing 
burlesque here spend Monday and 
Tuesday in the Lyric, Allentown, 
and the rest of the week in Reading, 
Williamsport and Harrisburg. Each 
company carries its own musical di- 
rector, 16 girls in the line and 15 
principals. The route covers To- 
ronto, Can.; Minneapolis, St. Louis, 
Chicago, Toledo, Cleveland, Des 
Moines, Detroit, Pittsburgh, Balti- 
more, Washington, Union City, N. 
J.; Boston, Bridgeport, Newark and 
Brooklyn. 

Factor aiding burlesque this year, 
after less satisfactory results last 
season, is a more liberal advertising 
policy. Capitol is drawing from 
many towns outside this immediate 
district. 





Cincy Burlesque Lease 
Is Ripe for the Courts 


Cincinnati, Feb. 9. 


Some ligitation over the Empress 
here, which reopened Friday (5) 
after being closed because of the 
flood. Art Clamage, operator of the 
Avenue and Gayety houses, Detroit, 
claims to have secured a lease, but 
the present owner, Jack Kane, re- 
fuses to vacate. 


Looks as though they'll fight it out 
in court, 





Canton Burlesque Folds 
Canton, O., Feb. 9. 


Bob Burch’s burly stock company 
folded here Thursday (4) after 21 
weeks, longest burlesque run here in 
almost ten years. Burch gave no rea- 
son for closing the house, other than 
he had other plans for the immediate 
future. 

Final week’s business was better 
than any in more than a month and 
settlement here of a sit-down strike 
at the Hercules Motors Corp., return- 
ing 1,700 men to their jobs, would 
have helped business further. 





Too Much Stripping 
Chicago, Feb. 9. 

Milt Schuster’s Chinese stripper. 
Amy Fong, now at the Rialto, failed 
to double into Colisimo’s as was 
scheduled. 

Reason given by the stripper was 
that she couldn't do the 4 a.m. show 
and keep up four or five burles 
performances at the same time. 
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28 Mags Use Small-Size Format: 
Art, Class Highlight New Trends 





Boys who buy sex magazines don’t 
have to slip them under their coat 
any more. New desire-inspirers come 
in a size that can be thrust right into 
the pocket. And so does every other 
kind of a magazine nowadays, from 
the staid American Mercury to the 
Children’s Play Magazine. There are 
38 magazines already out in the new 
small size, with many more in all 
stages of preparation. 

These new-size magazines cover 
every field of periodical. Even the 
pulps are represented with one called 
Pocket Detective, put out purely as 
an experiment. There are digests of 
all kinds: Magazines, 
World. Science, Current, 
Consumers, and Women’s. 

3ut Digests aren’t all. Others in- 
clude two which are boldly em- 
slazoned Sex and Sexology; one is 
International Detective Cases; 
eral deal with radio, both 


Health. 


from a 


Readers, Fact, ' 





sev- | 


technical and a fan angle; Current | 


Contests is another; more than a few 


deal with astrology; one devotes 
itself to column reviewing; there’s 
a magazine for men, Hard- 
boiled, soon to change its name to| 
The Popular; there’s New Biogra- 
phy, Printer’s Ink, and, of course, 


there are Smoke House and Whiz 
Bang. All of them come in the new 
pocket size. 

Also in the small size is Coronet 
which, perhaps, typifies better than 
any other, the new trend. A three 
months’ old periodical, it combines 
class with small size. Sales for the 
three issues which are out have been 


tremendous, and a continued upward | 
In Coronet, as in| 


shoot is expected. 


other smallies, the stories and fea- 





Threat or Promise? 


Guy Jarrett, author of ‘Magic 
and Stagecraft,’ ran an adver- 
tisement in a trade paper for 
magic reading: 

‘Only a limited number of 
copies have been printed. This 
mo. $5, next mo. $6, and so on, 
June 10. Then, after one month, 
I will publicly burn all copies 
left. I have other things to do.’ 











greater number on the market. Pic- 
ture fan mags, astrology and current 
topic periodicals also are showing a 
definite pick-up. 

Pulps continue their steady sale, 
varying little month by month, but 


an extremely interesting note is the | 


very distinct up-line in Western 
sales. More, the ever increasing num- 
ber of Westerns are sold in greater 
numbers in Texas than in any other 
state in the union, with other cattle 
and cowboy states close behind. 
Stories of the west are not limited 
to the pulps: scarcely a week goes 
by that Collier’s and the 
Evening Post do not feature a cow- 


| boy or western yarn, and even the 


tures are as many and as long as in|} 


other large papers. The decrease in 
size is obtained without thickness by 
using a different type on thinner 
paper. 

Pictures 

One of Coronet’s strong points is 
its liberal use of pictures. Pictures 
are another important trend in mag- 
azines today. Today’s demand for 
pictures is giving even 
more competition than they care to 
stand, in many cases making the 
camera department more important 
than the reportorial staff. Sunday 
papers have suddenly become full of 
color photography, and even more 
space will be given to pictures during 
the coming months. Hearst news- 
papers are supplying every picture 
man with a small film which takes 
colored photographs. Up to now, 120 
cameras have been ordered, and 
every reporter is soon to carry a 
candid camera on the side. 

Outstanding example of picture 
possibilities for magazines is — Life, 
which is trying hard to meet a de- 
mand for more copies than it can 
possibly print on its present equip- 
ment. 

Out for its first issue Tuesday (5), 
a magazine entit'ed Look, also de- 
voted to news photogs, is expected 
to take a few encores with the first 
issue. Look’s outlock is particularly 
bright because it is heavily enough 
financed so that it will carry no ad- 
vertising in its first year. 

Class magazines are going in for 
more than news photogs, however. 
They're going in for swell produc- 
tions of artistic subjects. First to use 
them to any great extent has been 
Coronet, but the origin can probably 
be traced back to Fortune. Dollar 
monthly startled an unsuspecting 
world with its first issue, which con- 
tained astonishingly beautiful pic- 
tures and advertisements. 
still selling at $1 per copy, and sell- 
ing big. 

Fortune and Esquire 


Fortune is | 


newspapers | 








Following Fortune, and along the | 


trend modern magazines are taking, 
came Esquire, combining the class of 
Fortune with the ribaldry of Bally- 
hoo, magazine, which, a few years 
ago, created a momentary sensation. 
Esquire sdles have continued upward 
and this year’s Christmas subscrip- 
tion business was greater than ever, 
which is a real indication, consider- 
ing that the price is 50c. per copy. 

These two, Fortune and Esquire, 
were the pioneers in class magazines 
—pioneers which achieved smartness 
in make-up, stories, articles, and pic- 
tures. Both catered away from shop- 
girls and true confessionists toward 
the elite and self-spoofers. It has 
been largely through the efforts and 
popularity of these two that the pres- 
ent trend of smartness in paper cov- 
ers started. 

At the present time, financial mag- 
azines are showing greater sales than 
at any time in their history, with a 


class magazines are going in for them | 


somewhat. 


Several price cuts have helped in- | 


crease circulation, notably for Scrib- 
ner’s and American Mercury. Format 


of both has been changed, of course. | 


Latter has gone to a smallie, while 
Scribner’s increased its size. Price of 
both magazines has been cut, and 
figures indicate that it 1s this action 
which has caused their circulation to 
jump over the increase recorded by 
those which changed format alone. 


Interesting also is the fact that sex | 


magazines sell in larger quantities 
than those of any other class in 


downtown districts all over the coun- | 


try, while their sale is only nominal 
in neighb ‘rhood stores. 





Hyde’s New News Mag 
Fillmore Hyde, who set the style 


for New Yorker's Talk of the Town, | 


will start his own magazine this 
spring. Publication, as yet unnamed, 
will be a novel type of news month- 
ly, expected to appear in Reader’s 
Digest format. Hyde believes he has 
found a formula which makes a 
monthly news mag possible. 


Publication will be largely a re- 
write job, containing readable ma- 
terial, packed with facts, Hyde's 
theory being that since Time started 
the heavy research type of journal- 
ism, the American public is a sucker 
for more and more facts. Mag will 
carry no ads at first, but will try for 
big circulation, costing about four 
cents a copy to produce, and selling 
for a quarter. 

New firm, of which Hyde is presi- 
dent, is called Enrey Publishing Co., 
with offices in New York. It in- 
cludes William V. Griffin, O. D. Keep 
(Fact and Cue), and William Hale 
Harkness, who has put in $35,000. 
Others interested are Thomas R. 
Coward, Gilman Low, Irwin H. Cor- 
nell, C. A. Moore, Eustace Seligman 
and E. J. Noble. 





Pierre Key’s New Book 


Pierre V. R. Key, music editor of 
the old N. Y. World before he began 
to publish the Musical Digest, has 
written a book called ‘This Busi- 
ness of Singing.’ 

Between his two jobs, Key came 
into confidential contact with hun- 
dreds of singers of all grades of pro- 
ficiency and studied with them their 
problems and handicaps. This gives 
his book, published by himself, an 
inside slant which will be hailed by 


the novice. 

In only 128 pages he covers the 
prospects, singing and study tech 
niques, business angles and promo- 
tional hints. 


Critic Wins Duel 
Duel between Serge Weber, drama 
critic for the Paris lIntransigeant 
and Charles Michelson, newspaper 
director, growing out of an alleged 


insult by the latter, resulted in 
Michelson’s being wounded in the 
forearm in the third round, afte 


| which the duel was stopped by the 


| dent which had to be put up to big- | 


seconds. Weber is said to be still 
unsatisfied, but further sword cross- 
ing is not expected. 

Peculiar aspect of the duel was 
selecting by Michelson of a blind 
man for a second, creating a prece- 


shot French fencing authorities. who 
decided to okay it. 


Two Papers, One Press 
Something of a record 
established in American journalism 
with the arrival of the Brooklyn 
Times-Union in the Brooklyn Eagle 





Saturday | 


plant. Times-Union, recently pur- 
| chased by the Eagle, is being con- 
tinued as an afternoon sheet, as is 
also the Eagle. First time known 
for two afternoon papers to come off 
the press from a single plant. 
Many changes in the city and edi- 
torial rooms of both papers. Arthur 
Pollock continues as drama critic of 
the Eagle. Louis Sheaffer replaces 
| Rowland 
| editor of the T-U. Drama editor on 
| the Eagle is Gould Cassal, replacing 





Alvah Bessie, who becomes Sunday | 


| literary editor. Eagle’s motion pic- 
ture editor is Martin Dickstein, with 
| Winston Burdett as critic and Cas- 
sal as second string. Janet White 
become film critic of the T. U., re- 
placing Seymour Roman. who be- 
comes radio_ editor. -o Ranson 
stays as the Eaglie’s radio editor. 
Dickstein is supervising the motion 
picture departments of both papers 
and is also in charge of motion pic- 
‘ture advertising for both papers. 
City editor of the Eagle is George 
| Quint, replacing Howard Swain, who 


| becomes the T. U. city ed. Eagle’s 
m.e. is Edward A. Ruhfel and the 
T. U. me. John W. Smith. Lyle 


| Dowling is executive editor of both 
papers. 

Object is to have the T. U 
|local news, while the Eagle 
cover the metropolitan field 
thoroughly. 


siress 
will 
more 


Gallico Reminisces 


March issue of Cosmopolitan will 
include the first of a series of arti- 
cles on sport by Paul Gallico. First 
is titled ‘Farewell to Sport.’ It is a 
resume of the era during which he 
was sports editor, reporter and col- 
umnist for the Daily News, N. Y. 
| Author believes he witnessed the 


| greatest parade of top athletes ever. | 


When in stride no event was too 
| far from New York for Gallico. One 
l|evening he covered a heavyweight 
fight championship in New York and 

flew in his own plane to the mid- 
| west, where a golf 
tournament started at nine the next 
morning. He arrived in 
time, after writing his end of the 
boxing assignment. 

Gallico recently returned from 
| England, where he bought a home 
|and planned to remain indefinitely, 
| writing fiction for magazines and 
| films. He recently sold "Twas the 
| Night Before Christmas’ to Colum- 
bia. Writer sets forth in his Cos- 
mopolitan yarn the idea that events 
in the sports world shifted with 
‘preathless rapidity,’ so fast that he 
ij had not time for reflection. 





Appeal on N.L.R.B. Decision 


Permission to appeal from an 
order of the National Labor Rela- 


tions Board ordering the reinstate- | 


ment of two discharged Seattle Post- 
Intelligencer employees was granted 
(4) to the Hearst management by the 
U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals in San 
Francisco. Discharg@ last July of 
Frank Lynch, cameraman, = and 
Everhardt Armstrong, drama critic, 
allegedly for Newspaper Guild 
activities, brought on the strike at 
| the P-I, which was settled just after 
| the election last year. 





Court denied the Hearst petition 
for an injunction to restrain the 
| board from enforcing the reinstate- 
|}ment corder. Hearst petition also 
asked release from the order to the 
|N.L.R.B. to desist from interfering 
} with membership in the Guild. 


| Appeal will be based on the con- 
tention that the Wagner Act is un- 
| constitutional. Transcript of the 
| record was ordered by the court. 





Today Merges With News-Week 
Merger of News-Week and Today 
was announced yesterday (9) by Vin- 
cent Astor, for the purpose of provid- 
ing increased circulation and _ in- 
creased reader interest. The new 
publication will continue the New: 
Week format, keeping the same name 
and contain a page of editorial com- 
ment by Raymond Moley. First issue 
will appear shortly. 
Officers are Vincent 
dent; W. Winston Childs and F. Du- 
Sossoit Duke, vice presidents; Ray- 
mond Moley, editor: S. T. Williamson, 
executive editor; Frank K. White 
treasurer; and Charles F. Bomer. 
ass t treasurer. 
New capital has been paid into the 
corporation, and the magazine ex- 
pects to maintain a minimum circu- 
lation of 275,000 throughout 1937. It 
will continue to be printed at McCall’ 
| printing plant at Dayton, O. 

W. A. Harriman, Astor's associate 
in Today, will continue in the direc- 
tion of the 


Astor, presi- 


new magazine. 


is being | 


ield as dramatic critic and | 


championship | 


plenty of | 





Best Sollee 





‘Gone With the Wind’ ($3.00) 


‘How to Win Friends’ ($2.00) 
‘An American Doctor’s Odyssey’ 
‘The Hundred Years’ 


‘Lancer at Large’ ($2.75) .... ; 
‘Nine Old Men’ ($2.50) ........By 





Best Sellers for the week ending Feb. 6, as reported by the 
American News Co., Ine. 


Fiction 


‘Drums Along the Mohawk ($2.50) ...ceceeeecees- By W. D. Edmonds 
‘Late George Apley’ ($2.50) deesediessedeses Ee Gen Marquang 
"Yane and Yin’ ($2.50) <..:..... dewdeescesaweeers 3 By Alice T. Hobart 
Tie Bree SOC WeGn GOA) . 5. ccc tes deecersewicsas By Ellery Queen 
‘Sound of Running Feet’ ($2.50) ........ .+....-By Josephine Lawrence 


Non-Fiction 

($3.50) By 
($3.00) : ee 
‘Live Alone and Like It’ ($1.50) .. 


Drew Pearson and Robert S. Allen 


accccceccees BY Margaret Mitchell 


......-By Dale Carnegie 
Doctor Victor G. Heiser 
seccceceesses-e By Philip Guedella 

By Marjorie Hillis 
By Francis Yeats Brown 








Baseball Writers’ Shindig 
In a top hat, Jan.es Patrick Daw- 
son, sports expert. of the N. Y. 
Times, was interlocutor at the min- 
strel show presented at the Commo- 


dore Hotel after the annual dinner 
of the Baseball Writers’ Assn. Sun- 
day (7) night. It was the largest 


gathering in the history of the organ- 
ization. 

Dais was studded with star after- 
dinner speakers, who included 


Jimmy Walker, Joe Cook, Walter C. | ° 
and | 


Kelly, Bugs Baer, Bob 
James A. Farley. 

Joe Cook had ’em laughing with 
a story about the old Polo Grounds, 


Ripley 


not the old, old Polo Grounds. Kelly | 


tripled with new stories and Jack 
White, who goes for the Giants in a 
| big way, declared there never was a 
| 1936 world’s series. 

Dawson read a real fan’s 
from President Roosevelt, who wrote 
that he liked plenty of action for his 


money and the games where a lot of | 


runs were scored are right down his 
alley. 

Affair was virtually a good-bye for 
| the writers. Lads have to go to Flor- 
'ida and Cuba to watch the major 
| leaguers tune up for the new season. 





No Libel Dismissal 


Motion by Robert H. McBride, pub- 
lisher, to dismiss a complaint brought 
| by H. S. Boulin, in a $50,000 libel 


son’s book on Pearl Bergoff, titled 
‘I Break Strikes,’ on grounds o. in- 


|clared that the complaint was suf- 
| ficient to support a verdict for the 
plaintiff in libel. 

Boulin, the plaintiff, asserts that 
linking him up with characters in 
the book (which is attached to and 
made part of the complaint itself), 
and the imputation of criminal acts 
in the carrying out of his business is 
libellous. 


D.C. Scribes Elect 


Walter Trohan of the Chicago 
Tribune’s Washington bureau has 
been elected president of the White 
House Correspondents Assn., suc- 
ceeding Fred Storm of the U.P. 
Other officers elected were Ear! God- 
win, of the-Washington Times, vice- 
president and Robert Henderson of 
the Central Press, secretary. Harold 
Oliver of the A.P., Jack O’Brien of 
| the N. Y. Herald-Tribune and John 
_O’Donnell of the N. Y. Daily News 
| were elected to the executive com- 
mittee. 








‘Grievance Hour’ 
Book and Magazine Guild 
hold a ‘Grievance Hour’ for the pub- 


| lishing trade on Feb. 17, with Clifton | 


| Fadiman presiding. 
| Selma Robinson will speak on 
'*‘Women Publishing,’ Margaret Wid- 
,demer on ‘Authors’ Grievances,’ 
| Hugo Gellert on ‘The Artist and the 
| Publisher,” and May Lamberton 
| Becker on ‘Congestion and Anemia’ 
/in juve publishing. 
Moppets Mopping Up 

Patience, Richard, and John, the 
Abbe children who authored ‘Arounc 
the World in Eleven Years.’ now 
over 100.000, lunched with 
Durbin at U and saw 
rushes. They now 


‘Around 


the day’: 
want to write a 
sequel Universal in Eleven 


Reels.’ 


Lenser Mag Head Quits 
C. J. Varhalen, for the past four 
years editor of the American Cine- 
matographer, Hollywood mag, has 
resigned. 
Will devote 
‘Home Movies,’ 


his entire time to 

his own publication 
Beatty’s Stories 

Sumner Blossom, editor of Ameri- 

can Magazine, arrived from N. Y. 

Feb. 8 to confer with Jerome Beatty 

in Hollywood, lattes to do film 


a+ 72 4. y — ny 
stories for American. 


per- 


atite 
ONalicy 


letter | 


suit growing out of Edward Levin- | 


sufficiency for cause of action was | 
denied Monday (8) by Justice Cotillo | 
in New York. The judge also de-} 


will | 


Deanna | 


Farrell Decision Delayed 

Decision in the action brought bv 
the New York Society for the Sup- 
pression of Vice, through John S. 
Sumner, in an attempt to suppress 
James T. Farrell’s novel ‘A World I 
Never Made’ is expected tomorrow 
(11). Hearings in the case were ad- 
journed last week, after a number 
of w.k. writers had testified for the 
defense. Magistrate Henry H. Cur- 
ran has taken the time in the interim 
to read the book. 
Last important censorship case of 
this kind which attracted wide at- 
tention was brought against Erskine 
Caldwell’s ‘God’s Little Acre,’ which 
the publishers, Viking Press, won. 
Farrelt book, published by Van- 
guard, has been vigorously defended 
and a committee of name writers 
;and critics headed by John Cham- 
berlain have protested the action. 





Delineator-Pic Review Merger 

Hearst-owned Pictorial Review Co. 
has purchased the Delineator Maga- 
| zine from the Butterick Co. Latter 
|firm will, however, continue to 
| manufacture and sell Butterick Pat- 
| terns. Announcement was made by 
| Richard E. Berlin, executive vice- 
president of Hearst Magazines, Inc., 
| but the sale will not be completely 
, executed until next Monday (15), 
when a meeting of the Delineator 
| stockholders is expected to approve 
the sale. 

First combined issue of the two 
magazines is scheduled to appear in 
May. 





W. H. Cook’s Bankruptcy 
| William M. Cook, editor of Comics 
| Magazine Co., Inc., filed a petition 

in bankruptcy Thursday (4) in N.Y. 
| Federal Court. Liabilities listed at 
| $16,486, no assets. 

Among the creditors named by 
Cook: Art Color and Printing Co., 
| $1,514; Eddie Toussant (unidentified), 
| $150, and to the Federal News Co., 
|Inc., distributors of the magazine, 
Western Round-up, $3,182. 





CHATTER 

Arnold Genthe in San Francisco. 

Philip Guedella in N. Y. from 
England. 

Marjorie Fischer at work on a 
new book. 

Charles Rothenberg to do a popu- 
lar history of divorce. 

Muriel Babcock, ass’t to Louella 
Parsons, planning a trip East. 

Random House will publish Clare 
Booth Brokaw’s play ‘The Women.’ 

Lion Feuchtwanger’s new histo1i- 
cal novel, ‘The Pretender,’ due in 
April. 

Ivan Goff, Hollywood rep of Lon- 
don Daily Mirror, has added George 
Goodale to his staff. 

Eddie Brietz, sports columnist for 
| the A. P., who has been critically 





ill, now much improved. 

| Herbert Kline left last week (6) 
| for Spain where he will correspond 
| for a number of publications. 

| First book on the Civilian Con- 
| servation Corps, edited by A. C. 
| Oliver, Jr., and Harold M. Dudley, 
will be out next week. 

Mel Graff, who draws ‘Patsy,’ 
|}comic adventure strip for kids for 
A. P., married Gertrude Stonehouse, 
ecretary to Wilson Hicks, photo edi- 
tor for that news association. Florida 
for honeymoon. 

Jim Tully, ace fan magger, son of 
a son of a ditch-digger and presently 


termite inspector of Toluca Lake, 
near Hollywood, gave his Filipino 
house boy a birthday present—a 
brand new shovel. 


Newspaper Guild unit of the City 
News Ass'n. has succeeded in getting 


to the point where representatives 
will confer with the management. 


Requests by the Guild for a confer- 
ence have been going on for a long 
time. 

Special issue of PM, mag for art 
directors and production men, will 
be devoted to memory of William 
Edwin Rudge, master printer. Cover 
«11! be designed by Frederic William 
Goudy title page by Bruce 
t 


and 


t 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 





VaRIETY takes no credit for 





East 


Lone gungirl held up Chin Lee’s 





eatery in Times Sq. last Wednesday. | to be due to a tiff with Jose Iturbi. 


Got away with $70. 


Air show at Grand Central Palace 
did so well it’s to be made an 
annual. 

Cab Calloway, through a proxy, 
contributed $5 to uptown traffic 
court. Doing 54 per on the Harlem 
speedway. 

National Board of Review in a 


three-day session at the 
vania Hotel. 

Vinton Freediey, in Coral Gables, 
telis the world musical comedies 
will be out presently unless a new 
crop of comedians develop. 
old ones, he says, are in Hollywood 
or on the air. 

Pear! Buck tells the Nat. Board of 
Review that the real menace of pic- 
tures is ‘the occasionally false out- 
look on life’ they create. Thinks 
many suicides might be traced to 
the influence of films. 

A. L. Jones back with a 
‘Orchids Preferred.’ Due 
Easter. 

Paul Berney has doubled with S. 
Chauncey Olman for production. 
Will produce a number of plays, 
most of which have been previously 
announced. 

Mrs. Clara Clemens Gabrilowitsch 
in from Europe Thursday with her 
head in bandages, due to the rough 
trip. Widow of the former conduc- 
tor of the Detroit Symphony and 
daughter of Mark Twain. 

David Sarnoff lands Toscanini. 
Will place him at the head of his 
own symphonic orchestra for RCA 
broadcasting and concert work. Will 
be given time out to take his crew 
to Palestine each year. Contract is 
for three years. 

Lolita Cordoba, rhumba dancer, 
pulled off the Berengaria by her re- 
cently acquired husband, Prescott 
Van Wyck. Explained he had to re- 
main in the U. S. on account of law- 
suits. 

Artef Players (Yiddish) to go on 
tour in mid-April. No new produc- 
tion meanwhile. 

Theatre Union has cast ‘Marching 
Song’ and is rehearsing for a debut 
next week (17). 


Pennsyl- 


musical, 
around 


Federal liquor takes for 1936 $110,- | night’s show. 


§87,158 over the soak for ’35. 
Drama League of N. Y. gave a 
dinner at the Pierre Sunday 


All the | 


| 
| 





| 





| 
i 


in ' Concerts Corp., to re-form San Carlo 





| honor of National Drama Week. 
Grant Mitchell was toastmaster. 
Gustav Tinlot, concertmaster of , 
| the Rochester Symphony, out. Alex- 
ander Leventon replaces. Reported 


Katharine Cornell Foundation | 
backing the local run of Remo} 
| Bufano’s marionette show at Mac- 
| Dowell Club. 
Dora Ojeda, hatcheck girl at El 
Chico, nitery, stabbed Doris Roy in | 
an argument over Cesar Concepcion, | 
|trumpet player in Don Alberto’s 
orchestra. 


Group Theatre offering life mem- 
berships at $100 to establish a fund 
for next season’s productions. 


Vilhjalmur elected 


Stefansson 


prexy of Exploiters’ club. Lowell 
Thomas is 2nd v.-p. 
Will of the late Martin Johnson 


probated in N. Y. court. 
gets bulk of the estate. 
Katharine Cornell to revive ‘Can- 


His widow 


dida.’ Will alternate with ‘Wingless 
Victory.’ Eight performances a week 


of the Anderson play too much of a 
strain, she says. 

‘The White Bird,’ American opera 
by Ernest Carter, with libretto by 
Brian Hooker, given a single per- | 
formance at the Hudson Sunday 
night. Had already been done in Chi- 
cago and Germany 

Uday Shar-Kan to give four more | 
dance recitals at the 46th St. 

Talullah Bankhead in Washington 





for ‘Reflected Glory’ and her dad 
sees her for the first time in two} 
years. 


Press photogs to hold their annual 
dance at the Commodore April 9. 

Robinson Smith, who is in with 
Eddie Dowling on ‘Richard II,’ is fig- 
uring on sponsoring Theatre Union’s 
production of ‘Life and Death of an 
American.’ 

Chalmers Clifton, of Columbia Uni- 
versity, to take over the Federal 
Music project in the N. Y. area. Suc- 
ceeds Lee Pattison, who went over to 
the Met. 

Owen Davis working with Arthur 
Train on ‘Mr. Tutt Comes Home,’ 
play using the familiar Satevepost 
character. 

Title of Sam J. Park play chopped 
from ‘Driftwood in the Eddy’ to just 
‘Driftwood.’ Due in March. 

‘Country Wife’. Co. partied Roger 
Livesey and his bride after Monday 
Mrs. Livesey (Ursula 
Jeans) given a loving cup. 

Fortune Gallo, with Columbia 
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PARAMOUNT:ccans 


“CHAMPAGNE WALTZ” 


—ON THE STAGE— 
FRED WARING 














| AND HIS ORCHESTRA 








HELD OVER 


‘YOU ONLY LIVE ONCE’ 


with HENRY FONDA 
and SYLVIA SIDNEY 
UNITES 


ARTISTS R } V Oo a 


S'WAY at 
49th St. 











CAPITOL KA 


THIRD BIG WEEK! 


GARBO - Robt. TAYLOR 
“CAMILLE”’ 








6 Gresownt 
WILLIAM POWELL 
MYRNA LOY 


‘After The Thin Man’ 
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—VAUDEVILLE— 
LEON NAVARA & ORCH., 
S$ BERT WALTON 














RADIO 
CITY 


MUSIC HALL 


“ON THE 
AVENUE” 


| 
| 


troupe for a road tour. Opera will 
carry a Russian ballet troupe. 

Stamford University to hold an- 
other Max Anderson Award contest. 
Poetic dramas only. 

Peggy Garcia’s breach suit against 
Dave Rubinoff a mistrial when 
called Monday (8). Will start again 
next Monday (15). 

Queen Mary made ‘French With- 
out Tears’ her first play since the 
death of her husband. Attended the 
Monday performance. 





Coast 


William Russell Malcor, editor and 
columnist of the Redondo Beach, 
Cal., Reflex, recently recommended 
in his column that prospective politi- 
cal candidates carry out their threat 
to ‘sock him in the nose.’ They did. 

On the perennial newspaper re- 
vival of the William Desmond Tay- 
lor murder case in L. A., Mary Miles 
Minter asserted that ‘I would give 
everything I possess to solve the 
mystery of Mr. Taylor’s murder.’ 

Julius Tannen and his wife cele- 
brated their 37th wedding anniver- 
sary Feb. 2 in Los Angeles. 

Shirley Seward, picture actress, 
received an annulment of her mar- 
riage to Edmund Garfield Seward, 
scenarist, in Los Angeles. 

William F. Dugan, 42, who wrote 
the radio script ‘Death Rides the 
Highway.’ was convicted of drunk 
driving in Beverly Hills. He applied 
for probation. 

Will of William B. Hogg, radio 
parson known as Josiah Hopkins, 
was probated in L. A., leaving $5,000 
estate to his widow. 

Gambling raid on 
heavily patronized by 


Club, 
crowd, 


Clover 
film 


may result in revocation of liquor 
license, Board of Equalization an- 
nounced. Policy of the board has 
been to cancel liquor permits 
where evidences of gambling are 
found. 

Ring Lardner, Jr., announced his 
forthcoming marriage to _ Silvia 


Schulman, secretary to David Selz- 
nick. Son of late humorist is on 
the Selznick International writing 
staff. 

Mayo Methot, actress, filed suit for 
divorce in Los Angeles from Percy 
Morgan, charging too much inter- 
ference with her career. 

Arline Judge instituted divorce 
proceedings against Wesley Ruggles, 
film: director, charging ‘cruel and in- 
human treatment.’ Property settle- 
ment gives actress $1,000 a month for 
support of their son. They were 
married in 1921. 

Stan Laurel and his wife, who ob- 
tained a default divorce decree last 
December, ‘eloped’ to New York to 
start all over again. 

Petition to allow Sunday dancing 
in Los Angeles submitted to City 
Council with request that it go on 
the next ballot as an initiative ordi- 
nance. 

Walter Meyers, agent, won a step 
in his $75,000- damage suit against 
Lionel Stander, actor, when L. A. 
judge overruled actor’s demurrer 
contending there was nothing mutual 
in their contract. Meyers is seeking 
possible commission for four years 
of a five-year pact. 

_ Complaint was filed in L, A. charg- 
ing C. Sharpe Minor, theatrical 
organist, with forging three checks 
for $38. 

Humphrey Bogart admitted in 
L. A. that his wife (Mary Phillips) 
is returning to New York shortly to 
start divorce proceedings. 

Ellen Presgptt, stage player, had 
her picture contract with 20th-Fox 
approved in the L. A. courts. 

Unusual method of photography 
has been invented in Hollywood by 
Robert W. Coburn, photographer, 
and Rowena Thom Rathbone, his as- 
sistant. In what they declare is a 
‘soul picture,’ the face alone is dis- 
closed, while hair, clothes and back- 
ground are entirely eliminated. 

Alleging that L. A. court decisions 
against his client made it possible 
for an actor’s manager to collect on 
his earnings while devoting ‘little 
or no time to his affairs, Attorney 
Morton Garbus filed an appeal on 
behalf of Lloyd B. Nolan, actor, with 
the California Supreme Court. De- 
cision On appeal granted Ruth 
Meyers, Hollywood agent, the right 
to collect én Nolan’s contract, al- 
though it had been broken. 

Jewelry and heirlooms valued at 
several thousand dollars were stolen 
from the Hollywood apartment of 
Elizabeth Allen, English film actress. 

Unauthorized use of his literary 
work for the production of a film 
based on ‘Crime and Punishment’ 
by Dostoevski, Russian novelist, was 
charged against Columbia Pictures 
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in L. A. suit for $25,000 damages 
| filed by David Chagi, who alleges 
he adapted the novel for pictures 
and that the studio appropriated it. 
Gay Matinez, actress, was arrested 
in L. A. on a charge of lifting $125 
'from the wallet of Tommy Thomp- 
son, Santa Anita horse trainer. 
Pilotless airplane designed by 
Reginald Denny as an improved 
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target for army anti-aircraft pete: 
tice will be submitted to the U. S., 
army officials in a test at San Diego. 

Adrienne Ames asserted in L. A. 
that she is planning to file a second 
divorce suit against Bruce Cabot. 
Previously, Miss Ames received an 
interlocutory decree against the 
actor but later they were recon- 
ciled. 

Betty Miller, picture player, filed 
$200,000 breach of promise _ suit 
against Gilbert H. Mosby, L. A. 
patent medicine manufacturer. 

Barbara Stanwyck issued permit to 
erect $22,000 home in Van Nuys, Cal. 
Her neighbor will be Zeppo Marx, 
who is spending $20,000 for his struc- 
ture. 

Charging cruelty, 





Mrs. Elizabeth 
| kiewicz, Metro producer, 
| for divorce in L. A. Complaint asks 
approval of a property settlement 
giving her $1,000 a month. Settle- 
ment also gives custody of couple’s 
seven-month-old child to the mother 


filed suit 


superior ccurt to determine the status 
of her agency contract with Zeppo 
Marx, Inc. Actress, 16, asks court to 
affirm discharge of contract asserted 
to have been made Dec. 17, 1936. Suit 
claims discharge of agency should 
be upheld as she was under 18 years 
of age at the time of signing. She 
asks return of all monies paid to the 
agency. 

Two bandits held up and robbed 


lywood., 





| owes the U. S. government $15,3% in | 
additional income taxes for 1932, ac- 
| cording to lien filed in L. A. 

Slim Martin, ork leader, ordered 


| to appear in a L. A. court to explain 
| why he hasnt’ 
back alimony to Mrs. Martin, adopted 
daughter of the late Alexander Pan- 


ing $350 weekly. 

Gastone Usigli has been 
acting director of music for the Fed- 
eral Music Project in L. A. county. 

Aroused over a remark made about 
his ‘big cigars,’ Ben Bernie dropped 
off the bandstand at the Ambassador 
hotel in L. A. and planted a hay- 
maker on the jaw of a naval officer. 
Bernie said the ribbing was 
annoying.’ 








Radio Logrolling 
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if this decorous approach is to be 
consistent it would ill behoove a 
comic visiting another’s program to 
behave himself in any way that 
would be contrary to the expectation 
of house guests. What would be re- 
garded as still worse is any attempt 
on the part of the show’s regular 
comic to put his guest over the 
rollers. 
Not New 

Reciprocal exchange of appear- 
ance dates by their comics is okay 
with the sponsors involved. The 
guests, working either way strictly 
on the cuff, manage to sneak in one 
if not several plugs for their pay- 
roll’s product. Idea of mike log- 
rolling started three years ago. Jack 
Benny and Fred Allen were among 
the first to do it. In due time it be- 
came an intra-agency fashion. Comics 
working under the same agency 
banner made it a practice of appear- 
ing gratis on one another’s program. 
From this arrangement developed 
the you-appear-for-me-and-I’ll-do- 
the-same-for-you thing. In some 
cases it helped to bolster a program 
that wasn’t doing so well, without 
added expense to the advertiser. 

In recent months the outstanding 
exchanger of favors along this line 
has been Eddie Cantor. Within a 
short period Cantor played the I’ll- 


Jolson (Rinso), Jack Oakie (Camel) 
and Irving Berlin, who appeared on 
the ‘Hollywood Hotel’s’ stanza 
(Campbell Soup) when it broadcast 
(5) an excerpt from ‘On the Ave- 
nue.’ Berlin had the previous Sun- 
day (31) traded compliments with 
Cantor on the Texaco show. During 
his several weeks’ stay in New York 
this winter, Cantor reciprocated on 
dates with Rudy Vallee. Walter 
Winchell and Ben Bernie is another 
long-standing ‘feud,’ with consistent 
build-up every week. 





| assumed that Benny will return the 
favor on the American Can program. 
Others that have done some gadding 
| about from’ one program to another 
| on the tit-for-tat basis are Stoop- 
| nagle and Budd, Beatrice Lillie, Ed 
| Wynn and Phil Baker, and quite a 
| number of others. Not all comedians, 
| but latter category is most active at 
visiting around. 


| visit him this Sunday (14) and it is 





| BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles Edward 
| Midgley, Jr., son, Feb. 2, in New 
York. Father is spot time buyer for 


Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborne. 


Mankiewicz, wife of Joseph L. Man- | 


with $500 monthly for boy’s support. | 
Olympe Bradna requested the L. A. | 


William Lawrence, pic actor, in Hol- | 


Ignace Jan Paderewski assertedly | 


paid $6,700 alleged | 


tages. Former wife stated he is earn- | 


named 


‘very | 


do-the-same-for-you act on three 
programs emanating from Holly- 
wood. Reciprocities involved Al | 


Benny has Ben Bernie slated to | 


| Feb. 4. 


—— = 


DORIS DAWSON’S SUIT 
TO RECOVER FINERY 


Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 9. 
Doris Dawson, New York actress 
who spent a short time in Greens. 
boro in November, 1935, filed suit in 
Guilford superior court against Wil- 
liam Comer Covington, High Point 
manufacturer, for actual and puni- 
tive damages, aggregating $30,000, 
and for the recovery of the value of 
a diamond ring and two fur coats. 
estimated at $13,400. 
It is alleged in the complaint that 
| Covington, with force and firearn 





Dy 


| attacked the plaintiff on Nov. 7, 1935. 
in Greensboro, and forcibly took pos. 
session of the ring and coats. It is 

j also alleged that the plaintiff suf- 
fered great physical shock and was 
ill in bed for some time by reaso 
of the treatment accorded he: 
Covington. 

| The complaint set out that ‘on 


Nov. 7, 1935, the plaintiff was the 
owner of a marquise diamond ring, 
valued at $3,400; a sable coat and a 
| blended mink fur coat, valued at 
| $5,000 each; that on the above date 
in Greensboro the defendant by 
| force, violence and threats, whereby 
the plaintiff was put in fear for her 
life and great bodily injury, wrong- 
| fully and by force of arms, seized 
land took the aforementioned ar- 
ticles. 





| Uncle Sam, Host 
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would pick a suitable site, make es- 
timates of cost, and formulate plans 
for operation of the structure. No 
| architectural work is in sight at the 
| present time. 

Idea had its real genesis in the 
deluge of rain on Inauguration Day. 
| While previously there have been 
short-lived drives to bring about a 
| public convention hall locally, the 
| present crusade was prompted by 
the lack of space with which to ac- 
commodate the crowds who wanted 
to see President Roosevelt take the 
oath of office. 


Despite the huge Federal building 
program, the Capitol lacks a good- 
sized hall. The only spacious pri- 
vately owned building has been 
taken over by the Works Progress 
Administration for office space, 
while the Interior Department, 
Commerce Department and Labor 
Department auditoriums cannot ac- 
commodate crowds of more than 
1,000 apiece. 


MG Radio Ban 


(Continued from page 3) 

















are also taking into. consideration is 
that there might be a little flare-up 
at the Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of America convention in 
Miami next month. They feel that 
complaints about inconsistent prod- 
uct at that session will be enough to 
contend with and necessary to square 
off without having the exhibs blow 
off a lot of steam about producers’ 
talent donation to radio which the 
exhibs claim is a box office menace. 


Studio heads here are glad that 
New York has taken the initiative 
in ordering the ban as it leaves them 
in a position to carry out the order 
without fear of any diplomatic 
tangles with their personnel. 





MARRIAGES 


Juanita Pollard to Joseph Walker, 
in Los Angeles, Feb. 4. Bride is film 
writer. Groom is cameraman with 
Columbia Pictures. 


Nedra Smith to Thomas Knox, Jr., 
in New York, Feb. 12. Bride-to-be 
is secretary for Edwin H. (Buddy) 
Morris, gen. mgr. of Warner Bros.’ 
music pub ishing interests. 

Rosalind Broads to Sol _ Immerman 
|! in New York, Feb. 21. Groom is a 
theatrical artist and son of Connie 
Immerman, night club operator. 


Florence Elaine Smith to Robert 
Beresford, in Hollywood, Feb. 5, 
Bride is daughter of Robert Smith. 
manager of Grauman’s Chinese 
theatre. 

May Virginia Olmstead to John 
Whitney Sampson, in Los Angeles, 
Bride is daughter of Ray 
Olmstead, Los Angeles independent 
film distributor. 


Thelma Goodman to Harry Ein- 
stein, Feb. 7, in Los Angeles. Groom 
is Parkyakarkas: bride, Thelma 





| 





Leeds, picture actress. 
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TIMES SQUARE 
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Broadway 





Harlan Thompsons 
ast. 
Comerbert Bayard Swone to Florida, 
Saturday (6). ; Riis 
Judy Kelly was in hospital with in- 
fected tooth. 


Jack Pegler due back from the | 


Coast this week. 

Gene Towne, writer for 
mount, in town from Coast. 

Eddie Flynn, of Mackay’s ticket 
agency, passed eway in his sleep. 

Arthur Block, of Fulton b.o., plans 
presenting a play cal'd “Recount.” 

Frank Hate ard Johnny Waker 
beck from Florida plenty smoked up. 

Leon Spachner beck with Chicago 
company of ‘You Cant Take It With 
You.’ 

Walter (Tiny) Stewart has firally 
trained down to box office dimen- 
sions. 

Harry Ertle, singer, stuck up and 
slashed by hoodlums in Harlem last 
week. 

A. L. Libman appointed agency 
supervisor of Manhattan Life Ins. 
Company. 


Para- 


Mort Lewis, writer, signed by Ed t- | 


cational for series of shorts. 
year ticket. 


One 


Radio Ramblers start March 23 on | 


new WB short at the Brooklyn Vita- 
phone studios. 


Richard Morenus off to Indianapo- | 
lis, where he will be affiliated with | 


Station WIRE. 

Al Burks back from Boston where 
he handled picture openings for 
United Artists. 


Mortimer Gold, who cwns a ceme- | 


tery in Jamaica, going into circus 
field next summer. 


shooting prize in New York A, C. 
handicap meet Sunday (7). 

Bob Broder back from the Coast 
with a flock of play scripts under his 
arm. Went out on legal biz. 


Edythe Serai, former p.a. for the | 


Shuberts and the Met Opera, on her 
own as publicizer for hotels. 

Robert Schless, Warner general 
manager in Europe, sailed for Paris 
Saturday (6) to take up his duties 
there. 

Joe Bigelow’s family follows him 
to Hollywood in a couple of weeks. 
VARIETY Muggs gave Bige a farewell 
shindig. 

Lee (Mrs. Hal) Horne to Florida 
with Rose (Mrs. Al) Lichtman, while 
Horne went back to the Coast and 
Wanger production. 

Major film companies are planning 
to close down at noon Lincoln’s 
birthday (12). Majority of them were 
open all day last year. 

Warner Bros. have Hal Kemp's 
orchestra for the annual banquet-ball 


this year of the Warner Club, Feb. | 


20 at the Waldorf-Astoria. 


Irving Mills suffered a_ broken | 
finger last week when Walter | 


Meyers, agent, accidentally slammed | 


a taxi door on Mills’ hand. 


° . ° | 
Byline on Mirror’s story of Gar- | 


den’s wrestling show Monday read 
*‘Danno Parker.’ On the bill were 
Crusher Casey and Danno O’Maho- 
ney. 

Sol and Fay Lesser back to the 
Coast after six weeks abroad, during 
which he signatured Oscar Strauss 
fo>- the next Bobby Breen (RKO) 
picture. 

Herb Crooker left New York Mon- 
day night (8) on a contacting trip 
for Warners that will take in Pitts- 
butgh, Washington and Baltimore. 
Back in a week. 

Gilda Oakleaf, who's in ‘But for 
the Grace of God,’ threw a party for 
Prince and Princess Vladimir Krin- 
sky. who are here from Russia on 
their way to Hollywood. 


_ There will be five teams represent- | 
ing the R. C. Music Hall in the In- | 


ternational American Bowling Con- 
gress, to be held here from March 
10 to April 26. Fred Pikurtz ¢ 
president of the R. C. Musi« Tiall 
Bowling club. 

Sons of Indiana, society of New 


Yorkers from that state. are holding | 
a shindig at the Commodore tomor- 
(11), which means that 


row night 
George Wellbaum and most of the 
boys at the Hays office are now in 
training for the affair. 


Election in Mecca Temple (Shrine) | 


did right by Times Sq. Ranney Wil- 
son, of the Times. moves into second 
~ as Chief Rabban. Max Fuchs 
oO 


back to the ; 

















Berlin 





Fox execs into a huddle. 


Perennial ‘Merrv Widow’ on again 
this year at the Plaza. 


Maria Roland back from 


radio 


yodelling in Stockholm. 


Andrew Marton from London to 
look over his Himalaya material. 

Gerhard Huscn to song-recital at 
the Schubert festival at Beethoven 
Hall. 

Death took Leo 
Germany’s 
designers. 

Sir Thomas Beecham in Berlin to 
conduct Gluck’s ‘Orpheus’ at the 
State Opera. 

State radio chamber sending out 
six radio-equipped vans to drum up 
trade in the sticks. | 

Colin Ross back from Spain, giv- | 
ing a lecture with lantern slides at 
Philharmonic Hall. 

Jung Oschu Diuen, Chinese ac- 
tress, to give performances at the 
Behrenstrasse theatre. 

Jack Hylton, headlining at the 
Scala in February, to baton at the 


Pasetti, one of 
most prominent scenic ; 


| coming Press ball here. 


World premiere of Paul Beyer’s 
operetta ‘Kaiserin Katherina’ Feb. 3 


| at the Admiral’s Palast. 
Al Trahan copped another trap | 


Emil Jannings off to Pompeii for 
outdoor shots of his new pic, ‘Der 
Herrscher’ (‘The Victor’). 

Anton Hamik’s modernized ver- 
sion of Goldoni’s ‘Liar’ scheduled 
for the State Theatre, Berlin. 

Much more space being given over 
this year at the Leipzig Fair to} 
photography and motion-pictures. 

Every cinema in Germany was 
open at nocn on Jan. 30 to give the 
public a chance to hear Hitler’s 
broadcast. 

Karl Ritter, directing ‘Patrioten,’ | 
was visited at Ufa by Dr. Goebbels | 
and the French Ambassador, Fran- 
cois-Poncet. 

Fritz Peter Busch signed by Tobis- | 
Europa for ‘Warschauer Zitadelle’ 
from Alfred Muehr’s play 


Impressive production of Ludwig 
Thoma’s ‘Magdalena’ given at Unter 
den Linden theatre in honor of his 
70th anniversary. 

Paul Lincke’s operetta, ‘Im Reiche 
des Indra,’ rearranged by Bolten- 


Baeckers and Hans Breunecke, to) 


premiere at the Plaza. 
Tobis signing La Jana for four 


films, beginning with two Eichberg | 
| pix, ‘The Tiger from Eshnapur’ and | 


‘The Indian Memorial.’ 

Hageburg, a castle near Berlin. 
acquired by the German Reichspost 
Ministry to be used as laboratory 
for television research. ; 

Rudi Godden, eccentric juve who 
put plenty of punch into Tobis’ re- 
cent production “Truxa,’ has been | 
signed up by it for a year. 

From the Bayreuth Wagner Fes- | 
tival of last year, 22 records have | 
been made by Telefunken, 10 of | 
which are already on the market. 

Norbert Jacques now in Germisch- 
Partenkirchen working on a scenario | 
for new Terra film ‘Eine Frau | 
Kommt in die Tropen.’ ( | 
shots to be taken in Nairobi, Africa, | 
in April. 

Joseph Gregor, director of the the- | 
atrical devartment of the Viennese | 
National Library, is editor of a new | 
periodical, Theater der Welt. con- | 
taining good illustrations and inter- | 
national low-down. 


Jack Barnstyn here 

Rita Poulton lining up her own 
girls band. 

Richard Barthelmess here on a fly- 
ing visit from Switzerland. 

Jackie Heller may do a picture for 


the Lobster, made a two-bagger. | Joe Rock Film Prods. here. 


Re-elected trustee and rep. to Im- 
perial Council. 
executive member. starting his 33d 
year on the executive committee. 


Chicago 








J. C. Stein off to the Coast. 

Max Halperin to New York. 

John Balaban vacationing in Ha- 
vana. 

Joey Jacobson on his way to South 
America. 

George Pincus displaying his 
Florida suntan around the loop. 

Frank Schreiber planning to go to 
the Coast with the baseball teams. 

Louise Fitch claims to have gotten 
on a train to say good-bye to a 
friend and carted all the way to 
Omaha. 

Charlie Blake, star writer on the 
Chi Evening American, in hospital 
with pneumonia after wrestling with 
the flood. 

George R. Weisberg, formerly with 
New York brokerage firm of J. S. 
Bache, into show biz as assistant 
mgr. at the Garrick. 


VARIETY Mugg got) 


| of The Stage, died. 


Carl Randall escorting his folks, on 
first trip here, around West-End. 
Mae Wynne and Zella on a 10-week 


| English tour of General Theatres. 


Lionel Carson, 65, managing editor | 
Had been ill for 
months. 

Heinrich Fraenkel returned from a 
continental trip and back on scenario 
writing. 

Ruth Chatterton here for a huliday, 


| but admits she would like to make 


a picture. 

Mike Middleton is off to N. Y. to 
dispose of Ameican rights of ‘Mill on 
the Floss.’ 

J. Walter Thompson testing Car- 
roli and Howe for a Radio Luxem- 
bourg picgram. 

Alex L. Fischer, brother of Cliff, 
back from Bad Neuenahr, where he 


| underwent a cure. 


Carl Brisson expected here in three 
weeks to consider film offers frorm 
three local film cos. 

Covent Garden to have an 11-week 
opera season. Prices are being tilted 
for the Coronation. 

Svivia and Christian booked by 
Cliff Fischer for his next show at the 
French Casino, New York. 

June Hart and Jack Holland to 


| tion. 


Outdoor | d 


spht. 
ness to settle down in married life. 
Sidney 


his ‘Blackbirds’ booking, and losing. 


Collins Music Hall, one of the old- | 


est in Landon, reopened Jan. 25 as 
a repertory theatre for straight plays. 

Jack Waller treating entire com- 
pany of ‘Big Business’ to Savoy 
luncheon as a break from rehearsals. 

Moss Vernon staging a cabaret at 
the Piccadilly hotel, with Alan Shires 
staging. In for four weeks with op- 
tion. 

Two successive Sunday night pro- 
ductions due of different versions of 
Emily Bronte’s novel, ‘Wuthering 
Heights.’ 

A. C. Astor now has the freehold 
of His Majestys theatre, Carlisle. an 
1,100-seater, where he operates 
vaudeville. 

British National-Corfield film, “The 
Street Singer,’ starring Arthur Tracy, 
will be handled by Arthur Dent for 
Wadour F' ims. 

Godfrev Tearle :narrying for third 
time. 


Palmes, ac‘ress. 

In a pre-coronation clean-up of 
night haunts, 37 clubs were sum- 
moned, with many fines and lengthy 
terms of imprisonment. 

Sydney Cavrcll reviving ‘The Road 
to Ruin,’ written by Thomas Hoicroft 
in the 18th century. Piece has not 
been staged for 45 years. 

Max Schach has at last broken 
through the Gaumont-British barrier. 


|GB has booked his ‘Love From a| 


Stranger’ for all its houses. 
Steve Geray and Magda Kun 
signed by Alexander Korda to do 


two films, starting in March. William 


Cameron Menzies will direct. 
Harry Roy to do his second film 
for Joe Rock, which will feature his 
wife, Princess Pearl, and his band. 
Picture titled ‘Rhythm Packeteer.’ 
New comedy by Sheila 


Beatrix Lehmann and Jack Livesey. 
Four Ortons, just back from Africa 


and ready to sail for home when | 
Harry Foster handed them a contract | 
‘Der | to play the Scala, Berlin, for a month. | 
Weisse Adler.’ 


Jack Yorke, 


former booker for 


Bush & Joseph's four indie vaude | 
houses, is out. Joins Harry Kaufman, 
in the! - ‘ 

| the evils ‘of Sydney’s 
Kurt Robitschek to produce ‘Con- | 


who books 


sticks. 


indie houses 


gress Dances’ at the Alhambra, Paris, 


May 1, as a Paris Exhibition attrac- | 
( _ Wants June Knight, with Bob | 
Ritchie, Miss Kiuiight’s representative, | 


asking for a guarantee. 





Paris 





Paul Colline at the Bobino. 
Lys Gautry off to London. 
Eric Pommer in from London. 
Tino Meller at the Alhambra. 


Gretl Vernon at Chez Ray Ventura. | 
Jane Renouardt in from New York. 


Louis Lemarchand back from New 
York. 
Walter 
*Hiver. 
Christian Jaque to make a pic star- 
ring a dog. 


Powell at the Circue 


Jean Berry, nephew of Jules, to | 


enter films. 

Edwin Fischer piano-recitaling at 
the Salle Chopin. 

Theatre des Arts celebrating its 
100th anniversary. 

William Wyler throwing a cock- 
tail2r for the press. 

Jim Witteried welcoming Mary 
Glory back from N. Y. 

Leon Volterra throwing a cham- 
pagne party at the Lido. 

French tenor, Andre Burdino, off 
to London for five recitals. 

Lucien Baroux off on a provincial 
tour starting in Marseilles. 


Henri de la Fataise in from Annam. 


where he made a color film, ‘Kliou.’ 

Cecile Sore] making a screen test 
at Billiancourt under Yves Mirande’s 
eyes. 

‘Land Without Music,’ starring 
Richard Tauber, opening at the Ma- 
rigny. 

Opening of the Normandie. cinema- 
music hall in Champs-Elysees, set for 
Feb. 4. 

‘Nous les Femmes Nues’ (‘We, the 
Nude Ladies’), new revue opening at 
Concert Mayol. 

Joan Warner commencing work on 
pic, ‘Seduction,’ at Epinay; Pierre 
Caron megging. 

‘Les Gangsters du Chateau dif.’ 
Marseillaise operetta, opening at the 
Theatre Varietes. 

Lucienne Boyer scheduled to star 
in a musical comedy by Pierre Bayle 
and Jean Delettre. 

‘Tout Paris Chante’ (‘All 
Sings’). starring Tino Rossi, closing 
at the Casino de Paris. 

Pierre Sandrini producing the 
stage show at the Normandie, new 
Champs-Elysees showcase. 

‘Le Roi’ ‘The King’), starring 
y Morlay, setting record of 13 
weeks’ run at the Marivoux. 


‘Deux de la Police’ (Two from the | 


Police’), comedy, will be produced at 
the Theatre Deux-Masques when 


Miss Hart quitting show busi- | 


Burns suing Dick Crean. ! 
orchestra leader, for commission on | 


His last wife died in 1925. and | 
the future Mrs. Tearle is Barbara} 


Donis- | 
thorpe, ‘First Night,’ tries out at the | 
Arts Theatre Club Feb. 21, starring | 





Paris 
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Sydney 


By Eric Gorrick 





‘Wild Violets’ clicking in Mel- 


bourne. 


Clarence Badger readying to do 


another pic. 


Stuart F. Doyle back from his 


vachting trip. 


Monte Carlo Russian Ballet will 


tour New Zealand. 


Charles Munro, Hoyts, soon taking 
a New Zealand trip. 

Frank Marden, boss of 2 UW, tak- 
ing a short vacation. 

Joe Joel, Columbia, forced to post- 
pone his American trip. 

Cinesound’s ‘It Isn't Done’ will 
shortly be released in Sydney. 

Coin still hard to secure for pro- 


duction of local pix by indies. 


Joe Brennan appearing in ‘Sleep- 
ing Beauty’ for Graham Mitchell. 

Griffen Foley has replaced Tom 
Gurr as film critic for the Sunday 
Sun. ' 

Very few street beggars here; a 
sure sign that bad times have de- 


parted. 


Brett Randall premiered Ivor No- 


vello’s ‘Full House’ in Melbourne 
successfully. 
Perry Bros.’ circus completing a 


season in Sydney prior to setting out 
for England. 

Roy Purves setting plans for his 
new theatre in a Sydney nabe due 
for opening next May. 

Activity continues in the nabes 
among the indies. Reported that 1937 
will see a real building boom. 

Excellent exploitation campaign 


carried out by Herbie Hayward for, 


‘Swing Time’ (RKO) in Sydney 


Gordon Williams has completed a | 


B.I.P. Product is 
British Empire 


Victorian 0.0. for 
released here by 
Films. 

Gordon Conrad turning out some 
corking exploitation stunts for Luna 
Park. Conrad was for years an ace 
pic exploiteer here. 


City of Adelaide has been packed | 


with visitors for the Centenary and 


the various shows made out all right. | 


Next year it’s Sydney’s turn. 
Boxing has taken the count in Syd- 
ney for the time being. No impor- 
tant fight lined up, and there are no 
overseas’ fighters of any note here. 


Clerics have been taking a slap at} 
night life. | 


Overseas’ visitors have always com- 
plained about the absence of high life 
in the city. 

With Japan now buying wool from 


this country, trade all around has | 


taken a great uplift. In due course, 
some of the coin will flow into the 
managerial pockets. 


Dickers still on for introduction of | 


Chesterfield product into Australia. 
American indies have found it hard 
to secure an outlet in this field, but 


reports are that a deal will be made. | 


Josephine O'Neil handling film 


criticisms for the Daily Telegraph in | 


Sydney. Isabel Gullet, who recently 
returned from a world’s tour, handles 


the pic stuff for the Sun and Woman. | 


Athenaeum, Melbourne, has been 
completely remodelled for Frank 
Talbot and opened with ‘Song of 
Freedom’ (G-B) and ‘Everybody 
Dance’ (G-B). Athenaeum is the ace 


| British theatre in Melbourne now. 


Hamilton Webber doing the mu- 
sical score for Cinesound’s ‘It Isn’t 
Done.’ Webber also did the score 
for same unit’s ‘Orphan of the Wil- 
derness.’ 


Sydney. 

Acts playing Sydney and Mel- 
bourne for Frank Neil include, Jim 
7erald. Willie West and McGinty, 
Hadji Ali, De Car & Spotty, Will Au- 
brey. Murray and Walton, Patricia 
and Collin. Frank O'Brian. Cressos. 
Harry Abdy. Ross and Stone and 
Eddie Gordon. 


~ Detroit ; 


By Pete Wemhoff 





Claude Riley heads Michigan Press 
Assn. 


Ground broken for Palmer Park | 


theatre. 

Wayne U. showing series of old- 
time flickers. 

Federal agents cracking down on 
liquor stills here. 

Frank Gill, Windsor Star crick, 
wed to Carol Loring, Detroit. 

Nan Blackstone recuping from 
broken jaw suffered in car crash in 
Canada. 


Gregory Piatigorsky, Russian cell- | 
ist, marries Jacqueline de Rothschild 


in Ann Arbor. 

Father of Clyde Beck and Esther 
Beck McIntyre, of the News’ staff, 
killed in car crash. 

Wad of local entertainers signed 
up for ‘Little World Fair,’ April 2- 
1] in Convention Hall. 

Harry Russell denied injunction 
restraining Harry Jarkay from m.c.’- 
ing in an opposish ‘beef trust’ show. 

Harvey Croze, of WPA here. or- 
ganizes dramatic guild for Detroit 
youth, between 18 and 25; instruction 
free. 

Property owners fighting use of 
new Naval Armory for sport events. 


| expositions, dances, et al, claiming 
‘L’Estrange Nuit de Rochland’ folds. 


nuisance, 





Twice daily he conducts) 
the orchestra at the State theatre, | 


| Metro’s 


Clarence Muse lining up p.a. tour, 
Stanley Smith trained in for pie 


| work. 


Joy Hodges 
birthday. 
Walter Meyers to New York for 


added up another 


two weeks. 


J. J. McCarthy improving at his 


Bevhills home. 


Ed Bangs, Cleveland News sports 
ed, ogling studios. ; 

Sarah Padden back from tour in 
‘Night of January 16.’ 

Bill Underwood up from Dallas for 
couple of weeks’ rest. 

Spencer Tracy getting_a checkup 
at St. Vincent’s hospital. : 

Ed Peskay eastbound after week’s 
product powwow on Coast. 

William Anthony McGuire recov- 
ering from sinus operation. 

That Washington trip sent 
Harlow to bed with the flu. 

Edna May Oliver will journey to 
England for the Coronation. 

Rufus LeMaire trekked to Frisce 
to lamp talent for Universal. 

S. Kabayana, Japanese film pro- 
duction exec, observing at Metro. 

Arnold Van Leer in town working 
on pic ties for the Dictograph Co. 

Anna Sten disposed of her Santa 
Monica menage and building in 
Brentwood. 

Walter Harrison here doing a se- 
ries of fashion stories for the Daily 
Oklahoman. 

Mae West bought a ranch near 
Van Nuys for her brother's horse- 
breeding biz. 

Dorothy Manners replaced Jerry 
Lane as one of Louella Parsons’ 
studio legmen. 

Clarence Brown and Bryan Foy 
buying new planes. Foy is still 
taking lessons. 

Matthew Boulton arrived f/om 
New York for part in ‘Night Must 
Fall’ at Metro. 

Gloria Swanson reached Coast to 
prepare for title spot in Metro's 
*‘Mazie Kenyon.’ 

Ella Logan in from Chicago for, 


Jean 


comedy role in Goldwyn’s ‘The 
Woman's Touch.’ . 
Bill Speyers, member of RKO’s 


publicity staff, sold his orig, “Certi- 
fied,’ to the studio. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., due at 
Selznick-International Feb. 20 to do 
‘The Prisoner of Zenda.’ 

Hank Hankinson, prizefighter, 
playing role of heavyweight con- 
tender in ‘Kid Galahad.’ 

Harriet Hilliard has been ordered 
back from New York for spot in 
RKO’s ‘New Faces of 1938.’ 

Arthur Auerbach, newspaperman- 
actor, floored with ptomaine poison- 
ing. He's in a short at MG. 

Norman Siegal, radio ed of Cleve- 
land Press. here doing series of yarns 
for Scripp’s-Howard papers. 

Lester Scott, former Pathe pro- 
ducer, now assistant to Larry Wick- 
land, Rep associate producer. 

Allen Cummings, general manager 
of exchange operations for Metro, 
visited the studio for the first time. 

Universal studio again put up bars 
against the overflow of yokels ogling 
sets. Val Paul must sign the slips 
now. 

Eleanor Powell, Buddy Ebsen and 


| George Murphy have started terp 


rehearsals for ‘Broadway Melody of 
1937’ at MG. 

E. A. Dupont, Par director, bought 
three nags .when the J. W. March- 
bank stable was auctioned off at 
Santa Anita. ain 

Henry pte nig lost 22 pounds 
and Gary Cooper five while laid up 
with flu, necessitating deiay on Par’s 
‘Souls at Sea.’ é ' 

Mary Doyle. widow of Laird 
Doyle, recently killed in a plane 
crash. gets am acting role in “Talent 
Scout’ at WB. 

Milton Beecher, formerly in 
publicity department, has 
turned talent scout for Bill Grady 
in the casting office. 

William Moll, prez: May Stanhope, 
Roy Greer, Irma Bermudez, Moe 
Slater and Joe Keenan are new offi- 
cers of the 20th-Fox studio club. 

Franklin Hansen, Tom Reed, Mil- 
ton Cashy. Lee Tracy, Donald Crisp 
and Walter Greene are new officers 


of the Pacific Writers Yacht Club. 


Sv Bartlett trained to Chicago to 


meet Sol Lesser, en route from Eu- 


'rope. to mull Bartlett's script on 
| ‘Boots and Saddles’ while breezing 
| westward. 


Grantland Rice helping Pete Smith 
watch Lawson Little, Horton Smith, 
Harry Cooper and Jimmy Thompsen 
use their clubs for Smith's short, 
‘Golf Mistakes.’ 

Mrs. Max Meszesheimer. widow of 


| Mareus Loew. her husband and two 
| daughters, and Mrs. Ida Mayer Cum- 


mings. were studio guests last week 
of Louis B. Mayer at Metro. 


ere 


Ben Garson down with flu. 

Will H. Cohen passing through. 

Leo DeVanni here from Toronte. 

Harry Gourfain in from New York. 

Fanny Applebaum appointed pub- 
licity manager of Loew's theatre, 
Montreal. 

Sally Sage, from Des Moines, lowa, 
opened at the Mount Royal with 
Lioyd Huntley. 

W. Covert. 








Canadian vice-presi- 


dent: Dick Walsh, U. S. vice-presi- 
dent. and Representative Gatlie of 
the LA.T.S.E. cleaned up the stage- 
‘hands dispute here and returned, 
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OBITUARIES 





SAMUEL SHIPMAN 


Samuel Shipman, 54, one of the 
most prolific playwrights of the last 
generation, died suddenly at his 
apartment in the Alamac hotel, N. 
Y., Tuesday (9). Story in the legit 
section. 





KEITH VAWTER 


Keith Vawter, 64, who made the 
outdoor Chautauqua a national insti- 
tution, died Feb. 5 in Marion, a sub- 
urb of Cedar Rapids. He was well 
known in the show world because 
of the large amount of talent he had 
contacted during his career. 

It was while he was connected 
with the Redpath Lyceum bureau in 
Chicago in 1903 that Vawter con- 
ceived the idea of bringing high- 
class entertainment to the 
towns. He formed the Redpath- 
Vawter system, booking such nota- 
bles as Wm. J. Bryan, Elsie Baker, 
famous contralto; former President | 
Warren G. Harding, Bohumir Kryl | 
and his band, Swiss Bell Ringers, | 
Zouave bands, etc. When interest 
began to wane in the outdoor stuff, 
Vawter produced royalty plays, en- 
gaging many well known stock com- 


pany performers, besides ‘name’ 
stars; most of whom were glad to} 
work for nominal salaries because | 


of summer engagement guarantees. 
Vawter moved his paraphernalia 
from town to town in the same style 
as the old wagon shows, with fold- 
ing scenery, seats and tents. His pro- 
frams were always surefire, as the 
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Caldwell H. Brown, Jr. 
1936 


1911 





anteed in advance by local commit- 
tees through ticket sales. While his 
programs included preachers and re- 
form workers for Sunday shows, he 
was smart enough to use circus pro- 
motion methods to ballyhoo his 
talent. 





VLASTA MASLOVA 


Viasta Maslova, 
known Russian ballerina, died in a 
sanitarium at Prague, Czechoslovakia, 
Jan. 26, after an operation performed 
to remove abscesses near the base of 
her brain. She had been ill for 
three months, 

Trained in the Russian Ballet, 
Miss Maslova made her first public 
appearance at the age of fourteen. 
She appeared as the premiere bal- 
lerina at the Frankfort-On-Main 
opera house. Year later she was 
co-starred with Theodore Kosloff 
in productions in the U. S. Forming 
her own company, she tourred the 


Keith circuit, where, while p'aying | 


at the Palace, N. Y., she was seen 
by Anna Pavlowa. Closing her own 
unit she joined Pavlowa’s troupe 
and played throughout South Amer- 
ica and Mexico. 


Village Follies. 


*White and the 


Ballet.’ 


Cargo’ 


During the past three years she 
had been in Europe touring with 


her own company. 
Survived by a sister. 





MIKE COYNE 


Mike Coyne, 69, pioneer legit and 


picture showman, died in Southgate, 
Cal., Feb. 1, after long illtiess. 
was a member of The Agents (legit) 
and was widely known throughout 
the theatrical world. He was buried 
in Oceanside, Cal., beside his wife 
who died three years ago. 


Born in Memphis, Coyne entered 
the show business as advance for 
Eugene Robinson's Mississippi River 
Show Boat Co. He traveled the 
river in a skiff and stuck several 
years. 

Then he began trouping ahead of 
repertoire and minstrel shows, finally 
landing n New York. He joined the 
staff of Henry W. Savage and for a 
number of years piloted ‘The Prince 
of Pilsen’ on tour. Later he hooked 
up with J. J. McCarthy and went 
ahead of ‘The Birth Of a Nation.’ 

After being field rep for United 
Artists, he was named Southern rep 
of U. A. opening the company’s 
Atlanta exchange. Deceased went 
to California 10 years ago and 
worked at various theatrical and 





George 


small | 


| production 


internationally | 





On her return 
to this country Miss Maslova played 
a year’s engagement at the Capitol 
theatre, N. Y., then the Greenwich 
After that came en- 
gagements in the stage productions 
‘Firefly 


He 


and Junius Booth, died in Stamford, 
Conn., Feb. 5 of a cerebral hemor- 
rhage. 

He retired several years ago, but 
came back to the stage last year in 
support of William Giliette in ‘Three 
Wise Fools.’ He had played leads 


picture jobs. For several years, due | 9PPosite Maude Adams, Lillian Rus- 


to failing health, he was inactive, 





JOSEPH SCHWARTZ 


Joseph Schwartz, 50, secretary 
of the International Alliance of Bill- 
posters No. 33, Brooklyn, N. Y., died 
at his home, Richmond Hill, on Fri- 
day, Feb. 5th. Death was caused by 


| complication of diseases. 


Schwartz was well known 
circus and theatrical world, having 
been with the P. T. Barnum circus 
for nine years, with Hagenbeck-Wal- 


in the 





sell, Jane Cowl, Florence Reed, 
Gertrude Elliott, Blanche’ Ring, 
Grace George, Alice Brady and 
Ruth Chatterton. 





YORKE STEPHENS 


Yorke Stephens, 74, British actor- 
manager, died in London Feb. 5. He 





made his stage debut in 1879 and 


| his American appearance in 1882 at 


lace for five years, was road agent | 


for various leading theatrical attrac- 
tions, such as McIntyre & Heath, and 
M. Cohan road attractions. 


For a number of years he was in the | 


advertising department of the Percy | 


Williams Orpheum theatre, and Iater | 


advance agent for D. W. Griffith's 


‘Birth of a Nation.’ 
He leaves a wife and two daugh- | 
ters. 


CARL SCHLUND 
Carl Schlund, 60, one of the first 
theatrical stage carpenters in Los 
Angeles, died Feb. 5 in Hollywood. 
He was a member of Stagehands’ 
local 33, International Alliance of 





| 
| 


| mother, Mrs. Mary Monroe Merritt, 
| in a nearby city, was received. 


Theatrical Stage Employes. 
Schlund built the first road show | 


of John S. McGroarty’s 
‘Mission Play’ in 1915 and also the 
first production of ‘The Bird of Para- 
dise’ for Oliver Morosco, Prior to| 
death he had worked for sev- 
years for Tom Wilkes, 


his 
eral 


, | showman. 
‘nut’ for each ten-day stay was guar- 


Widow and a daughter, latter re- 


Coast | 


Daly’s. The following year he joined 
the Daly stock company and later 
toured with John McCullough. He 


is perhaps best remembered for his | 


work in ‘Pomander Walk’ in 1910. | 
He made his farewell at the Globe 
theatre, London, in 1929. 
N. S. MERRITT 
N. S. Merritt, 32, manager of the 


High Point theatre, High Point, N. C., 
died Feb. 1 of a heart attack. Two | 
hours later news of the death of his | 


in 
and 
services 


theatres 
Burlington 
Funeral 


He had managed 
Raleigh, Goldsboro, 
Durham, N. C. 
were held Feb. 2. 

DANIEL BODDER 

Daniel Bodder, 70, oldtime circus 

man, died of a stroke at Chambers- 


burg, Pa., Feb. 1. He had been ill | 
for four years. 
He was at one time or another | 


| connected with R. B. B. & B., Hagen- 


beck-Wallace and other circuses as 


|a drummer in the band. 


| siding in Oakland, Cal., survive. Fu- | 


neral was held in Glendale, Cal., | 


with burial being made in Oakland. 





J. G. McMURTRIE 


J. G. MeMurtrie, technician of 


| the Canadian Broadcasting Company, 
| collapsed and died 


in Vancouver, 
B. C., Jan. 21. He installed CNRV 
here for Canadian National Rail- 
ways in 1925 and later became man- 
ager of CRCO, Ottawa. 

He joined the Canadian Radio 
Commission when it took over the 
Cc. N. R. facilities. McMurtrie had 
a host of friends throughout radio 
in Canada and was also designer of 
the chimes time signal, ‘O Canada,’ 
used by the CBC. He leaves his 
wife, one son and two daughters. 





WILLIAM W. DURBIN 


William W. Durbin, 71, register of | 


the United States Treasury and for- 
mer chairman of the Ohio Demo- 
cratic executive committee, died of a 
heart ailment at his home at Kenton, 
O., Feb. 4. 

In addition to his political activi- 
ties, Mr. Durbin was well known as 
a magician. In the rear of his home 


In Loving Memory Of 


Maryl Leavitt 


Feb. 5, 1937 
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Leavitt 
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he constructed a theatre with seat- 
ing space for 125 persons. There he 
| gave shows. Scores of trunks of 
tricks he had purchased from 
prominent magicians filled a ware- 
house at his home at Kenton. 





LEON VICTOR 

Leon Victor, veteran company 
manager and advance man, over 60, 
died Saturday (6) in New York. He 
had been a patient in the Elks Room, 
Misericordia hospital, for several 
days. 

Victor started with Sullivan, Har- 
ris and Woods and later handled a 
number of Cohan & Harris attrac- 
tions. He also managed the read 
showing of feature films. 

Burial was under the auspices of 
the Actors’ Fund, with the Jewish 
Theatrical Guild and No. 1 Elks 


| participating. 


EUGENE B, FULLER 
Eugene Burney Fuller, 51, for 
many years secretary. of the Me- 
chanicsville, N. Y., local of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians, or- 
ganizer of Fuller’s City Band, and 
former member of orchestras in 
Mechanicville, Saratoga Springs, 
Troy and Albany, died Jan. 30 at 
the Homestead Sanitarium after a 
long illness. 
Surviving are his wife, mother, a 
son, two brothers and two sisters. 
Burial in North Adams, Mass. 





SYDNEY BARTON BOOTH 








Sydney Barton Booth, 63, a nephew 
of Edwin Booth, and son of Agnes 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 





] 
| 
| 


| 


Survived by an aunt at whose 


home -he suiccumbed. 





PIER TIRINDELLI 


a 


lingering illness of about two years. 
He was a dancer in vaudeville and 
unit acts. 

Surviving are his parents, 
ment Saranac Lake. 


Inter- 





LEO LEWIN 
Leo Lewin, 50, veteran music 
man, died Feb. 8, 1937, of heart 


trouble, in front of Berlin, Inc., 
where he was band and orchestra 
manager. 

Details in music dept. of this issue. 





BEE COLE 
Bee Rothschild, 37, known profes- 
sionally in vaude, musical comedy, 
burlesque as Bee Cole, died Feb, 4 
in Los Angeles. 
Husband, two children survive. 


GEORGE J. EBRIGHT 
George J. Ebright, 80, for many 
years secretary of the Wayne County 
Fair association, died Jan. 20 at his 
home at Wooster. 
Four children survive. 


BILLY GRANT 
Billy Grant, 44, picture’ director in 


| the silent days, died Jan. 29 in Los 
| Angeles general hospital. 


His widow survives. 
RICHARD SMITH 
Dick Smith, 50, 
director of silent 
pneumonia, Feb. 7, 
Widow survives. 


comedy writer- 
pictures, died of 
in Los Angeles. 


WALTER AUMAN 
Walter Auman, president of Local 


97, I.A.T.S.E., Reading, Pa., died of 
a heart attack, in that city. 
Phyllis McCarthy, 42, wife of 


-eter McCarthy, of Loew publicity, | 


died in New York, Feb. 6. 


Pier Adolfo Tirindelli, 78, conduc- | 
| tor, composer and violinist, died in 


Rome Feb. 6 of a heart attack. 
In 1895 he appeared as soloist with 


the Boston Symphony and the fol-! 
lowing year became concert master | 
of the orchestra of the Cincinnati | 
conservatory. He retained that posi- | 


tion until his return to Rome in 


1922. 





HELLA MOJA 
Hella Moja, 39, one of the hero- 


| 
| 


| Chaplin for 15 years, 


ines of the silents, died in Berlin 
recently. Beginning her career as 
picture actress about 20 years 
ago, she soon had her own com-| 


pany. Retiring with the talker she | 


became. _scripter. 

Her last scenario was in coopera- 
tion with her husband Heinz 
Paul for ‘Unsterbliche Melodien.’ 





CHARLES LUNDGREN 


Charles Lundgren, 44, Chicago 
salesman for Warner Brothers, died 
Feb. 1, of heart disease. Had been 
with Warners for only six months, 
but was with Pathe for 14 years, and 
several other film companies pre- 
viously. 


Survived by his widow, mother, 


| and several brothers and sisters. 





MAURICE A, WEBER 


Maurice A. Weber, stage mechanic 
at various St. Paul theatres since 
the early 90’s, died at his home after 
a long illness, Jan. 29. 

Was chief of the stage hands’ camp 
at Forest Lake for 25 years. Sur- 
vived by two sisters. Burial in St. 
Paul. 


HARRY GREENGARD 


Harry Greengard, 71, former loop 
restauranteur, died in Chicago on 
Feb. 2. Retired in 1932 after operat- 
ing the Green Grill restaurants in 
Chicago for 30 years. Had huge ac- 
quaintance in show business. 

Survived by son, Julius, and daugh- 
ter. Burial in Chicago. 





MRS. FLORA BRAGG 
Mrs. Flora Bragg, 52, cashier of 
the War Department theatre on Fort 
Bragg post near Fayetteville, died 
unexpectedly Jan. 28. 


theatre for 15 years and in this 
capacity came into contact with per- 
sons -from all sections of the coun- 
try. 


NARO LOCKFORD 


Naro Lockford, formerly of the 
adagio team of the Lockfords, died 
at his home in Washington, -D. C., 
Jan. 30. He had been ill and in re- 
tirement since May, 1935. 

He is survived by his wife, Ruth, 
and two children. 





TOMMY KERNS 


Tommy Kerns, 29, died at the 
N.V.A. lodge, Saranac, after a 











| 


She had been cashier of the Post | 


Mrs. 


Bessie Gilman, mother of | 
Lawrence Gillman, music editor of | 
the Herald Tribune, died in New | 
York, Feb. 4, of pneumonia. Two 
sons and two sisters survive. 

Daughter, Maryl, 13, of Doug | 


Leavitt, and Ruth Lookwood, stand 
ard vaude act, died Feb. 5 at home 
in Bayside, L. I, after a lingering 
illness. 

John Totheroh, father of Rollie. 
cameraman under contract to Charlie 





wright-scenarist, died in Santa Clara. 
al, 
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Electro-Sound 
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‘wiped clean’ and used again and 
again, 

‘There will also be three instru. 
ments for pictures synchronized ye 
sounds: television, in which you take 
what the broadcasting stations send 
out; home talking film projectors 
and libraries of films for rental or 
sale, and, eventually, a home talks 
ing film camera with which anyone 
can take pictures, in color, with a 
sound-track recording of his 
family and friends. 

‘I feel that we will soon see a re. 
kindling of interest in home talkers 
with projectors coming on the mar- 
ket of a better quality than we 


own 


have 





| 


had heretofore, and with some of 
the big film and motion picture 
companies sponsoring librarie 


of 
good films. 


One Common Need 

All these seven devices, McCanne 
declared, will have one comn on 
need, a good audio amplifier and a 
good loud speaker and speaker cabi- 
net. In all other respects these de- 
vices will differ widely, but he ex- 
pressed the belief that it will be 
possible to plug into the phonograph 
jack of a good radio receiver and 
make multiple of its amplifier 
and loud speaking equipment 

‘The best provision for the future.’ 
he told dealers and broadcasters, ‘is 
to buy a high quality radio set, cap- 
able of reproducing the sound part 
of the program from any of these 


use 


| instruments with true tone quality.’ 


} 


and Dan, play- | 


Most radio merchants are counting 
too much on television, McCanne 
stated. ‘Some are waiting for tele- 
| vision to place a new bonanza in 
their laps. From the engineering 
standpoint, television here,’ 
| continved, ‘but fortunately, before 
| we start, the American manufac- 
turers are going to standardize on a 
picture of such a size and quality 
that there will be little need for 
improvement later, which would ob- 
solete all receivers and transmitters 
made up to that time.’ 

McCanne discussed television 
transmission costs at considerable 
length, as well as the problems of 
producing sufficient programs. to 
meet demands and of paying for 
their production, pointing out that 
the service area of each television 
transmitter is limited in range by 
the horizon. 

‘After we. have television, how 
| much actual use can we make of it?’ 
| McCanne asked. ‘The radio receiver 
| can run all day and the housewife 


is he 


James Mitchell, 78, father of Sid- listens to it as she does her work. 


ney D. Mitchell, songwriter, 
Feb. 4 in Baltimore. 


Acad. Maybes 
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London’ (20th-Fox), William Darl- 
ing; ‘Magnificent Brute’ (U), Jack 
Otterson and Al D’Agostino; ‘Romeo 
and Juliet’ (MG), Cedric Gibbons; 
‘Winterset’ (Redio), Van Nest Pol- 
glase. 

Five on Final Slate 

Assistant directors’ section picked 
25 pictures as candidates from which 
five will be voted upon by all as- 
sistant directors. 

Pictures and assistant directors 
thereof are: ‘Anthony Adverse’ 
(WB), William Cannon; ‘Charge of 
the Light Brigade’ (WB), Jack Sul- 
livan; ‘Come and Get It’ (Goldwyn- 
UA), Walter Mayo; ‘Dodsworth’ 
(Goldwyn-UA), Edward Bernoudy; 
‘Follow Your Heart’ (Rep.), Jasper 
Blystone; ‘Garden of Allah’ (S-I), 
Eric G. Stacey; ‘The Gay Desperado’ 
(Pickford-Lasky), Robert Lee: ‘The 
General Died at Dawn’ (Par), Hal 
L. Walker; ‘Last of the Mohicans’ 
(Rel.), Clem Beauchamp; ‘San Fran- 
cisco’. (MG), Joseph Newman; ‘Show 
Boat’ (U), Joseph MacDonough: 
‘Texas Rangers’ (Par), Russell Math- 
ews; “Theodora Goes Wild’ (Col), 
William E. Mull; ‘Trail of the Lone- 
some Pine’ (Wanger), Richard Tal- 
madge; ‘Under Two Flags’ (20th- 
Fox), Ad Schaumer and A. F. Erick- 
son; ‘Winterset’ (Radio), Clem Beau- 


champ and James H. Anderson: 
‘Lloyds of London’ (20th-Fox), 
Robert Webb; ‘Mary of Scotland’ 
(Radio), Edward Donohue; ‘Mod- 
ern Times’ (Chaplin), Carter De- 
Haven and Henry Bergman; ‘The 


Moon’s Our Home’ (Wanger), James 
Hartnett; ‘Mr. Deeds Goes to Town’ 
(Col), Charles C. Coleman; ‘My Man 
Godfrey’ (U), Fred Frank: ‘One 
Rainy Afternoon’ (Pickford-Lasky), 
Percy A, Ikerd. 


Cameramen will be represented | 


by Tony Gaudio, Warners, for ‘Ad- 
verse’; Victor Milner, Paramount, 
for ‘General Died at Dawn’; George 





Folsey, Metro, for ‘Gorgeous Hussy.’ 


died | With television, one has to lay aside 


all other occupations, pull down the 
shades, turn out the lights, sit and 
| look at the pictures. It is like an 
| evening of home films. People may 
use television receivers a few hours 
a day, but hardly as much as they 
use their radios.’ 


THIRSTY SOIL 


(Continued from page 54) 


of the others of similar theme. But 
the subject matter does not impress 
as the kind making for diverting 
theatre. There is a good hurricane 
effect, so far as backstage effects and 
lighting goes, making for a neat sec- 
ond act finale. 

Play’s people are hardy or stub- 
born farmers of the mid-west, af- 
flicted by unprecedented weather 
conditions that have caused so much 
privation. There isn’t enough water 
for the cattle, the corn is burning up 
through lack of rain, there is no 
change of pace from the dry, hot 
winds. 

Added to that is the head of the 
house, Silas Warner, hard-fisted. 
Bible-spouting, dour. Mother War- 
ner sees that her man’s mind is af- 
fected and he goes mad before the 
end of the second act, rushing into 
the ‘twister’ and being killed, while 
the others have gone to the cyclone 
cellar. 

Milly, 17, adopted when a kid, has 
the motherhood urge, but the son, 
Matt. who is the most intelligent of 
the Warners, doesn’t love her. Luke, 
an older son, back after three years, 
turns out to be the ‘doc’ of a medi- 
cine show. Right off the wise guy 
goes on the make for Milly. Then 
comes the twister, and three months 
later the girl is wondering when 
Luke will come back, for she is 
going to have a baby. He does re- 
appear and takes her away grum- 
blingly. Matt, sweet on the daughter 
of a railroad building superin- 
tendent, loses her when the road is 
abandoned, but there is promise of 
better times, what with the youth’s 
exuberance. 

There apparently has been little 
change in the script. Raymond Bond 
-and Maude Allen, of the original 
cast, are present, and both give good 
characterizations. There were eight 
players on the Coast, seven being in 
the present rerformance, played in 
one set. 

George Makinson as Matt, Ann 
Meril as Milly and Leon Ames as 
Luke are best, after the leads. Ibee. 
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Bras *~ 

















Is Latest Trick; Who Frank Hatch Is' 





By BILL RICE 
Long Beach, Cal., Feb. 9. 
An entirely new type of truck 
show and, for that matter, new setup 
for any type of amusement has 
been originated by Anfenger and 
Hoffman, who for several-years have 
operated many ‘whale shows’ on 


steel flat cars. 
Wonder Exhibit, combined with hay 
eating animals from all over the 
world. 

The show will be transported on 
20 trucks and trailers that have 
been built at Long Beach. They 
leave for New Orleans, where the 
show will be assembled, and open 
there on or about March 20. The 
Marine exhibit is housed in four 
glass-enclosed two-side trucks that, 
placed end to end, - make 110 
feet of exhibits. This enclosed with 
scenery flats that are in the form 
of a large boat. Has upper deck, 
masts, pilot house, calliope, etc. Back 
of this wiil be a 60 by 180 foot top 
that will house the animals and 
various side shows, 10 in number, 
and operated on the order of an ar- 
cade, Prices 


of admission range 
from 2c to 25c. To see it all will 
cost 75c. The Marine Show is ad- 


vertised free and is the come-on for 
the money take in the big top. 

The circus world sat up last week 
when it was announced that Edward 
Arlington, one of the all-time great- 
est circus general agents, and J. 
Frank Hatch had bought the Hagen- 
beck-Wallace, Adam 4-Paw and 
John Robinson Circus titles from 
Sam Gumpertz, agent for the N. Y. 
Investment Corp., a subsidiary of the 
Prudential Life Ins. Co. 

Everyone knows Eddie Arlington, 
but few know J. Frank Hatch. To 
start with I was his general agent 
in 1912 for a show of his name and 
at the time he operated a cut-rate 
film exchange in Pittsburgh. He was 
in the money then, but about 1914 
he sold the Hatch Show to Hamil- 
ton and moved to Newark and 
started in as the undercover owner 
of many picture houses. His profits 
were enormous. 

About 1930 he started to operate 


in Wall Street on the bull side and | 


went to town, and today has more 
cash than anyone that was ever in 
the outdoor show business, with the 
possible exception of John Ringling. 
Hatch is a showman who always 
kept under cover <nd I don’t sup- 
pose there are 100 people that know 
about his activities since he sold his 
show. I have always thought him 
the No. 1 smart showman for the past 
25 years. It is reported that George 
Deagnon will be the general agent. 
As an afterthought Clarence 
Wortham and I bought the old 
Hatch show from Hamilton’s widow 
and operated it as the Wortham & 
Rice show. This show is now the 
Hennies Bros. Show, after passing 
from W. & R. to Rice & Dorman, then 
to Morris & Castle, then the United 
Shows of America. 

Barnes Wild Animal Show and 
Sells-Floto Circus combined set to 
open March 20, but everyone mark- 
ing time as no confirmation from 
the New York office has been re- 
ceived to date. 


When playing Manila, P. I. with | 


my Water Circus in 1923, I sold two 


Russian wolfhounds to the Mayor | 


of Manila for $200 and gave him 
their pedigrees. 


told that they had been stolen from 
Admiral Starke’s Russian fleet that 
had escaped from the Red Russians 
and were then in the harbor. At 
the time I was arranging the benefit 
for this outfit for Governor Wood 
and of course had the Mayor 
straightened out. This show made 
net over $3,000 one night, but it was 
immediately followed by another 
‘beef. His Honor requested that I 
eliminate the fishing number from 
my show, where we caught live 
dogs, pigs, fish, turtles, ducks, etc., 
as the natives were leaving their 
work in large numbers and attempt- 
ing to duplicate the act in various 
still water streams. It was no framed 
press gag, but it got results. 


| 
Played opposition there to Harm- | 


Sstrong’s English Circus, that started 
its performance at 11 p.m. He had 
two wonderful acts that would have 
been a sensation in the U. S., but 
would never have been allowed to 
work. The first was a Chinese fly- 
ing act of four men thet did all our 
regulation tricks, including a one 


It is called a Marine ; 


tigers that all worked on a leash in 
the ring without a cage. 

Chas. ‘Sparks, who was supposed 
to have the Sparks Shows and John 
Robinson Circus titles, had to with- 
draw, as he could not finance the 
show on rails and Gumpertz thought 
the titles would be cheapened by 
operating on trucks. Sparks has a 
large truck show operating under 


HORSE RACE ANGLE 


Lesser Penalties for Bookies, Etc., 
Propased in Missouri 








St. Louis, Feb. 9. 

Betting on horse races, keeping of 
handbooks and operating gambling 
devices no longer will be felonies in 
Missouri if several bills introduced 
by Rep. Michael R. Kennedy of St. | 
Louis become laws. Measures re- 
duce offenses to misdemeanors. 

Kennedy declares it’s almost im- 
possible to obtain convictions as long 
as charges remain felonies. Usual 





custom of courts, after cops have 
made cases against bookies, is to ac- 
cept pleas of guilty and assess a $500 





the ‘Downie Bros. Circus’ title. 

Eddie Vaughn is now the fix with 
the big show. Jack Pollit ahead of 
the Huttons Whale Show , . . Norman 
Shue has the cook house with Archie 
Clark Carnival .. . Craft Shows now 
in the midst of the biggest battle for 
dates ever staged on the Pacific 
Coast. 

Reported that the ‘G’ 
look into the carnival, 
and fair concessions. 


Paris After Biz 


Men 
park, 


will 
pier 











He stopped pay- | 
ment on the check, as he had been | 


Paris, Jan. 31. 

Conferences, more than 150 of 
them of every type imaginable, is 
one of the cards the Expo authori- 
ties are using to help draw visitors 
here this summer. 

Every person who belongs to any 
sort of club or association has seem- 
ingly been approached to ask if his 


organization will hold its annual 
meeting in Paris during the big 
blowout. 


Just how successful expo authori- 
ties have been in this respect is illus- 
trated by the wide diversity of con- 
gresses already scheduled to take 
place. 

Beginning with peace and parlia- 
ments whose advocates will hold a 
meeting anywhere any time, the 
subjects which will be discussed 
here include the technique of stained 
glass, underground urbanism, Espe- 
ranto and practical metrology. 

Even the International Union of 
Marionettes will have a get-together 
while a convention devoted to petro- 
leum is expected to bring some 4,000 
visitors. 

The city of Nice, however, has 
stepped in and grabbed the largest 
| one of them all for itself. More than 
10.000 Rotarians will leave their 
during 


tant meeting” the 


summer. 


coming 


Sheesley Cinches Fair 





: Lynchburg, Feb. 9. 

John M. Sheesley, midway owner, 
is reported to have signed three- 
year binder with Lucian Shrader, 
Amherst county fair official, to hold 
autumn fairs just across the cor- 
porate line. 

Fairs have been virtually out- 
lawed within the Lynchburg city 
limits since the municipality bought 
the interstate fair grounds. Sheesley, 
who formerly leased the fair 
grounds, held his first fair across the 
city line last year and was said to 
have been so well pleased (every- 
| thing goes in the county and no 
| holds barred) that he quickly tied 
| up the lot. 








Two New Bosses 





! 
| 
| 
| 
| 
San Francisco, Feb. 9. 
' Frank Y. McLaughlin, former WPA 
Administrator in California, has been 
|; made Director of Exhibits and Con- 
| cessions for the 1939 Golden Gate 
| International Exposition, according 
to announcement made last week by 
President Leland W. Cutler. 
McLaughlin, who resigned his gov- 
|}ernment post in Washington last 
week, will arrive in San Francisco 
from the East this week and will im- 
mediately assume his new position. 
Milton H. Esberg has been made 
ijchairman of the Committee on 
| Amusements for the fair. 





N. C. FAIR DATES 


Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 9. 
Dates for various North Carolina 
fairs have been fixed as follows: 


Golden Belt, Henderson, week Oct. 
| 18: Weldon, week Oct. 4; Durham, | be individually responsible for any 
County, 
Catawba 


Sept. 27 or Oct. 4; Pitt 
| Greenville, week Oct. 11; 


wives behind to attend that “impor- | 


fine. There is slim chance that horse 
racing will be restored in State, as 
Rep. Hess, who fostered bill two 


| years ago that was vetoed by former 
| Gov. Park, said he was through. Mis- 
| souri has been without horse racing 
for more than 20 years. 


‘THREE BIGCIES LOOM 
FOR DALLAS EXPO 


Dallas, Feb. 9. 
Director General Frank McNeny 
| pondered overtures this week in con- 
nection with entertainment projects 
at the approaching Texas-Pan Amer- 
ican exposition. Deals 





involve the 


on grounds. 


Maurice and George Golden. Trio 
has presented idea to expo staff re- 
garding show for air-conditioned 
auditorium. Fair wants this under- 
taking financed by producer. Free- 
man expects plan to jell by end of 
week. Setup of plant is ideal for 
theatre-restaurant, but Freeman de- 
clined to detail his plan. 

Clifford Fischer also has talked to 
| management regarding this conces- 
sion, and Music Corporation of 
America representatives also have 
looked over the proposition. 

San Carlo Opera Company is eye- 
ing the amphitheatre with view of 
presenting a season of eight weeks in 
open air. Charles E. Burk has been 
swapping ideas with Mr. McNeny on 


this matter. He has sent an okay on 
the season to Fortune Gallo. 


Beatty's 70 Cats 


Clyde Beatty will have 70 lions 
and tigers in the cage when the Cole 
Brothers Circus opens at the Hippo- 
drome, N. Y., March 18. Highest 
number of cats used when he was 
with the Hagenbeck-Wallace and 
Ringling outfits was 34. 

Cole show will have 40 girls for 
ensemble, rehearsals for which have 
been started under the direction of 
Allen K. Foster. 

Ringling, Barnum & Bailey show 
will open at Madison Square Gar- 
den April 8, which is after Easter. 
It was proposed to open at the Coli- 
seum, Bronx, and play day and date 
with the Cole-Beatty combination, 
|moving down to the Garden later. 
Coliseurn, however, declined to book 
the big top, not caring to disturb its 
wrestling and boxing schedule. 











use of auditorium and amphitheatre | 


Charles Freeman, Paramount and | 
Interstate booker, was in town with | 





Chicago Revives Annual Show Cos 
Feels Need of Offsetting Sticks 





, 


ALL BUT THE OCEAN 


Buenos Aires Promoter Starts Non- | 


Marine Coney Island 





Buenos Aires, Feb. 3. 
An Argentine Coney Island with- 


out the island sprang into existence | 
last Saturday. The promoter has set| 


it up on the large grounds belonging 


to the Argentine Rural Society, 


| where livestock shows are held and 


where the British Fair was held some 


| years ago. 


a large number of 
which 
country, there is a ‘dime a dance’ 
hall which was an instant success. 

The promoter is Gus ‘Gem’ Meyers, 
an American who started in the 
show business at the age of 15 when 
he joined Barnum & Bailey’s circus. 
He came to this country in 1910 with 
a show he had traveled many parts 
of the world with, including a Ferris 
Wheel which caught on here. He has 
stayed here ever since 
started and operated a large number 
of carnival shows like flying boats, 
Ferris Wheel, etc. 

He is to organize a Marathon 
dance shortly, for which he expects 
a large number of entrants. 


No Dark Secrets 


Norfolk, Va., Feb. 9. 

It is day ball or else ‘or the Ports- 
mouth club of the Piedmont League, 
according to the ‘law’ laid down by 
George Weiss, vice-president of the 
Norfolk baseball club. blocking ef- 
forts of Frank La-vrence, Portsmouth 
franchise owner, to have nite ball in 
the Ports lot. 

Weiss has upper hand in that Nor- 
folk has territorial rights for twenty 
mile radius, the Yankees having 
secured it when the) backed Norfolk 
for a berth in the Piedmont League. 


In addition to 


‘attractions’ are new 








Pullers for Frisco 





San Francisco, Feb. 9. 

Admiral Richard E. Byrd and 
Frank Buck proposed special exhib- 
its for the 1939 Golden Gate Inter- 
national Exposition during several 
days spent by both of them here last 
week. 

Byrd, who was here for a lecture 
engagement, discussed his proposal 
with the Exposition Division of Con- 
cessions. He has in mind a re-crea- 
tion of ‘Little America’ at the fair. 

Buck has proposed a complete 
Malay Village and jungle camp, with 
wild animals, Balinese dancing girls 
and other atmospheric touches, as an 
attraction. 





STRIKE HITS CIRCUS 
Detroit, Feb. 9. 
With strikes still plaguing this 
town, attendance at the annual 
Shrine Circus in the State Coliseum 





here is lagging considerably under 
record mark of year ago. 








Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 9. 

North Carolina has taken back its 
| State Fair, voiding the last four 
years of the five-year contract made 
last year with Norman Y. Chambliss 
of Rocky Mount and George Hamid 
of New York, who have operated the 
Fair for the last three years. 

| Action was-taken after the new 
Commissioner of 

Kerr Scott, obtained a ruling from 
| Attorney-General that members of 
the Board of Agriculture would not 


| 





| deficit incurred by the State in the 
| operation of the Fair. Previously, 


County, Shelby, week Sept. 27; Win-| the board had acted under a ruling 


|ston-Salem and _ Forsyth 


County, of the late Attorney Genera] that 
| Oct. 4 or 11: Coastal Plain, Wilming- | members 


would be individually 


and one-half somersault and twisters | ton, week Oct. 18; Greenboro, week | liable. 


without a-net. The other was their 
wild animal act, especially the six 


and Rocky Mount, 


Oct. 18, 
| Sept. 27. 


week | 


An effort to obtain a contingency 
appropiiation of $25,000 for use in 





Chambliss-Hamid Lose N.C. Fair 


State Cancels Last Four Years of Five Year 


Pact—Will Operate With WPA Aid 


(ease of a deficit failed before the 
| joint committee last week. The 
| State received $11,000 from the 


| lessees last year and it was indicated 


that this would constitute the capi- 
tal for the State’s re-entry into the 


exposition business. 


Commissioner Scott, who made 


| State operation of the Fair one of 


Agriculture. W. | 


his campaign planks, said a Division 
of Fairs would be set up in his de- 
partment. Dr. J. D. Dorton of Shel- 
by. president of the State Fair Asso- 
ciation is expected to be named its 
head. 


The week of October 11 has been 
set as the time for the 1937 North | 
Carolina State Fair. 

The new Commissioner of Agri- 
culture said he would seek WPA 
funds to provide new buildings for 


| the fair, and cited the fact that othe: 
states have secured such funds. 


Chicago, Feb. 9. 
Two years without a summer lake- 
front attraction following the amaz- 
ing drawing power of the Century 
of Progress Exposition of 1933-34 has 
convinced Chicago fathers that the 





to this} 


and has 


town needs a civic celebration and 
show to bring the people of the en- 
tire midwest territory into the loop 
regularly. 

Under the guidance of Walter S. 
| Gregory, head of the State St. Coun- 
| cil, a committee is shaping plans for 
a permanent exposition and amuse- 

ment center on the lakefront site of 
the World’s Fair of 1933-34. This is 
|expected to get under way within 
the next three years, and become a 
| permanent center of national com- 
| mercial, industrial and scientific ex- 
|hibitions, in addition to regular 
amusement projects. 

| But the boys generally can’t wait 
until 1940 for some action, particu- 
larly since they are wary of the 
moves being made in New York, San 





} 


Franciseo, Dallas-Ft. Worth and 
other key cities throughout the 





|country to pobble up some tourist 
| trade by slinging some civic expo- 
sitions. In an effort to grab off some 
of that spotlight and trade for the 
Windy City, plans have been set 
for a 1937 celebration on the lake- 
front. 

This will be titled Chicago Charter 
Jubilee and represents the 100th an- 
niversary of the signaturing of the 
Chicago municipal charter. Jubilee 
will run from March 4 until Oct. 15 
and will also occupy a portion of the 
land of the Century of Progress in 
Burnham Park on the lakefront, just 
south of the loop. 

Pull With Pageants 

Where the Century of Progress 
Exposition utilized industrial and 
scientific exhibition as its raison 
d'etre, plus its carnival midway, the 
Jubilee will base its hopes on a 
series of pageants, parades and con- 
tests to get its national publicity and 
| draw. 

Will open with a special gal pag- 
leant, staged by Bill Robsen, as a 
starter. This will run for a week in 
Soldier Field. When the weather 
warms up there will be a number of 
contests held: a national beauty con- 
test, a dance contest for both truckin’ 
and ballroom dancers, a _ national 
horse show, agricultural show, a 
roller skating derby, square dance 
contest, and possibly a general field 
gymnastic drill contest in which all 
midwest high schools will be in- 
vited,to compete. 

In the fall the Jubilee will include 
the Cook County Fair, which has 
been running annually in town for 
years, but which has been located 
on the far northwest side of the 
county, miles away from the loop. 
Expected that with the County Fair 
held right on the lakefront in easy 
access for the entire metropolitan 
area, it will attract thousands of 
people who never even knew there 
was such a thing as a Cook County 
Fair. 

Because of the presence of the 
Jubilee it is doubtful that the Ring- 
ling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey Circus 
will put up in Grant Park or in 
Soldier Field this year, but will be 
|forced to find some other location. 
There is some possibility that the 
show may play indoors this season, 
taking the Stadium for a 10 or 14- 
day stand. 


Selling Mich. to Fla. 


Detroit, Feb. 9. 

Michigan is going to Florida this 
month to show resorters, through 
color films, why they should come to 
Michigan next summer. 

The tour, which’ll last a month 
and cover other southern states, will 
be made by officials of the West 
Michigan Tourist and Resort Assn., 
the Upper Peninsula Development 
bureau, the East Michigan Tourist 
Assn. and the Southeastern Michigan 
Tourist bureau. Color films, abetted 
by lectures, will try to show Michi- 
gan’s resort advantages. 








Fair and Races 
Reading, Pa., Feb. 9. 

Cetlin & Wilson Co. has again 
been awarded the carnival conces- 
sion for the Reading Fair, dates for 
| which (Sept. 13-18) were announced 
| Feb. 6. 

Automobile racing dates this year 
will be Sunday, April 25, rain date 
May 2, Hankinson auspices; Sunday, 





| May 30, rain date May 31, Middle 
| Atlantic Dealers’ Association ause 
pices: Penn-Jersey Harness Racing 


Association, June 3-4-5, 10 events, 
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ANNABELLA 


HENRY FONDA 
LESLIE BANKS 


! WINGS & MORNING’ 


IN NATURAL TECHNICOLOR 


with 

STEWART ROME ‘ HARRY TATE 

IRENE VANBRUGH * STEVE DONOGHUE 
PRESENTING THE WORLD-FAMOUS TENOR 


JOHN McCORMACK 


Produced by Robert T,Kane + Directed by 
Harold Schuster * From stories by Donn Byrne 
Colour direction by Natalie Kalmus 


A 20th Century-Fox Film Release 
Produced by New World Pictures Limited 





























